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This account deals generally with Tamiami Trail work from
Miami to Tampa, but more specifically it treats of the project from
Miami to Fort Myers because in the origin of Tamiami Trail or
Miami-Marco Highway there wes not a single mile of hard surface
road from Miami to Fort Myers. In fact there was considerably over
8 hundred miles of route along which there was not a single house
congequently the project from Fort Myers to Miami was not only
conguering the Everglades and Big Cypress but blazing a trail
from Miami to Fort Myers through what wzs before 1915 an
almost unexplored section of Florida. That portion of the Tamiami
T'rail from Fort Myers to Tampa and to points north has since been
designated as Tamiami Trail, had been construct-d prior to 1915
£5 A travelable and usable road, consequently the author haz con-
fined the major part of these statistical facts to that part of the
Tamiami Trail between Fort Myers and Miami.




FOREWORD

TENDENCY to forget or overlook the work of those identified

with great enterprises if circumstanc interpose to prevent
carrving them to completion, impels msideration of the walus
vf sueh fervices ag have been redered DY the plonesrs wi Nave
Fiven freely of their timue nd means to Inaugurate the construc-
tion of a trans-peninsula highw Florid It was due to thei
11rm 1 ition and faith that tl LAl 1 ['1 AT nto being
T'he work which they accomplished 1 il 1 well as fait
phyvaical endurance as well as 5101 suplading O 1b] 4
demand for the highway was fundamental before constroction
the road could be commenced. Wading in water breast-deep for
nterminable days, sleeping under the star ipon scdden hummoel
harzssed Dy torturing ingects, burning smoke signals to loeate cael
other when widely separated by the requirements of the fortuitous
labor 1n which they were engaged, were onlv a fow of the hardships
they endured.

Finaneial difficultieg were not the least of traubl
which the: had to contend. The unknown character of the im-
mense terra incognita through which the highway was projected
could not be determined by engineers trudging through miles of
aquatic prairie. Not until actuzl construction was attempted did
the dizcouraging features of tl indertaking become adeguat
known. Fi .'"!|;|.|-- It 18 due to divine oversight that man's for Tt
12 confined within such a limited | FIEaT. [f aur DT e TS ad Tulls
realized the formidable nature of the task it iz probsble they would
never have tried to master it, for they would have known that their
estimates were woefully inaccurate and their resources uneaual te
Its encompassment. But having started it, thevy were determined
to finish the job, and today it has been br ight to pass, primarily
because they kept eternally at it until means wi re provided ti
the burden from their weary shoulders Their valiant strugele ha

been rewarded, and nothing so unworthy as selfishness or conceit

a iyl 3 T 1 ] i1 g n
-I-"---I [T Tt O dim the | tre of thei “hievemaent or 3 P

the memory of their soulful cours




Tentative Order of Exercises in Celebration of the
Opening of the Tamiami Trail, in Miami,
Thursday, April 26, 1928.

HE motoregde from Tampa and Fort Myers is expected to reach

Miami by 4 P. M., of Thursday, April 26, 1928, and will be met
by a delegation of citizens headed by the Commissioners of Dade
County, Florida, and the Honorable Everest G. Sewell, Mayor of
Miami, accompanied by I E. Schilling, member resident of the
State Road Department, and by the Mayor of Coral (zables, Edward
E. Dammers, the Mayor of Hialeah, J. P. Grethen, and the Mayor
of Miami Beach, J. N. Lummus.

The motorcade will be conducted by the Miami escort past the
City Hall at Coral Gables, along the principal streets of that city,
and passing out through the imposing Ponce de Leon gateway, along
Southwest Eighth Street to Southwest Second Avenue, crossing to
Flagler Street, thence east to Miami's most distinetive thoroughfare,
the magnificent Biscayne Boulevard, Passing through Bayfront
Park, the vigitors will view the decorations set up for the 5dth
Imperial Council of the Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine to be held in Miami Mav 1, 2 and 3. and then will proceed
across the County Couseway, viewing the City Hall of Miami Beach,
and raturning to Miami over the Venectian Way, thence south along
Biscayne Boulevard, and back tto Bavfront Park., where the formal
exercises will be held at 8 P. M., as follows:

Address by James F. Jaudon, on the early history of the Ta-
miami Trail.

Address by Hugh Peters, Chairman of the Board of County
Commissioners of Dade County,

Address by Clinton Bolick, Mayor of Fort Myers,
Address by Donald B. McKay, Mavor of Tampa,

Adress by E. G. Sewell, Mavor of Miami. who will introduce

I. E. Schilling.
Introduction of Fons A, Hathaway, Chairman of the Florida

State Highway Commission, by Mr. Schilling.

Address by Fons A. Hathaway, on the part taken by the State
Highway Department in the completion of the Tamiami Trail.

Addresz by Barron G. Collier, of New York, on “The Develop-
ment of the Last American Frontier.”

Address by John W. Martin, Governor of Florida. on “The
Value of the Tamiami Trail to the Btate. "
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OMPLETING a task involving cleven years of time and a cost
C of seven million dollars is cause enough for rejoicing. Such
a notable achievement in read construction iz the Tamiami Trail,
the formal opening of which will take place April 25-27, 1928,

Thi coeremonies will |.-4'|_;'il| at r|':l:I1IFI.'|.. where the eelebrantz will
form a motorcade moving on to Fort Myers where the first night
will be spent, thence to Everglades, the seat of Collier County, where
the party will be -I'['.[-I_'r':.ili?ll.'li ||].' Barron G. Collier I'I:I' whom the
county was named, and then move over the new highway to Miami
where the ceremonies will be concluded.

The celebration will be conducted under the auspices of the

Tamiami Trail Association.

It is expected that the Governor, the Honorable John W. Mar-
tin; the Chairman of the State Highway Commission, the Honorable
Fons A. “.‘Hl'l:l'.'.'i:.‘.'_ and other distinguished persons, including City
and County officials, will honor this occasion by their presence and

active participation.

To others less conspicuous than thoze who have taken part in
the promotion and construction of the Tamiami Trail will fall the
duty of recording the successive steps by which this project was
undertaken and earried to succeszful completion. Though not such
a stupendous task as building a great highway, it is neither slight
nor easy, and with due regard for proportion it may be approached
with certain misgivings, for the fear that some important fact may
escape the search or some personage who contributed much of value

te the enterprise shall fail to receive just recognition.

To set down in chronological sequence the items which even-
tually crystallized in action it is necessary to extend the quest be-
yond official records to discover the origin of the movement to
build the highway which connects the principal ecities of the east
and west coasts of peninsula Florida., It would be impossible to state
with assured positivity just when or where the idea waz born,
whether in council or in the brain of a solitary individual without
taking into account such evidence as may be had from those who
were loremost in promoting the plan, and in doing this one must
accept with seemly corroboration such statements as tend to estab-
lish a definite starting point,

With this in muind and a desire to dao exact justice to all con-
cerned it is essential to the aims of this chronicle .|_|| record the fact
that an informal meeting at Tallahassee between Francis W. Perry,
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of Fort Myers, and James F. Jaudon, of Miami, in April of 1915,
appears to be the time and place when and where the Tamiami Trail
idea began to germinate.

It is significant that statements of each of these parties agree
in essence, and for this reason demand eredibility.,

Mr. Perry was president of the Fort Myers Chamber of Com-
merce at the time and upon his return from Tallahassee set in mo-
tion the agitation which in time took the form of official action.
Captain Jaudon returned to Miami and set afoot a movement cor-
responding in character to that which Mr. Pa rry apongored in Fort
Myers. Subsequent events which have been recorded officially prove
that the propaganda thus started in Fort Myers and Miami were
synchronal, and the outstanding acts in advocacy of the proposed
highway were harmonious and went forward for the greater part
with commendable cooperation and that the beginning of the work
from th= terminal points on the projected road took place about the
game time,

A collateral branch of thiz story deals with the general road
building wave which swept over Florida that vear. Laving the
route of the Dixie Highway from Chicago to Miami was the ocea-
zion of a convention of the Dixie Highway Association in Chatta-
nooga May 20, 1915. Governor Park Trammell appointed George
W. Saxon, of Tallahassee., and Samuel A. Belcher, of Miami, a=
commissioners from Florida, but in addition to these official rep-
resentatives on the Dixie Highway Commission. there were numer-
ous delegates from Florida and other states who were interested in
securing the routing of the highway through their respective
counties,

A meeting wag held at Kizssimmee May 5 to choose delerates to
the Chattancoga convention to turn the routing of the Dixie High-
way through Central Florida. T. Ed Bryan, of Tampa, was chosen
to preside at the Kissimmee meeting and E. W. Elliott, of Palatka,
WHE secretary. A representative group was chosen to go to Chat-
tancoga, Ed Scott, of Arcadia, being chairman, The late Caolonel
J. N. Bradshaw was elected a delegate from Orange County, but
being unable to attend he appointed M. M. Smith, of Orlando, az his
alternate. The Central Florida group failled to secure the Dixie
Highway route, but this disappointment served only to make them
more determined to compel the Dixie Highway Association tg rec-
ognize the merits of their claims and it was there that the movement
was launched for a meeting to be held in Orlando June 10, 1915,
at which time the Central Florida Highway Association was or-
ganized.

This probably was the greatest road convention ever held in
Florida. It was attended by approximately two thousand PErsons,
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267 official delegates being enrolled representing many central and
gouth Florida counties. The Orlande committee of entertainment
was overwhelmed 'r:_'._' the i|||-|"'-:|:-l.-l.".l'|:. 1_r||','..'|i_l but met the il Tands
upon their hospitality in a cordial and adequate manner. T. Ed
Bryan, of Tampa, was clected president; E. W. Elliott, of Palatka,
1!-.I;|hun-|-; L. P. Dickie, of Tampa, secretary; M. M. Smith, first
vice president; C. G. Ware, of Leesburg, second vice president; H.
Clay Stanford, of Kissimmee, third vice president. The executiv
commities Was Com pos: d of T. Ed Hrl-.':m. L. P. Dickie, M, D LIver-
strect, of Orlando: Lycurgus Burns, of Winter Haven: Ed Scott, of
Arcadia; L. C. Lynch, Gainesville, and J. H., Seales, Perry. A reso-
Jution was adopted recommending that Governor Trammell appoint
ns |||_|_'|||r:-1-|'-' |-:- Elu- Ff;|1|' ]:-l:ni [-l'llllf'll'--illli. 1_|,|:|.-:-| 'r;.:j' b T -|||'__'--...:--
1zed by act of the legislature of 1915, the following: Ed acott, of
Arcadia: G. H. Cairn, of Gainesville: M. M. Smith, of Orlando, and
F. 0. Miller, of Jacksonville, to be member from the State at Filg g L
Governor Trammell honored the recommendation: by appointing
three of the four thus nominated to be members of the first Florida
Highway Commizsion, which was composed of Ed Scott, W, J. Hill-
men of Live Oak, J. D. Smith of Marianna, M. M. Smith and F. O
Miller, Ed Scott was chosen as chairman, serving from 1915 &0

1918; M. M. Smith was chairman in 1219 and 1920: Forrest Lake

of Sanford, waz chairman for about six months in 1921, when he

wis succeoded |-1'..' Judge H. B. Phillips. of Jacksonvills - who served
chairman until Fonz A. Hathaway, the present chairman, was
appointed |I;-. Governor Martin in 1925,

It is apropos to introduce the Centrzl Florida Highway Aszzo-

ciation because at that meeting the “Tamiami Trail” was formally

adopted as one of the projects to which the support of the associa-
tion was |I'.'-|;..',l'4|. E’I'Il-r to that time the Proposed |:I;.:!I'.'..:|.'.' had been
referred to as the Miami to Mareo highway, or Atlantic to Gulf
Boulevard, It will be shown from official records that for some
time after the Orlando meeting it was known as the Miami-Marco
road. And it should be noted that the original colnage of the name
was ' Tamiam."

Francisz W, rerry, of Fort Mvyers, introduced the resalution,
which was adopted, for the construction aof the “Tamiam Tratii"

f Over
the following proposed route: Tampa, Riverview, Bradenton, Sara-
s0LH, ."II:":'illl:i:I, I1|||||;|_ Gorda, For .‘l-]:-."'r-_ Bonita Springs, Eatafo.

Naples, Marco, thence east direct across the state to Miami.

. ORIGIN OF THE NAME
When the road clans gathered at Orlando for this historic con-

vention a few men met in :||‘|1'-.: T i ll'll s wuion to |'i|1-5.|'.l' i |||.Ir':

of action. _-'||,t3|'|.-||ﬁ: by is WErE E'.r'il.lii'i:" W ]'I'r'l':'\-'. [ aident of the

Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce, J, (. Rooney, secretary of the
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Ocala Chamber of Commerce, and L. P. Dickie, secretary of the
Tampa Board of Trade.

Mr. Perry traced the route of the proposed Tamiami Trail on
the map and he accords the eredit for coining the word “Tamiam”
to Mr. Dickie, but it appears that a short time prior to that time,
D. C. Gillett, of Tampa, president of the Tampa Board of Trade,
visited Miami and in speaking of that visit recently, he said:

“Mr. V. W, Helm at that time, I believe. was an officer of the
Miami Chamber of Commerce and chairman of the Good Roads
committee, and we held a meeting either of the membership or of
your directors, or of vour good roads bureau, before which 1 ap-
pzared, and the press gave quite some publicity to the movement
and to the name. Up to within the past three or four months I was
always under the impression that I coined the name Tamiami Trail,
and that this highway was originated upon the occasion of a visit
made by me to Miami while I was president of the Tampa Board
of Trade."

Capt. G. Duncan Brossier was president of the Miami Chamber
of Commerce at the time, and corroborates the story of Gillett's
visit to Miami and Helm's active participation in the Tamiami Trail
maovement.

There was some objection to the name, the late Samuel A
Belcher, then chairman of the Dade County Commissioners, being
among the principal objectors. He was of the opinion that it would
be a misnomer, because it conveyed the idea of a path only. The
same opinion has been frequently echoed, and not without reason,
for the Trail is probably the most substantially built highway in
IFlorida, being a broad road of rock construction, with the enduring
qualities of the famed Appian Way.

BIRTH OF THE ROAD MOVEMENT

“l remember very well the Central Florida Highway Associa-
tion, the greatest good roads booster association which hus EVer
existed in Florida,” writes M. M. Smith, “and the association which
was responsible for the real beginning, in a big way, of good roads
in the central and southern parts of the State. The Tamiami Trail
was included in that program as one of the future prospects for
highway construction.”

This association econtinued active until October 4, 1920, when
the last meeting was held. It is noteworthy that the first and the
last meetings were held at Orlando, and it is due to Orange County
to interject that it was the first county to complete a hard surfaced
highway from county line to county line, this being accomplished in
1915, when some of the larger and richer counties were only be-
enming groused to the importance of good roads,
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The year 1915 is emphatically important in the history of per-
manent highway construction in Florida for several outstanding
reasong. The State Highway Commission was established thal year,
the building of the Dixie Highway was started, and several counties
voted bonds in larger amounts than ever for the construction of hard
surfaced roads, but most pertinent of all to the immediate subject,

the Tamiami Trail was definitely started.

THE PRELIMINARY SURVEY

Turning now to matters of authentic record we find that on
June 3. 1915. L. T. Highleyman, E. C. Stahl and W. T. Carter were
notified by Secretary George A. Paddock, of the Miami Chamber
of Commerce, that they had been appointed a committee to repre.
gent that body to perfect a plan for a highway acrozs the State from
Miami to Tampa to be called the Tamiami Trail. The appointment
of thia committee was a week in advance of the meeting of the
Central Florida Highway Association in Orlando, and this incident
would appear to establish the fact beyond dispute that the name
was coined in advance of the Orlando meeting and substantiates
Mr. Gillett’'s recollection that the phrase was originated upon the
occasion of his visit to Miami the latter part of May, 1915. This
i:—' not l-!' dny AT MOoMmMent, |'_u'-.".r'.'|.']', :.r'- '.il"'.'. --f '.:"ll' ".".'ill.il'.L[r'.l':-:- -:II-
all coneerned to concede eredit in thizs respect to others. It is men-
tioned here for what it is worth as a matter of record.

On July 6, 1915, the following entry appears on the minutes
of the Dade County Commigsioners:

“Messrs. Highleyman, Stahl and several others addresced the
Board at some length relative to a road from Miami to the west
coast and Gulf, discussing the merits of the several proposed routes.
After a thorough discussion of the matter the following resolution
was offered by Commissioner Bryvan, and upon vote of the Board
was carried:

“iRe it resalved by the Board af County Commizsioners of Dade
County, Florida, that they heartily approve the idea of a road {rom
Miami to the Gulf and will call an election when the proper and
necessary petitions have been filed with the Board to create a special
road and bridge distriect to finanee the building of a road to meel
the Lee county road at the Dade county line. "™

Ln August 4, 1915, this entry appears:

“Meszsrs. Highleyman, Carter and several others addressed the
Board relative to the Tamiami Trail and a preliminary survey of
aame. After some little diseussion the Board agreed to stand part
of the expense of said survey by furnishing the county engineer."

Two days later the preliminary survey was started. The field
notes made by Hobart Crabtres, county engineer, are as fionllows
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“Preliminary Survey of Tamiami Trail from and of Twontieth
Street road west to Lee County Line: Left Miami, August 5, 1915.
Party compozged of following men: Captain James F. Jaudon, L. T.
Highleyman, Hobart Crabtree, engineer; Van Cleve Hallowes, chain-
man; Wallace Culbertson, chainman: Walter Ludlam, J. T. Albritton,
A. W. Frederick, and (one) Gay, colored. (Frederick later hecame
county engineer of Collier County).

“August 5, run 33 miles; Aug. 6, run 33} miles: Aug. 7, run 13
miles, rained hard most of day.

“August 8, Sunday, Capt. Jaudon, Highleyman, Ludlam, Al-
britton and Gay left for Miami in A, M. Balance of crew remained
in camp.

August 9: Crabtree, Frederick and two chainmen continued
survey west 2} miles. Returned to camp, as we did not have suf-
ficient crew or boats to move camp.

“August 10: Remained in camp waiting for Albritton to bring
boats and supplies.

“August 11: Albritton and J. M. Wilson arrived about 10
A. M. Moved camp west to end of line, 23 miles.

“August 12: Run 3 miles.

“August 13: Run 3 miles,

“August 14: Run 3 miles.

“August 15: Run 3 miles. Turned north at station 4,000 in
Range 36. Dry country and myrtle ridges ahead. Impossible to
get boats through.

“August 16: Run north 3 miles,

“August 17: Run north 2% miles. Turned west 1 mile,

“August 18: Run 11 mile west.

“August 18: Capt. Jaudon and Bob Watson arrived about
noon with two Indians, Grover Doctor and Frank Cypress, and two
canoes,'

The field notes show that the preliminary survey was begun
at the northwest corner of Section 11, 54, 40, thence west 34 miles.
Soundings were made every 100 feet to determine depth of soil
and rock. The overburden of muck and marl varied in depth from
a few inches to five feet. The elevation of water surface in the
Everglades at the end of Twentieth Strest on August 8, 1915 was
.04 feet above mean low water of Biscayne Bay.

The preliminary survey required 17 days, or until August 21,
when the pArty returned to :,'-[i',|_r|;;|iI an item in the expense account
of $10 a day for the engineer for 17 days being the entry estab-
lishing the time consumed on that expedition, which was the first
actual work done on the Tamiami Trail
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The Dade County Commissioners met August 14, 13915, and
the following entry appears on the minutes:

“I,. T. Highleymzn read a report to the Board of the survey of
the Tamiami Trail so far as surveyed, giving the depth and character
of =zoil above rock, and the general characteristics of the Trail, also
stating that they hoped to be able to give by the next meeting of
the Board a complete report of the survey. A motion was made
by Commissioner Bryan, seconded and carried, that the chair ap-
point & committee of three to go to Tallahassee and have an inter-
view with the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
and urge upon them the merits of this route to the west coast and
the very great benefits that would be derived by them as well as
the public as the road and drainage canals will bring into prodoc-
tiveness a very large body of State lands. The Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners named the following gentlemen as the
committee: L. T. Highleyman, R. E. McDonald, J. ¥ Jaudon,

The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Bryan,
geconded by Commissioner Burr, and upon vole Wag carried

“Be it resolved by the Board of County Commisgioners of Dade
County, Florida, that the partial report of J. F. Jaudon and L. T.
Highleyman referring to the proposed road and canal west from
Miami to the Lee County line be received and accepted, and that a
commisgion to be known as the Miami-Marco Road and Canal Com-
mission consisting of R. E. MecDonald, L. T. Highleyman and J. F.
Jaudon, be appointed to prepare the proper petition creating a
special road and bridge district under Chapter 6208, Acts of 1311,
and amended by Chapter 6879, Acts of 1915, embracing the lands
suggested in their report and that this commission be also author
ized to prepare the necessary maps and plats of the territory em-
braced in the proposed road and bridge district, and that they be
authorized to ecirculate petitions for subseriptions from land awners
in said district to prosecute the construction of roads and canals In
guch district and that they be authorized to place facts and fipures
before the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund and Com-
mizsioners of Everglades Drainage Distriet of Florida to the end
that they apply the sum of $250,000 of the present proposed bond
128ue on the Everglades Drainage District as authorized by Chapter
6957, Acts of Lemslature of 1915, or in ease it be not Flr:_l.l'ril.':ll'lll'
to apply these bonds or the proceeds thereof to this project, that
'|.Ir'll.':'.' be asked to set aside a specific acreage adjacent to line of
proposed road and canal at a minimum price per acre to ageregate
the sum of $250,000, the procecds thereof to be used on cangl work
as recommended by the Randolph Drainage Commission, and that
this commission :|'|r'|||.-i||1_1-1| by us be authorized to circulate a sub-
seription for the sale of these lands on such terms and at such prices
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a5 may be named by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund.”

From the foregoing citations it will be seen that the commis-
sion as officially designated was the Miami-Marco Road and Canal
Commission, though the neme of the highway which it was pro-
posed to build was to be known as the Tamiami Trail Algo that this
commission was charged with zeveral onerous duties. First, to ecir-
culate petitions for the establishment of a special road and bridge
district, to map and plat the lands to be included in this distriet.
and the members were to go to Tallahassee and attempt to vrocure
aid from the Internal Improvement Board, or Drainage Commis-
sioners, first from the proceeds of the proposed bond issue of
23,000,000, which had been authorized by the legislature to CATTY
on dreinage operations, and failing in this the gpecial commission
was to apply to the Internal Improvement Board for lands AFETe-
gating the value of $250,000 (50,000 acres at 26 an acre) to be
sold and the proceeds used in the construction of the Tamiami
Trail and eanal.

The idea actuating the Dade County Commissioners was that
the drainage of the Everglades would be promoted by the construc-
tion of the proposed road, because it was the plan to dig a canal
and use the rock excavated from the canal for road bed. The eanal
would constitute a waterway of value in draining the adjacent
lands, and the drainage thus effected would enhance their value to
the State,

On August 25, 1915, this entry appears in the minutes of the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund at Tallahpssee:

“Messrs. Jaudon and Highleyman of Dade County, appeared
before the Board and prezented the following communication from
the Board of County Commissioners of Dade County.™

It is not necessary to quote the communication for the resson
that it recites practically the same matter as appears in the reso-
lution already quoted, with the exception that it states a bond
issue of $275,000 is contemplated in Dade County for the construc-
tion of roads in the proposed new district. After this communica-
tion was presented to the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Board the Chief Drainage Engineer was instructed to take up the
matter from a drainage and reclamation standpoint and report to the
Trustecs,

Pending report from the Chief Drainage Engineer the Miami-
Marco commissioners returned to Miami and circulated the peti-
tions for the establishment of a special road and bridge district. the
result of which 15 recited in the minutez of the Dade Countv Com-
m:ssioners September 7, 1915, as follows:
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the following petition with profile of road made by the County
Engincer running through the territory for which the petition asks
be created into a special road and bridge district. Mr. Highleyman
spoke at some length as to the merits of the proposed road and of
the benefits to be derived by Dade County from the building of
said road. Following is the petition and deseription of the terri-
tory to be embraced in the special road and bridge distriet, and that
bonds be issued in the sum of $275,000, $250,000 in bondz to be
jgaued and sold as funds may be needed to construct the necessary
hard surface road and build the necessary bridges from the north-
west corner of Section 11, Township 54 South, Range 40 East, or
guch other point as may be found more practicable in a general
westerly direction to the Lee county line, to connect with the hard
r-l,]]'r'.']l.'l'll road to be constrocted ||:._' Lea i'lllllil_'.' from Marco anid
Fort Myers to said point; $25,000 in bonds to be issued and sold for
|,'||||_--'|_|'|,1|,'|_ir'.]_|r f hard surfaced road and |l|i.'.|l“!'|;.:' the NEeCeEsary "l.-'lli|._"1'.-

along the north bank of the Miami canal."
The minutes also note that:

“Mpr. J. H. Tatum addressed the Board and asked that the matter
be not disposed of as he wished to enter a protest against the eall-
ing of an election as petitioned for, azking that the matter be de-
ferred until 10 A. M., September B, that he might have the oppor-
1_'|I11i?.:'.' to get together the Nnecessary data in opposing the calling
of the election. He waz addresed by the chairman of the Board,
Mr., S. A, Belcher, that there was nothing for the Board to do but
call the election if it was found that the requisite number of quali-
fied voters had signed the petition, but that if he and olhers wished
to be heard upon the matter the Board would name the hour of 10
A. M., Sept. 8, 1915, when all interests would be givan an Oppor-
tunity to discusz the matter.'

Mr. Tatum was supported in his opposition to the proposed rioad
by H. H. H“”':"‘”‘ll. and the argument wihxed warm at times be-
tween the proponents, Highleyman and Jaudon on one side and the
two veterans in opposition. Tatum claimed that the building of the
road across the Everglades would flood Dade county, and he was
unalterably opposed to spending money to turn a deluge of water
upon the valuable lands of this county. It was argued also that
there was grave doubt if Lee county would ever build itz link of the
proposed highway and that the Dade county end would be less than
useless, in his opinion. While the argument was in progress a tele-
gram was received addressed to the Commissioners of Dade County
from R. G. Collier, chairman of the Lee County Commissioners, that
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the Lee County body had ordered an election for bonds to build the
Lee County end of the Trail for October 19, 1915,

-"II-F lh‘l' [“"titiﬂnﬁ 1.".']|il.'h J'Ii_'l.il |I|'|:,'||_ c‘irc‘u]:tt{-:] |5:." ‘[]||:r ']"r:.|_i| f:(llﬂ-
missioners in Dade County contained the signatures of more than
25 per cent of the qualified electors in the proposed district the
election in Dade {'.u:-unt:r was ordered to be held Oectober 19, 1015.

From this it appears that Lee County acted in advance of
Dade so far as calling a bond election was concerned. and was a
step ahead in preparing to build its link of the highway.
the Miami papers principally between Tatum and Jaudon. though
others took a hand in it now and then, but the election waz aver-
whelmingly carried in favor of the bonds, the vote being 325 votes
for and 43 votes against the issue.

The controversy over the road in Dade county continued in

At this juncture it becomes pertinent to note that Broward
county was c¢reated by act of the legislature in 1915, and the com-
missioner from that district, Frank Bryvan, became elerk of the court
of Broward county when the new county was organized. The vacancy
creatzd on the Dade county board by hizs retirement was filled by
the appointment of George E. Merrick.

It may seem inconsistent that every motion thus far made in
favor of constructing the Tamiami Trail had been offered by Com-
missioner Bryan of the Fort Lauderdale district while he was a
member of the Dade County Commissioners, and vet it was im-
posgible for the supporters of the proposzed Trail to get any or-
ganized support for the projeet in Fort Lauderdale.

Mr. Merrick took his seat as a Dade County Commissioner
October 5, 1915. The Dade county board as reorganized was as
follows: Chairman, J. J. Hinson, George E. Merrick, E. D. V.
Burr, W. J. Tweedell and J. G. Truitt. Hinson had replaced Bel-
cher and Merrick had succeeded Bryan. Otherwise the Commission
remained as it was at the beginning of the Trail movement,

Deputy County Clerk F. J. MaGill continued to act as clerk
to the commizsioners ag he had from the begining of the Tamiami
Trail history, but he was succeeded in 1917 by W. E. Norton.

The bond issue of 5275000 bhore the date of 1|:||1|_|.':|:|"'.,' 1. 1916,
and was sold February 7, 1916, to the Fifth-Third MNational Bank
of Cincinnatli for $275,907.50. At this meeting the commissioners
appointed T. N. Gautier, R. W. MecLendon and Edwin N. Belcher
trustees for the *"said Special Road and Bridge Distriet No., 2.7

The commissioners met February 11, 1916, for the purpose of
opening bids for the construction of the Trail, but as no bids were
offered the clerk was instructed to re-advertise when the county
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engineer had made a permanent survey of the route to be comn-
stracted,

So the permanent survey was started February 18, 1816, the
party consisting of Hobart Crabtree, chief; L. D. Franklin, transit-
man. V. O Hallowes, Forrest Drysdale, one Lockman, J. T. Albrit-
ton. W. E. and A. T. Sapp, and Fred Bonhart. The sarveyors com-
pleted the survey, a distance of 37}
over practically the same route which had been followed in the

miles to the Lee County line

preliminary survey, though the distance was more accurately de.
termined. They returned to Miami at 3:30 of the afternoon of
I'l.];;r.;*'h 14, ]',I'I_I":I the |,':'-;|'--:-q.|il;lr|.‘| i|:|.'-'i."||.: ]'l'lql'.:r'l.'ll ah l:i:l:-.'.-,

The simple notation in the minutes of the commissioners that
no bidzs had been received from the first advertising might be ex-
panded considerably. It is a brief but elogquent testimonial to the
circumstances that road builders were not eager to tackle such a
difficult task, particularly in view of the fact that there had been
no pérmanent survey

Agide from the physical inhibitions to the profitable prosecution
of sueh a _!-r--_in'l. the World War was in ProOgress and the uncer-
tainty accompanying the acceptance of major structural contracts
waz Intensified by war time conditions.

The county engineer filed profile and ;.|..|-r||'i-.';;,|:i..~_|_. af the pro-
poged Tamiami Trail in Dade county with the commissioners April
i}, 1916, and the elerk was instructed to advertise agpain for bids.

The minutes of May 2, 1916, inform one that bids for the
Miami-Mareo Division of the Tamiami Trail were opened on that
date and J, B, McCrary Company, of Atlanta, Ga., was awarded the
contract for the sum of $241,600, and was given 15 davs from May
i to sign contract. On May 20 Georpe Pierce, representing the Me-
Crary Company, presented the contract and on May 29 the con-
tractors filed bond with the commissioners with the Hartford Ac-

cident and Indemnity Company as surety in the sum of

f $120,750.

The exact date when work on the Tamiami Trail was berun does
not appear of record, but the first payment on estimates of work
performed was made September 5, 1916, By way of preserving the
sequence of this phase of the story it is well to proceed with its
conclusion at once,

The contracting firm sublet the contract to the Morgan Pav-
ing Company, but the subcontractor fared so poorly that MeCrary
was compelled to take the work over and attempt to perform the
terms of the contract himszelf. The truth appears, in fact, that the
subcontractor gave up work because of the many discouragements
which he encountered. They were many. Starting from taw, as it
were, it Wil Nneces=ary for thi= contractor to |.-Ili||:| i |:||'|_'|j|.:|_' il'|'|d
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open a waterway to float the dredge and proceed on his way in
this manner, removing the overburden from the rock base, and then
blasting the rock from the excavation intended to be a canal and
throw up a roadbed of rock upon the other half of the space un-
covered. During dry seasons there was not water enough to float
a dredge, and in every respect the work was harder and more
expensive than any one had anticipated. About twelve miles out
an expansive stratum of flint was encountered extending for many
miles ahead, and at that time no means were available for penctrat-
ing this forbidding formation.

CONTROVERSY OVER CHANGE OF ROUTE

In 1919 it became evident that Lee County would not be able
to complete its link of the Trail for financial reasons. The mileage
in that county was 121, more than twice the mileage in Dade, and
with less improved land and assessable values upon which 1o levy
taxes. It was then that the Chevelier Corporation came to the
rescue and offered to build a link of the highway through itz hold-
ings in Monroe County and dedicate the same to public use if Dade
and Lee countiezs would agree to change the original route and
turn the Trail through Monroe County. This proposal was formally
submitted to the commizsionerz of the counties concerned. inelud-
ing Monroe, and was accepted. So, in 1919 the Chevelier Corpora-
tion began laying out a route for the Trail through its holdings and
as soon as possible began construction of the road, which was
in 1921,

But in 1923 Collier County was created by legislative enact-
ment, the territory in the new county being that which had formed
the southern portion of the parent county of Lee, and almost im-
mediately thereafter a contention arose over the change of route,
the sponsors of the new county advocating the original route which
had lain in their own domain, notwithstanding the formal agree-
ment which had been consummated between the counties of Dade
and Lee and the Chevelier Corporation which had resulted in a
change of the routing and in the expenditure of a large =um by
the Chevelier Corporation in constracting its link of the road.
About this time also an agitation was started for the State Road
Department to make the Trail a State highway, and this was brought
about in 1925 by act of the legislature, the Trail being designated
as State Highway No. 27. In 1924 Dade County had voted $125,000
to complete its link of the Trail, this issue bearing date October 1,
1924, and on July 14, 1925, the Dade commissioners turned over
this amount to the State Road Department, through the bond
trustees of the district, J. F. Jaudon, A. S. Eldridge and Preston H.
Lee. In the meantime conflict over the change arose and at the
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January 25, 19268 meeting of the Dade County Commissioners a
resolution was passed, as follows:

“"Whereas the Board of County Commissioners of Dade County
did agree to the proposition as made by Mr. Jaudon upon condition
that the county of Lee would connect the road with that portion of
the north end thereof to be constructed by said Chevelier Corpora-
tion, and that said corporation dedicate the use of such road to the
public; and whereas the Board of County Commissioners of Dade
County did thereafter on March 23, 1921, adopt a certain resolu-
tion agreeing to said proposition as above set out and requiring the
execution of a bond by the Chevelier Corporation in the sum of
$20,000 providing that it in fact build that portion of the road
agreed by it to be built which said resolution appears in the Minutes
of the Board in Minute book 1 page 266; and whereas the Board of
County Commissionera of Lee County also agreed to zaid proposition
and adopted a resolution to this effect, a certified copy of which
was transmitted to the Board of County Commissioners of Dade
County, and appears on the minutes of said Board in said Book 1
page '_"-J--":: and whereas the :-;ih[ |-||_1".'-'-|i|,-r i,'n|"|h|l':_|1||.-|: {iled i1_=-
bond as was required and agreed upon, and the route or line of
said Trail was accordingly definitely fixed along the present desig-
nated route thereof, extending westward from the present point
of intersection with the Dade-Monroe county line through the
northern portion of Monroe County, and the said Chevelier Cor-
poration since the definite location of the line of said road as
aforesaid in carrying out and performing the said agreement on
its part has expended in work upon said road many hundreds of
thousands of dollars, and has completed or partally completed many
miles of said road, so that now only a few miles are left to be con-
structed in order to conneet the Trail in Monroe County with the
work on said road in Collier County, originally in Lee County, and
whereas this Board is now advised that an effort is being made to
induce the State Road Department to change the route of the Ta-
miami Trail to a line some miles north of the nresent location there-
of, abandoning the constructed portion of the Trail in Manroes
County which has been done at great cost and expense by the said
Chevelier Corporation, leaving no portion of said Trail within the
limits of said Monroe County, which =aid county, this Board iz in-
formed, has provided, or iz about to provide a large sum of money
to assist in the completion of Tamiami Trail on the agresd route
through the northern portion of said county, and whereas this
Board feels that a legal as well as a moral obligation was entered
into by the respective parties with regard to the location of the sald
Tamiami Trail by virtue of the proceedings hereinabove set out.

and has been given to understand that innocent persons relying in
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good faith upon the permanent location of said Trail have purchased
lands lying along or abutting the zame, whose interests would be
greatly damaged and injured if the suggested change of location of
gaid Trail should be adopted, ete.” it was therefore resolved to
invite the attention of these matters to the attention of the State
Road Deparment that the agreement made between counties of
Lee and Dade and the Chevelier Corporation be respected as a matter
of equity and good conscience; that the Board of Dade county was
under the impression when it delivered to the Road department the
proceeds of its last bond issue for the purpoze of finishing the Trail
that no change of route was contemplated and that none would be
made, and that none would be permitted, and if so the Chevelier
Corporation and the purchasers of land along the Trail in Monroe
County would have just cause to feel that good faith had not been
observed toward them. But in spite of this protest the Collier
County route was adopted by the State Road Department and the
Monroe County link was accepted as the “South Loop” of the
Tamiami Trail by the State Road Department. This explaing why
parallel lines of road were built for a distance of about 20 miles,

In order that both Collier and Monroe Counties should be served
by the Trail and as it worked out the State secured both roads at
less than the cost of one and as they are seven miles apart, both
are needed to open up the agricultural areas in the two Counties.

HARD GOING FOR THE CONTRACTORS

Appreciating the hardships under which the contractor was
laboring the commigsioners amended the contract several times, but
even this availed little and the time came when he virtually admitted
defeat.

The total cost of this work, from September 5, 1916, to August
14,1923, including engineer’s fees, was $283,141.20. It had been
necessary in the meanwhile for the commissioners to float a second
bond izsue of £50.000 to meet the unanticipated additional cost of
this work, and still it was not complete,

There was great sympathy for the contractor but the matter
had to be brought to focus and it was reached March 17, 1924,
when attorneys for the board, A. B. and C. C. Small, reported that
the arbitration proceedings between the Board and the MecCrary
Company had been brought to a conclusion. The arbitrators were
E. B. Douglas, umpire; Frank B. Stoneman, editor of the Miami
Herald, and Arthur G. Keene, managing editor of the Miami News,
on behalf of the commissioners, and Clifford Walker, Governor of
Georgia, and Josiah T. Rose, of Georgia, acting for the MeCrary
Company.

The arbitrators unanimously agreed upon an award in favor of
Dade County in the sum of $18,000, which was to have the force
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and effect of a judgment apainst the contracting firm. The award
was to be paid in four equal payments, six, twelve. eightecn and
twenty-four months, with interest at 6 per eent. The commissioners
at the time of the arbitration were Chairman J. W, Carey, W, M.
Bennett, R. A. Coachman, Jr., D. L. Killian and J. D, Redd.

This diversion breaks the chronology of the narrative but not
without oceasion, for it lavs the foundation tor much which followed
and it appears to be the opinion of all acquainted with the circum-
stances that much eredit is due ths McCrary Company in spite of its
misfortune for the pioneer work it accomplished in the face of dig-
couraging conditions.

“There is really no telling how much McCrary lost on that con-
tract,” one of the commissioners remarked recently. “He tackled
an unknown problem and the solution of it which has been warked
out by others was due largely to his work.”

McCrary worked over most of the distance in Dade Connty to
the Lee County line, but he had constructed only about 14 miles of
travelable road. Yet he blazed the trail at great labor and eXpense
to himself, and without recelving much credit from the public who
could only view the situation impatiently. The commissionors also
received their share of the blame arising from this unfortunate B
perience. But now that the work nas been finished there is a dis-
position to forget the unpleasant eXperiences and controversies
and give eredit for honest effort, overlooking the shortcomings which
gave rise to criticism.

On September 15, 1918, Captain Jaudon reported to the Dade
County Commissioners that he and other memhbors of the Tamiami
Trail commission had held four conferences with the Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund, and the Trustees had set aside 31.25
sections, or 20,000 acres, the proceeds to be used for the purpose
of extending Snapper Creek eanal to intersect the Miami-Marco road
canal, the land to be sold at prices from $15 to %30 per acre with
respect to location on the canal or road, and distance from canal
or road.

Un December 18, 19186, the minutes of the Internal Improve-
ment Fund show that Messrs, J. F. Jaudon, L, T. Highleyman and
B. E. McDonald appeared before the board and agreed to bid the
sum of at least $100.000 for the lands so set apart to be paid as
tollows: $10,000 cash on or before thirty days from award of lands
to them; $21,250 in 5iX months from date of first payment, and
similar payments at twelve, eighteen and twenty-four months from
date of first payment. the Trustees agreeing to deed to said parties
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lands at the rate of 35 an aere. The Trusteez obligated themselves
to advertise for excavating the Snapper Creek canal to the extent of
$100,000 when the second payment should be made, providing
proper safeguards in event the balance of the purchase price was
not paid.

Thus the Tamiami Trail Commissioners (Jaudon, Highleyman
and McDonald) purchased and paid for $100.000 worth of State
land in order to gain the assistance of the Drainage Commissioners
in excavating the cut-off canal, which now exists and was brought
into being by virtue of their initiative and activity. True they sold
the land but they made no profit. It was their constructive eNergy
put forth primarily in furithering the construction of the Tamiami
Trail that resulted in opening new territory to settlement and de-
velopment. As a direct result of this work the Southern Drainage
distriet was organiz:id, and has prosecuted the drainage of lands in
that district successfully while others have failed. Captain Jaudon
was chairman of the district supervisors for several yvears.

In 1917 Csptain Jaudon organized the Chevelier Corporation
which purchased 207,360 acres lyving mostly in Monroe county, a
fractional part of it being in Dade county. The route of the Trail
was changed to traverse Monroe (as already noted) and pass through
the Chevelier trzct, it having become evident that funds at the
command of Lee County would not be sufficient to complete
the trail as originally projected, and in 1921 the officials of thiz com-
pany began building that link of the road.

As originally organized the Chevelier Corporation officers were
J. F. Jaudon president, Paul Jaudon vice president, George F. Cook
gsecretary and treasorer. Some time later Paul Jaudon was suc-
ceeded by D. A, MeDougal, of Oklahoma, as viee president.

There are sixteen miles of construction in Monreoe county to
which that county has contributed the sum of $210,000, seven miles
of the distance passing through the lands of the Chevelier Cor-
poration which has cost that company $3:64,700.

The labor involved in the construction of this link has been of
that type and character commonly described a2z monumental. In
the initial stages it was necessary to transport all implements and
supplies from Miami around by Cape Sable, approaching the loca-
tion from the west coast of the peninsula through the Thousand
Islands and entering one of the numerous creeks in that region to
reach the location of the Trail.

The Chevelier Corporation was the contractor for Monroe
county’s mileage, and Erben Cook, son of Capt. Geo. F. Cook, the
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corporation’s executive director, has been in charge of the work.
Every foot of the way has been blasted and large guantities of high
explosive have been used on thiz as well as other sectors of the
highway.

S0 unique in road construction has this project been that it
has attracted widespread attention and has been made the subject
of many articles in various periodicals. Among the most interesting
of these was that in the “Explosives Engineer” for November, 1927,

written by A. P. Van Gedler, in which he says:

“The Tamiami Trail is of more than usual interest to the ex-
plosives engineer because of the large consumption of the highest
grade dynamite on the main part of this work all the way across the
Everglades. At its peak, a contractor on one of the four largest
aections of this work reports a congumption of more than forty
thoeusand pounds of sixty per centl straight nitroglycerine dynamite
a mile of road constructed. The consumption of explosives in Flor-
ida highway work of all kinds had a marked influence in bringing
Florida into a prominent place among the states as a high consumer
of explogives. Prior to 1925 Florida stood seventeenth among the
states as a consumer of dynamite, other than permissibles, but in
January, 1927, when this work was at its height, there were only
two other states in the Union which consumed more of the ordinary
erades of dynamite than Florida. The work in Monroe county was
carried on by Marion steam and Bucyrus Diesel shovels following a
compressed air drill mounted on a Buckeye ditcher frame. The
latter had a turntable on which the air drill could be swung to any
degired position over the canal This drill, dezigned and built |
Erben Cook, superintendent of construction for the Chevelier Cor-

|:.'

poration, wasz the pioneer of its type. It was a completely gelf-
contained unit carrving not only a drill sharpener and forge and
other tools, but providing living quarters and kitchen to enable its
crew of five men to work for miles in advance of the shovels. in
fact. as a general thing, the dynamite crew seldom came to the
main camp except over the week end. Many demands were made
on the ingenuity of the contracting engineers. For examnple, the
work in Monroe county was so far distant from the ¢enters of com-
munication that it was necessary to install radio sending and re-
ceiving apparatus both in the field and at the home office in Miami,
forty-five miles distant. This was one of the first commercial
radio sets to be used for such a purpose.”

The Monroe county commissioners are William K. Porter, Brax-
ton B. Warren, Carl Bervaldi, W. Hilton Curry and J. Otto Kirch-
heiner. chairman. Mr. Kirchheiner has been chairman for ten vears,

or more, and Jos. N. Watkins has been county engineer seven years,




so they have witnessed and aided in the building of the Tamiami
Trail through their county from start to finish.

In Collier county, which was created from a part of Lee county's
territory in 1923, there are 76 miles of the Tamiami Trail. Work on
the Trail had been practically suspended by Lee county when Col-
lier county was created, and the new county resumed the work and
carried it forward until the State Road Department took over the
Trail and carried the work to completion. Collier sold two issnes of
bonds of $350,000 each and two issues of time warrants of 3200,000
each, making a total of 21,100,000 which it spent on the highway.

E. G. Wilkinson and E. W. Crayton were the Tamiami Trail
Commissioners for Lee County s:rving in the same capacity as that
filled by Jaudon, Highleyman and McDonald in Dade County, and
they were appointed about the same time, Wilkinson gives the fol-
lowing figurez of what the Trail cost Lee county: Charlotte county
line to Fort Myers, $74,000; Caloosahatchee bridge, $110,000;
Fort Mvers to Marco, $175,000: Marco Junction to Dade County
ling 2125.,000: rebuilding road from Fort Myers to Bonita Springs,
county bond issue, S600,000: total 51,084,000, Present condition:
Standard State Road, penetration type, 82 miles; same type huilt by
county, 24 miles; bridge and city streetz 2 miles; original shell road,
Naples to Bonita Springs, 13 miles. The county commissioners who
voted the original measure were R. G. Collier, chairman (not re-
lated to Barron Collier) George Lightsey, W. 8. Turner, W. E.
Philipps, E. E. Goodno. Others prominently identified with the
project were Capt. George Storter, of Everglades, who secured
gignatures to the petition in District No. 3, which completed the
link, and W. G. Langford, of Fort Mvers, who secured rights of way
from the land owners of District No. 3.

In Dade county the mileage of the Trail is estimated at 42; if
the distance miles intervening between the point at which the suar-
vey was begun and Biscayne Bay 15 to be counted, and it seems that
it should for the reason that the county spent 3160,000 in building
the foundation for this street which is Southwest Eighth Street in
Miami, besides the amounts expended by the City of Miami and
Coral Gablez in surfacing this thoroughfare. The City of Miami
alone spent $340,500 on it. If the total cost of this street 12 to be
counted in, the cost of the Dade county mileage of the Trail has
been more than a million dollars. There was the first bond issue
of $250.000, a second of £50,000, and third of $125,000, the last
being turned over to the State Road Department, and the cost of
Southwest Eighth Street to the county of $160,000, making a
definite total expenditure of $585,000. Thus, in recapitulation, the
following figures gives some accurate idea of the total cost of the
Tamiami Trail.




|
|

Dade county $585,000; Monroe $210,000; Chevelier Corporas-
tion, $333,000: Collier County, $1,100,000; Lee County, $1,084,-
000: State Road Department up to December 31, 1927, had expended
23 570,964.81, making a total of $6,882,964, What has been spent
by the road department in 1928 has not been stated, but this amount
will run the complete cost of the Tamiami Trail to 27,000,000, or
more, to say nothing of the Tampa to Fort Myers streteh.

The Tamiami Trail was first given official recognition by the
State Road Department in 1924, during the administration of Judge
Phillips. In October that year engineers of the department started
surveys and location work. The first contract on thi Trail executed
by the department was signed August 24, 1925, during Hathaway's
administration, and was for the ten milez in Dade county from
Coral Gables west. After that the department completed ts sur-
vey all the way across to Naples and let contracts covering the
entire Trail except the stretch between Naples and Bonita -“"|H|'i'||l-53"r
which is a rock road and will be maintained by the department.

The Tamiami Trail has a standard width of 30 feet from
shoulder to shoulder, and since all the material is rock the entire
width iz travelable. The asphalt portion is 19 feet in the western
part of Collier County and 20 feet wide in the eastern part of Col-
lier county and all of Dade County. The length of the Trail from
Tampa to Miami is 274.33 miles and from Fort Myerz to Miam) is
143 miles. For a distance of 60.54 miles the only available material
was solid rock. Thizs was the most difficult and costly stretch but
it ig ml2zo the best and most durable. This distance has been “clocked"
with varyving results, the distance between Miami and Fort Myers
varying from 132 to 148, as stated. :

The State Road Department was authorized by act of the 1915
legislature and was organized in October of that vear. It derives
itz revenue from an auto license tax, an ad valorem tax, Federal aid,
gazoline tax, gas and oil inspection tax, title certificate, county
donation. The annual revenue of this department for 19156 was
£3,646.90; 1916, $30,246.23; 1917, $21,678.21;: 1918, $475,390.30;
1919, $T22.027.B1: 1920, %1.660.546.42: 1921, 22 200.806.365: 1922
23,676,881.51; 1923, 34.,611,663.62: 1924, %6.708.780.17: 1925,
$10,351,970.03; 1026, 315,906.912.16: 1927, £19. 403 095.86: total
revenue gince department was established, £65.573.944.58, The
milez of paved road built by the State in this period number 1566.45:
the mileage under construction is 986.74.

MANY EVENTS OF HUMAN INTEREST

Any story of the Tamiami Trail would be incomplete without
relating some of the human interest events which have transpired
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during its construction. Probably the most sensational of these was
the disappearance of a surveying party for a period of about two
weeks from the date when they were due to return to Miami.
During this time the families of the men in the party were driven
to a frenzy of suspense, and papers all over the country carried
screaming headlines concerning their probable fate and the efforts
that were being made to find them.

On February 10, 1917, John W. King, engineer, accompanied
by his son, John W. King, Jr., a vouth of 16, and W. D. Catlow, Jr.,
18, started on a prospecting trip in the employment of Captain
Jaudon to examine the land which the Tamiami Trail Commizsioners
had purchased from the Internal Improvement Trustees. They went
into the northern region of Monroe county and expected to be away
not later than February 24. Mr. King gave instructions that if he
had not returned within four days after the time set for his return
that Capt. Jaudon should send out a relief party.

The days pasged and no word came from King, and when the
time limit had expired, including four days of grace which he had
allowed, Capt. Jaudon kept hiz agreement faithfully. All the re-
gources at his command were emploved to locate the missing men.
The Miami Herald of March 10 tells of a record flight made by
Phil Rader, aviator of the Curtiss aviation school, and Bert Tubbs
surveyor, in an attempt to locate the lost men. Rader rose to a
height of 14,000 feet, in a flight over the Everglades, which at that
time was the record, the former altitude record being less than
12,000 feet. But even this was without avail, the only persons sight-
ed by Rader and his observer being one of the gearching parties.
A vear or two later Rader was killed by falling in an exhibition flight
while in the MNorth.

Captain Jaudon left nothing undone to find the missing men,
employing Indians and others to enter the Glades from different
points and there were many who volunteered to join in the search
until there were seven parties engaged in the quest. But no trace of
the King party was found until a man named Tolbert rescued him
and his companions in Shark river and took them aboard his yacht
and carried them to Key West. They had been absent for over a
month. Their supplies had been exhausted for many {I'J.}.'H, and they
had lived on fish and other wild food. Though they were emaciated
and exhausted by physical hardships and mental anxiety they did
not suffer any severe effects from the mishap. A story of their
adventure was published in the magazine “Forest and Stream,” and
-an through several issues. It was written by W. Livingston Larned
of New York from King's notes, and was an intensely thrilling nar-
rative. King was a highly scientific person, being a chemist, bot-
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anist. naturalist and civil engineer, and was the first to discover
traces of oil in the Everglades. It was his report on these indica-
tions which led Captain Jaudon and his associates to begin drilling
for oil in the Everglades. The well which was started by them has
been drilled to a depth of nearly 3,000 feet, and is located 42 miles
west on the Tamiami Trail. Encouraging indications of the exist-
ence of oil have been found, and Captain Jaudon is firm in the
faith that oil yet will be discovered. It might be remarked that the
King adventure cost Captain Jaudon $1,400, to say nothing of all the
anxiety it occasioned. King iz now living in Brooklyn.

Another party which attempted to cross the Everglades from
Fort Myers to Miami spent twenty-three days in accomplishing their
objective. Thiz party also experienced many hardships They
had attempted a very difficult undertaking, which proved plsp an
expensive one. They left Fort Myers, April 4, 1923, in ten cars, only
seven of which finally reached Miami. They were engaged in blaz-
ing a trail through the territory which later became Collier county,
and were delayed by mired automobiles and other causes.

Worthy of more extended space than it is possible to give in
this narrative were the feats achieved by Capt. Jaudon in walking
across the Everglades on two occasions, On one of these excursions
he was accompanied by Ross Clark, a wealthy cattleman of Texas,
who was prospecting for new cattle fields, and his companion on
the other oceasion was Capt. George Storter, of Everglades, an en-
thusiastic supporter of the Trail from the beginning.

Detailed deseriptions of these venturesome journeys would make
reading 22 entertaining as any ever written of the ploneer days of
the West with the exception of bandits and other outlawz who
generally figure in such tales.

It is superfluous to point out that the money, time and energy
expended by Jaudon and his associates in promoting interest in the
Trail have constituted probably the strongest single factor in sus-
taining faith in that project which often lagged, but at last, after
more than eleven years it has been brought to successful completion

Loval to those who stood by and assisted him in keeping the
project favorably before the public Capt. Jaudon speaks often of th
valuable work rendered in this wizge by Willinm Stuart Hill of the
Miami Herald and by F. E. Harrison, deceased, gsome time of the
Fort Myers Press. Jaudon has a trunk full of clippings bearing
upon the Tamiami Trail, among which are many that werec con-
tributed to the contemporary history of the Trail by those writers.
There are many others who have been identified with the work in
one capacity or another, but even though some of them have had
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a prominent part in carrying it forward, to mention all even in an
incidental way would be extremely impracticable. Our aim LA
been chiefly to establish dates of importance in preserving at least

the high lights of history of the Tamiami Trail and to give that
recognition which is the rightful due of some who have worked long,
faithfully and unselfishly to bring about the completion of this
highway—one which is destined to become a useful factor in the
development of the lower Florida Penizula,
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Dade County Commissioners Who Served During the
Construction of the Tamiami Trail,
From 1915 to 1928,

1%1b—35. A. Belcher, chairman; Frank A. Bryan, J. J. Hinson, W. J.
Tweedell, J, ;. Truitt, who was succeeded by E, D. V. Burr.

1916—J. J. Hinson, chairman; George E. Merrick, who succeeded
Frank A. Bryan; E. D. V. Burr, W. J. Tweedell, J. G. Smith.

1917—-Juliug Smith, chairman; E. D. V. Burr, Beverly Peacock,
Preston H. Lee and W. J. Tweedell.

1915—E. D. V. Burr, chairman; J. W. Carey, Preston H. Lee, W. J.
Tweadel, Juling Smith.

1910—E. D. V. Burr, chairman; J. W. Carey, J. C. Baile, Preston H.
|.1.'4.'. “- ql. ']1‘.'|'|.'l.'li|.']|.

1920—=E. 1. V. Burr, chairman; J. W. Carey, Preston H. Lee, W. J.
Tweedell, J. C. Baile.

1921—J, W. Carey, chairman; G. A, Douglas, R. A. Coachman, Jr.,
Preston H. Lee, J. D). Redd, who succeeded W. J. Tweedell.

1922—J. W. Carey, chairman; G. A. Douglas, Preston H. Lee, J. D.
Redd, K. A, Coachman, Jr.

1923—J. W. Carey, chairman; W. M. Bennett, D. L. Killlan, J. D.
Redd, R. A. Coachman, Jr.

1924—J. W. Carey, chairman; W. M. Bennett, B. A. Coachman. Jr..
D. L. Killian, J. D. Redd.

1925—J W, Carey, chairman; Hugh Peters, W. Cecil Watson, D. L.
Killian, J. D). Redd.

1926—J. D. Redd, chairman: Hugh Peters, D. L. Killian, W. Cecil
Watson, J. W. Carev.

1927—Hugh Peters, chairman; J. W. Carey, J. . Redd, R. P. Bar-
field, W. Cecil Watson.

1928—Hugh Peters, chairman: W, Cecil Watson, R. P. Barfield, J.
D. Redd, J. W. Carey.

Frederick MaGill, deputy clerk, wha k pt the records of the
County Commissioners in the beginning of the Tamiami Trail con-
struction, died April 3, 1917, and was succeeded by W. E. Norton.
the present efficient clerk.

Attorneys for the Dade County Commissioners during the period
1915-1928 have been L. R. Railey, G. E. McCaskill and the [irm of
A. B. and C. C. Small, the last mentioned being at present legal
counsellors for the Board,

Hobart Crabtree still is the County Engineer, and at the time
this publication was issued, the original Tamiami Trail Commission-
ers of Dade County, Messrs. L. T. Highleyman, J, F. Jaudon and
K. E. MeDonald: and those appointed for Lee {-I“”“l:l-'. E. G. Wilkin-
son and kK. W. Crayton, are all living and active. They have lived
to see the 1."'lr]1'|}]|.'|!i-:l!'| of A great rogd |:.-||i'||“r-||_‘r enterprise, and '-I"ll.':-'
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have the right to indulge a feeling of pride that in =0 doing they have
rendered their State and generation a valuable service,

PART PLAYED BY MIAMI MOTOR CLUB

Starting December 1, 1827, the Miami Motor Club was taking
care of about 100 visitors daily, and increaszd to approximately 250
a day by December 15th, and this average was maintained until
April 1st, 1928, and then gradually decreased to an average of 50
to 76 per day.

The eclub handled nearly 2,000 license and title applications
during the season, and secured license plates for visitors from twen-
ty-five different states, a service which means a great deal to the
vizsitors. Telephone calls during the busy season averaged more
than 100 a day. Telegraph averaged 3$456 per month. Postage
equalled 33 pieces of 2¢ mail daily for the entire year.

The club services affiliated members from 986 clubs, and to
the Chicago Motor Club goes the honor of being the largest repre-
sentative with 33 members serviced in one day, Detroit second with
21 and Cleveland third with 19.

The club has answered inquiries from every state for infor-
mation regarding the Tamiami Trail and the Overseas Highway.
It has maintained a special information desk for the Overseaz High-
way, and the sale of ferry tickets. Two ferries are operated and the
ticket receipts show the ferries operating to a capacity of 20 cars
each, daily, from January 256th to April 1st,

The club has adjusted many accident claims for visitors, stored
baggage, attended to laundry, having clothes cleaned and pressed,
made hotel reservations, prepared entry papers for visitors going
into foreign countries, secured passes for trips over the Tamiami
Trail, including many prominent persons.

Another important service is the “Tourist Mail Delivery."” Dur-
ing this season we have handled 1,500 pieces of mail for our affili-
ated members. This is a particularly convenient service, for the
member not knowing where he will be able to locate when he reaches
Miami. In addition to this the club has received wires from five dif-
ferent clubs this season, requesting it to locate members, on account
of sickness or death at home, Not having these persons registered,
it was necessary to call the hotels throughout Miami and Miami
Beach.

The Club has given away 15,000 Florida State Road maps, 5,000
City of Miami maps, 1,000 0ld Spanish Trail maps and guides, 10,000
road maps of the Eastern half of the United States, and more than
10,000 sectional road maps, covering various parts of the country,
and several hundred tour books of various kinds.
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PROMINENTLY IDENTIFIED WITH THE TAMIAMI TRAIL

MOVEMENT
1. Capt. J. W. Johnson, Punta Gorda, Fla.
Cross-State Highway Booster.
2. J. F. Garner, Fort Myers, Fla.
Clerk of Cireuit Court
Always for the Ft. Myers-Miami Highway.
4. Frank Tippins, Sheriff, Fort Mvers, Fla.
Fort Myvers-Miami Road Booster.
4. Hon. John Morria, Fort Myerz, Fla.
County Commissioner
Fort Myers-Miami Road Booster.
b. E. E. Goodno, LaBelle, Fla.
Fort Myers-Miami Road Booster,
6. Capt. W. D. Collier, Fort Myers, Fla.
Miami-Marco Road Booster.
7. E. W. Crayton, Naples, Fla.
Miami-Fort Myers 1915 Road Booster.
B, Judge E. G. Wilkingon, Naples, Fla.
Miami-Fort Myerzs 1915 Road Booster.
. Capt. Geo, W, Storter, Everglades, Fla.
One of the original Crozs-State |ii;._';']|1'l.'k|__'..' workers with J. F.
Jaudon; has been on the job ever since.
10. Hon. Francis W. Perry, Fort Myers, Fla.
Originator with J. F. Jaudon of the Cross-State Highway
i.':lﬂ'il.
11. Hon. J. H. Andrews, Estero, Fla.
Editor, writer, promoter and booster for the Highway :
worker and fighter for Ft. Myers-Miami Highway.
12, Stanley Hanson, Fort Mvers, Fla.
cloneer—and ever for Tamiami Trail.
13. Capt. Billie Roberts, er. Chevelier Corp., Miami, Fla.
Pioneer of Southern Florida and co-operator with J. F.
Jaudon.
14. Eugene C. Stahl, G622 Wash, Ave., Miami Eeach, Fla.

Miami Chamber of Commerce Uriginal Pioneer Worker for
Tamiami Trail.
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15. W. T. Carter, City, National Bank, Miami, Fla.
Original Pioneer Worker for Tamiami Trail
16. W. 8. Maxwell, cr. Miami Motor Club, Miami. Fla.
Original Pioneer Worker for Tamiami Trail.
17. Vance Y. Helm, Ingraham Bldg., Miami, Fla.
Chamber of Commerce—Original Pioneer Worker for Ta-
miami Trail.
18. Frank H. Wharton, 550 N. E. 55th St., Miami, Fla.
Original Pioneer worker for Tamiami Trail.
19. John Frohock 261 N. E. 21zt 5t.. Miami. Fla.
Viewer—Original Pioneer Work for Tamiami Trail.
20, Beverly Peacock, Miami, Fla.
Viewer—Original Pioneer Work for Tamiami Trail.
21. Hon. Z. T. Merritt, 1565, N. E. 41st 5t., Miami, Fla.
Viewer—Original Pioneer Work for Tamiami Trail.
22. Capt. Geo. F. Cook Ingraham Bldg., Miami, Fla.
Sec'y, Chev. Corporation
Associated with J. F. Jaudon on Tamiami Trail project.
23, Judge D. A. McDougal Ingraham Bldg., Miami, Fla.

Vice-President Chevelier Corp.
Aszsociated with J. F. Jaudon on Tamiami Trail project.

24. R. 0. Watson, 624 Brickell Ave., Miami, Fla.

With first Indian Canoce Party Tamiami Trail.

256. Hon. Norris McElya, Sevbold Bldg.,, Miami, Fla.

Ex-Representative Dade County.

Wha ]11_-]]:.1.(| gocure designation of Tamiami Trail as State
and Federal Highway.

26. T. 0. Wil=on, Congress Bldg., Miami, Fla.
Early Promoter and Backer of Tamiami Trail.
27. V. Earl Irons Congress. Bldg., Miami, Fla.
Real Estate Operator and Advertiser of Tamiami Trail.
28, J. B. McCrary, 2024 Miami-Homestead Highway,
cr. J. B. Me(C. Co. Coconut Grove, Fla.

Of J. B. McCrary Construction Co., Atlanfa, Georgia,
Original construction workers for Lee and Dade Coun-
ties, Tamiami Trail.

209, J. F. :IIIUI'H'HT.. :'uii.}lrl'lir Fla.

Of Morgan Construction Co., Sub-Contractors, Dade Coun-
ty, Tamiami Trail work.
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L. T. Highleyman, Meyer-Kiser Bldg., Miami, Fla.

Member of Miami-Marco Road and Canal Commission:
Original and permanent booster and promoter of Ta-
miami Trail.

Hon. R. E. McDonald, Fulford, Fla,
Ex-Representative
Dade County.

Member of Miami-Marco Road and Canal Commission:
Backer of J. F. Jaudon and L. T. Highleyman on the
Miami-Fort Myers Highway project.

J. F. Jaudon, 406-10 Seybold Bldg., Miami, Fla.

Originator of Tamiami Trail: Member of Miami-Marco Road
and Canal Commission; Ex-Supervisor Southern Drain-
age District, and always a worker for Tamiami Trail.

Hon. Hobart Crabtree, Court House, Miami, Fla.
County Engineer, Dade County.

The man who laid off Dade County's part of the Tamiami
Trail, wading armpit deep in water to demonstrate
Tamiami Trail could be built, acompanied by . F.
Jaudon. With first Jaudon party of engineering sur-
vey on the jJob till now.

Judge William Stuart,

Hill, Miami Herald, Miami, Fla.
Newspaper writer; Tamiami Trail Booster with J. F. Jaudon.

.. F. Cushman, Miami Daily News, Miami, Fla.
Newszpaper writer; ever for the Tamiami Trail,
J. P. Conrad, 28 5. E, 6th St., Miami. Fla.

aupervisor Southern Drainage Distriet
supervisor Southern Drainage Distriet, along the Tamiami
Trail,

Roszs L. Clark. Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Trail Blazer with J. F. Jaudon.

5. Bobo Dean. Congress Bldg., Miami., Fla.
Newspaper writer; Editor Miami Metropolis; always for the
Tamiami Trail.
Judge F. B. Stoneman, Miami Herald, Miami, Fla.
Editor, Miami Herald,

Tamiami Trail Booster: newspaper writer and editor,

C. Clifton Page, Miami Herald, Miami, Fla.
Newspaper writer; Tamiami Trail Booster.




41. Morton Milford, Miami Daily News, Miami, Fla.
Editor, Newspaper writer; comparatively new in Miami,
but old to the Tamiami Trail interest.

42. Ora E. Chapin, Fort Myers, Fla.
Executive Viee-President Tamiami Trail Association,
Who in 1923 crossed from Ft. Myers to Miami on the route

and over part of Tamiami Trail.

43. E. W. Ruszell, Everglades, Fla.
Cireuit Court Clerk.
Always a booster for the Highway.

44. Mr. Audley Frederick, Everglades, Fla.
County Engineer,
Collier County.
Was Assistant County Engineer of Dade County; with
Hobart Crabtree and J. F. Jaudon on the original sur-
vey of Tamiami Trail.

45.Hilton Curry, Key West, Fla.
Original Monroe County proponent of Monroe County's
part of Tamiami Trail.

46, Clerk Bd. County Key West, Fla.
Commissioners of Monroe County.

17 Mr. J. Otto Kirchheiner Key West, Fla.
Chairman, Board of County Commissioners of Monroe Coun-

ty, Florida.

48. Ben Shepherd, Miami, Fla.
Ex-Clerk Circuit Court, Dade County, Tamiami Trail worker

49. Geo. F. Holly, Miami, Fla.
Ex-Clerk Circuit Court, Dade County, Tamiami Trail worker

50. E. B. Leatherman, Court House, Miami, Fla.
Clerk Cireuit Court, Dade County; Tamiami Trail worker.

51. Hon. W. E. Norton, Court House, Miami, Fla.
Clerk Board County Commissioners, Dade County; hcst in-
formed man on Tamiami Trail in the world.

52. Hon. Geo. MeCaskill, 15566 N.W.S. River Dr., Miami, Fla.
Ex-Attornev. Board County Commissioners, Dade County;
fully informed on Tamiami Trail.
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ad. L. R. Railey, First National Bank, Miami, Fla.
Ex-Attorney, Board County Commissioners, Dade County;
fully informed on Tamiami Trail.
o4, A. B. & C, C. Small, Court House, Miami, Fla.
Attorneys, Board County Commissioners. See them for
latest information and full particulars Tamiami Trail,

20, F. A, Bryan, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
County Commissioner who had to do with affairs of Ta-
miami Trail.
a6, J. J. Hinson, Miami, Fla.
County Commissioner who had to do with affairs of Ta
miami Trail.
a7. J. G. Truoitt, e = ————
County Commissioner who had to do with affairs of Ta-
miami Trail.
5. Geo. E. Merrick, Loral Gables, Fla.
|:'I.-I.III1.].' Commissioner who had to do with affairs of Ta-
miami Trail.
29. E. D. V. Burr, Arch Creek, Fla.
County Commissioner who had to do with affaire of Ta-
miami Trail; was Chairman of County Commissioners.
60. Preston H. Lee, Goulds, Fla,
County Commissioner who had to do with affairs of Ta-
miami Trail
61. J. W. Carey, Coconut Grove, Fla.
Board of County Commissioners. Dade County; Tamiami
Trail Booster.
62. Hugh Peters, Little River, Fla.

Chairman Board County Commissioners. Dade County; Ta-
miami Trail Booster,
ba. W. Cecil Watson, Miami, Fla.
Board of County Commissioners, Dade County; Tamiami
Trail Hrm:—'_u-r_
bd. K. P. Barfield, Perrine, Fla.
Board of County Commissioners. Dade County; Tamiami
Trail Booster,
65. J. D. Redd, Homestead, Fla,
Board of County Commission: rs, Dade County: Tamiami
Trail Booster,
6. A. 5. Eldridee, Miami, Fla.
Purchasing Agent, Board County Commizsioners, Dade
Couty; Tamiami Trail Booster,
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87. Barron G. Collier, Everglades, Fla., and 220 W. 42nd
st., New York City.
Developer Collier County, Florida.
68. J. C. Baile, Miami, Fla.
Board County Commissioners who had to do with affairs of
Tamiami Trail.
9. R. A. Coachman, Jr., Sevbold Bldg., Miami, Fla.
Board County Commissioners who had to do with affairs of
Tamiami Trail.
70. W. M. Bennett, Arch Creek, Fla.
Board County Commissioners who had to do with affairs of
Tamiami Trail.
71. D. L. Killian, Kendall, Fla,
Board County Commissioners who had to do with affairs of
Tamiami Trail.
72, Paul Bovson, Key West, Fla.
Constructor, part of Tamiami Trail.
73. Mrs. W. C. Littlewood, Miami, Fla.
First woman who lived at Sweetwater on Tamiami Trail.
74. Major T. A. Price, Miami, Fla.
Newspaper man and booster for Tamiami Trail.
75. Judge R. B. Gautier, Miami, Fla.
Newspaper man and booster for Tamiami Trail.
76. Dr. Robert Ranson, St. Augustine, Fla.
Civil Engineer
Florida pioneer and booster for Tamiami Trail; Assistant
County Engineer, Dade County.
77. Roland Kolb, Miami, Fla.
County Engineer.
Assistant Engineer, Dade County, and Engineer on Tamlami
Trail work.
T8. E. M. Belcher, Belcher Asphalt Fav. Co., Miami.
Bond Trustee, first Tamiami Trail bond 1ssue.
T[l_ H_ 'I.,';_ }I::Ii{:”d”n‘ {.1|:|I'i:|_] ':-_;thll'.":. E'.ti.'l.
Bond Trustee, first Tamiami Trail bond 13sue.
80. Walter Ludlum, Miami, Fla.
Chainman on original survey of Tamiami Trail.
81. Wallace Culbertson, er. First Nat. Bank, Miami, Fla.
Chainman on original survey of Tamiami Trail
82, Van Cleve Hallowes, cr. Hobart Crabtree, C. E:, Miami.

Assistant to Hobart Crabtree, County Engineer, original

survey of Tamiami Trail.
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83. Hon. John C. Luming, State Treasurer, Tallahassee, Fla.
Trustee of Internal Improvement Fund: aided Miami-Marco
Road and Canal Commission in Tamiami Trail affairs,

54, senator Park Trammell, Washington, D. C.
Ex-Governor of Florida, and Chairman Trustees Internal
Improvement Fund; aided Miami-Marco Road and
Canal Commission in Tamiami Trail affairs,
85. Judge Thos. F. West, Milton, Fla.
Attorney General of Florida; member Trustees Internal Im-
provement Fund; aidéd Tamiami Trail work.

ati. Hon. W. V. Knott, Tallahassee, Fla,
Ex-Comptroller of Florida: member Trustee Internal Im-
provement Fund; aided Tamiami Trail work.
827. Hom, W. A. McRap, West Palm Beach, Fla,
Ex-Commissioner of Agriculture of Florida; aided in Ta-
miami Trail affairs.
5. Hon. Sidney J. Catts. DeFuniak Springs, Fla.
Ex-Governor of Florida, and gs Governor aided in Tamiami
Trail affairs; deeded Tamiami Trail lands to the Com-
||"|:.""."il:|r'!|':'."-_
89, L. P. Dickie, Tampa, Fla.
Executive Seeretary Board of Trade. Tampa; had to do
with naming Tamiami Trail.
0. D. C. Gillett, Tampa, Fla.
President Tampa Board of Trade: had to do with naming
Tamiami Trail,
J1. Frank Baker, Congress Bldg., Miami, Fla.
Member North Miami Improvement Azzociation: Tamiami
Trail worker and booster,

92, 5. C. Headley, Fort Mvers. Fla.
Tamiami Trail Booster.
93. Arthur G. Keene, Miami, Fla,

Newspaper man and arbiter Tamiami Trail.

J4. E. B. Douglas, Bank Bay Biscayne Bldg., Miami.
Newspaper man and arbiter Tamiami Trail.

45. Hon. Clifford Walker, Atlanta, Ga.

Ex-Governor of Georgia; arbiter Tamiami Trail,

96. Josiah T. Rose, Atlanta, Ga.
Arbiter, Tamiami Trail
97. Erben Cook, Miami. Fla.

Superintendent Road Construction Tamaimi Trail in Mon-
O e |:”hl:-l.llll;_'..'.




Og, John W. King, Brooklyn, N. Y.

01

10,

101.

102,

10:3.

104,

10,

103,

110,

Survevor on Tamiami Trail and the engineer who was re-
ported lost in the Everglades on the Tamiami Trail
work.

W. V. Blackwell, Miami, Fla.

Scerctary Southern Drainage District.

Fred Siegel, Miami, Fla.

Fres dent Southern Drainage District.

Dr. J. L. Holmberg, Miami, Fla.

Land Own:rs' League, adjacent to Tamiami Trail,

A. W. Corbett, Real Estate Bldg., Miami, Fla.

Tamiami Trail Improvement Assoeiation.

Willis M. Quinn, 200 N, E. 1st Ave.. Miami. Fla,

Tamiami Trail Improvement Association.

A. H. Adams, Miami, Fla.

Tamiami Trail pioneer.

George E. Hosmer, Editor, Fort Myers, Fla.

Newsgpaper man and booster for Tamiami Trail.

J. M. Kerr, Miami, Fla.

Tamiaml Trail Improvement Association.

Tom Weeks, Naples, Fla,

Tamiami Trail worker.

Fong A. Hathaway, Tallahassee, Fla.

Chairman State Road Department.

Gov., John W. Martin, Tallahaszee, Fla.

Governor of Florida.

Dr. W. Phillips, Alva, Fla.

County C:mmissioner, Lee County, in Tamiami Trail affzirs,

Chas. P. Staley, Fort Mvers, Fla.

Ex-County Commissioner, Lee County, Florida; Tamiami
Trail affairs.

R. V. Hedges, LaBelle, Fla.

Ex-County Commissioner, Lee County, Tamiami Trail af-

fairs.

113.Jno. M. Boring, Fort Myvers, Fla.

114.

115.

F'ex Aszs ssor, Lee County, Tamiami Trail affairs.
Capt. G. Duncan Brossier,
Prezident of the Miami Chamber of Commerce during 1915

when Tamiami Trail work was started.

[zidor Cohen, Miami, Fla.
Always in forefront of eivie improvements.




Invitation Sent Out by Commissioners of Dade County to
Reception in Honor of Completion of Tamiami Trail
to be Held in the Dade County Court House, Friday,
April 27, 1928.

In 1815 Dade and Lee counties began the comstructinn of a
cross state road from Mizmi on the Atlantic Ocean across the Ever-
glades of Florida to Fort Myers on the Gulf of Mexico, this highway
since 1916 has been known az the Tamiami Trail, and it will be

opened to the public on April 25th as a State and Federal Highway.

A motorcade is planned to visit Miami reaching here Thursday,
April 26th, and a program hag been arranged for the reception of
those coming, We, the County Commissioners of Dade County. trust
vou will come to Miami on this ocecasion.

OUR RECORDS SHOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN
FERSONALLY OR OFFICIALLY IDENTIFIED WITH
THIS GREAT PROJECT.

We are going to hold an informal reception in the office of
the County Commissioners in the new 27-story Dade County Court
Hlll.::-'l.' B |'."|'i|,':l.:- |:|III'."|i."||.; ."||H'i] '_:".'Il|| at 10} rl'n':-:u,'l-:, .'|:'||] W |-_1_I--|'_f_| L
You a cordizl invitation to be with us as we desire to have the
pleasure of meeting you and have vou also meet those who, like
yourself, were active in the initiation and construction of this high-
way up to the time the Legislature of Florida designated the Ta-
miami Trail as a State and Federal Highway.

Please be present at 10 A. M. Friday, April 27th, on the 10th
t'loor, Dade County Court House,

Cordizlly and sincerely,

HUGH PETERS, Chairman.
W. CECIL WATSON,

J. D. REDD,

R. L. BARFIELD,

J. W. CAREY.

Board, County Commissioners of Dade County, Florida.

ATTEST:
W. E. NORTON, Deputy Clerk.
Aprli 16, 1928,
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In Memoriam

F. E. Harrizson, Nrwspaper writer of Fart Myers,

Fla.—1915-1922.

a. A. Belcher of Miami, Chairman Board of County
Commissioners—1915-1917.

R. G. Collier of Bonita Springs, Fla., Chairman
Lee Co. Bd. of County Commissioners—1915-1917

Lon 5. Warner of Hialeah, Fla, Mewspaper writer

of Hialeah—1916-1927.

Dr. W. 5. Turner, Captiva lsland, Fla., County
Commissioner of Lee Euun!:," Florida—1915-1923.

Walter 0. '3]'|.t-|:|[':|.-r-|;| of Fort Mvers. Fla. Attorney
of Board of County Commissioners of Lee County,
Florida—1917-1921.

J. W. Tweedell of Homestead, Fla. County Com-
missioner of Dade l:r.aunt'_-'—|9!5~1915-

Julius Smith of Miami, Fla. County Commissioner
of Dade County—1917-1519,

G. A. Douglas of Arch Creek, Fla. County Com-
missioner of Dade County—1919-1521.

F. J. MaGill of Miami, Fla. Deputy Circuit Court

Clerk Dade County and Clerk of the Board of
County Commissioner 1315-1916.
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ROYAL PALMS—FORT MYERS, FLORIDA.
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