dC r John H.Chafee
BLACKSTONE RIVER VALLEY
Massachusetts
ea National Heritage Corridor Commission
T T
-

Bringing New Life to Mills
Selected Resources

Massachusetts Smart Growth Tool Kit
An entire module of the Smart Growth Tool Kit is devoted to the revitalization of historic mills — see
http://www.mass.gov/envir/smart growth toolkit/pages/mod-mill-redev.html, where you'll find links to:

e Mill Revitalization Slide Shows — three PowerPoint presentations on Mill Revitalization Districts

e Sample Mill Revitalization District Bylaws

e Mill Reuse Summary Matrix — a chart that details how more than 20 Massachusetts communities have

encouraged the reuse of their mills
e Mill Revitalization Case Studies

Grow Smart Rhode Island www.growsmartri.org
Click on the “Case Studies” link to see examples of successfully completed mill rehabilitation projects.

Green Valley Institute Fact Sheets www.greenvalleyinstitute.org/publications.htm

The Green Valley Institute helps communities in the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor sustain their
environment and quality of life while growing their economies. GVI has published a series of fact sheets, some
of which relate to mill rehabilitation — see, for example, “Innovative Zoning Techniques — Form-Based Zoning”
and “Villages and Town Centers.”

Draper Complex Reuse Committee — Report to the Board of Selectmen

The Draper Complex, located on more than 100 acres of land in the center of Hopedale and consisting of over
1,000,000 s.f., was once the largest manufacturer of textile machinery in the world. For the last twenty years it
has been largely vacant. This 2007 report by the Draper Complex Reuse Committee is the product of two years
of regular meetings to investigate how the Town can stimulate the redevelopment of the Draper Complex in a
way that will create a vibrant new center for the community, make a positive contribution to the municipal tax
base and enhance the quality of life in Hopedale. The report contains a description of the property, a concept
plan for redevelopment, an analysis of zoning, an analysis of the impact on the school system and a series of
recommendations for moving forward. Available at www.hopedale-ma.gov/
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Tax Incentives for Historic Preservation
e The Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program encourages private sector rehabilitation of
historic buildings, including mills, and is one of the nation’s most successful and cost-effective
community revitalization programs. The program is administered by National Park Service and the
Internal Revenue Service in partnership with State Historic Preservation Offices. See
www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/tax/index.htm

e The Massachusetts Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit is administered by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission. Under the program, a certified rehabilitation project on an income-producing property is
eligible to receive up to 20% of the cost of certified rehabilitation expenditures in state tax credits. There
is an annual cap, so there are selection criteria that ensure the funds are distributed to the projects that
provide the most public benefit. See www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhctax/taxidx.htm or call 617-727-8470.

e The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
The Secretary’s Standards promote responsible preservation practices that help protect our nation's
irreplaceable cultural resources and provide philosophical consistency to work that is undertaken.
Projects that receive either state or federal historic tax credits must meet the Secretary’s Standards.
Available for download at www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/standguide or order through the Government
Printing Office (1-866-512-1800).

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation

The DCR’s 2004 publication, Reading the Land — Massachusetts Heritage Landscapes: A Guide to
Identification and Protection, is a step-by-step guide to the identification, documentation, evaluation and
protection of heritage landscapes. Available at www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/publications.htm or
by calling 617-626-1380.
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