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Saline Valley Airstrip in Death Valley National Park 
Backcountry is Temporarily Closed 

 
Due to heavy rains a small gravel airstrip, locally known as the Chicken Strip, in Saline 
Valley, the northwest section of Death Valley National Park, has been badly damaged.  It 
is temporarily closed until repairs can be made.  “This airstrip is popular with visitors 
who fly into Saline Valley to enjoy the warm springs”, states Superintendent Reynolds, 
“but the condition of the airstrip at this time is unsafe for use.”   
 
There are several deep washouts across the strip which will require filling and grading to 
make it safe for planes to land.  The park superintendent ordered the strip closed until 
those repairs can be made.  The park’s road crews are stretched thin as they are trying to 
complete a number of road projects throughout the rest of the park.  The strip will remain 
closed until park crews can be scheduled to complete the work, or until other 
arrangements can be made to complete the work by other means, and the work meets the 
standards set by the park.    
 
For additional information, contact the park’s aviation specialist at 760-786-3248 or visit 
the park’s web site at www.nps.gov/deva.   
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