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The Law


Commercial Use Authorization law: The National Parks Omnibus Management Act of 1998, 16 USC 5966 – Public Law 105-391, Section 418


Additionally, Part 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 5.3 requires that all commercial activity conducted in a unit of the National Park System be administered under a specific authorization.





Requirements


A certificate of insurance is required for all approved Commercial Use Authorization’s, indicating your business has valid general liability insurance. A minimum limit is generally $300,000 per occurrence; higher limits may be required for some activities. 





A yearly use report will be required at the end of each operating year. This report gathers information on business volume.





What is the process to obtain a Commercial Use Authorization?


Applications can be picked up at the following location:


Chickasaw National Recreation Area


1008 W. 2nd Street


Sulphur, OK  73086





     Or on-line at: www.nps.gov/chic





     Or call us at 580-622-3161 or 622-7206





●Applications should be received no later than 15 working days before the proposed business activity is to begin.


●A fee of $200 is required with your Commercial Use Authorization application. This covers the costs associated with the administrative process, National Environmental Policy Act compliance and cultural compliance if applicable. The fee is non-refundable.


●Additional cost recovery may apply according to the type of commercial service authorized.


●Commercial Use Authorization’s are issued by calendar year, up to a two year period.
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Commercial Use Authorizations





What is a Commercial Use Authorization (CUA)?


The United States Congress authorized the National Park Service to issue commercial use authorizations under which persons are allowed to provide certain commercial services to visitors in areas of the national park system that the Secretary of the Interior determines to be consistent with the purpose of the park. These authorizations are not considered a concession contract and there is no preferential right of renewal.





What is a commercial service?


Commercial services are defined as any activity or service that occurs in a park for which compensation is made. By law all commercial services must be authorized in writing by the Park Superintendent.





Examples of commercial services:


Food Service, Guided Hiking, Boat Rental & Tour Boats, Outfitters, Horse & Wagon Rides, Firewood Supplies, Climbing or Scuba Diving service.





What are the criteria for a Commercial Use Authorization? 


● Services authorized must have minimal impact on resources and values of the park.


●Services provided are accomplished in a manner consistent with preservation and conservation of park resources and values.


●Liability of the government is limited.


●A reasonable fee is collected by the NPS for the issuance of the Commercial Use Authorization to recover associated management and administrative costs.


●The number of Commercial Use Authorization’s issued is consistent with preservation and proper management of park resources and values.











