Block House Camp Background Information
In August the NPS received a recommendation from owners of the property commonly known as the "Block House," which is located off the Oasis Trail in the Corn Dance Unit of the Preserve.  The owners wanted to move the designated primary trail farther to the east because they felt that the trail may run through their property, and the current trail route may encourage vandalism and theft.  Additionally, the owners felt that even if the trail did not run through their property, the trail was situated in such a manner that may encourage vandalism or theft.  The owners provided an alternative route that they felt would offset the trail from the property sufficiently to prevent any possible problems.

In March 2011 NPS staff conducted field reconnaissance at the proposed reroute site.  Once staff got to the site, they attempted to follow the suggested route but discovered that there was no pre-existing trail.  Following this, the NPS contacted the property owners and subsequently conducted another field visit with them.  In September 2011 the NPS made the determination, and informed the owners in writing, that the proposed route was not sustainable due to the fact that it was not a well established route and would require stabilization.  The NPS determined that the existing trail was well established and would not require stabilization.  Additionally, it was found that the existing trail did not travel across private property and that there was a reasonable buffer between the trail and the private structure.

The NPS is requesting the ORV Advisory Committee review this issue and provide a recommendation related to the topic.

