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Una Vida

Una Vida is a Chacoan great house (monumental public building)
containing about 100 ground floor rooms and kivas, and a great
kiva in an enclosed plaza. Construction began about A.D. 850
and continued for over 250 years, concurrent with Pueblo Bonito
and Penasco Blanco. The site is largely unexcavated. Centuries o
blowing sand have covered the rooms with a protective blanket o
sand and native vegetation.

The site looks much as it did when it was described in 1849.
Lieutenant James H. Sim pson, on a military exp edition through
avajo country, completed detailed observations and drawings o
na Vida and other Chacoan sites for his report. Simpson named
his and other Chacoan sites, using names given to him by
arravahal, a Mexican guide from San Ysidro.

ollow this 1I-mile rounditrip trail to Una Vida. Nearby are

istoric Navajo sites, a sheep camp, and petroglyphs pecked
into the high canyon wall. The trail is steep and rocky in
places. Please watch your footing.

istoric sketch of Una Vida, 1849, by Richard H. Kern




