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March 10, 2016 
 
 
 
 
Mr. John Armor  
Acting Director  
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries  
1305 East - West Highway, 11th Floor  
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
Dear Acting Director Armor: 
 
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore is one of 410 units of the National Park System and is located 
in the heart of the proposed Greater Chequamegon Bay Area National Marine Sanctuary in the 
Wisconsin waters of western Lake Superior.  The purpose of the National Lakeshore, as defined by 
Public Law 41-424 in 1970 (as amended), is “to conserve and develop for the benefit, inspiration, 
education, recreational use, and enjoyment of the public certain significant islands, shoreline, and 
light stations of the United States and their related geographic, scenic, historic and scientific 
values.”  The National Lakeshore includes 23 land-based units totally over 47,000 acres and over 
22,000 acres of adjacent near-shore Lake Superior waters.   
 
As natural and cultural resource conservation, education, recreation, and tourism are prime values 
and management objectives of the National Lakeshore, we take a keen interest in the development 
of the National Marine Sanctuary proposal.  The National Park Service (NPS) appreciates the 
interactions with NOAA staff (in particular Ellen Brody) as well as the many local citizens who are 
developing the draft nomination.   
 
While the exact goals of the proposed National Marine Sanctuary would be determined though a 
public process in the future, the draft goals as we understand them are very complementary to those 
of the National Park Service at the Apostle Islands.  These include: 
 
To increase awareness of, and focus on, submerged areas and water-column resources of 
conservation, ecological, scientific, esthetic, recreational, historical, cultural, archaeological, or 
paleontological significance in order to better protect and preserve them for the inspiration and 
enjoyment of the American people.   
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To conduct marine research and monitoring that will enhance the significance, value, quality, and 
protection of marine resources and ecological processes.   
 
To create culturally relevant educational programming and public outreach to increase Great Lakes 
literacy. 
 
To promote regional  management strategies to protect the Lake Superior marine ecosystems to 
support conservation values. 
 
To facilitate building partnerships between state, federal, tribal, and local governments and 
agencies, educational institutions, advocacy groups, and community organizations for protection, 
management, interpretation,  research, and enhancement of marine resources. 
 
Increasing the attention , civic pride, and sustainable ecotourism in the nationally-significant 
resources of this area is what we in the NPS already do here.  We always appreciate additional 
partners in that endeavor.   
 
The NPS also has very strong science capability in the Chequamegon Bay area, as it is where our 
Great Lakes Inventory and Monitoring Network staff are based.  We also have two regionally-
focused aquatic scientists in the area.  Collaborative scientific research and monitoring opportunities 
with a future National Marine Sanctuary would seem to be both extensive and attractive. 
 
There is already a robust lake-focused tourism economy in this area; in 2014 the Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore was estimated to have a $54 million economic impact on the communities 
within a 60 mile radius.  The interagency Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center, owned by the US 
Forest Service and operated by two additional federal agencies (including the National Park 
Service), two state agencies, and one non-governmental partner , could be a potential base of 
operations for the Marine Sanctuary.  Should the nomination be successful, we would look forward 
to discussions on the feasibility of NOAA joining as a partner in the operation and funding of the 
facility.   
 
While the NPS cannot take a formal position at this time on the nomination and designation of the 
proposed Sanctuary, we believe that it would complement the values and objectives of the Apostle 
Islands National Lakeshore.  We welcome the effort and look forward to being a participant in the 
public process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/Bob Krumenaker/ 
 
Bob Krumenaker 
Superintendent 
 
cc:   
Paul I. Strong, Forest Supervisor, Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest 
Bill Route, Director, NPS Great Lakes I&M Network 
Lake Superior Sanctuary, PO Box 344, Washburn WI 54891 


