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	Organization Name: Ohio Historical Society DBA Ohio History Connection
	Type of Applicant: [State Historic Preservation Office]
	Federal amount requested: 50000
	Applicant amount requested: 19869
	Total amount requested: 69869
	Type of Project: [Both]
	Project Summary: With the Underrepresented Communities Grant, the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) of the Ohio History Connection will develop a proactive approach to identifying National Register eligible properties reflecting African American history and facilitating their nomination to the National Register. The grant project includes, as final products, the completion of a National Register amendment for the Harriet Beecher Stowe House in Cincinnati to document its mid-20th century history and significance as a boarding house, the Edgemont Inn, listed in the Negro Motorist Green Book (Green Book) and completion of a National Register nomination for the King Records Buildings in Cincinnati, significant as an integrated independent record company during the 1940s and 1950s releasing Rhythm and Blues and Country music hits; documentation on Ohio Historic Inventory survey forms of 50-100 historic properties identified in the National Park Service-funded 20th Century African American Civil Rights Movement in Ohio Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) and extant Ohio’s Green Book locations; and creation of a National Register evaluation and prioritization plan for preparing future National Register nominations that reflect the history of African Americans in Ohio. The National Register plan will focus on the National Register-eligible properties identified from above-mentioned survey work and Ohio Historic Inventory-recorded African American properties recently completed through the AmeriCorps-funded survey work sponsored by the Ohio History Connection and the SHPO. The National Register plan will prioritize properties targeted for future National Register nominations and layout a time frame for contacting property owners associated with targeted properties and establishing the next steps towards nominating properties to the National Register including identification of potential funding assistance. The State Historic Preservation Office will hire a new full time staff position to complete the grant project. We will create an African American Advisors Group to provide input and outreach throughout the project. The group of advisors will be invited from throughout Ohio and include representatives from the National African American Museum and Cultural Center, scholars with expertise in African American history, and community leaders. This project will build on several successful SHPO-initiated projects and local community efforts to identify and evaluate African American historic properties and establish the next steps towards nominating more properties associated with African American history in Ohio. The grant project will result in completion of survey, a National Register nomination and a National Register amendment, and a plan for nominating additional priority properties to the National Register; all completed by a dedicated SHPO staff position and with the benefit of input and expertise from an African American Advisors Group. 
	Significance: The grant project will focus on historic African American properties identified in the 20th Century African American Civil Rights Movement in Ohio MPD, Ohio’s entries in the Green Book, and properties significant in Ohio’s African American history documented through the AmeriCorps Community Surveyors work. Concentrating on these specific categories of properties enables the grant project to build on the momentum of successful SHPO projects and local efforts to survey and nominate significant properties associated with African American history. Completed through an African American Civil Rights Grant, the MPD presents a broad historic context for the state’s civil rights movement and presents the key themes of public accommodation, education, employment, housing, and police relations and police brutality explored in detail with examples of civil rights transgressions, community responses and tactics, and outcomes. Property types associated with the historic context and specific themes are described including registration requirements providing guidance for evaluating the significance and historic integrity of individual properties and districts. The MPD includes a list of properties and sites identified during research and fieldwork as being associated with Ohio African American civil rights and provides a comparative context for evaluating similar properties. About fifty extant properties on the list are not NR-listed or recorded in the Ohio Historic Inventory. This grant project will record those properties in the Ohio Historic Inventory and evaluate their National Register eligibility. The Negro Motorist Green Book (Green Book) was an annual guidebook for African American travelers. It was produced by African American New York City mailman Victor Hugo Green from 1936 to 1966, when African Americans continued to be openly discriminated against in their access to restaurants, hotels and motels, and gasoline service stations. Green Book entries for Ohio include restaurants, service stations, hotels, boarding houses, taverns, beauty and barber shops located in the large urban centers of Akron, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton, and Toledo, as well as smaller cities such as Canton, Lima, and Springfield.  Many of the businesses listed or advertising in the Green Book were black-owned and the associated properties are important reflections of the rising black middle class as well as tangible reminders of the challenges and limitations facing African American communities in the pre-Civil Rights era. The grant project will determine the extant properties from the Green Book listings, record them in the Ohio Historic Inventory, and evaluate their National Register eligibility. This will be the first comprehensive survey of Ohio Green Book listings. This information will provide important historic context for amending the National Register nomination for the Harriet Beecher Stowe House to include its history and significance during the years it was known as the Edgemont Inn and was a listing in the Green Book. The Harriet Beecher Stowe House is listed in the National Register and designated an NPS Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Site. The 19th century house, located in the Cincinnati neighborhood of Walnut Hills, was the home of Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The Stowe House is owned by the State of Ohio and is part of the State Memorial system co-operated by the State and the Ohio History Connection.The Ohio History Connection’s AmeriCorps Community Surveyor members have recorded about 170 properties associated with African American history in Cleveland, Columbus, and Cincinnati.  Two locally recognized properties illustrate the National Register plan portion of the grant project. The King Records Buildings in Cincinnati and the Boddie Recording Studio in Cleveland are National Register-eligible properties associated with the history of the African American music industry. The grant project will include nominating the King Records Buildings to the National Register.Ohio has been successful in nominating African American properties and neighborhoods to the National Register. As part of the NPS grant project that funded the Civil Rights MPD, SHPO nominated the Eugene McKinley Memorial Swimming Pool in Portsmouth, Ohio and created online guidance for preparing nominations using the MPD. Several other properties associated with the MPD have also been listed. These include the Manse Hotel and Annex in Cincinnati, a historic Black-owned hotel and Green Book listing, which has since also applied for Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits and the Dayton YWCA, an early Y serving the needs of Black women. Other recent listings include the Park Medical Building in Columbus, a medical office for a group of Black physicians denied practicing privileges at local hospitals. The property, owned by the local land bank, was nominated to encourage its rehabilitation utilizing historic tax credits. The Myrtle-Highview Historic District in Cleveland, a postwar suburb of homes built by African American contractors and developers was nominated by the Cleveland Restoration Society, as part of their ongoing work to recognize African American history. These recent nominations are mostly publicly initiated, as is the case for most National Register nominations in Ohio.  Despite these achievements, Ohio’s African American history is still underrepresented in survey and National Register. The Ohio Historic Inventory has slightly under 1% of surveyed properties for themes of African American, AME Church, Underground Railroad, Freed Black, Abolition, Civil Rights, or 20th Century Migration.  National Register listings under the Black History area of significance is 1.5% of total Ohio listings, including nine National Historic Landmarks and ten historic districts.This grant project will create a proactive approach to addressing the underrepresentation of African American properties in SHPO survey and the National Register. Ohio is successful in listing African American properties in the National Register. Our experience has not been that properties are nominated and rejected, but that the properties are not nominated in the first place. Reasons likely include lack of awareness of the National Register and the benefits of listing, uncertainty as to whether properties qualify for the National Register, and apprehension about the level of documentation required for nominations.This project will utilize existing and new survey to identify National Register-eligible properties and plan a strategy for talking with property owners to raise awareness and dispel misunderstandings associated with the National Register, creating a pathway towards more properties of African American history listed in National Register.   
	Planning: The Grant project reflects the core values of the Ohio History Connection. These core values are: INCLUSIVITY: Representing all Ohioans and all descendants of Ohio’s historic communities; AUTHENTICITY: Valuing artifacts, oral histories and documented stories of history; SEWARDSHIP: Protecting the evidence of Ohio’s history and upholding 21st century best practices for public history and historic preservation; and WORKING TOGETHER: Pursuing partnerships and sharing authority and responsibility. The grant project will directly address goals of Equity and Relationship Building identified in the Ohio History Connection’s Strategic Plan FY21-FY24.  The strategic plan describes Equity as a strategy for excellence and an obligation to our stakeholders. Telling the most robust and representational history of Ohio will ensure that our impact crosses demographic lines and that our offerings support the learning, vision and imagination of all Ohioans.  Equity also means recognizing that some communities have been excluded from, or misinterpreted, in the historical record. Widening the lens we hold up to history to include a larger set of experiences will allow everyone who engages with us to see their heritage reflected in our places, programs and products. The grant project clearly supports key strategies identified by the strategic plan for achieving Equity which are: 1) Provide means for communities to represent their own histories and current lives, 2) Include underrepresented histories in all our sites and programs, 3) Build an inclusive workplace culture that retains employees with diverse identities, 4) Implement HR procedures that ensure a robust pool of diverse candidates for every posted position. Also directly supported by the grant project, the plan expands upon Relationship Building as, 1) essential to amplifying impact, ensuring relevancy and improving outcomes. As we contend with reduced resources over the next few years, building meaningful partnerships allows us to accomplish work we couldn’t achieve on our own. In our strategic plan we prioritize working together, to ensure that our partnerships and relationships are valuable for all parties involved and the people we aim to serve; growing and strengthening relationships to ensure that a larger group of stakeholders are invested in our success and view us as essential, collaborating with underrepresented constituencies to build mutually beneficial initiatives and opportunities, and creating pathways for listening to our audiences and customers and ensure we act on what we hear. As part of the Ohio History Connection Strategic Plan FY21-FY24, the State Historic Preservation Office has identified as a Division Goal, Development of 5-year statewide historic preservation plan. While the statewide historic preservation planning effort is in its beginning stages, the goal of addressing the historic preservation needs of a diverse audience and identifying historic resources recognizing the diversity in the history of Ohio are important topics to be addressed within the statewide historic preservation plan. The grant project will add to our understanding of the specific challenges facing historic properties associated with underrepresented communities. Additionally, the grant project will provide insight into the questions and concerns individuals and organizations from underrepresented communities may have regarding historic preservation tools and topics, as well as identifying and preserving their historic properties. Within the State Historic Preservation Office, the grant project directly addresses a project goal identified by the Inventory & Registration Department to promote and encourage recognition of historic resources associated with underrepresented communities and property types through survey and registration.In meeting these overarching strategies and specific goals, the grant project is intended to be carried out by a staff member and group of advisors reflecting an underrepresented community to produce tangible outcomes in the survey and National Register programs, and build stronger relationships with specific leaders and organizations within the African American community. The SHPO will work closely with other divisions within the Ohio History Connection and our historic site partners, especially the staff of the National African American Museum and Cultural Center, the African American Advisors Group and the Harriet Beecher Stowe House in amending the National Register nomination for the property. 
	Feasibility: Hiring a full-time SHPO staff position demonstrates the Ohio History Connection and SHPO’s commitment to efficiently carrying out the tasks included in the grant project. The SHPO staff member ensures that more time is invested in the work of the grant project and all work is completed by a qualified professional whose time is dedicated to the grant project. A full-time SHPO staff member will be able to complete the grant project work within the proposed time frame and schedule. In order to attract a diverse pool of applicants SHPO will advertise the staff position in sources such as Black in Historic Preservation, https://www.blackinhistpres.com/; American Historical Association, https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development, and Beyond the Built Environment https://www.beyondthebuilt.com/, as well as Historically Black Colleges and Universities and historic preservation job posting sites. Creation of an African American Advisors Group establishes a working relationship with leaders in the African American community and enables SHPO to work closely with Ohio History Connection staff in the National African American Museum and Cultural Center to achieve positive input and outreach for the grant project. Through work with these individuals and groups, SHPO will foster a two-way relationship and sharing of information. We are eager to listen to and learn about their perspective on priorities and needs and we can assist in their understanding and use of Historic Preservation tools such as survey and National Register. The outreach with these individuals and groups will build on and expand contacts made during the 20th Century African American Civil Rights Movement in Ohio MPD project.Amendment of the National Register listing for the Harriet Beecher Stowe House, to expand its significance to include its 20th century African American historic associations and Green Book history, provides a tangible product furthering the overall goal of the project. The amendment will serve as a model for amending existing nominations for properties associated with the Green Book listings or for preparing individual nominations for similar properties. The State of Ohio owner letter of consent regarding amendment of the nominations is included in the application. National Register nomination for the King Records Buildings. Nominating and listing in the National Register the locally designated King Records Buildings property (see attached designation ordinance) raises public awareness of the historic significance of this important African American property and enhances its potential for revitalization through the federal historic rehabilitation tax credits and other grant and funding opportunities. The City of Cincinnati, which owns the majority of the buildings, supports the National Register nomination for the King Records Buildings. Their owner letter of consent for nominating the property is attached. We will continue to work with the city officials to obtain the letter of consent from the private owner of a portion of the property. Documentation of the 50 -100 properties on Ohio Historic Inventory forms builds on the successful NPS grant that produced the 20th Century African American Civil Rights MPD cover and related materials, as well as the ongoing AmeriCorps Community Surveyors work. Recording properties in the Ohio Historic Inventory adds them to SHPO GIS mapping system, raising awareness of their existence and significance for planning and decision-making at the local, state and federal levels and for the review of federal and state funded projects requiring coordination with SHPO. Identification and prioritization of properties targeted for future National Register nominations addresses important outside factors identified by African American partners and SHPO and establishes a plan for next steps building on grant project and products. It also establishes a proactive approach to complement the publicly-driven National Register nomination response of SHPO. The Boddie Recording Company property illustrates the need for the grant project.  Cleveland's first African-American owned and operated recording studio, producing music ranging from gospel, soul, and rhythm & blues groups, to rock, bluegrass, and country, the Boddie Recording Company property was identified as qualifying for the National Register through the AmeriCorps Community Surveyor’s work. Thomas and Louise Boddie ran the recording studio, and Louise still owns the property. The grant project will provide SHPO the ability to more closely work with Mrs. Boddie and others to build understanding and support for the nomination of the property in the National Register. Contact with property owners associated with targeted properties engages them in historic preservation and will build awareness of the National Register, historic preservation incentives and funding sources, and raises awareness of significant African American properties worthy of preservation. The proposed costs presented for the grant project address the specific costs associated with producing the grant project products. The costs associated with hiring the full-time SHPO staff member mirror the rate and benefits for other Survey and National Register SHPO staff. Barbara Powers, Department Head for the Inventory & Registration Department in the SHPO, will supervise the new SHPO staff member completing the grant project. Powers meets the NPS Professional Qualifications for Architectural History; her resume is attached.
	Sustainability: The grant project will result in a proactive plan for SHPO's commitment to nominating more of the many significant African American properties to the National Register and to establishing stronger ties within the African American community. The SHPO will seek funding to retain the staff member to continue the work identified through this grant project so that other longer-term projects and priorities associated with nominating properties to the National Register can be accomplished and the SHPO can continue to build relationships within the African American community at large, with the staff of the National African American Museum and through continued work with the African American Advisors Group.   The SHPO will continue to encourage survey and National Register projects addressing African American history. The ongoing AmeriCorps community surveys will continue to include recording sites representing underrepresented groups as a goal.  Surveys and National Register nominations for underrepresented groups will be funding priorities for the Certified Local Government and Ohio History Fund Grant Programs.
	DOI Priorities: The grant project will address the Department of Interior’s Goal of Restoring trust with local communities. An essential component in building trust is to engage in active listening and learning. The grant project will enable the SHPO to listen to individual and community voices, forge new partnerships, and strengthen old ones. The involvement of the members of the African American Advisors Group in the grant project will provide opportunities for engagement and discussion about historic properties important in African American history and the historic preservation programs and funding sources available for their preservation. The grant project will enable the SHPO to work with and respond to the questions and recommendations of individual property owners as well as gaining an understanding of the historic preservation needs and concerns identified within local communities and neighborhoods. Through the survey and National Register nomination work, the SHPO will work with local elected officials, Certified Local Government contacts and local and state partners. 
	Timeline: October – December 2021 – advertising, interviewing, and hiring new SHPO Survey & National Register Manager staff position (S&NR Manager)October -- December 2021 – identification and invitations to members of African American Advisors Group. Share materials about grant project, State Historic Preservation Office, and specifically survey and National Register programs.January -- February 2022 – Hold one meeting (possibly virtual) of African American Advisors Group to meet new SHPO staff member, discuss grant project and their roles as advisors. Give presentation about work of the State Historic Preservation Office covering survey and National Register program and process. January – June 2022 – S&NR Manager researches and records the identified properties on Ohio Historic Inventory forms.  For the properties identified in the 20th Century African American Civil Rights Movement MPD cover document, this phase of the work will include using the information in the MPD about each individual building or site and adding physical description, more specific history if necessary, and the locational, ownership, and photographic requirements of the Ohio Historic Inventory survey form. For the Green Book entries, work will include verifying locations for the Green Book addresses in each community by cross-referencing with other historic sources including maps and city directories and confirming extant buildings through Google Maps. Extant historic properties will have additional historic research, and descriptive, locational, ownership, and photographic documentation for completing the Ohio Historic Inventory form. Identify additional potential funding sources for preparing NR nominations for priority properties (CLG grant priority, Ohio History Fund priority, ODSA Pipeline funds, additional state level grants, local funding sources, etc.). S&NR Manager will research and prepare first draft for King Records Buildings National Register nomination.March -- May 2022 – Review and evaluate AmeriCorps documented properties for National Register eligibility. During this phase of the project the S&NR Manager will work with other National Register SHPO staff and the African American Advisors Group members to evaluate significance and historic integrity for the previously surveyed properties. National Register priority selection criteria will be established based upon input from African American Advisors Group, geographic distribution, representation of broad themes in African American history, threatened or endangered status, economic reinvestment potential, etc. July – September 2022 – S&NR Manager researches and prepares National Register amendment adding African American Green Book significance for Harriet Beecher Stowe House. Amended information will include historical information and assessment of historic integrity of property conveying the additional significance. The draft amendment will be reviewed by the African American Advisors Group, the Harriet Beecher Stowe House staff and Ohio History Connection Museum staff. July - August 2022 – S&NR Manager will work with Inventory & Registration staff and African American Advisors Group to select National Register priority properties and discuss methods and materials for reaching out to property owners of selected National Register priority properties. During this period the first draft of the King Records Buildings National Register nomination will be completed and distributed for review and comment by property owners and African American Advisors Group. August – October 2022 – S&NR Manager/African American Advisors Group members and other statewide or local contacts, as appropriate will work together to contact and talk with owners of National Register priority properties to determine their support for nominating property to the National Register and to seek permission to pursue nominations.September 2022 – S&NR Manager will complete any revisions for the King Records Buildings National Register nomination and the Harriet Beecher Stowe House National Register amendment. The Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board, which is Ohio's state review board that advises SHPO on the eligibility of Ohio properties nominated to the National Register, will review Harriet Beecher Stowe House National Register amendment at their September board meeting.October 2022 – The Harriet Beecher Stowe House National Register amendment will be submitted to the National Park Service. Anticipated acceptance of amendment is December 2022.October – December 2022 – The National Register priority property list will be finalized based on property owner support. Potential grant and other funding sources for preparing future National Register nominations will be identified along with a time frame for researching and preparing National Register nominations. Determine publicity strategy and plan for promoting National Register priority list of properties. Establish post-grant project next steps and ongoing commitment. Schedule King Records Buildings National Register nomination for December Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board meeting and send notification letters to property owner(s), local and state elected officials, and Certified Local Government contact, following National Register notification requirements (36 CFR Part 60).  December 2022 – final grant products and reports sent to NPS. King Records Buildings National Register nomination scheduled for December meeting of the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board. National Register nomination finalized, signed by SHPO and sent to NPS for final review and listing in National Register of Historic Places.    


