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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project 

The following are transcripts from four audio clips in the Changing Landscape/Former Coliseum Property section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/former-coliseum-property.htm to view the entire page. 

Amazing Views
Richard Bigelow remembers great views from his family's farm over the Cuyahoga Valley.
“And if you were on the property, in these farmed lands, the view . . . could see Hudson. You could see all the way across the valley, 'cause it was all high. And it was . . . and you know, at times it was really somethin' to see. You know, in the fall? It was beautiful. 'Cause it was the high point and the valley was all down below you, so it was, it was really a neat place. 'Cause my dad built back in the back field, built like a tower, you know. A gazebo with high legs on it, you know. And you could go up there. And I remember I used to go and have friends out there and have picnics, but you could look over the valleys and see, you know, what it was like in those times.”

Daniel Emmett remembers how Richfield used to look, why neighbors sold their land, and why his family refused.
Neighborhood of Farmers
“As I said, in our neighborhood at one time there were eight or ten farms across there, and everybody was in the farming business so you had a common bound [sic]. When they bought the land for the Coliseum, and they offered the neighbors two thousand dollars an acre, there was a line. ~laughs~ That was a lot of money!”
Keeping the Land
“Hell, that's our home! We been there, part of the family's been there since 1885. Hey, they were nice when The Grateful Dead was there, that I wish to God we hadn't sold, but that soon passed, too.”
-more-
Deciding to Sell
Warren Roller, who grew up on his parents' farm in Richfield, recalls why his father sold the family farm for the Coliseum development.
“Well, Gulf Oil came to my father and wanted to buy two acres for a gas station. Unfortunately, the two acres he wanted were the barn and the house. So my dad said that he wanted to sell the whole property. Now, you have to remember that wages were two bucks an hour, two-fifty an hour, three dollars an hour. That kind of a thing. Gulf Oil looked for buyers for the rest of the property, and he found Nick Mileti who owned the arena in Cleveland. And he was lookin' to  build out, a way out of Cleveland, so people could get to and from the facility. And then they agreed on a price and my father sold the farm.”
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