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The Recent Past Preservation Network (RPPN) 
is a nonprofit organization established in 2000 to 
maintain the momentum generated by the 1995 and 
2000 National Park Service "Preserving the Recent 
Past" conferences and other events that focused on 
less than 50-year-old cultural resources. Its goal is 
to utilize new technologies to educate and mobilize 
the cultural resource community in an effort to 
preserve and document fast disappearing modern 
buildings and landscapes. 

In keeping with this mission, the RPPN website is 
the primary means of communication for the 
organization and a wide variety of information is 
presented. The site is attractively designed and easy 
to navigate. The homepage presents information 
on endangered resources, such as the Beekman 
Theater and Cinema I & II in New York City and 
W. A. Sarmiento's Glendale Federal Savings 
Building in California, and the most recent infor
mation on each threatened property. 

One of the most intriguing pages is the National 
Windshield Survey page. Interested parties are 
invited to submit images and information about 
recent past resources. Entries are organized by 
property type such as domes, Lustron houses, 
bowling alleys, or Cold War-era resources. There 
are also entries for a number of architects and 
firms associated with the Modern Movement, such 
as Welton Becket, whose firm had an enormous 
impact on Southern California in the 1950s and 
1960s. This will be of particular interest to anyone 
needing contextual information about a particular 
building type or historical aspect of the recent past. 

The Resources page will also prove of interest to 
both professional preservationists and to volunteer 
advocates. RPPN has collected a significant 

amount of information on efforts to save and rec
ognize recent past sites, including references to 
the 2,000+ recent past properties that have been 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
There is also extensive information on working 
with National Register Criteria Consideration G, 
which requires that recent past resources be excep
tionally important at the national, state, or local 
level in order to qualify for the National Register. 
RPPN does not offer publications for sale nor do 
they produce hard copy publications. An outstand
ing topical bibliography developed by Richard 
Longstreth of George Washington University is 
available on the website. 

On the Network page, RPPN lists local points of 
contact for recent past issues—an interesting and 
innovative idea. RPPN is a membership organiza
tion and maintains an Internet list serve for those 
who join. Joining RPPN can be accomplished 
online and is quite simple. (Even a computer-phobe 
like your humble correspondent had no difficulty.) 
Just click on the Join link. Sponsor-level members 
are given space for information and advertising 
their mission/services. Otherwise, the RPPN site 
is free of advertising and pop-ups. 

Recent past resources are likely to become more 
of an issue as time moves forward. The 50-year 
threshold for National Register consideration 
is already at 1955, squarely in the middle of the 
Modern Movement. The RPPN website is an 
excellent resource for those uninitiated in the 
recent past and those more familiar with the topic. 
Preservationists of all stripes will find much to 
ponder here and will come away with a greater 
appreciation for these under recognized and fast 
disappearing resources of the last half of the 20th 
century. 

Michael A. "Bert" Bedeau 
Comstock Historic District Commission, Nevada 
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CRM: The Journal of Heritage Stewardship is 

published twice each year by the National Park 

Service to address the history and development 

of and trends and emerging issues in cultural 

resource management in the United States and 

abroad. Its purpose is to broaden the intellectual 

foundation of the management of cultural 

resources. CRM Journal is edited in the offices 

of the National Center for Cultural Resources, 

National Park Service, in Washington, DC. 

The online version of CRM Journal is available at 

www.cr.nps.gov/CRMJournal. Back issues 

of CRM magazine (1978-2002) are available online 

at http://www.cr.nps.gov/crm. 

Guidance for authors is available online at 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/CRMJournal. 

Manuscripts, letters to the editor, and all questions 

and recommendations of an editorial nature 

should be addressed to Antoinette J. Lee, Editor, 

email Toni_Lee@nps.gov, telephone (202) 

354-2272, or fax (202) 371-2422. Incoming mail to 

the Federal Government is irradiated, which 

damages computer disks, CDs, and paper 

products. These materials should be sent by a com

mercial delivery service to Editor, CRM Journal, 

National Park Service, 1201 Eye Street, NW (2251), 

Washington, DC 20005. 

Views and conclusions in CRM Journal are those 

of the authors and should not be interpreted 

as representing the opinions or policies of the 

U.S. Government. Acceptance of material for 

publication does not necessarily reflect an opinion 

or endorsement on the part of the CRM Journal 

staff or the National Park Service. 

CRM Journal is produced under a cooperative 

agreement between the National Park Service 

and the National Conference of State Historic 

Preservation Officers. 
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