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GTSR Avalanche Hazard Forecast
As of 5-11-2016 at 5:18AM (this forecast expires on 5-12-2016 at 5:18AM)

This information is intended for Park employees and contractors working on the Going-to-the-5un Road
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Avalanche Forecast
Mountain Weather
Temps are currently 30 F at the Logan Pass Visitor Center and 27 F on the Garden Wall. Periodic rain showers

will be present over GTTSR during the next few days. There could be some snow mixing in with the rain at the
top of the plowing operation, particularly on Thursday. Otherwise, cloudy skies and slightly warmer
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temperatures than those lately are anticipated through at least the first half of the coming weekend.

Snowpack

New snow depth is highly variable due to wind transport the last few days. The new snow is however, bonded
well to the old snow surface and no avalanche activity was observed yesterday. As this new snow warms up
and possibly rained on today, loose snow avalanche will be possible, but unlikely to affect plowing operations.
Specific areas of concern include, but aren’t limited to, The Slopes, Rim Rock, Slopes Below Big Drift and the
East Tunnel. Normal Caution is prudentin these areas.

Over the past 2 weeks our snowpack has been rapidly melting and the remaining upper elevation snow has
mostly transitioned to a stable, summer snowpack. Despite the above normal temperatures and abundant
sunshine during this week, avalanche activity has been minimal. However this doesn’t mean avalanches aren’t
possible. Always exercise normal caution in steep areas that still contain snow above the road.

Glide cracks still exist on slopes above the GTSR in Big Bend. This season has been a rather active glide
avalanche season and these types of avalanches are very difficult to predict. With the cooler temps, these
areas seem unlikely to become active at this time, but minimizing work in these areas is recommended.

Cornice failure also becomes more likely as temps warm and the snow continues to melt. However most areas
with significant cornice fall hazard have little or no snow remaining on the slopes below, making it highly

unlikely they would trigger a problematic avalanche. Still, normal caution is advised. Minimize time spentin
areas underneath cornices.

Today the avalanche danger is LOW
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Informational Links
® GTSR Avalanche Forecast, pictures, graphs and information
® Avalanche Glossary

B GTSR avalanche hazard posting Authorized personnel only

https://home.nps.gov/applications/glac/gtsravalhazard/gtsravalhazard.cfm

22


http://home.nps.gov/applications/glac/parkoffice/parkoffice.cfm?office=gtsraval
http://www.avalanche.org/
http://glac.nps.gov/gtsravalhazard/gtsravalhazardlogin.cfm

