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RAGGED ISLAND PLANTS 
 
 
Island Acreage:   4.1     Quadrangle:  Hull 
 
Owner:   Town of Hingham    Survey Dates:  June 27, August 20, 18 June  
                   2002; 14 August 2002 
Rare Plants:   
 
Species Scientific 
Name 

Species Common 
Name 

Family Date 
Observed 

Habitat 

Acer platanoides* Norway maple Aceraceae 6/27 open ledges 
Acer pseudoplatanus* Sycamore maple Aceraceae 6/27 open ledges 
Acer rubrum Red maple Aceraceae 6/27 open ledges (seedling) 
Acer saccharinum Silver maple Aceraceae 6/27 thickets 
Achillea millefolium* Northern yarrow Asteraceae 6/27 open ledges 
Ambrosia artemisiifolia Ragweed Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 
Amelanchier 
canadensis  

Thicket shadbush Rosaceae 6/27 shoreline thicket 

Amelanchier 
stolonifera 

Running 
shadbush 

Rosaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Anagallis arvensis* Scarlet pimpernel Primulaceae 6/27 beach strand 
Arenaria serpyllifolia* Sand-spurrey Caryophyllaceae 6/18/02 rock outcrops 
Atriplex patula* Orache Chenopodiaceae 6/27 beach strand, thicket 

edges, rocky shoreline 
Berberis thunbergii* Japanese barberry Berberidaceae 6/27 thickets 
Berberis vulgaris* European 

barberry 
Berberidaceae 6/27 open ledges 

Betula populifolia  Gray birch Betulaceae 6/27 thickets 
Bidens frondosa  Beggar-ticks Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 
Bromus tectorum*  Downy chess Poaceae 6/27 open ledges 
Bulbostylis capillaris  Sand sedge Cyperaceae 8/20  open ledges 
Cakile edulenta  Sea-rocket Brassicaceae 6/27 beach strand, rocky 

shoreline 
Calystegia sepium* Hedge-bindweed Convolvulaceae 6/27 thickets 
Carex hormathodes Salt marsh straw-

sedge 
Cyperaceae 6/27 beach strand 

Celastrus orbiculatus* Oriental 
bittersweet 

Celastraceae 6/27 thickets 

Celtis occidentalis Hackberry Ulmaceae 6/27 open ledges 
Chenopodium album*   Lamb’s quarters Chenopodiceae 6/27 open ledges 
Cirsium arvense* Canada thistle Asteraceae 6/27 thickets 
Convallaria majallis* Lily-of-the-valley Liliaceae 6/27 thickets 
Conyza canadensis Horseweed Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 
Cuscuta gronovii Common dodder Cuscutaceae 6/27 thickets 
Danthonia spicata Poverty grass Poaceae 6/27 thickets 
Digitaria sanguinalis* Tall crab-grass Poaceae 8/20 open ledges 
Erechtities hieraciifolia Fireweed Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Festuca ovina Sheep fescue Poaceae 6/18/02 open ledges 
Festuca rubra (v) Red fescue Poaceae 6/27 thickets 
Fraxinus sp. (v) Ash sp. Oleaceae 6/27 open ledges  Probably F. 

pensylvanica 
Gaylussacia baccata Black 

huckleberry 
Ericaceae 8/20 open ledges 

Gleditsia triacanthos* Honey locust Caesalpinaceae 6/27 thickets 
Hemerocallis fulva* Day lily Liliaceae 6/27 thickets 
Heracleum maximum 
(v,p) 

Cow-parsnip Apiaceae 6/27 open ledges 

Hieracium canadense  Canada 
hawkweed 

Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 

Hypericum 
gentianoides  

Orange grass Clusiaceae 8/20 open ledges 

Hypericum 
perforatum* 

Common St. 
Johns-wort 

Clusiaceae 6/27 thickets 

Impatiens capensis  Jewel-weed Balsaminaceae   
Iva frutescens Saltmarsh elder Asteraceae 6/27 beach strand, rocky 

shoreline 
Juncus tenuis Path-rush Juncaeae 6/27 thickets 
Juniperus virginiana Eastern red cedar Cupressaceae 6/27 open ledges, thickets 
Lathyrus japonicus Beach-pea Fabaceae 6/27 beach strand, rocky 

shoreline 
Lepidium virginicum Wild peppergrass Brassicaceae 6/27 thickets 
Ligusticum scothicum 
(v) 

Scotch lovage Apiaceae 6/27 rocky shoreline 

Limonium nashii  Sea-lavender Plumbaginaceae 6/27 beach strand, rocky 
shoreline 

Linaria canadensis Blue toadflax Scrophulariaceae 6/27 thickets 
Linaria vulgaris*  Butter-and-eggs Scrophulariaceae 6/27 thickets 
Lonicera morrowii*  Morrow’s 

honeysuckle 
Caprifoliaceae 6/27 thickets 

Lycopus americanus American water-
horehound 

Lamiaceae 6/27 open ledges 

Morus alba*  White mulberry Moraceae 6/27 thickets 
Myrica pensylvanica Bayberry Myricaceae 6/27 thickets 
Panicum sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/27 open ledges 
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

Virginia creeper Vitaceae 6/27 thickets 

Phytolacca americana  Pokeweed Phytolaccaceae 6/27 thickets 
Picea abies* Norway spruce Pinaceae 6/27 open ledges 
Poa compressa* Canada bluegrass Poaceae 8/20open 

ledges, 
thickets 

 

Poa sp. (v)  Poaceae 6/27 thickets 
Polygonum aviculare* Doorweed Polygonaceae 8/20 thickets 
Polygonum 
lapathifolium  

Nodding 
smartweed 

Polygonaceae 8/20 thickets 

Polygonum sp.   Polygonaceae 6/27 open ledges 
Populus 
tremuloides/adenopoda 
(v) 

 Salicaceae 6/27 thickets 

Portulaca oleracea* Common 
purslane 

Portulacaceae 8/20 open ledges 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Prunus serotina Black cherry Rosaceae 6/27 thickets 
Quercus robur* English oak Fagaceae 6/27 thickets 
Quercus rubra Northern red oak Fagaceae 8/20 thickets 
Quercus velutina Black oak Fagaceae 6/27 thickets 
Raphanus 
raphanistrum* 

Wild radish Brassicaceae 6/27 beach strand 

Rhamnus frangula* Glossy buckthorn Rhamnaceae 6/27 thickets 
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac Anacardiaceae 6/27 thickets 
Ribes cynosbati (v) Prickly 

gooseberry 
Grossulariaceae 6/27 thickets 

Rosa rugosa* Saltspray rose Rosaceae 6/27 thickets 
Rosa virginiana Virginia rose Rosaceae 6/18/02 thickets 
Rubus hispidus Bristly dewberry Rosaceae 6/27 thickets 
Rubus idaeus Wild red 

raspberry 
Rosaceae 6/27 thickets 

Rubus sp.  Rosaceae 6/27 thickets 
Rumex acetosella* Sheep-sorrel Polygonaceae 6/27 open ledges 
Rumex crispus Curly dock Polygonaceae 6/27 open ledges, thickets 
Salsola kali Seabeach 

saltwort 
Chenopodiaceae 6/18/02 rocks in spray zone 

Sambucus canadensis Common 
elderberry 

Caprifoliaceae 6/27 thickets 

Schizachyrium 
scoparium* 

Little bluestem Poaceae 8/20 open ledges 

Setaria sp.  (v)  Poaceae 8/20 open ledges 
Smilax rotundifolia Bullbrier Smilacaceae 6/27 thickets 
Solanum dulcamara* Bittersweet 

nightshade 
Solanaceae 6/27 open ledges 

Solanum nigrum* Black nightshade Solanaceae 8/20 thickets 
Solidago rugosa Rough goldenrod Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 
Solidago sempevirens Seaside 

goldenrod 
Asteraceae 6/27 beach strand 

Sonchus arvensis* Field sow-thistle Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 
Sonchus oleraceus* Annual sow-

thistle 
Asteraceae 8/20 thickets 



*=introduced species; (v)=voucher specimen; (p)=photograph 

Sorbus aucuparia* European 
mountain-ash 

Rosaceae 6/27 thickets 

Spartina alterniflora Saltwater 
cordgrass 

Poaceae 6/27 beach strand, rocky 
shoreline 

Spartina patens Salt hay Poaceae 8/20 rocky shoreline 
Suaeda linearis  Tall sea-blite Chenopodiaceae 8/20 beach strand 
Suaeda sp. (v)  Chenopodiaceae   
Teucrium canadense  American 

germander 
Lamiaceae 8/20 thickets 

Thuja occidentalis* Northern white 
cedar 

Cupressaceae 6/27 thickets 

Tilia americana Basswood Tiliaceae 6/27 shoreline thicket 
Toxicodendron 
radicans 

Poison-ivy Anacardiaceae 6/27 thickets 

Trichostema 
dichotomum (p) 

Blue curls Lamiaceae 8/20 open ledges 

Vaccinium 
corymbosum 

Highbush 
blueberry 

Ericaceae 6/18/02 thickets 

Verbascum thapsus* Common mullein Scrophulariaceae 6/27 thickets 
Viburnum regognitum  Northern arrow-

wood 
Caprifoliaceae 6/27 thickets 

Xanthium echinatum Cocklebur Asteraceae 6/27 beach strand, rocky 
shoreline 

     
 
Notes on Habitats and Flora 
 
Similar to Langlee Island,  Ragged Island is densely vegetated with shrub and tree 
thickets.  The island has a large number of non-native trees, including Norway maple 
(Acer platanoides), honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos), white mulberry (Morus alba), 
Norway spruce (Picea abies), and English oak (Quercus robur).  The central part of the 
island has a large, impenetrable stand of bullbrier (Smilax rotundifolia).   
 
Open ledges on the island’s west side support a small red cedar (Juniperus virginiana) 
community that is exceptionally “natural” by the standards of Harbor Island upland 
habitats.  Native species within this community include sand sedge (Bulbostylis 
capillaris), black huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata), orange grass (Hypericum 
gentianoides), little bluestem (Schizachrium scoparium), and blue curls (Trichostema 
dichotomum).  This community, which strongly suggests the Maritime Juniper 
Woodland/Shrubland listed as a rare habitat (classified S1) in Massachusetts (Swain and 
Kearsley 2000), will be investigated again in 2002. 
 
The shoreline is primarily rocky, with small patches of sandy beach and salt marsh.  The 
only population of Scotch lovage (Ligusticum scothicum) observed on the Harbor Islands 
is located on Ragged Island’s eastern shoreline. 
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