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Faneuil Hall Today

Inta the 20th Century, Faneail Hall has remained an
active amd important place for Bostonians, In the carly
1fth Century the three granite structures of the
Quiney Market were biill 1o Ue #ast of the Hall
These, along with Faneodl Hall’s markel s2alls,
continued o be Boston's wholesale food distriburion
center until the 1960, During the 18708 the enline
Faneuil Hall area underwent a major renewal, and
today the stalls purvey food w the thoosands of
visitors each day

The mesting room ot Faneail Fall =till serves the
pecple of Boston as a public mesting place as well
Mational ssues contimoe to b diseussedd from its stde
but mare freguently, the hall is the site of debates on
COMMmMUnELY issiees high schood graduations, mnd
naturalization ceremonies for new Americans. Peter
Faneuil™s original Hall was inlended to serve
Bostoninns ng a morket place Tor [ood on one lewis],
and o market place Tor jdeas on the seoomd I'-*i.l.a-l}.' this
tradition continges
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Visiting Faneail Hall

Thi= !]T||||:|||_|_ flooe of Faneoil Hall comybmbns -.|'|ll|l‘\- i
cating establishments. The seeond (oo meeding room
is stuffed by Park Rangers of the Mational Park
Serwiee, The thind floor eontaing the museam and
armaory of the Ancienl and Honoruble Artillery
Company of Massachusetis, The Company, Toundest in
1644 Tor the defense of this coleny, has ocoupiend space
i Fanauwll Hall sinee 17486, The Hall 15 open
throwedout the vear and is peceasible to persons who
e sl

Faneuil Hall, owned by the Clty of Boston, |s & anll of
Boston Matienn] Historienl Park, 1L 5 preserved
thraugh the cosperation of the Criy of Beston and 1he
Unitesd States National Park Service

Faneuil Hall

Boston National Historical Park




Faneuil Hall

Fanewil Hall 1742

I early |Heh century Boston a mimber of merchant fnmilies
amassed grest wealth through shipping and trade. Codfish,
camght ofl the coast, were dried, salved, and iraded i che
Wiest [nclies Por modasses and . These producis wene, in
tum, exchanped in Europe for mamifactiared goods, or aloag
lhe west coost of Afnca, Tor slaves. One of the wealihiesi
Bioston merchomts af this eri was Peter Faneuil

Famewil proposed fo mark his suceess by bullding o central
Foused msarkiet In his bometowis The merits of establishing a
permanend markeipiace had long been debaied in Hoslon and
all prevaous attempis had failed. Boston™s volers accepled
Fanewil's proposal only afier much beated debate amd by o
slim majority. The huilding as finally construcied in 1742
included not only an open markes bt also 5 meeting spuce
for the fown povermamend. The hall, namsed for Faneall, swns
built on land gaimed by the filling of the small cove near the
ancient and dalapeiisied jown dock.

The kvwer kevel of the hall was divided into “sialls™ whach
were lesseg] For market Parpeses, Mleat, vegetables, and
dairy proclecis could be purchased there in convenism,
regulsted surmoundings on & doily basis. The lange meeting
ot o the second foor became Boston's official iown
hall. Here, in public session, Bostonians debated issues,
clected pown officials, voled locil foves, and spent lown
mIcHmiEs

In 17681, Fire guited Faneni] Hall, buming the mterson Two
wenrs lnler repairs wiers |'|'||n|'|||.'r.m1 = this time finsnced by &
|'|||h|||,' lonery, 11 was in this strecture that the first nenblings
of the American Bevolation were feh

“*The Cradle of Liberty ™

The poran meetings beld in Faneuil Hall should only have
comcermned (hemselves with local issses. In the mid- 1 7i0s
hovwever, the discussbon rmed 1o the axaion polscies of the
British Enypare. and Funeul] Hall became the focus of
revolitionary activity m Bogon. Al lmmes proiesl mesings
held at the Hall spilled over inbo incidenis ol veslénoe on the
sineets. Under the leadership of Fames Otis, Samoel Adoms
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D, Josseph Warren i other “Sons of Liberiy,” debates led
by opposaiiion 1o the Sugar Tux of 1764, the Stamp Act of
1765, and odher British political maneovers. In December of
1773 seswaons ookl ploce here concerning o newly armvsd
comsgnment of lea and the s o be paid on ol

Themagh the rhetonc expressed here concemed only one
COlTMIRiLY, Bioston, Feporis wens carried throghow
thee coboabes amd led them topether wwavards unity and
idependience. Activities here earned Fanewil Hall its
nime as Amencd s CUradle of Libemy.

Bulfinch’s Faneuail Hall

& fer the Bevolubion. the size of Faneuil Hall becisie
inudeguate 1o meel the peeds of the growing town. In TR,
Boston called upon Charles Bulfinch, ane of America’s
foremost architects, W expand Faneuil Hall, In o masteriul
design, Bulfinch doukled the widih and heaght of the
||||||.\J'_||l_I wirthone .||'|'I'II|' e hase '-|.:|-||.' Thie muarker orea
was eackosed by heavy doors, A new “Bulfinch interior”
was installed in the mesting o, which remains vimeally
wischanged oy

With the adogtian of the City Charter in 1E22, governmienil
by toem mieeting ended. and the Hall was no longer the
cemer of bocal political acrivity
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However, it rematned p foram for the debate of |
national ssnes, Anti=slivery advocales hell nkme s
rillies i the 18408 and 1860s, Teaturing speeches by
Willinm Llasyd Garrisen, Wendell Phillips, Clarkes

Snmner, and Frederlek Dougilass, Proservaiion of the

wnbsn, tempenenoe, and women's sulfrge wers ilso

the subject of large gatherings. Noted speakers

included Dandel Webster, JelTersen Davis, and Susan

H. Anthony. The Hall's reputation as the “Cradle of
Liberty' " contimaed




