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Happy Birthday to Us.  Join us as we celebrate the Na�on-

al Park Service’s 97th birthday on Sunday, August 25.   Free 

camping will be available at Alum Ford as well as free back-

country permits for that night.   

Blue Heron Ghost Train & Storytelling.   Make plans now 

to a(end the 3rd Annual Blue Heron Ghost Train Storytell-

ing program on September 7th at the Blue Heron Mining 

Community Interpre�ve Center near Stearns.  Park staff will 

lead visitors in the darkness of night by only the lickers of 

lanterns to local storytellers who will share their tradi�onal 

tales from around our region.  Visitors may drive their per-

sonal vehicles or ride the train.  Contact the Big South Fork 

Scenic Railway (www.bsfsry.com) for �ckets.  There is a fee 

to ride the train and reserva�ons are recommended. 

Looking for Something to Do?  Check out our webpage  for 

a lis�ng of upcoming programs.  www.nps.gov/biso/

parknews/newsreleases.htm.  From snakes to storytelling 

to astronomy, we’ve got something for everyone. 

Star light, star bright, don’t miss the 

Big South Fork sky at night.  Join Paul 

Lewis from the University of Tennes-

see for an evening of stargazing.  This 

is a great opportunity to find out 

which objects to look for in the night 

sky of August.  This program will be 

held on August 9th at 9:30 pm in the 

parking lot across from the Bandy 

Creek Visitor Center.  Telescopes will 

be available for night sky observa�ons 

a=er the program.  The program is 

free; we recommend bringing a blan-

ket or chair for comfortable sea�ng. 
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Calling All Photographers to submit entries for the 2
nd
 

annual  photography exhibit at the Obed Wild and Sce-

nic River Visitor Center.  Images may show wildlife, 

plant life, natural landscapes, weather, or people inter-

ac�ng with nature within the Obed Wild and Scenic 

River. 	Entries must be received no later than August 

19, 2013 and must be accompanied by a completed 

entry form.  Entry forms may be downloaded from the 

park’s website. h(p://www.nps.gov/obed.  Entries may 

be emailed to (obri_informa�on@nps.gov) or dropped 

off at or mailed to the Park Visitor Center.  See the 

park’s website for more details and entry forms. 

Save the Date for the 14th Annual Adopt-A-Crag on 

September 7th.  We are teaming up with the East Ten-

nessee Climbers Coali�on (ETCC) to celebrate Na�onal 

Public Lands Day.  Stay tuned for more details next 

month.   

Coffee and Climbing with a Ranger Con)nues on  

August 3.  Join rangers for a free cup of coffee at Lilly 

Bridge from 8:30 am to 

10:30 am.  Climbing 

begins at 11 am.  

Would be rock climbers 

of all ages are encour-

aged to a(end.  All gear 

is provided.  All you 

need is drinking water, 

sturdy footwear and a 

willingness to try new 

things.  A(end one or 

both programs.  No 

reserva�ons needed. 

Bandy Creek Visitor Center at (423) 286-7275  

or visit us at: 
www.nps.gov/biso 

Twi(er@BigSouthForkNRR 

www.facebook.com/BigSouthForkNRRA 

Obed Visitor  Center at (423) 346-6294  

or visit us at: 
www.nps.gov/obed 

   Twi(er@ObedWSR 

   www.facebook.com/ObedWSR 

Lots more happening! Call the Visitor Centers for informa)on about the new and exci)ng  

Interpre)ve programs happening at both parks.   

The night sky as seen  from the Big South Fork .  


