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Forest scene near Camp Greentop. NPS photo
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Appendix A: Legislation and Executive Orders
Park Legislation Date Description

Emergency Relief and 
Construction Act of 1932 

47 Stat. 717

July 21, 1932 Authorizes the acquisition of land by purchase, 
condemnation, or otherwise that would be needed for 
“emergency construction of public building projects 
outside the District of Columbia.”

Federal Emergency Relief 
Act

May 12, 1933 Created Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) 
with responsibilities to conduct investigations dealing 
with problems of employment relief,” provide “grants 
to several States to aid meeting the costs of furnishing 
relief and work relief …”

National Industrial 
Recovery Act, 48 Stat. 200

June 16, 1933 Authorized the president to establish agencies for the 
purpose of implementing the act with termination of 
agencies, etc. …, “at the expiration of two years after 
the date if enactment of this Act …”Also authorized the 
establishment of public works programs and projects.

Fourth Deficiency Act June 16, 1933 During Fiscal Year 1933 this act provided funding 
for activities approved under the National Industrial 
Recovery Act.

Emergency Appropriation 
Act

June 19, 1933 During Fiscal Year 1935, authorized appropriations 
pursuant to title II of the National Industrial Recovery Act 
and the Federal Emergency Relief Act of 1933 for the 
benefits of public works and “to meet the emergency 
and necessity for relief in stricken agricultural areas.”

56 Stat.326

Public Law 77-594

June 6, 1942 Required that all RDA project areas be maintained for 
“public park, recreational and conservation purposes.”

Authorized the conveyance of “recreation 
demonstration project lands to the States with the 
approval of the President.”

Public Law 81-640 August 3, 1950 “To authorize grantees of recreation demonstration 
project lands to make land exchanges relating to such 
properties, and for other purposes.”

68 Stat. 791

Public Law 83-654

August 24, 1954 Authorizes the exchanges of lands acquired by the 
United States for Catoctin Recreation Demonstration 
Area, Frederick County, Maryland, for the purposes of 
exchanging lands therein.
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Park Executive Orders Date Description

6747 June 23, 1934 Allocated funds to “meet the Emergency and Necessity 
for relief in stricken Agricultural Areas” and specifically 
to FERA for making grants to States …”

6910-B December 1, 1934 Allocated to FERA the sum of $5,000,000 for the 
purpose of affording relief through the purchase of 
submarginal lands in the stricken agricultural areas 
including the necessary costs of administration of 
such lands as may be acquired for such purpose, and 
to the Emergency Conservation Fund the sum of 
$10,000,000, for the establishment and maintenance 
of CCC camps. 

6983 March 6, 1935 Authorizes FERA to acquire property “connection 
with the construction or carrying on of any project 
or program financed by allocations, allotments, or 
transfers made, or to be made, to FERA under the 
authority and in accordance with the provisions of the 
said National Industrial Recovery Act…”

7027 April 30, 1935 Established the Resettlement Administration to “initiate 
and administer a program of approved projects with 
respect to soil erosion, stream pollution, seacoast 
erosion, reforestation, forestation, and flood control.” 

7028 April 30, 1935 Transfers from FERA to the Resettlement Administration 
all the real and personal property or any interest therein 
…, acquired by the FERA administrator and the Director 
of the Land Program.

7034 May 6, 1935 The Works Progress Administration was established as 
a successor to the Civil Works Administration.

7496 November 14, 1936 Transferred RDA project lands from the Resettlement 
Administration to the Secretary of the Interior for the 
National Park Service to complete and administer the 
projects being transferred.

10752 February 12, 1958 Designates the Secretary of the Interior to execute 
certain powers and functions vested in the president by 
the act of February 22, 1935, 49 Stat. 30, as amended. 
Supersedes: EO 6979, February 28, 1935; EO 7756, 
December 1, 1937; EO 9732, June 3, 1946; EO 10250, 
June 5, 1951 (in part).
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Park Executive Orders Date Description

Presidential Letter December 4, 1945 From President Harry S. Truman to Maryland Governor 
O’Connor indicating that Catoctin would remain in 
federal ownership as per the authority found in a 
federal act dated June 6, 1942.

Letter from the Secretary of 
the Interior

February 29, 1952 Requesting approval from President Truman of “that 
portion of the Catoctin area that lies south of the 
Thurmont-Foxville Road, paralleling Hunting Creek … 
are no longer essential as a part of the National Capital 
Parks System.”

Land Record No. 150 July 28,1954 On July 12, 1954, NPS Director Conrad Wirth 
changed the name of Catoctin Mountain Recreational 
Demonstration Area to Catoctin Mountain Park.



Foundation Document

48

225



Catoctin Mountain Park

49

234



Foundation Document

50

229



Catoctin Mountain Park

51235



Foundation Document

52

HeinOnline  -- 56 Stat. 326 1940-1942
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HeinOnline  -- 56 Stat. 327 1940-1942
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Eastern deciduous forest in early spring. NPS photo


