Your Safety in the Event of a Flash Flood
Prior to hiking in any Bandelier canyons, please consider your age, health, mobility and

ability to move out of the flood zone. Also consider the same for each member of your

party. Recognize that you may be stranded for a number of hours. By entering and hiking

in Bandelier canyons you are assuming a risk.
All Bandelier canyons are susceptible to flooding and are potentially hazardous because much of the upper water shed was severely burned in the 2011 Las Conchas fire allowing runoff to go quickly into the drainages. Flashfloods present a real danger and can be life-threatening. The narrowest parts of the canyons present the greatest risk as the water level rises almost instantly leaving you with few areas to escape.
Watch for these signs of possible flash flooding:

 Sudden changes in water clarity from clear to muddy (may be accompanied by floating

debris)

 Rising water levels or stronger currents

 Build-up of clouds or sound of thunder

 Increasing sounds of water up-canyon

 Any deterioration in weather conditions

 If you are advised by any member of the Bandelier staff that high water is expected

If you observe any of these signs, be prepared to seek higher ground immediately. Do not try to outrun a flash flood. Remain on high ground until conditions improve; water levels usually drop within 2 to 4 hours.
In addition to the normal weather forecast, the National Weather Service also issues flash flood warnings during the summer storm season. Although travelling in the canyons of Bandelier can be hazardous, you can make an informed decision by checking the most recent weather forecast and watching the weather. Travel canyons early in the morning before storm build-up and be aware of large storms in the upper drainages that move slowly while dropping lots of moisture.  Avoid lingering in the narrowest parts of the canyons where you cannot move to higher ground.
After a Significant Flood Event:

1. Confirm that you are aware of where everyone in your party is and whether or not you

have any injuries in your party.

2. If you or a member of your party is injured, provide immediate first-aid and stabilize any

injuries until help arrives.

3. Do not attempt to cross the creek until the flow has subsided.

4. In Frijoles Canyon, from Alcove House to Upper Falls, rangers will be attempting to

locate stranded visitors.

5. Make yourself visible to the responding rangers or make noise to enhance their ability to

find you quickly.

6. Advise rangers if you have a missing party or are aware of others with serious injuries or

missing individuals.
