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Season 12, Volume 1                 Big Bend National Park’s Volunteer Newsletter              October 1, 2012 

Current Volunteers (and those drifting in     
               during the month) 
Castolon  
Bill & Patti Marvin—Camphosts (3rd) late Oct.  
Bob Douat—Visitor Center (7th)  late Oct.  
Larry & Martha Head—Visitor Center (2nd) late Oct.  

Chisos Basin 

Ed Davis—Camphost (8th) 
Dave Conway—Camphost (2nd) 
Ann Wildermuth—Visitor Center (1st) 

Lew & Susan McCool—Visitor Center –Oct. 17 

Persimmon Gap 

Matt Panuska—Visitor Center ( 1st ) 

Taylor Guynes—Visitor Center (1st) 

Gary Karasick-Visitor Center—October 22 

Panther Junction 

Elaine & John Jonker—River Rangers (6th)  
 Alexander Brachman (SCA)-October 22 
 Henry Ring (SCA)-October 22 

Price Rumbelow  - ScRM 

Ellen Grim—ScRM and Interp. 

Riley & Karen Caton—Fire –Late Oct.  

Rio Grande Village 

Mark Schuler—Maintenance—Oct. 1-31 

Gary & Diane Frable—Backcountry (6th)-October 15 

Steve Blythe—Maintenance (1st) -October 8 

Royann & Royce Brockett-Camphosts (14th)- Oct. 19 

Bill & Jane Berry (3th)-Camphosts - late October 
Daisy Welch—Visitor Center (2nd)-October 8 
Terry Brackeen—Visitor Center (2nd)-late October 

Part-time 

Reine Wonite– Interpretation 
Stacy Duckett—ScRM 

Comings and Comings and Comings and 
Goings at Goings at Goings at    
Big BendBig BendBig Bend   

It has been quite the season for personnel changes at 
Big Bend.  Here are  some of the new names you 
might run into this fall at Big Bend and an update on 
where some of the missing  personalities have gone!   
 
New Superintendent Cindy Ott-Jones, a 32-year 
veteran of the National Park Service, comes to us from 
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area and Alibates 
Flint Quarries National Monument in the Panhandle of 
Texas where she was superintendent.  
 
New Chief of Administration (AO) Ken Bigley is 
just starting work; he was AO at Bandelier National 
Monument. 
 
Phil, Heidi and Odette Welch have moved on to 
Grand Canyon National Park and we already miss 
them. 
 
In Interp, Donna Harlow (Blue) who you often see at 
Maverick Entrance Station has a new permanent VUA 
position at Big Bend and will continue her work at 
Maverick Entrance  Station. 
 
Jenny Goucher, Matt Yarborough, Bob Hamilton 
and Gail Abend will be returning around November 1 
as Seasonal Interpretive Rangers.  
 
Linda Richards was promoted to Chief of Facilities 
Management.   
 
John Lowe is now in charge of Facilities Management 
in Castolon but is living in Panther Junction.   
 
Former volunteers Danny and Diana Edwards are 
both now working and living at Panther Junction, 
Danny with Facilities Management and Diana as 
Admin Assistant in the Superintendent’s Office.  



Don’t panic as you drive past head-
quarters!  
 
The Interpretive Division, the Visitor 
and Resource Protection Division and 
the Administrative Division can be 
found in the three houses near the 
corner of Bobcat Loop.  This is the 
first road that you come to in the Pan-
ther Junction housing area.    
 
To find the Interpretive Division and 
the Volunteer Office, turn right on Bobcat Loop.  We are in the little green 
house (Casa Verde) on the left.   
 
The Administrative Division is in the first house on the right.  Visitor and Resource Protection 
and the Superintendent’s Office can be found in the second house on the right.  Dispatch is 
camping in the   Conference Room at Science and Resource Management.    
 
It would appear that everyone has survived the move to temporary quarters, however, as sea-
sonal personnel show up, things will get more and more crowded.  Please be considerate of the 
reduced office space and attempt to hold long conversations outside where fewer  employees 
will be impacted.  Sound seems to richochet through the office spaces with no noise absorbing 
diversions! 

 
 
 

Sean Marick has moved on to an NPS position at New Orleans Jazz NHP in New Orleans.  
 
Blake Trester is the new West Sub-District Ranger and is living in Castolon.  
 
The new East District Ranger is Ben Welch and he comes to us from the Yellowstone National 
Park.  He will be assisted by Mike Rodriguez, most recently at Lake Meade NRA and  
Jorge (George) Martinez, most recently at Indiana Dunes National Park.  Pops (Dispatch last 
season) has landed a full-time position in the Law Enforcement Division and will be joining 
them in the East District. 
 
Alyssa VanSchmus spent much of the last 6 months working in Yosemite but will be returning 
to Big Bend soon. 
 
Billie Brauch is at FLECTC and has been assigned to Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons for 
her field training.  
 
Susan Singleton will be moving to the Admin Assistant position in Fire Management.  
 
Tim LaFever’s son, Quentin has landed a job with the Maintenance Division. 
 
Christie at the Post Office has retired and Romney Gonzales has taken over. 
And probably a few more that I can’t remember!  -  Jane Brown 

My window! 

Comings and Goings at Big Bend ContinuedComings and Goings at Big Bend ContinuedComings and Goings at Big Bend Continued   

Where to find everyone! 



Saturday, September 29th was a very successful but unusual National Public Lands Day, 
thanks to the weather.  Under cloudy skies and moderate temperatures, the Friends of Big 
Bend were joined by park employees and volunteers in two projects at Rio Grande Village.   
 
Chopping, sawing, cutting, dragging and lifting was the order of the day for about 25 
“Friends”.  This project, led by biologist Raymond Skiles, involved bush-clearing in the area of 
the Gambusia ponds.  Ranger Skiles explained that the Friends of Big Bend have agreed to 
fund a project that will create more natural hydrology in the Gambusia Pond area. Dikes were 
built years ago when the gambusia pond area was intensely farmed and have remained in 
place altering the natural flow of water in the area.   The first part of that dike-removal project  
was to clear the small to medium size shrubs and trees so that engineers can access the area 
to draw up plans and that is what the Friends did! The brush that was cut will be hauled up to 
the 2011 National Public Lands Day site, the Rosillos grasslands restoration, for use as mulch. 
 
The second project was led by park botanist, Joe Sirotnak and employed five “Friends” and 
about eight park employees and volunteers for tree planting in the Rio Grande Village camp-
ground.  A number of large cottonwoods in the campground have been removed or severely 
pruned in an effort to keep large limbs from encroaching above tent and RV pads, due to 
safety factors.  Twenty-three cottonwoods were planted in perimeter areas to replace those 
which have been removed.  Smaller varieties of trees, such as Huisache and Desert Willow will 
be planted to provide shade in the immediate vicinity of the tent pads.   

Big Bend celebrates National Public Lands Day   
with two projects in the Rio Grande Village area By Jane Brown 

The Friends of Big Bend chop and lift amid the lots of thorns and mud in a 
brush clearing project at  Rio Grande Village. 



Ann Wildermuth is the current Chisos Basin Visitor Center volunteer and comes to us from 
Austin, Texas.  She has over 20 years experience as a Spanish teacher and translator, in addition 
to having experience teaching English as a Second Language.  Ann enjoys the out of doors and 
hiking.   
 

Ellen Grim came in May to help out at Persimmon Gap Visitor Cen-
ter and is starting to think about leaving.  After working at Persim-
mon Gap, she migrated to ScRM, volunteering for Joe Sirotnak work-
ing with the plant biotechs. She has taken a position in Uganda with 
the Peace Corp for the next three years.  Ellen is from Hamburg, 
Pennsylvania where she taught English as a Second Language.  She 
also volunteered at the Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Kempton, Penn-
sylvania where she assisted with Environmental Education.  

We had some great summer volunteers this year!  
Summer volunteers don’t get potluck suppers, Christmas parties and Awards Dinners.   
They do get heat and solitude… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Taylor Guynes is currently volunteering at Persimmon Gap Visitor Center.  
He is from Plano, Texas and is taking a break from college.  While in school, 
he volunteered with Habitat for Humanity in Plano.   

Matt Panuska is also volunteering at Persimmon Gap Visitor Center until the 
end of October.  He grew up in Midland, Texas and has been coming to Big 
Bend for a long time although his most recent place of residence was New York 
City.  Matt enjoys drawing and graphic design which he studied while in col-
lege.  

Ed and Amy Caka volunteered at Chisos Basin Visitor Center for the months of May, June 
and July.  They have volunteered previously at Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge in 
Arizona, at the East End Visitor Center for the Talimena Scenic Drive in Mena, Arkansas.   

Jody Hauser recently left Big Bend after a very long volunteer stay of 
seven months. She proved to be an invaluable volunteer for Science and 
Resource Management and is on her way to volunteer again at Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area near her home in California.  We were all 
sorry to see her go, especially Joe Sirotnak  who pronounced her to be the 
“best volunteer ever”.    Jody with homemade ice cream at going-away party 

Price Rumbelow has been assisting our park biologist, Raymond Skiles this 
summer and will continue his work until the end of December.  Price is from 
Van, Texas which is east of Dallas on I-20, not too far from Tyler.  We really 
appreciate his help on National Public Lands Day where he served as a group 
leader .   



Rick and Debbie Trimble wanted to “try out” volunteering at Big Bend so they covered      
Chisos Basin Campground from May 1-June 6.  They must have enjoyed themselves because 
they want to come back next year.  The Trimbles were co-workers of the Mike and Nancy Coe 
in the Plano school system and we are glad that they found volunteering to their liking! 

Dave Conway has been helping out at Chisos Basin campground since the 
beginning of August.  This is his second volunteer stint at Big Bend.  He 
comes to us from Indianapolis, Indiana and will be relocating to Cotton-
wood Campground for the fall session. Dave says that he is 98% retired 
after 26 years of owning a small electronic design and development busi-
ness and has now taken to the road as a fulltime RVer. His hobbies in-
clude target shooting, photography, Ham radio operation, camping, bicy-
cling and canoeing.  However, I think his favorite thing is tinkering with 

his motorhome and truck, making improvements and installing new gadgets! 

Mike Hauver has been trying to volunteer at Big Bend for several years and 
he finally succeeded.  He has been a great asset to Chisos Basin campground 
this summer, holding down the fort first with Paul Bloom and then with 
Dave Conway and he had so much fun that he wants to come back next 
year! 

Paul Bloom returned for a third year as a summer volunteer at   
Chisos Basin Campground for the months of June and July.  He is a 
science teacher at Centerpoint School in Boerne, Texas where he 
teaches 6th, 7th and 8th grade.  Unfortunately Ed Navarro was   
unable to co-host with Paul this year due to a death in the family, so 
Paul was on his own.    
 

Picking up your mail and packages this fall!!!  There will be no “white table” in 
the PJ hall or “a pile of boxes in Dispatch” this Fall when you arrive.  All pack-
ages will need to be picked up promptly from the Post Office if they were sent 
via USPS.  If you use General Delivery, you can authorize others from your 
housing area to pick up mail for you, but it will have to be picked up during 
regular postal hours.  At the current moment, UPS packages can be picked up 
at the Law Enforcement house, which is the second house on the right on Bob-
cat Loop.  I will let you know if this changes.  

 

Summer Volunteers continued 



Events in the Area 

Thursday, October 11th Volunteer Potluck Picnic—6:00 pm, Chisos Basin group   
campground Site Q across from the restroom-For a change of pace, we will have a 
“potluck picnic” up in the basin.  Bring a casserole to share, a plate, cup and silver-
ware.   

Friday and Saturday, October 12-13    Ride for Trails   Whether you are an experi-
enced or new biker, you won't want to miss the15th annual "Ride for Trails" motorcycle 
road rally.  "Ride for Trails" has been popular, with participation growing every year 
since thirty-five riders attended the first rally in 1998. This year more than 400 riders 
are expected.  For more information go to:  www.ride4trails.com 

Saturday, October 20, 2012 will be a community work day to begin improvements on 
the old weight room/community library building near the school.   Forever Resorts will 
provide lunch for those participating.  Come and lend a hand! It should be fun! 

October 20 Open day at The Davis Mountain Nature Conservancy site (and a 
chance to climb Mt. Livermore!)  More information at http://www.nature.org/
ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/texas/events/davis-mountains-
preserve-events-2012xmlnull.xml   

October 20- Marathon2Marathon—Marathon, Texas  This race from Ft. Stockton to 
Marathon began in 2003 and has been growing every year.  It is a sanctioned and cer-
tified race.  For more information go to: marathon2marathon.net 

October 20- Ft. Stockton Old Fort Day   For more information go to www.cityfs.net 

Thursday, October 25, 2012  Big Moon bicycle ride to Lower Tornillo Bridge.          
Bicyclists will leave the PJ Ramada and pedal to the large pull-out near the bridge.  
Refreshments will be served, and a shuttle will be provided back to PJ.  Details to be 
announced. 

November 1—Day of the Dead Celebration—Terlingua Ghostown in the evening.  

November 3-5—Chili Cookoff—46th Annual Terlingua International Chili Champion-
ship Cookoff;  for more information go to www.chili.org/terlingua or call 210-877-8827. 

Volunteers:   
I have a new phone number as do many people in temporary quarters. Give 
me a call at 477-2803 and check it out! -Jane Brown 
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