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Farming in the Valley: 2011 Oral History Project
The following are transcripts from three audio clips in the Making a Living/What to Farm? /Raising Livestock section. Visit http://www.nps.gov/cuva/historyculture/raising-livestock.htm  to view the entire page.
Peninsula Dairy Farm

George Dittoe, a resident of Peninsula, describes a local dairy farm that was near Camp Butler on SR 303.
“There was one big dairy farm, that's where the Camp Butler is. That Boy Scout camp? That was a big dairy farm. They shipped milk out of there every day in big cans, 10 gallon milk cans. You see them old cans? They would take them out to the road and the truck, Chick Ross was his name, would drive his truck down and pick that stuff up, take it to Akron to the dairy and have it, you know, bottled and everything. They raised Holstein cattle, I think it was there, and they raised the babies on up, you know, they had raised the little calves on up to big cows and everything. So it was quite a park and they did a lot of farming. They raised a lot of their own grain like corn for the animals and things of that nature. And they had several people work there and a couple of tractors and a lot of big equipment. I thought that was a really big place, you know. And it was a pretty nice farm but it finally dwindled away, I don't know whatever happened to it. The building is still there, the house though. But the rest of the buildings, the barn and all that, is gone. But that's the same building.”
Willis Meyers describes a local milk hauler who transported milk between farms and factories, and how his family prepared the milk.
Milk Hauling

“And we had a milk hauler who picked it up. He picked it up with horses and wagon for a long time. And all the roads, you know, they was all dirt roads, it was no improved roads nowhere. And the mud would be axel-deep on the wagon for him to pick the milk up . . . Oh it all went to Akron. It went to Falls for a little while. Lawson Milk Company in the Falls, they bought it for a while and then they was, oh, probably four or five milk companies in Akron. Whoever needed the milk the worst, why, that's where the milk hauler would take it.”
Preparing the Milk for Pick-up

“You had the milk cans and you had a number on them cans. It was painted on them and of course they knowed by that number who it was for. Or course it was weighed, and I think we got a dollar and a half a hundred at that time, and that would be twelve gallon. We'd get a dollar and a half for twelve gallon of milk.”
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