Note Sheet 1





HOUSES
Kecoughtan homes may seem small, but each delling was full of people! Houses, called yihakans (yee-ha-cahn) could have up to 20 people living in them! Yikhakans were placed among the trees, as trees provided building material, and gave extra shelter from the wind and the rain. Yihakans looked like big barreled domes covered in woven mats. Their frames were constructed by bending branches together to form an arch. Smoke holes popped from the center of the roof for a fire that burned in the home. Fire smoke kept the bugs away in the summer, and warmed the walls in the winter. The only permanent furniture in yihakans were bedsteads, which were built like bunk beds around the walls. Soft furs and reed mats lined the beds, and family members could curl up and drift off to sleep in comfort.


CLOTHING
Native Americans of the Chesapeake often wore a layer of bear grease on their skin to guard against bugs and cold. Bear grease offered a layer of protection, and other clothing  worn served the same purpose. Women tied aprons of animal hyde on when working,  and men wore leggings when venturing out into the forests. In the winter, coats of fur wrapped shoulders while shoes of leather, hide and cord wrapped feet. Apart from these few items, people wore little else. Unless they wanted to dress up! Deerskin mantles, a shirt-like item, decorated with fine beads of shell and fringe might be worn to important events. Necklaces, bracelets and earrings were also worn for fashion, looks and status.
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