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PREFACE

At the northernmost tip of Wisconsin, the twenty-two Apostle Islands form an
archipelago in Lake Superior off the shore of the Bayfield Peninsula. Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore consists of twenty-one of the Apostle Islands and a narrow, 12-mile
long strip along the northwest shore of the Bayfield Peninsula. Madeline Island, the
largest of the Apostle Islands, is not part of the national lakeshore. The boundaries of the
national lakeshore extend one quarter mile into Lake Superior from the mainland portion
of the lakeshore and from each island. The national lakeshore contains 69,372 acres, of
which 27,232 acres are submerged. However, the lakeshore is spread over a much larger
area, encompassing 450 square miles. The Bayfield Peninsula along with Eagle, Sand,
York, and Raspberry Islands are located within Bayfield County; the remaining islands
are in Ashland County.

The U.S. Congress established Apostle Islands National Lakeshore in 1970. The
lakeshore originally included twenty islands; Long Island was added in 1986. As stated
in the 1970 enabling legislation, the purpose of the lakeshore is “to conserve and develop
for the benefit, inspiration, education, recreational use, and enjoyment of the public
certain significant islands and shoreline of the United States.” The law recognizes the
significance of the lakeshore’s natural, historic, scientific, and archaeological features for
the purpose of protecting these features and making them available for public education
and enjoyment. The dry language of the legislation doesn’t begin to capture the scenic
beauty and historical interest of the Apostle Islands. Among the lakeshore’s significant
natural features are picturesque sandstone formations, breeding habitat for more than 150
species of birds, and stands of virgin timber. The Apostle Islands have a rich human
history beginning with Native Americans, especially the Ojibwe, who have remained in
the region to the present. With the arrival of European Americans, the fur trade,
shipping, fishing, logging, quarrying, farming, and tourism shaped the Apostle Islands.
The lakeshore’s outstanding collection of lighthouses is its best known historic resource,
but quarries, fishing camps, and other remnants of island history also teach and intrigue
visitors. Forest regeneration following logging was so successful that in 2004 roughly 80
percent of the national lakeshore’s land area was designated as wilderness. The areas
with the greatest concentration of historic resources, including Sand, Basswood, and
Long islands, were purposely left out of the wilderness designation. Nevertheless,
significant historic resources are within the designated wilderness area.

The purpose of this historic resource study (HRS) is to weave together the diverse
themes of Apostle Islands history into a comprehensive history of Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore. The study ends in 1970 when the national lakeshore was
established. Because Madeline Island is not part of the national lakeshore it is not
emphasized in this study. However, Madeline Island plays such a central role in Apostle
Islands history that it frequently and necessarily appears in the historical narrative. The
HRS discusses the historic resources in the national lakeshore within the context of
Apostle Islands history as well as within the larger historic contexts of the Lake Superior
region and the United States. It is intended to serve as a reference for interpretation and
cultural resource management at the national lakeshore, and is written for the interested
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public as well as for lakeshore personnel. The HRS will also provide a framework for
evaluating the historical significance and National Register of Historic Places eligibility
of resources in the national lakeshore.
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CHAPTER ONE
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW: NATURAL AND CULTURAL

All places where people have settled are shaped to some degree by the natural
environment. In the Apostle Islands, nature has shaped history more than in most places.
The abundant natural resources of the islands, especially the forests and fisheries, and the
location of the Apostle Islands near the western end of the Great Lakes waterway have
been the key elements affecting why and how people settled and used the islands. The
various ways people have used these resources have in turn reshaped the island
environment. The Native Americans who first came to the islands had little impact with
their hunting and fishing camps. In the late seventeenth century the French established a
trading post on Madeline Island to support the fur trade in the area. The British and then
the Americans followed suit. By the time the Great Lakes fur trade ended in the 1840s,
commercial fishing had begun in the Apostle Islands, and iron and copper were being
mined on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Settlement grew on the western end of Lake
Superior, lake shipping increased, and the first lighthouses were built in the Apostle
Islands in the 1850s. During the second half of the nineteenth century, fishing, logging,
and to a lesser extent sandstone quarrying became substantial commercial enterprises in
the islands. Farming was limited, though at times was successful enough to produce
commercial crops. In the early twentieth century the logging and fishing industries were
reconfigured to exploit the resources that remained following the depletion of white pine
and whitefish. By the 1950s, when a few small logging operations worked on forest
remnants and the fisheries collapsed, tourism had become the mainstay of the island
economy. Efforts to preserve the natural scenic and historic qualities of the Apostle
Islands and to make them available to visitors culminated in the 1970 establishment of
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore.

The Lake Superior Region

The Apostle Islands lie within the Lake Superior region, defined here as Lake
Superior and the land area that surrounds it to the limits of the Lake Superior watershed.
The outstanding feature determining the character of the region is, of course, Lake
Superior, the largest freshwater lake in the world." Lake Superior gives the region
abundant fisheries and importance as a transportation route, shapes its climate, and
contributes greatly to its scenic beauty. Lake Superior is 350 miles long, 160 miles wide
at its widest point, and 1,302 feet deep at its deepest point, the deepest of the Great
Lakes. It is also the coldest and clearest of the Great Lakes, with an average water
temperature of forty degrees Fahrenheit and average underwater visibility of 27 feet.
Lake Superior holds more water than the rest of the Great Lakes combined—10 percent
of the liquid fresh water on earth. Because of its large volume, Lake Superior rarely
freezes over cornpletely.2

! As measured by surface area. Lake Baikal in Siberia is the largest by volume.

2 Jack L. Hough, Geology of the Great Lakes (Urbana.: University of Illinois Press, 1958), 5; Douglas O.
Linder, “Lake Superior Facts,” Lake Superior All-In-One Resource Center,
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/superior/superiorfacts.html.




Chapter One

The northern portion of the Lake Superior region is in Canada, and the southern
portion is in the United States. The international boundary divides Lake Superior,
following the Pigeon River to the western lakeshore, jogging north of Isle Royale, and
exiting the lake at St. Mary’s River. After decades of dispute, this boundary was
established by the 1842 treaty negotiated by U.S. Secretary of State Daniel Webster and
Lord Ashburton, special envoy for Great Britain. The Canadian portion of the Lake
Superior region is in the province of Ontario; the U.S. portion includes parts of
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

Lake Superior is a relative newcomer in the context of the region’s geologic
history. The lake lies at the southern edge of the Canadian Shield, the ancient core of the
North American continent. The Canadian Shield is composed of rocks formed during the
Precambrian era, dating from the beginning of the earth to approximately 600 million
years ago. During the Precambrian era, periods of volcanic activity alternating with
periods of erosion and sedimentation created deposits of iron, copper, silver, and gold in
the rocks of the Lake Superior region and formed a lowland. Much more recently—
during the Pleistoscene epoch that began 3 million years ago—glaciers excavated the
relatively soft sandstone of this lowland to form the deep Lake Superior basin. When the
ice melted it left glacial drift—rock debris ranging from sand to boulders that the glacier
carried with it—covering much of the Lake Superior region and formed a succession of
glacial lakes in the Lake Superior basin. Superior and the rest of the Great Lakes
assumed their present configuration about 2,000 years ago when the lakes began to flow
into the St. Lawrence River.’

The climate of the Lake Superior region is determined by its location on the
planet and by the presence of Lake Superior. The region lies in the middle latitudes of
the Northern Hemisphere, which means that it experiences distinct seasonal changes with
warm summers and cold winters. The jet stream that is often over or near the region
brings areas of low and high pressure (cyclones and anticyclones) and warm and cold air
masses that can cause high winds, storms, and rapid changes in temperature. The
region’s position in the interior of the North American continent classifies its climate as
continental—land heats and cools more quickly than water, resulting in greater
temperature fluctuations than in the maritime climates of the coast. Lake Superior,
however, gives the region elements of a maritime climate. Summer temperatures are
cooler and winter temperatures warmer along the lakeshore than farther inland. Areas
closer to the lake also have a greater number of days before the first frost in the fall.

Lake effects include fog, clouds, breezes, wind and waves, and snow. The lake effect
snow belt stretches along the south shore beginning east of the Bayfield Peninsula, wraps
around Sault Ste. Marie, and continues north along the northeast shore past Michipicoten.

> Gwen M. Schultz, Wisconsin’s Foundations: A Review of the State’s Geology and Its Influence on
Geography and Human Activity (Madison: Cooperative Extension Service, University of Wisconsin, 1986),
2-3, 1041, 139-89; Thomas F. Waters, The Superior North Shore (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 1987), 12-25, 87-90; Larry Lankton, Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death at the Lake Superior
Copper Mines (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 5-6; Hough, Geology of the Great Lakes, 94,
184-193, 243-268, 284-296; Ronald J. Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology (New York: Academic Press,
1981), 61-79; Gene L. LaBerge, Geology of the Lake Superior Region (Phoenix: Geoscience Press, 1994),
290-292.
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The greatest lake effect snow occurs in early winter. The most severe Lake Superior
storms occur just before then, in November, with high winds and waves caused by both
jet stream and lake effect.*

The forests that cover much of the Lake Superior region are key to the region’s
character. Two types of forest meet in the region. The boreal forest, or taiga,
encompasses much of Canada, reaching the north-central portion of the Lake Superior
shoreline. Before the logging era, black spruce was the dominant tree species of the
boreal forest. White spruce, balsam fir, white birch, jack pine, and tamarack were also
characteristic. South of the boreal forest, a band of mixed hardwood and coniferous
forest called the Lake Forest reaches from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia through the
upper Great Lakes. Before logging, white and red pine, hemlock, yellow birch, sugar
maple, beech, red oak, aspen, and white cedar were characteristic trees of the Lake
Forest. The forests of the Lake Superior region contain species of both forest types.
Beginning in the 1880s, large-scale logging followed by forest fires transformed these
forests. When the forests eventually regenerated, hardwoods, especially aspen and birch,
replaced pine trees. Spruce trees were better able than pines to regenerate. Spruce-fir
forests are now managed for long-term harvesting, and plantations of red pine have been
planted. The Lake Superior region is once again covered by extensive forests, but these
forests are quite different than they were in the seventeenth century.’

Before Europeans arrived, animals of the boreal forest included woodland
caribou, black bear, wolf, lynx, wolverine, marten, fisher, red fox, porcupine, beaver, and
snowshoe hare. Many of the same animals populated the northern part of the Lake
Forest, but some were uncommon or absent farther south. Moose replaced caribou as the
primary large game animal in the Lake Forest. Deer, bobcats, and mountain lions lived in
the hardwood forests. Black bear, wolves, and beaver were typical throughout. Logging,
trapping, hunting, human settlement, and climatic change resulted in dramatic changes in
animal populations. By the early nineteenth century, trapping had severely reduced
populations of fur-bearing animals. Beginning in the late nineteenth century, deer
expanded their territory, moose moved northward, and caribou nearly disappeared from
the region. Wolves, mountain lions, and black bears were hunted and mostly eliminated
in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Now protected, wolf populations have
recovered somewhat and black bears are common. Biologists have estimated that prior to
European-American settlement, seventy-one species of fish lived in Lake Superior and its
tributary streams. Most of these species remain today, despite overfishing, the impact of

* Val L. Eichenlaub, Weather and Climate of the Great Lakes Region (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre
Dame Press, 1979), 36-51, 80-214, 288-89.

5 Eric A. Bourdo, Jr., “The Forest the Settlers Saw,” in The Great Lakes Forest: An Environmental and
Social History, ed. Susan L. Flader (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1983), 5-12; R. J. Burgar,
“Forest Land-Use Evolution in Ontario’s Upper Great Lakes Basin,” in Great Lakes Forest, 180—-181;
Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 57-60; Waters, Superior North Shore, 106-110, 117-125, 134; Grace
Lee Nute, Lake Superior (Indianapolis and New York: Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1944), 195, 203-04, 216;
Clifford E. Ahlgren and Isabel F. Ahlgren, “The Human Impact on Northern Forest Ecosystems,” in Great
Lakes Forest, 35-48; Lynn Sandberg, “The Response of Forest Industries to a Changing Environment,” in
Great Lakes Forest, 198-202.
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logging on the watershed, and the accidental and purposeful introduction of exotic
species.

Despite its tremendous impact on the natural environment, the human population
of the Lake Superior region has remained relatively small. Thunder Bay, Ontario, is the
largest urban area in the region, with a 2001 population of 121,986 for the metropolitan
area.” The combined population of the twin ports of Duluth, Minnesota, and Superior,
Wisconsin, was 114,286 in 2000, slightly smaller than Thunder Bay. The two Sault Ste.
Maries—in Michigan and Ontario—Ilie just outside of the Lake Superior watershed but
serve the eastern portion of the Lake Superior region. Their combined population was
91,108. After Sault Ste. Marie, urban population drops off sharply, with 19,661 in
Marquette, Michigan; 11,333 in Houghton and Hancock, Michigan combined; and 8,620
in Ashland, Wisconsin. Smaller towns, mostly on the lakeshore, are scattered through the
region. Nine Indian reservations ranged in size from 65 people on the Pays Plat
Reservation in Ontario to 3,538 people on the L’ Anse Reservation in Michigan. In 1990,
the average population density for the U.S. portion of the Lake Superior region was 9.95
persons per square kilometer or 25.8 persons per square mile. By comparison, the
average population density per square mile was 70.3 for the U.S., 55.0 for Minnesota, and
90.1 for Wisconsin. In 1996, the average population density for the Ontario portion of
the Lake Superior region was 2.17 persons per square kilometer or 5.62 persons per
square mile. However, the Ontario data are based on both land and water area, whereas
the U.S. data is based only on land area. If water area were calculated as part of the U.S.
data, the density would be 8.72 persons per square kilometer or 22.6 persons per square
mile, still significantly higher than in Ontario.®

Given its sparse population, it is not surprising that less than 1 percent of the land
in the Lake Superior region is considered developed. More than 80 percent of the region
is forested. Much of the region is in the public domain. In the United States this includes
state and national forests, state and national parks, and underwater preserves. In Ontario,
publicly-owned lands include a number of provincial parks, Pukaskwa National Park, and
other crown lands. Many of the region’s forests, both public and private, are harvested
for paper and other wood products. Agriculture accounts for a very small proportion of
land use in the region, less than 2 percent. Of the sixteen U.S. counties in the Lake
Superior basin, only Bayfield County, Wisconsin, and Carlton County, Minnesota, had

6 Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 58—60; Waters, Superior North Shore, 80, 136-215, 222-41; David M.
Gates, C. H. D. Clarke, and James T. Harris, “Wildlife in a Changing Environment,” in Great Lakes Forest,
62, 67-72; Nute, Lake Superior, 171-186; [David Fritz], “Special History Study: Family-Managed
Commercial Fishing in the Apostle Islands during the 20" Century, with Background Information on
Commercial Fishing on Lake Superior” (United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
1985), 87-92.

7 Canadian population statistics for cities and reservations are for 2001 from Statistics Canada. U.S.
population statistics for cities and reservations are for 2000 from the U.S. Census Bureau.

¥ Population densities were calculated by the GEM Center for Science and Environmental Outreach based
on the census subdivisions mostly closely approximating the Lake Superior basin. Kristine L. Bradof and
others, “Baseline Sustainability Data for the Lake Superior Basin,” (Michigan Technological University,
GEM Center for Science and Environmental Outreach, Houghton, MI, 2000), 13-14.
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more than 10 percent of their land in farms in 1992. In the remaining counties, farmland
ranged from 0.1 to 8.4 percent. ’

The Chequamegon Region

The Bayfield Peninsula juts out into Lake Superior toward the western end of the
lake’s south shore. Clustered around the northern end of the Bayfield Peninsula are the
twenty-two Apostle Islands. At the base of the peninsula, the Ashland plain stretches
south and east until it meets the highlands of the Penokee and Gogebic ranges. In
between the Bayfield Peninsula and the Ashland plain lies Chequamegon Bay, about
twelve miles long and—at its mouth—about ten miles wide. A narrow sand spit
connected to the mainland on the eastern side of the bay protects the waters within. The
northwestern portion of the sand spit forms Long Island, which has intermittently been
separated from the eastern portion of the sand spit. The Chequamegon region consists of
Chequamegon Bay and the lands that surround it—the islands, the peninsula, and the
plain. Conveniently, the region is approximated by the boundaries of Wisconsin’s
Ashland and Bayfield counties.'”

The bedrocks that underlie the Chequamegon region are sandstones deposited in
the Lake Superior lowland during the Late Precambrian era. They are the youngest of the
sedimentary rocks that formed in the lowland, a group of three sandstone formations
known as the Bayfield group. Before the ice sheets arrived, river and stream erosion
created valleys in the Lake Superior lowland, forming hills and accentuating highlands
where the rock was more resistant. One such highland is now the Bayfield Peninsula,
and it is likely that the Apostle Islands were originally part of that highland. When the
ice sheet advanced, it overrode the Bayfield highland, deepening and widening the
valleys and sculpting the hills at the northern end of the highland. After the final retreat
of the ice, successive glacial lakes covered the Chequamegon region, and the partially
submerged hills at the north end of the peninsula became the Apostle Islands. More
recently, beaches, sandspits, cliffs, and caves have been formed by the actions of wind,
ice, and water. The Chequamegon region is one of the few areas on the Lake Superior
shore with sand beaches.''

Temperatures in the Chequamegon region, especially near the lakeshore, are
moderated by Lake Superior. In the cities of Ashland and Bayfield, average daily
temperatures are eleven degrees Fahrenheit in January and sixty-seven to sixty-eight
degrees in July. These temperatures are a bit more extreme than in other locations on the

’ Regional land use percentages, from the Center for Water and the Environment, appear to be based on the
Lake Superior basin plus a fifty kilometer buffer zone. Center for Water and the Environment, Natural
Resources Research Institute, University of Minnesota-Duluth, “Lake Superior Landuse and Bathymetry,”
1999, The Lake Superior Decision Support Project, http://www.nrri.umn.edu/lsgis/landuse.htm; Bradof,
“Baseline Sustainability Data,” 55-57.

19 Lars Larson, Chequamegon Bay and Its Communities I, Ashland, Bayfield, La Pointe: A Brief History
1659-1883 (Whitewater, WI: Lars Larson, 2005), 13—-16; Schultz, Wisconsin’s Foundations, 44-46, 51-53.
1 Schultz, Wisconsin’s Foundations, 40, 44-48, 151, 155-56, 165-67; Edward B. Nuhfer, A Guidebook to
the Geology of Lake Superior’s Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, rev. ed. (Fort Washington, PA:
Eastern National, 2004), 19-39; Larson, Chequamegon Bay, 15.
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south shore. In Houghton, Marquette, and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, January
temperatures average thirteen to fourteen degrees Fahrenheit, and July temperatures
average sixty-four to sixty-five degrees. Near the lakeshore and in the islands, the
Chequamegon region averages 120 to 140 frost free days annually. The Chequamegon
region is located west of the area of greatest lake effect snow. Annual snowfall averages
57 inches in Ashland and 84 inches in Bayfield, compared to 129 inches in Marquette and
116 inches in Sault Ste. Marie."

Despite areas of agriculture and development, forests still cover most of the
Chequamegon region. Before logging, pine, hemlock, sugar maple, birch, and red oak
appear to have been the most common tree species, their distribution varying according to
variations in soil and moisture. There were extensive areas of spruce and balsam fir. In
1857 an observer described the Bayfield Peninsula as “heavily timbered with the White
and Norway pine, White Birch, Balsam, Sugar Maple, Soft Maple, Basswood, and
Oak.”"® The tall red and white pines, although not the most numerous trees, dominated
the forest landscape by virtue of their size. The prime objective of the first loggers, these
tall pines were nearly eradicated by logging and then forest fires. Today, hardwood
forests dominated by maples and birches are found throughout much of the region.
Spruce-fir forests are located in northern parts of the region, especially along the
lakeshore. Conifer swamps of black spruce, tamarack, and cedar are found in more
southern areas. Pine trees are mostly red pine plantations planted by the Civilian
Conservation Corps during the 1930s. Wetlands are also an important component of the
regional ecology. These range from sphagnum bogs to coastal wetlands such as the
Kakagon and Bad River sloughs on the Bad River Reservation with their renowned beds
of wild rice."*

With its diverse habitats, the Chequamegon region is home to a wide variety of
wildlife. Black bear, fox, coyote, fisher, red and grey squirrel, snowshoe hare, chipmunk,
porcupine, skunk, raccoon, ruffed grouse, hawks, and many species of songbirds are
typical of the region’s forests. The population of white-tailed deer grew dramatically

12 Canty & Associates, “Weatherbase,” http://www.weatherbase.com.; Eichenlaub, Weather and Climate,
206. Weatherbase is a database of worldwide weather information containing data that is not available on
NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center website. Weatherbase data is collected from a variety of public
domain sources, including the National Climatic Data Center.

" Bayfield Mercury, 22 August 1857, quoted in Charles Twining, “The Apostle Islands and the Lumbering
Frontier,” Wisconsin Magazine of History 66 (Spring 1983):205-220, reprinted in Historic Logging and
Farming in the Apostle Islands (Fort Washington, PA: Eastern National), 46.

14 Twining, “Lumbering Frontier,” 45-46; Center for Water and the Environment, “Pre-Settlement
Vegetation,” and “Forest Service Classification,” 1998, Lake Superior Decision Support Project,
http://www.nrri.umn.edu/Isgis/psettle.htm and http://www.nrri.umn.edu/lsgis/fservice.htm; “Ashland
County, Wisconsin,” and “Bayfield County, Wisconsin,” Wisconsin Online,
http://www.wisconline.com/counties/ashland/ and http://www.wisconline.com/counties/bayfield; U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, “Chequamegon-Nicolet
National Forest, Final Environmental Impact Statement, Selected Alternative Management Areas:
Washburn-Great Divide Districts,”

http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/cnnf/natres/final forest plan/maps/SA Cheq north lge.pdf; Chequamegon-Nicolet
National Forest, “Response to ‘Speaker’s Task Force on Forestry’ Questions,” Wisconsin State Legislature,
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/assembly/asm35/news/TaskForceOnForestry/JanO8usfsResponse.pdf.
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with the spread of second growth hardwood forests following logging. Wolves returned
to Wisconsin in the mid-1970s, and today there are several wolf packs in the
Chequamegon region. Rivers, streams, lakes, and wetlands provide habitat for otter,
beaver, muskrat, herons, kingfisher, turtles, and numerous waterfowl. Beaver made a
comeback in the aspen forests that replaced old growth forests lost to logging and fire.
Numerous shorebirds and waterfowl inhabit the Lake Superior shoreline and coastal
wetlands. The abundance of fish in the Chequamegon region is due in large part to the
spawning grounds along the shores of the islands and mainland. Lake Superior fish in the
region today include native whitefish, lake trout, and herring and non-native smelt, brown
and rainbow trout, and coho and chinook salmon. Common fish in the rivers, lakes, and
streams include rainbow, brook, and brown trout; musky; northern pike; walleye;
largemouth and smallmouth bass; and panfish such as black crappie."

The human population of the Chequamegon region is fairly sparse. In 2000 the
population of Ashland County was 16,866 and Bayfield County was 15,013 for a
combined total of 31,879. Between 1990 and 2000 population increased in both counties.
In 2000 the population density was 16.2 persons per square mile in Ashland County and
10.2 persons per square mile in Bayfield County. By comparison, the average population
density for the state of Wisconsin was 98.8 persons per square mile. Ashland, the county
seat of Ashland County, is the largest city in the Chequamegon region with a year 2000
population of 8,620. Next in size is Washburn, the Bayfield County seat, with population
of 2,280. The city of Bayfield is much smaller, with 611 people. The populations of the
Bad River and Red CIliff reservations in 2000 were 1,411 and 1,078, respectively.16

Forestry and recreation are the primary land uses in the Chequamegon region.
More than 80 percent of the region is forested. In 1996, 53 percent of this forested land
was publicly owned, and 47 percent was privately owned. Public forests include
approximately 207,000 acres of county-owned forests and 430,000 acres in
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest. Although much of public forest management is
geared toward timber harvest or recreational uses, there are areas where protecting
natural resources takes priority. In Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest these include
the Porcupine Lake and Rainbow Lake wilderness areas. Outside of the public forests,
Whittlesey Creek National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1999 to conserve and
restore a small but important area of coastal wetlands. Ashland County’s two state
parks—Big Bay on Madeline Island and Copper Falls—are used primarily for recreation.
Agriculture is a smaller but significant land use in the Chequamegon region. In 2002
Ashland County had 227 farms totaling 58,746 acres, accounting for about 9 percent of
land use in the county. Bayfield County had 468 farms totaling 111,851 acres,

' National Park Service, “Final Wilderness Study/Environmental Impact Statement: Apostle Islands
National Lakeshore, Wisconsin,” (United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 2004),
53-55; Randy Moore, responsible official, “2004 Land and Resource Management Plan: Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forests (USDA Forest Service, Eastern Region, Milwaukee, 2004), chapter 3; Wisconsin
Wolf Advisory Committee, “Wisconsin Wolf Management Plan,” (Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, Wisconsin Wolf Advisory Committee, Madison, 1999); Nute, Lake Superior, 181-82; USDAFS
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, “Fishing on the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest,”
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/cnnf/rec/fishing.

'® All population statistics are for 2000 from the U.S. Census Bureau.
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accounting for about 12 percent of land use in that county. Less than 1 percent of the
land in the region is classified as urban.'’

The Apostle Islands

Looking at a map of the Apostle Islands, it is easy to visualize how the islands
once formed the tip of the Bayfield Peninsula. The twenty-two islands range in size from
Gull Island’s three acres to Madeline Island’s twenty-four square miles (15,360 acres).
Most of the islands are low lying and relatively level, rising less than 200 feet above the
surface of Lake Superior. Oak Island is unusual among the Apostles with its elevation of
479 feet above lake level.'® Except for Long Island, all of the islands have a bedrock
core of sandstone. Outcrops of these reddish brown Bayfield group sandstones often
form cliffs on north and northeast island shores. Waves eroding shoreline outcrops create
caves, arches, stacks, and a variety of sandscapes including beaches, sandspits, and
tombolos, where a sandspit connects two islands. Waves have also eroded deposits of
glacial drift into steep clay bluffs, especially on the west shores of the islands. The
glacial lakes that preceded Lake Superior submerged most of the islands at various times,
leaving remnant beaches and terraces and deposits of clay. Soil on the islands has formed
from clay, drift, and sand. The landscape and especially the shoreline of the Apostle
Islands are dynamic. Changes to the shoreline can occur gradually or suddenly during a
severe storm. Steamboat Island, also called Little Steamboat Island, was destroyed by a
storm in 1901."

Before they were logged, most of the forests of the Apostle Islands were mixed
hardwoods and conifers of the Lake Forest type, dominated by hemlock, white pine,
sugar maple, and yellow and white birch. Boreal forest, consisting primarily of white
spruce, balsam fir, tamarack, white cedar, birch, and aspen, covered an estimated 10
percent of the islands. Most of the forests on the islands were logged in the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.” Today areas that were logged are mostly second
and third growth forest dominated by white birch, sugar and red maple, balsam fir, and
white cedar. The boreal forest, still a relatively small portion of the islands’ forests,

17 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, “Watersheds of the [Superior] Basin,”
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/gmu/superior/BasinPlan/Watersheds.html; Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources, “Planners Toolbox: Smart Forestry for Smart Growth—Assessment Overview,”
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/SmartForestry/toolbox/datahome.asp; Center for Land Use Education, University
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, “Forest Planning for Wisconsin’s Future: Ashland County,” and “Forest
Planning for Wisconsin’s Future: Bayfield County,” Forest Planning for Wisconsin’s Future,
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/landcenter/forestplanning/CountyPages/ashland.htm and
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/landcenter/forestplanning/CountyPages/bayfield.htm; USDA National
Agricultural Statistics Service, “2002 Census of Agriculture, Wisconsin State and County Profiles,”
http://www.nass.usda.gov/census/census02/profiles/wi.

'8 Except for Madeline Island, figures on island size and elevation come from Apostle Islands National
Lakeshore. Madeline Island size is from Joshua Calder, “Largest Islands of Selected U.S. States,” Island
Information, http://users.erols.com/jcalder/USSTATESV1.html.

19 Nuhfer, Guidebook to Geology, 30-41, 69; National Park Service, “Final Wilderness Study: Apostle
Islands,” 51-52; John Lindquist, “Steamboat Island: The Legendary Apostle Island That Went Missing in
1901,” John A. Lindquist, http://www.jlindquist.com/steamboatisland.html.

%0 National Park Service, “Final Wilderness Study: Apostle Islands,” 52.
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retains the same mix of species as before logging. Stands of virgin timber including
hemlock, pine, and sugar maple-oak forest are among the natural treasures of the
Apostles. Canada yew was the dominant ground cover on most of the islands before
logging. When the deer population grew along with the second growth hardwood forests,
yew was browsed almost to extinction on some islands. Yew remains abundant on
islands where deer have historically been absent or fewer in numbers. Outside of the
forests, specialized plant communities inhabit sandscapes, clay bluffs, sandstone ledges
and cliffs, and sphagnum bogs. Introduced non-native plants such as turf grasses, hay,
and fruit trees are signs of former human habitation. Overall, more than eight hundred
species of plants grow in the Apostle Islands, including nearly twenty species of orchids,
and—importantly to animal and human inhabitants—a number of varieties of berries.”'

The variety of wildlife on the Apostle Islands differs from that on the mainland
because of the barrier created by Lake Superior. About 9,500 years ago when the lake
level was low, the islands were connected to the mainland and populated with mainland
species. Distinctions came about as a result of subsequent changes in climate and habitat
and more recently because of human activities. Moose, bear, and beaver, present in the
islands or nearby during the eighteenth century, were gone by the early twentieth century.
Beaver established colonies on Stockton, Outer, Michigan, and Madeline islands after the
1930s, but more recently their population has declined as other hardwoods have replaced
aspen. Black bears established a reproducing population on Stockton Island in the 1980s
and more recently on Sand Island. Uncommon in the islands before the 1930s, the deer
population peaked in the 1950s then dropped during the 1960s. Currently, deer are found
primarily on Basswood, Oak, Sand, York, and Madeline islands. Other common
mammals on the islands are red squirrel, snowshoe hare, deer mouse, and redback vole.
Less common are fox, coyote, otter, and fisher. The Apostle Islands provide habitat for
hundreds of species of nesting and migrating birds. During spring and fall migrations,
the Apostle Islands are an important stopover for birds flying across the Great Lakes. In
addition to birds and mammals, more than twenty species of salamanders, frogs, toads,
and reptiles inhabit the islands. The abundance of fish in the spawning grounds off island
shores is one of the most noted natural resources in the Apostles.22

Madeline Island is the only one of the twenty-two Apostle Islands that is not part
of Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. In 2000 the permanent island population was
246, including the unincorporated village of La Pointe. Summer residents increase the
population to between 2,500 and 3,000.> The economy of Madeline Island is based on
tourism and recreation, and land use reflects that. Nevertheless, development is relatively
limited. Despite a golf course on the island, tourism emphasizes natural resource-based

2! National Park Service, “Final Wilderness Study: Apostle Islands,” 52-53; Nancy Farm Mannikko,
“Logging and Lumbering Sites in Apostle Islands National Lakeshore,” National Register of Historic
Places Multiple Property Documentation Form—Draft (Bayfield, WI: Apostle Islands National Lakeshore,
n.d.), 13.

22 National Park Service, “Final Wilderness Study: Apostle Islands,” 53—-55; Robert A. Birmingham,
“Historic Period Indian Archeology at La Pointe in Lake Superior: An Overview,” Wisconsin Archeologist
73, no. 3—4 (1992): 189.

U.S. Census Bureau; Madeline Island Chamber of Commerce, “About the Island,”
http://www.madelineisland.com/about.htm.
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activities such as hiking, fishing, and camping. Big Bay State Park, which occupies
2,350 acres in the middle of the island, is geared toward recreational use, although the
sand spit and bog area is designated a Wisconsin State Natural Area. Close to two
hundred acres on the northern end of the island are part of the Bad River Indian
Reservation. Within Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, approximately 80 percent of
the land area—33,500 acres—was designated as wilderness in 2004.

The First Inhabitants

Native Americans were present in the Apostle Islands thousands of years before
the first Europeans arrived. The earliest evidence of people in the Chequamegon region
comes from a site on Chequamegon Bay and may date as early as 11,000 B.P. (before
present). The site is affiliated with the Paleo-Indian tradition of big game hunters who
are known for their distinctive fluted stone spear points and are usually considered to be
the first people to inhabit the Americas. A single, isolated late Paleo-Indian projectile
point was found on Manitou Island, but it is unlikely that much additional evidence of
Paleo-Indians will be found in the islands. Paleo-Indian sites are small and uncommon,
and fluctuating lake levels may have submerged sites that were once on the shore. The
Archaic tradition succeeded the Paleo-Indian tradition as people adapted to the woodland
environment that developed following the retreat of the glaciers. Archaic people were
hunters and gatherers who made ground stone and chipped stone tools as well as tools
and ornaments from copper mined in the Lake Superior region. On Stockton Island, a
stemmed projectile point of the Archaic tradition was found at the Ebob site (47AS38),
and chipped stone debitage, fire-cracked rock, and a worked copper blank were found
with a cluster of charcoal at site 47AS41/42 at Quarry Bay. The latter yielded a
radiocarbon date of 5,300 to 4,880 B.P. Other island sites that have not been dated might
be associated with the Archaic tradition.

The Woodland tradition, distinguished by the manufacture of pottery, appeared in
the Lake Superior region about 2,100 B.P. Although there is evidence of this phase of
the Woodland tradition in northeastern Minnesota and north central Wisconsin, the
earliest evidence in the Apostle Islands is affiliated with the Late Woodland tradition,
which began in the Lake Superior region about 1,200 B.P. (A.D. 800). The National
Register-listed Morty site (47AS40) on Stockton Island contains a Late Woodland
component with hearths; a midden; and a range of artifacts including stone tools, pottery,
and animal remains. The Morty site has been interpreted as a moose hunting camp.
Several other small sites on the islands that have been identified as Late Woodland have a
limited variety of artifacts consisting mostly of chipped quartz pebbles. These sites were
probably temporary campsites for fishing and perhaps gathering plant foods and hunting.
The Native American tribes in the Great Lakes region when the first Europeans arrived in
the early seventeenth century were following the Late Woodland tradition. A number of
interrelated but independent bands who spoke a common Algonquian language occupied
a large area around the eastern end of Lake Superior. One of these bands was the
Outchibouec or Ojibwe. North of these bands were the Cree Indians, also Algonquian
speakers, and to the northwest were the Siouan-speaking Assiniboine. Both of these
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tribes came into the Lake Superior region to hunt and trade, as did the Dakota or Santee
Sioux, whose territory extended close to the southwest end of the lake.

The International Fur Trade

The French were the first Europeans to explore the Lake Superior region. The
first Frenchmen known to have visited the Chequamegon region were two traders named
Medart Chouart, Sieur des Groseilliers and his brother-in-law, Pierre Esprit Radisson,
who arrived at Chequamegon Bay in the fall of 1659 accompanied by Ojibwe and Ottawa
Indians. After a short stay at Chequamegon Bay, Radisson and Des Groseilliers traveled
south into the interior for the winter, returning to Chequamegon Bay in the spring of
1660. When the two traders returned to Montreal that summer they had accumulated a
fortune in furs. On the pretext that the traders were operating without a license,
government officials confiscated most of the furs, fined the men, and jailed Des
Groseilliers. Despite their loss, Radisson and Des Groseilliers were soon looking for
investors for a fur trading expedition to Hudson Bay. They took their plan to England,
where they were instrumental in founding the Hudson’s Bay Company.

Before Radisson and Des Groseilliers, French traders bought furs from Indian
middlemen who came to Montreal. The abundance of high quality furs that Radisson and
Des Groseilliers brought back to Montreal inspired other trading parties to travel to the
Chequamegon region, shifting the focus of the French and Indian fur trade westward.

The French adopted the Indian mode of trade as gift giving, an exchange that not only
recognized the tangible value of furs and trade goods, but also established friendships and
political alliances. The Jesuit missionaries who went with the traders aimed to convert
Indians to Christianity, adding another element to the complexity of the fur trade. In
1665 Father Claude Allouez was the first Jesuit missionary to succeed in establishing a
mission at Chequamegon Bay, where he found a “great village” populated by Indians
from seven different nations, many of whom were refugees fleeing the attacks of the
Iroquois in the east. The Ottawa Indians were the dominant tribe in the village, and to the
north was a second large village of Huron-Petun. Allouez established his mission
between the two villages. Chequamegon Bay remained the focus of the growing French
fur trade until 1668 when it shifted to Green Bay, in part because of a temporary peace
between the French and the Iroquois. A few traders remained in the Chequamegon
region. Allouez stayed at La Pointe du St. Esprit until the spring of 1669; in the fall
Father Jacques Marquette took his place. Warfare between the allied Ottawa and Huron
against the Sioux disrupted Marquette’s missionary efforts. Because there was peace
with the Iroquois in the east, the Ottawa and Huron left Chequamegon in 1670 and
traveled east, many of them to the Straits of Mackinac. Marquette followed them to
Mackinac where he became head of the Mission of St. Ignace. In 1672 Allouez, using
the knowledge of Lake Superior that he gathered during his travels, collaborated with
Father Claude Dablon to publish a remarkably accurate map of the lake (figure 1).**

* Conrad E. Heidenreich, “Maps,” Pathfinders & Passageways: The Exploration of Canada, National
Library and Archives of Canada, http://www.collectionscanada.ca/explorers/h24-1404-e.html.
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Figure 1. Lac Superieur by the Jesuits Claude Dablon and Claude Allouez, 1672.
Courtesy of National Archives of Canada.
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Competition and warfare between the French, British, and later the Americans;
warfare between different Indian tribes; and shifting alliances would shape and reshape
trade routes and relationships for nearly two centuries to come. During the 1670s the fur
trade in the southwestern Lake Superior region was disrupted by warfare between the
Sioux and the Ojibwe, who were expanding their territory westward from the Sault. In
1679 Daniel Greysolon, Sieur Dulhut, helped to negotiate a peace and trading agreement
between the two tribes. By 1680 the Ojibwe had a village at Chequamegon, either on the
mainland or on Madeline Island. The Lake Superior region regained its prominence in
the French fur trade in 1689, when the outbreak of King William’s War between England
and France led the Iroquois—British allies—to once again close the Green Bay trade
route to the French. About 1690 the French built a trading post at the opening of
Chequamegon Bay on the sandspit that by then was known as La Pointe. In 1693 Pierre
Le Sueur moved the trading post to a more defensible location on the southern end of
Madeline Island, then known to the French as Isle Michel. The post served a large area
south of Lake Superior, from the west end of the lake to the base of the Keweenaw
Peninsula, with many trails and water routes into the interior. The fur trade flourished,
creating a glut in the fur market, and in 1696 King Louis XIV revoked all trading
licenses, closing La Pointe and the other trading posts.

During the years that followed, the French lost ground to the English in the fur
trade. After a 1713 treaty ended yet another war between France and England, the
French reopened their western trading posts. In 1718 the French reestablished the La
Pointe post at a new location on the west side of Madeline Island. For more than forty
years this post served as military outpost, trading center, and home to traders, voyageurs,
and the military garrison. The name Apostle Islands, probably given by the Jesuits, came
into official use during this time period; it appears on a French map dated 1744. A large
Ojibwe village in the vicinity of the trading post may have housed as many as one
thousand residents during the summer season. In the mid-eighteenth century this was the
principal Ojibwe village and as such served as the gathering place for annual religious
ceremonies. Warfare between the Ojibwe and the Sioux resumed during the 1730s and
continued into the nineteenth century with far-reaching effects on life and trade in the
upper Great Lakes. The Ojibwe fought for the French during the French and Indian War
(1754-1760). Following their defeat, the French abandoned the La Pointe trading post.
The British destroyed the post in 1765, and the Ojibwe abandoned their village on the
island soon after.

In August 1765 British trader Alexander Henry arrived at Chequamegon Bay to
reopen the fur trade on western Lake Superior. On the mainland near Chequamegon Bay,
Henry found an Ojibwe village of seven to eight hundred people. Henry’s partnership
with French trader Jean Baptiste Cadotte of Sault Ste. Marie helped him to gain the
confidence of the local Ojibwe. Other English traders who came after Henry followed
his precedent and formed partnerships with French Canadians. Later on, however,
traders came who did not trade according to Ojibwe ideas of exchange and alliance. As
the number of traders increased, so did competition and conflict among them. In 1783 a
group of traders and merchants decided to cooperate, entering into a formal partnership
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called the North West Company that soon dominated the fur trade in the Lake Superior
region. Although the 1783 Treaty of Paris put the southern shore of Lake Superior in the
United States, the British continued to control the fur trade there. By 1791 the North
West Company had established a trading post at La Pointe, and by 1793 Michel
Cadotte—son of Jean Baptiste Cadotte—was in charge of the La Pointe post. Cadotte
built a home and trading post on the southern end of Madeline Island and married
Equaysayway, daughter of Chief White Crane, who lived on Chequamegon Bay. Other
Ojibwe came to live on Madeline Island in the vicinity of Cadotte’s trading post.

After 1806 the Michilimackinac Company took over most of the North West
Company’s posts east of the Mississippi River, including La Pointe. In 1811 the North
West Company and Michilimackinac Company partnered with John Jacob Astor’s
American Fur Company to form the South West Company to handle trade south and west
of the Canadian border, an attempt to avoid U.S. import taxes. The War of 1812 severed
Astor’s connection with the South West Company, and during the war furs and trade
goods passed through the Lake Superior region untaxed. After the War of 1812
foreigners were prohibited from trading within U.S. boundaries, enabling Astor to
purchase the South West Company’s holdings at low cost. From then until 1834, Astor’s
American Fur Company dominated the U.S. fur trade. The American Fur Company
employed many of the experienced French Canadian traders already working in the area,
including Michel Cadotte at La Pointe. Canadian traders, however, competed with the
American Fur Company on the south shore of Lake Superior by employing American
citizens. In this capacity the brothers Lyman and Truman Warren began working in the
Lake Superior region in 1818. Within a few years the Warrens switched to working for
the American Fur Company and married two of Michel Cadotte’s daughters. The
Warrens prospered in the fur trade, and in 1823 Cadotte sold them his trading business.
When Truman Warren died in 1825, Lyman Warren was left with the responsibility for
all of the La Pointe trade.

The 1830s was a decade of many changes at La Pointe. In 1831 Reverend
Sherman Hall arrived on Madeline Island to establish a Protestant mission, bringing a
different version of Christianity than was practiced by the French Catholic traders. In
1834 Astor sold the American Fur Company, in part because of the declining number of
fur-bearing animals. Ramsay Crooks was head of the group that purchased the American
Fur Company’s Northern Department, which continued to operate under the American
Fur Company name. Crooks initiated a fishing operation on Lake Superior and moved
the company’s inland headquarters to La Pointe from Mackinac Island. The old La
Pointe trading post had long been inadequate, and early in 1835 the company began
building a new trading post on the west side of the island. In July of that year Father
Frederic Baraga arrived on Madeline Island to establish a Catholic mission; his followers
quickly outnumbered those of the Protestants. Meanwhile, the fur trade dwindled while
the fishing trade grew rapidly. The population of La Pointe increased as fishermen and
coopers came to the island. Crooks found evidence of mismanagement of the company’s
business at La Pointe, and in 1838 he fired Lyman Warren, replacing him with Charles
Borup. While these changes were taking place at La Pointe, Ojibwe people signed the
1837 Pine Tree Treaty with the U.S. government, ceding approximately eleven million
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acres of land in north central Wisconsin and eastern Minnesota. The cession did not
include Ojibwe lands bordering Lake Superior—not yet. Annuity payments due under
this treaty were made at La Pointe beginning in 1838, adding to the hustle and bustle of
life in the village.

The Lake Superior fisheries continued to produce prolifically. In 1839 Charles
Borup wrote to Ramsay Crooks about plans for a new fishing outpost in the Apostle
Islands, enclosing a map with all of the islands named and numbered (figure 2). Several
of the islands, including Madeline, Outer, Ironwood, Manitou, Oak, Otter, Bear, and
Raspberry, bear their modern names. But the company was finding it difficult to market
the fish in a depressed economy, and in 1841 it ended its commercial fishing operation.
The fur trade was not faring well either, however, and the company’s debts continued to
mount. In September 1842 the American Fur Company went into receivership. While
the company was struggling, both the Catholic and Protestant missions on Madeline
Island were expanding. Then in 1842 came the Copper Treaty, whereby the Ojibwe
ceded their lands along the southwestern shore of Lake Superior. The world in which the
fur trade flourished was fast disappearing. La Pointe County was organized in 1845 with
the village of La Pointe as the county seat. Wisconsin became a state in 1848. Although
the American Fur Company was able to pay off much of its debt after its failure in 1842,
the company ceased operations in 1847.

Villages and Settlement

In 1850 La Pointe was the only port in the western portion of Lake Superior. The
1850 federal census counted a population of 463 in the village of La Pointe—seventy-
eight families living in sixty-seven dwellings. The names were predominantly French,
including forty individuals with the surname Cadotte. Though the federal census
identified the race of all but four individuals as white, other sources show that a large
majority of them were métis of mixed French Canadian and Ojibwe ancestry. The census
labeled four individuals as “civilized Indians” living in white households; other Indians
were not counted. Of 130 men who gave occupations, the most numerous—73—were
voyageurs. Other occupations were laborer (21), trader, carpenter, fisherman, clerk,
cooper, blacksmith, shoemaker, sawyer, grocer, mail carrier, merchant, teacher, and
clergy. The census taker described La Pointe County as thinly settled—fewer than 30
people lived outside the village—and inhabited primarily by individuals who spoke
French or Ojibwe. Nevertheless, the village of La Pointe had two churches, a school, and
a courthouse—all signs of settlement.”

The 1850s was a pivotal decade, when the social dynamic of the Chequamegon
region shifted from frontier to settlement. In 1852 U.S. General Land Office surveyors

% Larson, Chequamegon Bay, 61, 64, 66; Kathleen Grace, transcriber, and Maggie Stewart, editor, “1850
Federal Census LaPointe County, Wisconsin,” USGenWeb Archives,
http://www.rootsweb.com/~cenfiles/wi/lapointe/1850/pglb.txt; Nute, Lake Superior, 271; Ronald N. Satz,
Chippewa Treaty Rights: The Reserved Rights of Wisconsin’s Chippewa Indians in Historical Perspective,
Transactions 79 no. 1 (Madison: Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters, 1991), 55; Hamilton
Nelson Ross, La Pointe: Village Outpost on Madeline Island (1960; reprint, Madison: State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, 2000), 80—82.
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Figure 2. American Fur Company map of the Apostle Islands, 1839. Courtesy of
Minnesota Historical Society, American Fur Company Papers, 1808—1849, box 1.
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arrived in the Chequamegon region to survey and divide ceded Ojibwe lands into
townships and sections, a prerequisite for federal sale of these lands. In the same year
Congress authorized the construction of a canal and locks to bypass the rapids at Sault
Ste. Marie. The land office survey provided the means and the authorization of the Sault
canal provided the motivation for a flurry of town founding and land speculation on the
western end of Lake Superior. In 1853 a group of investors platted the town site of
Superior, Wisconsin, at the head of Lake Superior. The following year the town of
Oneota was incorporated, the first of several towns that would join together to become
the city of Duluth. Investors envisioned these towns linked to St. Paul by railroad and
growing to become leading Great Lakes shipping ports.”

The men who founded Ashland similarly envisioned a city that would be a major
port and railroad terminus. In July 1854 Asaph Whittlesey and George Kilborn came
from Ohio and built a cabin at the head of Chequamegon Bay. Martin Beaser from
Ontonagon soon joined them, and the three entered into a partnership to plat the town of
Ashland. When a post office was established in 1855, the name Ashland had been taken
by another Wisconsin town, so the settlement was called Whittlesey until 1860, when the
name was officially changed to Ashland. Meanwhile, a second partnership consisting of
Frederick Prentice of Toledo, David S. Lusk of New York, George R. Stuntz of Superior,
and Captain John Daniel Angus of La Pointe established the town site of Bay City about
a mile to the east of Whittlesey. Early in 1855 they were joined by Edwin Ellis,
representing a group of St. Paul capitalists, who was instrumental in organizing and
developing Bay City. By August 1857 Whittlesey and Bay City had two stores and thirty
dwellings between them, and Ellis was building a hotel and steam saw mill.”’

In 1856 Minnesota politician Henry M. Rice and four Washington, D.C., bankers
formed the Bayfield Land Company and established the town site of Bayfield on the
Bayfield Peninsula. One of the founders of Superior, Rice presumably saw Bayfield as
another good candidate for a thriving port city. Bayfield grew more quickly than
Whittlesey and Bay City—in April 1857 the new Bayfield Mercury reported the
population of the town at nearly six hundred. Even with a sizable reduction for
hyperbole, Bayfield was clearly much bigger than Whittlesey-Bay City. Speculators also
bought land in the Apostle Islands. Julius Austrian, a merchant who came to La Pointe in
1844, purchased thousands of acres on Madeline Island, including the land where the
village of La Pointe was located. A group of investors headed by Kentucky
Congressman John C. Breckenridge purchased land on Basswood Island.”®

The population of La Pointe declined as people left for new settlements on the
mainland. In addition, La Pointe lost most of its Ojibwe population when the Treaty of

6 Arnold R. Alanen, “Early Agriculture within the Boundaries of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore:
An Overview of Bear, Ironwood, Michigan, Oak, Otter, Raspberry, Rocky, South Twin and Stockton
Islands and the Mainland Unit,” (report prepared for Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, Bayfield, W1,
1985), 2, 6-7; Bill Beck and C. Patrick Labadie, Pride of the Inland Seas: An Illustrated History of the Port
of Duluth-Superior (Afton, MN: Afton Historical Society Press, 2004), 25, 33—43, 52; Larson,
Chequamegon Bay, 92—100.

*7 Larson, Chequamegon Bay, 112-21, 127-32.

* Ibid., 50, 69, 133-37.
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1854 established the Bad River and Red Cliff reservations. At the time of the treaty,
Ojibwe constituted one-third of the population of the village of La Pointe, even though
they were not counted in the federal census. Only a few stayed after the reservations
were established. La Pointe’s remaining inhabitants supported themselves by trapping in
the winter, growing potatoes in the summer, and fishing—the type of multiple work
strategy that would be characteristic of island living until the mid-twentieth century. La
Pointe was isolated during the winter; the arrival of the first steamboat in the spring was a
major event. When the ice froze solid, people could walk to the settlements on the
mainland, but during fall freeze up and spring break up the isolation was complete. Two
men lived on other islands during this time period. In the 1840s a cooper named William
Wilson moved from La Pointe to the island that was thereafter called Wilson’s or Hermit
Island. In 1855 trader Benjamin Armstrong moved with his family to Oak Island, where
he built a home and opened a trading post.29

The opening of the Sault canal in 1855 brought a pronounced increase in traffic
on Lake Superior. Ships carried settlers and supplies to the communities at the west end
of the lake and began carrying exports—mostly barrels of fish—back east. Steamboats
offered tours of Lake Superior, and hotels and boardinghouses opened in La Pointe and
Bayfield, catering to tourists as well as settlers, investors, and surveyors involved in town
building. In 1857 the first Apostle Islands lighthouse was placed in service on Michigan
Island. The U.S. Lighthouse Board had intended this lighthouse to be built on Long
Island, to guide ships into the harbor at La Pointe, but a local official changed the
location of the lighthouse to Michigan Island. When the Lighthouse Board learned that
the lighthouse was on Michigan Island, they required the contractors to build another one
on Long Island. The La Pointe lighthouse on Long Island was placed in service in 1858,
and the Michigan Island lighthouse was shut down. By that time, many ships were
traveling from Duluth or Superior to Bayfield, approaching the Apostle Islands from the
west. To guide these ships, the federal government purchased Raspberry Island for a
lighthouse, which was placed in service in 1863.

The Panic of 1857 brought an abrupt halt to the growth of Superior, Duluth,
Whittlesey, Bay City, and Bayfield. In 1860 the federal census counted a total of 67
people in Ashland (Whittlesey was renamed Ashland that year) and Bay City, with
ninety-three vacant dwellings in the two towns. The panic added to the population
decline in La Pointe, where the census counted 319 people in 1860. Bayfield lost people
also—the 1860 census counted thirty-eight vacant dwellings, 31 percent of the total. But
with a population of 353, Bayfield was the leading port in the Chequamegon region. In
1859 Bayfield’s leaders managed to have the county seat of La Pointe County moved
from La Pointe to Bayfield. In response, people in La Pointe, Whittlesey, and Bay City
successfully petitioned for the creation of Ashland County out of roughly two-thirds of
La Pointe County.” The Civil War boosted the national economy, but it siphoned more
people away from the Chequamegon region. By 1863 Bay City was completely deserted.
One family lived in Ashland, and they were only there in the summer. Some 250 people

*Ibid., 50-53; Ross, La Pointe, 115-18.
%% In 1866 a portion of Ashland County was annexed to La Pointe County to create Bayfield County.
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lived in Bayfield in 1865, supporting themselves by fishing, logging, and catering to
tourists. All of these activities were conducted on a small scale.”!

The Late Nineteenth Century

When the Civil War ended, people began to migrate to the Chequamegon region.
The Homestead Act of 1862 drew some people, but opportunities in logging, fishing, and
quarrying proved to be greater enticements than farming. By 1869 there were four
sawmills operating on the Bayfield Peninsula, including that of Robinson D. Pike in
Bayfield. In 1870 the Boutin family moved their fishing business to Bayfield, complete
with equipment, boats, and perhaps as many as one hundred fishermen and their families.
In the same year, Strong, French and Company opened the first sandstone quarry in the
Chequamegon region on Basswood Island, with a contract to supply stone for the new
Milwaukee County Courthouse. Bayfield was poised for growth based on the
exploitation of the region’s natural resources of lumber, fish, and sandstone, much of
which was obtained on or around the Apostle Islands.

The relatively early development of the lumber, fishing, and sandstone industries
in the remote Chequamegon region was possible because these commodities could be
transported to market on lake vessels before railroads reached the area. As the number of
ships traveling to Bayfield from the east increased, the Michigan Island lighthouse was
reactivated to guide them. Even more lake traffic passed north of the Apostle Islands,
traveling to and from Duluth and Superior, and the demand grew for lights to guide ships
around rather than through the islands. Lighthouses were placed in service on Outer
Island in 1874 and on Sand Island in 1881. By that time a railroad line had been
completed to Ashland, transforming the pattern of growth in the Chequamegon region.
Ashland was virtually nonexistent when the Wisconsin Central Railroad announced in
1871 that the town would be its Chequamegon Bay terminus. As hundreds of workers
arrived to build the railroad, Ashland became the proverbial boom town. Early in 1872
Ashland and Bay City were consolidated as the village of Ashland, and in July of that
year the Ashland Weekly Press (recently moved to Ashland from Bayfield) estimated that
there were seven hundred people in the village. Growth was erratic, however, as the
construction of the railroad was plagued by delays due to financial and technical
difficulties. In addition to such setbacks as the Panic of 1873, the difficult terrain on the
thirty miles of railroad line between Ashland and the Penokee Gap required the
construction of sixty-one bridges.*?

The building of Ashland and the building of the railroad provided new markets
for lumber, fish, and sandstone; in addition lake vessels carried these commodities to
Duluth, Chicago, Buffalo and other Great Lakes ports. The abundance of hemlock, pine,
cedar, and hardwoods in the Apostle Islands, combined with the ease and economy of
water transportation, created a diverse logging industry that supplied several niche
markets. Most logging at this time took place on Oak and Basswood islands, relatively

31 Larson, Chequamegon Bay, 52, 112, 114, 135, 137, 152, 186. The 1865 Wisconsin state census counted
269 people in La Pointe County, most of whom would have lived in Bayfield.
%2 Larson, Chequamegon Bay, 186-94, 205.
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close to the mainland. Fishing became a major industry with the arrival of the Boutin
family, the first large fish dealers in the Chequamegon region. Fishermen either worked
for or sold their catch to the Boutins or one of the smaller dealers, who took care of
processing, packing, shipping, and marketing. In the spring and summer fishermen
generally worked from island fish camps, and dealers sent collecting boats to the camps
to pick up fish and deliver supplies. This pattern of organization would prevail in the
Apostle Islands fishing industry until the mid-twentieth century. Quarrying generated
considerable excitement, but the development of the sandstone industry was not as steady
as that of the lumber or fishing industries. From 1870 to 1872 the Basswood Island
quarry flourished, but production diminished in 1873, and the quarry closed following the
nationwide financial collapse in September. On Stockton Island, a quarry operated for
several months in 1871.

Travel between the towns, light stations, logging camps, and quarry camps of the
Apostle Islands and Chequamegon Bay was mainly by water. There was no choice, of
course, for travel to the islands, but people also preferred to travel by boat between
Ashland and Bayfield in lieu of a slow and bumpy wagon ride. Small sailboats known as
Mackinaw boats were the most common local watercraft, and they provided
transportation service until steam-powered tugboats arrived in the 1870s. Steam tugs
were faster, more reliable, and more powerful than sailboats, able to tow a barge of
sandstone or a raft of logs as well as carry passengers. The first steam tug on
Chequamegon Bay, the Minnie V., arrived in 1870 and logged five thousand miles during
her first season, carrying passengers and hauling freight, even taking pleasure excursions.
Within a few years there were several steam tugs operating on the bay, providing regular
ferry and freight service between Bayfield and Ashland and somewhat less regular
service to La Pointe. Winter transportation across the ice was by dogsled or on foot;
heavier loads were transported on sleighs pulled by teams of horses or oxen.

When the Wisconsin Central Railroad was completed to Ashland in 1877, it
accelerated all aspects of growth and development in the Chequamegon region. In 1883
the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railroad was completed to Bayfield, but
instead of locating its terminal in Bayfield as anticipated, the railroad company
established the town of Washburn and built its terminal there. Within a few years
Washburn had a grain elevator, coal dock, merchandise dock, and three sawmills, and it
quickly outstripped Bayfield in population and commerce. In 1884 and 1885 two more
railroad lines were completed to Ashland, and in the latter year Ashland began shipping
iron ore from the Gogebic Range. By then there were five sawmills operating in
Ashland, which rivaled Duluth-Superior as the leading port on Lake Superior. Although
bulk cargoes such as lumber and sandstone were more economically shipped by water
than by rail, the railroads expanded the market for these commodities by making it
possible to ship directly to locations away from the Great Lakes. Freight could be
shipped by rail in the winter when navigation was closed, and perishable foods such as
fresh fish and strawberries could be shipped in the summer. Tourists could reach
Bayfield or Ashland more quickly and cheaply by railroad than by lake steamer.
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Bayfield was already the leading fishing port on Lake Superior when A. Booth
and Sons of Chicago—the largest fish dealer on the Great Lakes—expanded its
operations to Bayfield in 1885. Booth, the Boutins, and other dealers used steam tugs for
collecting and fishing, which increased productivity. Joseph LeBel established a
substantial fishery on Long Island, and on Sand Island Frank Shaw developed his fish
camp into a successful fishing business, farm, and summer home. Logging focused on
the large-scale logging of white pine, as big lumber companies moved in from the east.
Although the largest logging operations were on the mainland, pine and other woods
were cut on Madeline, Stockton, Basswood, Sand, and Outer islands, at least. The 1882
reopening of the sandstone quarry on Basswood Island marked the start of the heyday of
sandstone quarrying in the Chequamegon region. Four quarries were opened on the
mainland between 1883 and 1886, when John and William Knight opened a new quarry
on Stockton Island. In 1888 Frederick Prentice opened a mainland quarry at Houghton
Point, and within a few years the Prentice Brownstone Company quarry was the largest in
the Chequamegon region. The 1880s were also the heyday for big resort hotels in
Ashland and Bayfield. The Wisconsin Central Railroad built the Hotel Chequamegon in
Ashland in 1877, and the Island View Hotel opened in Bayfield in 1883. Camp Stella on
Sand Island was the first resort in the Apostle Islands. Opened by newspaper publisher
Samuel Fifield in 1886, Camp Stella offered rustic accommodations where guests could
escape hay fever and experience nature.

The 1890s brought significant changes to the Apostle Islands. The fishing
industry endured a crisis when the whitefish population crashed as the result of
overfishing and habitat pollution. Fishermen shifted their focus to lake trout and herring,
and the November herring run became a community event, when much of Bayfield
turned out to pick, dress, and pack herring. On Sand Island the cluster of fish camps
began to develop into a permanent community. Norwegian fishermen built homes and
established farms to feed their families and supplement their fishing income, and Frank
Shaw and his family began to live on the island year round. The sandstone industry was
strong when the decade began. On Basswood Island two quarries operated in 1890, but
one barely made it through the season, and the other largely shut down after the Panic of
1893. The Stockton Island quarry operated until 1897. In 1891 Frederick Prentice
expanded his Houghton Point quarry operation to Hermit Island, where he also built a
summer home called Cedar Bark Cottage. By 1897 both of Prentice’s quarries had
closed. By 1900 quarrying was over in the Apostle Islands, the victim of new
construction techniques and changing architectural fashions. But the reddish brown
sandstone can still be seen in buildings throughout the Midwest, and in Bayfield,
Washburn, and Ashland the abundance of local sandstone gives the architecture of these
places its distinctive character.

The logging industry continued on its course of cutting as much white pine as
technologically possible and economically feasible, which was nearly all of it. In 1892
R. D. Pike began logging Oak Island for pine, continuing for the next ten years. Others
cut pine on Stockton, Bear, Michigan, Outer, and Basswood islands. Island logging
operations produced millions of feet of pine logs, and mainland logging operations
produced even more. In 1892 sawmills in Ashland and Bayfield counties cut a total of
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285,500,000 feet of lumber. The 1890s saw Madeline Island begin to assume its place as
one of Lake Superior’s most exclusive resorts. The first summer cottages were built at
La Pointe in 1894, and the Old Mission Inn opened in 1897. There were also new
lighthouses on the islands. A temporary light was activated on Devils Island in 1891 and
a permanent light placed in service in 1901. On Long Island, two new light towers were
placed in service in 1897, and the 1858 lighthouse was remodeled as a duplex dwelling
for the keeper and assistants.

The business leaders of Ashland and Bayfield achieved success by investing in
multiple business ventures and exploiting a variety of resources. Merchants became fish
dealers, fish dealers established logging operations, lumbermen opened quarries, and
quarrymen cut timber. These same men occupied elected and appointed government
offices. William Knight was perhaps the outstanding example of what an ambitious
Chequamegon man could accomplish. Knight arrived in Bayfield in 1869, and over the
next thirty years his business enterprises included a mercantile business; the Oak Island
wood yard; pine logging; a sawmill north of Bayfield; the Stockton Island quarry; and the
Island House hotel and Lumberman’s Bank, both in Bayfield. He also served as justice
of the peace, town chairman, county clerk, county supervisor, and county treasurer.™
Workingmen also took multiple jobs, but for them it was a matter of necessity, not
opportunity. Fishing, logging, or farming alone was not enough to make a good living
and support a family, and those who lived on the islands faced additional constraints.
Most of the men who lived on Madeline Island worked winters in logging camps.
Homesteaders on the islands worked part of the year away from their homesteads—often
fishing or logging—in order to earn income. Lighthouse keepers supplemented their pay
with other work, frequently fishing, which they could do close to their stations. Virtually
everyone who lived on the islands planted kitchen gardens and kept some livestock.
Whatever food they did not produce or catch had to be transported by boat, a costly
proposition that required careful advance planning. By the 1890s ferry boats made daily
stops at La Pointe, and fish collecting boats visited many of the other islands a few times
a week. In the winter island residents were not dependent on boats, but crossing on the
ice was dangerous, and accidents were common. When the ice was unstable, island
residents were isolated, not only from food and supplies but also from medical care.

In 1900 the communities of Chequamegon Bay presented a very different aspect
than they did in 1860. Madeline Island was home to nearly three hundred people who
supported themselves mainly by logging, fishing, and farming. Although the island’s
population was slightly smaller in 1900 than in 1860, it represented an increase since
1870 when the federal census counted just over two hundred people. People moved to
Madeline Island when logging on the island increased toward the end of the nineteenth
century. Ashland, with a population of about thirteen thousand, was one of the leading
ports on Lake Superior, second to Duluth-Superior. With four railroad lines, three ore
docks, and as many as nine sawmills, Ashland was a bustling transportation hub and
lumber town.>* The economy of Washburn was also based on shipping and lumber, and

33 Larson, Chequamegon Bay, 182.
** At the peak of Ashland lumbering in the 1890s the city had nine sawmills, but frequent fires resulted in
equally frequent changes in the number of mills in operation.
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in 1892 the Bayfield county seat was moved there from Bayfield. In 1900 the population
of Washburn approached seven thousand. Although Bayfield had only Pike’s sawmill—
compared to Washburn’s four mills and Ashland’s nine—the lumber industry was one of
two supports of the village economy. The second was fishing, which connected Bayfield
closely to the Apostle Islands. The village population was about twenty-two hundred.
Official population counts for the Indian reservations in 1900 were 226 for Red Cliff and
714 for Bad River, but not all who were counted actually lived on the reservations.
Lumber sales were the primary source of income for the Ojibwe, as logging on the
reservations approached its peak. In addition to the overall population increase in the
Chequamegon region, the mix of ethnicities and nationalities had changed significantly
since 1860, when métis, French Canadians, and Ojibwe still predominated. The influx of
settlers that began in the 1850s came primarily from the eastern U.S., the Great Lakes
states, and Canada. Toward the end of the nineteenth century a larger proportion of
European immigrants came to the region. In 1900 the largest immigrant group in
Ashland County was the Germans, followed by Swedes, British Canadians, Norwegians,
and French Canadians. In Bayfield County the largest immigrant group was the
Norwegians, followed by Swedes, French Canadians, British Canadians, and Germans.>’

The Early Twentieth Century

By the early 1900s the fishing industry had recovered from the collapse of the
whitefish population by shifting to lake trout and herring and increasing the scale and
efficiency of fishing operations. Gasoline engines gave smaller fishing boats the
advantages of steam tugs, but unlike steam tugs they were affordable to the average
fisherman. The commercial catch was better in some years than others, but the overall
trend was upward. More than one hundred independent fishermen operated out of
Bayfield along with three to four fish companies. Meanwhile, the lumber industry was
undergoing a similar transformation, as pine was depleted in the early years of the
twentieth century. The giant lumber companies in Washburn and Ashland shut down
their sawmills and moved to the southern and western states. The companies that
remained turned to logging the hardwood, hemlock, and cedar that was abundant on the
Bayfield Peninsula and in the Apostle Islands. The John Schroeder Lumber Company of
Milwaukee became the largest lumber company in the Chequamegon region, with a
sawmill in Ashland and extensive holdings of timberlands that had been stripped of pine.
Schroeder’s first major logging operation in the islands was on Stockton Island, where in
the winter of 1914—15 three hundred men cut approximately ten million board feet of

% Michael J. Goc, ed., On the Rock: The History of Madeline Island Told Through Its Families (Friendship,
WI: New Past Press and Madeline Island Historical Preservation Association, 1997), 19, 23; Ross, La
Pointe, 127; Wisconsin Blue Book, 1917 (Madison: Democrat Printing Company, 1917); “Washburn
Through the Years,” City of Washburn, http://www.cityofwashburn.org/History.htm; Report of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the Year 1900 (Washington: Government Printing Office), 407; Larson,
Chequamegon Bay, 61, 63, 122-23, 141-42, 171-72, 17677, 210-11; Arnold R. Alanen, with Patricia
Filzen, Dean Proctor, and Ronda Dallman, “Historical Information and Background Data for the Northern
Great Lakes Region,” in A Proposed Visitor Center for the Northern Great Lakes Region: Supporting
Documents (Madison: University of Wisconsin-Extension, Co-operative Extension, 1989), 9-12; “Statistics
of the Population of the United States at the Tenth Census (June 1, 1880), Table XIV—native and foreign
born population, by counties, Wisconsin State Archives.
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logs, the largest logging operation in the islands up to that time. Subsequently Schroeder
logged Oak Island and Michigan Island, where the company built the first logging
railroad in the islands. A number of smaller logging operators also worked in the islands
during this period.

As the tempo of hardwood and hemlock logging increased, so did the expanses of
forest that were reduced to stumps. The campaign to farm these cutover lands was waged
by lumber companies, land companies, government agencies, and community boosters.
William Knight led the local campaign to farm the cutover, planting more than 120 acres
of fruit trees on the Bayfield Peninsula. Other lumbermen followed his precedent,
including Elisha Brigham on Basswood Island. The campaign to farm the cutover gave
rise to several speculative schemes to develop farms in the Apostle Islands. Only the
Lake Superior Land & Development Company achieved even minor results—selling a
ten acre tract on Hermit Island to a Minneapolis family who established a short-lived
farm on the island. Attempting to combine farm and resort development, the company
renovated Frederick Prentice’s Cedar Bark Cottage and operated it as a resort hotel for
several seasons.

The most extensive farm and resort development in the Apostle Islands was on
Madeline Island. When the twentieth century began there was intensive logging on the
island, especially on the north end. But logging declined rapidly and the population
along with it—from just under three hundred in 1900, the island’s population was
reduced to just under two hundred in 1910.*® Some of the lumbermen stayed, however,
and established productive farms on their cutover lands. Fishermen-farmers made up a
large segment of Madeline Island’s population. The summer population grew as more
people built summer homes on the island, and summer residents purchased produce,
meat, and dairy products from island farmers. The large number of summer travelers to
Madeline Island led to the establishment of motorboat ferry service between Bayfield and
La Pointe, which helped to keep the island community viable.

The community that developed on Sand Island in the early twentieth century had
much in common with the community on Madeline Island. On both islands the economy
was based on fishing and farming with an important assist from tourism. At its peak in
the 1910s, the year-round population of the island numbered about seventy people, most
of them living at East Bay. The one room school built on the island in 1910 was key to
enabling families to live there year round. In the years that followed, the Sand Island
community acquired a post office, a cooperative store, and—briefly—telephone service
to the mainland. The summer community grew also. Although Camp Stella closed after
Sam Fifield died in 19135, it was a catalyst for summer homes on the island, including the
Campbell home near Shaw Point, the West Bay Club, and a small enclave of summer
homes at East Bay.

By the 1920s the hemlock, hardwood, and cedar resources of the Chequamegon
region were greatly diminished, and the decline of the lumber industry was depressing the
local economy. When the former Pike lumber mill in Bayfield closed in 1924 after more

3% Goc, On the Rock, 23, 27.
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than fifty years of operation, the only large lumber mill left operating in the region was
the Schroeder mill in Ashland. Although Schroeder ceased logging on Stockton Island in
1920, it continued on Michigan Island until 1923 and on Oak Island until 1929. When
Schroeder finished on Michigan Island, the company dismantled the logging railroad and
moved it to Outer Island, where it began logging in 1924. There were a few smaller
logging operations in the islands during this time, notably on Manitou, Otter, and Rocky
islands. The decline of farming was not as pronounced as the decline of logging, but a
nationwide agricultural depression reduced prices for farm products and exposed the
marginal nature of cutover farms. On Basswood Island, Elisha Brigham’s family stopped
farming after Brigham died. On Sand Island, most of the younger generation moved
away when they became adults, not just because farming was difficult, but because the
entire way of life was difficult. The school on Sand Island closed in 1928.

On Madeline Island about half of the population lived on farms, but the farm
economy—Ilike the entire island economy—was becoming more oriented toward summer
residents and tourism. Lavish and expensive homes were built on Nebraska Row, which
made national news in 1928 when President Calvin Coolidge visited there. Tourism was
growing nationwide, and Bayfield’s business and civic leaders tried to tap into the
growing tourism industry to replace the declining lumber industry. Their most ambitious
effort was the Apostle Islands Indian Pageant in 1924 and 1925, which generated
publicity but not much money. Fishing played a larger role in the local economy than
tourism, gaining importance as logging declined. Most fishermen still worked from
island fish camps in the summer; two of the more popular islands for fish camps were
Stockton and South Twin. But motorized fishing boats made fishing from the mainland
more feasible, and the Hokenson brothers chose this alternative when they built a fishery
at Little Sand Bay. Telephone communication and truck shipping affected the local
fishing industry as well, making it possible for fishermen to sell their fish without going
through a dealer. The beginning of trucking had no impact on the continued growth of
Lake Superior shipping, however, as freighters transported massive quantities of iron ore
and grain. In 1921 an automatic acetylene gas burner was installed at the Sand Island
light, making it the first automated lighthouse in the Apostle Islands. A few years later
the Sand Island lighthouse was leased to summer resident Gert Wellisch. An automatic
acetylene light was also used for the long-awaited Gull Island light that was erected in
1929. At the same time a new light tower was erected on Michigan Island, nearly twice
the height of the old Michigan tower. The Gull and Michigan Island lights together
helped ships to navigate around the dangerous Gull Island shoals.

The Great Depression of the 1930s reinforced some trends and altered others. It
hastened the decline of logging, slowed the growth of tourism, and sent people back to
the land—and water—to grow and catch their own food. Schroeder’s Outer Island
logging operation ended in 1930, leaving marketable timber still standing, and
Schroeder’s Ashland sawmill closed in 1939. After logging ceased on Rocky Island in
1931, it appears that the only commercial logging in the islands during the decade was a
small operation on Bear Island. The Depression also shook up the commercial fishing
industry. The Boutin Fish Company went out of business after more than sixty years as a
leader in the local fishing industry. The fishing, however, was better than ever, and
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whitefish again accounted for a significant portion of the commercial catch. Herman
Johnson Jr., a second generation Sand Island fisherman, left Sand Island and established a
fishery not far from the Hokensons at Little Sand Bay. A group of fishermen on South
Twin Island moved their fish camps to Rocky Island after fellow fisherman Lenus
Jacobson purchased South Twin and established new policies. The Manitou Island fish
camp was heavily used for winter ice fishing, which enabled men who could not afford a
fishing boat to earn some income, or at least catch dinner.

The back to the land movement of the Depression years brought some new farms
to the Chequamegon region, but they were marginal in terms of productivity. The idea
that farming was the best use for cutover lands was discredited, and government policy
encouraged reforestation instead. The new forests were managed primarily for timber
harvesting, but recreation was an important secondary use. Hunters were already coming
to the islands to hunt the deer that flourished in the second growth hardwood forests.
Trolling for lake trout grew into an important business for the two dozen or so charter
boat owners operating out of Bayfield. On South Twin Island, Lenus Jacobson opened
Trollers Home, renting the cabins that had been abandoned by the fishermen who moved
to Rocky Island. During the hard times of the 1930s the business leaders of Bayfield and
Ashland increased their efforts to develop the tourism industry. Their most ambitious
idea was an Apostle Islands National Park that would bring thousands of people annually
to the Chequamegon region. The park that they envisioned included part of Madeline
Island and perhaps some of the smaller islands. In 1930 Congress authorized the
investigation of a national park in the Apostle Islands, and the National Park Service sent
landscape architect Harlan Kelsey to evaluate the national park potential of the islands.
Horrified by the effects of logging and forest fires, Kelsey recommended against a
national park in the islands. In 1936 the National Park Service ended its investigation of
an Apostle Islands National Park.

World War II and After

The World War II and postwar years brought growth to the Apostle Islands in a
number of ways. The Lullabye Furniture Company of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, began
logging on Outer Island in 1942, when wartime demands created a favorable market for
plywood veneer. After the war, Lullabye and others cut hardwoods for veneer and
hemlock and spruce for papermaking. The 1940s were the golden years for the Lake
Superior fishing industry, when the commercial catch reached its all time high. In 1946
the Bayfield County Press reported that 250 men were employed year round in the local
fishing industry, which generated as much as half a million dollars in annual revenue.
Tourism came back stronger than ever when the war ended, with an especially strong
market for outdoor recreation. Lenus Jacobson sold South Twin Island and Trollers
Home to Carl Moe and George Englund, who added a restaurant and opened Trollers
Home Resort in 1946. In the same year Laurie and Grace Nourse opened the Rocky
Island Air Haven with a restaurant and rental cabins. These and other island hunting and
fishing camps catered to trollers and deer hunters. More summer homes were built on
Madeline Island. At Little Sand Bay, Herman Johnson opened a tavern and general store
at his fishery and built several housekeeping cabins for tourists.
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Farming, however, declined in the 1940s, a nationwide trend that was more
pronounced within the cutover. On Sand and Madeline islands—the only Apostle Islands
where there still were farms in 1940—the decline of farming was correlated with
population decline. In 1944 the last three families living year round on Sand Island
moved to Bayfield for the winter. After that the island was occupied only in summer, by
fishermen and vacationers. On Madeline Island the year-round population decreased by
50 between 1940 and 1950, from 236 to 186. The number of farms on the island
decreased from thirty-two in 1935 to twelve in 1950.%" In all, the 1940s brought
economic growth to the Apostle Islands, especially for commercial fishing and tourism,
which emerged as the twin supports of the island economy. But for year-round island
communities, the 1940s brought decline, and on Sand Island the end of a way of life.

Economic hardship returned in the 1950s, when Lake Superior’s commercial
fishing industry collapsed. The primary cause of the collapse was the parasitic sea
lamprey, which preyed on lake trout and whitefish. Between 1950 and 1960 the annual
lake trout catch for Lake Superior dropped by about 90 percent, and the whitefish catch
dropped by more than 50 percent. The herring catch also declined in the 1950s. More
and more commercial fishermen retired or found other work. Booth Fisheries, the last of
the dealers to send a collecting boat around to island fish camps, stopped in 1958.
Logging in the Apostle Islands expanded during the 1950s, but not enough to compensate
for the collapse of the fishing industry. Postwar logging was smaller in scale than during
the early twentieth century. The Lullabye Furniture Company, which ran the largest
logging operation in the islands, cut four million feet of timber on Outer Island in its
record 1955-56 season. By comparison, ten million feet of timber a year was not unusual
for Schroeder in the 1910s and 1920s.

The development of the tourism industry became critical after the commercial
fishing industry collapsed. Except for the trolling business, hurt by the decline of the
lake trout population, tourism was thriving. Madeline Island had the largest summer
resort community in the islands, and it was growing. The Madeline Island Historical
Museum, opened in 1958, helped to preserve and interpret the island’s rich history. Sand
Island was home to a smaller summer population, most of them descendants of the people
who summered or lived on the island in the early 1900s. South Twin Island became a
private vacation retreat, as did the Michigan and Raspberry Island light stations, which
had both been automated in the 1940s. Rocky Island Air Haven prospered, serving fish
dinners to tourists on boat excursions and accommodating deer hunters in the fall. The
boom in outdoor recreation appeared to many to be the key to alleviating economic
depression in the Chequamegon region. In addition, recreation advocates looked to
northern Wisconsin, including the Apostle Islands, to alleviate the shortage of public
parks and forests with recreational facilities. The forests of the Apostle Islands had
regenerated to the point where conservationists valued them as wilderness. In 1959 the
Wisconsin Conservation Commission created Apostle Islands State Forest, a wilderness
area on Stockton, Oak, and Basswood islands. Only Stockton Island was acquired by the
state, however. Officials of Ashland County, which owned all of Oak and much of

37 Goc, On the Rock, 43, 45, 63.
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Basswood Island, did not support an unmanaged wilderness area, advocating instead for a
state park with well-developed recreational facilities to attract tourists.

The economic crisis deepened during the 1960s. Due to sea lamprey control and
lake trout stocking programs, Lake Superior’s lake trout and whitefish populations
recovered to a large degree, but the commercial fishing industry did not. In 1965 there
were twenty fishing boats operating in Bayfield and vicinity, compared to seventy-five to
one hundred boats in the late 1940s. On Rocky and Manitou islands, fish camps were
used primarily for recreation rather than commercial fishing. Lullabye stopped logging
Outer Island, not because the timber was gone but because logging there was no longer
profitable. There were only two other small logging operations in the islands during the
1960s, on Sand and South Twin. As for farming, there was one working farm left on
Madeline Island in 1960. The regional economic depression was reinforced by the
closing of the last iron mine on the Penokee-Gogebic Range and the Ashland ore docks
along with it. Tourism was the only growth industry left in the Chequamegon region, and
the direction that it would take was a matter of controversy. Big Bay State Park was
established on Madeline Island in 1963, with low-impact recreational facilities for
camping, picnicking, hiking, and similar nature-based activities. In contrast, a major new
development of luxury vacation homes with a marina and golf course exemplified private
development for the privileged few.

Into this context, the idea of an Apostle Islands National Lakeshore was
introduced in the early 1960s. The movement to create a national lakeshore grew out of
the same motives as the movement to create a state park in the 1950s—to protect natural
resources, alleviate the shortage of public places for outdoor recreation, and generate
economic development. The catalyst for Apostle Islands National Lakeshore was a
resolution passed by the Bad River Tribal Council on May 10, 1962, requesting the
governor of Wisconsin and the U.S. secretary of the interior to study the feasibility of a
national shoreline recreation area encompassing the Kakagon and Bad River sloughs on
the Bad River Reservation. The federal investigation prompted by the Bad River
resolution quickly broadened to include the Apostle Islands and Bayfield Peninsula.
When Wisconsin governor Gaylord Nelson was elected to the U.S. Senate in November
1962, he worked toward creating Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, and in September
1965 he introduced legislation to create the lakeshore to Congress. As proposed at that
time, the national lakeshore consisted of three units: the Apostle Islands Unit, containing
all of the islands except for Madeline; the Red Cliff Unit extending along the shoreline of
the Bayfield Peninsula, mostly within the Red Cliff Reservation; and the Kakagon-Bad
River Sloughs Unit, consisting of the marshlands and adjacent shoreline on the Bad River
Reservation.

Between 1967 and 1970, multiple Congressional hearings on the proposed
national lakeshore generated nearly one thousand pages of testimony. At the federal level
the political climate was favorable, and national environmental groups supported the
proposal. At the local level responses were mixed. Most business leaders, elected
officials, and residents of the Chequamegon region supported the national lakeshore for
the economic benefits that it would bring. People who owned property within the
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national lakeshore, with a few exceptions, were opposed. Ojibwe support for the national
lakeshore wavered after the proposal was introduced to Congress, largely because of
increasing conflicts between the Ojibwe and state officials over hunting and fishing. By
1969 both the Red Cliff and Bad River tribal councils stood in opposition to the national
lakeshore. When it appeared unlikely that Congress would pass the lakeshore bill in the
face of Ojibwe opposition, Nelson and others engineered a compromise. The Kakagon-
Bad River Sloughs Unit was deleted, the Red Cliff Unit was reduced, and Long Island
was removed. The amended bill moved forward and was signed into law by President
Richard Nixon on September 26, 1970. In the 1980s the inclusion of Long Island in the
national lakeshore was reconsidered, and on October 17, 1986, President Ronald Reagan
signed the bill adding Long Island to Apostle Islands National Lakeshore.
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CHAPTER TWO
NATIVE AMERICANS

Native Americans were present in the Apostle Islands long before the first
Europeans arrived in the seventeenth century. Archaeologists have found evidence of
pre-contact island campsites that native people used for hunting and probably for fishing.
Ojibwe tradition tells of their ancestors’ journey westward from the shore of the great salt
water to Sault Ste. Marie and eventually to Madeline Island, which became their spiritual
center. When French Jesuits established a mission at Chequamegon Bay in the 1660s,
they found native people of several different tribes living by the bay. Many of these
people were Ottawa, Huron, and Petun, refugees from Iroquois attacks, who left
Chequamegon Bay and returned eastward in 1670. By the late seventeenth century the
Ojibwe were the dominant tribe in the Chequamegon region, as they have remained to the
present day. Through much of the eighteenth century Ojibwe lived in a large village on
Madeline Island. Their economy was based on hunting, fishing, gathering, and some
farming. Trade with the French created social and political alliances and supplied the
Ojibwe with trade goods of metal, cloth, and glass. The dynamics of the fur trade and of
Ojibwe and white relationships changed as the British and then the Americans took
power. Through treaties with the U.S. government in 1842 and 1854, the Lake Superior
Ojibwe ceded their lands and then moved to reservations. For the Ojibwe in the
Chequamegon region, the 1854 treaty established the Bad River and Red Cliff
reservations on the mainland and a fishing reserve on Madeline Island. The assimilation
programs of the government and missionaries aimed to destroy traditional Ojibwe culture
and were partially successful in doing so. The reservation system did not allow the
Ojibwe to achieve a decent standard of living, especially when the courts failed to uphold
Ojibwe treaty rights. In the 1930s and beginning again in the 1960s, new government
programs and Ojibwe activism have improved living conditions on the reservations and
helped to support the revitalization of Ojibwe culture.

Before Recorded History

Archaeologists divide human history in eastern North America (including the
Midwest) before the voyages of Columbus into four traditions: Paleo-Indian, Archaic,
Woodland, and Mississippian. Paleo-Indians, the first Americans who appear in the
archaeological record, came from Asia, possibly crossing on foot on a land bridge from
Siberia to Alaska or traveling by boat along the shore of the land bridge and continuing
down the Pacific Coast. Based on the stone tools—including distinctive fluted spear
points—and scattered sites that have been found, Paleo-Indians were hunters and
gatherers who lived in small groups and established short-term campsites. Paleo-Indians
reached the Great Lakes region about 12,000 B.P. Most Paleo-Indian sites in the region
are located in southern Wisconsin, Michigan, and Ontario, usually on remnant beaches of
the postglacial lakes that formed when the glaciers were retreating. The Valders glacier
covered the entire Superior basin with ice; when it retreated about 11,000 B.P., glacial
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Lake Duluth rose to more than four hundred feet above the current level of Lake
Superior. '

The earliest evidence of human occupation in the Chequamegon region comes
from the Old Birch Hill site on Chequamegon Bay, a remnant beach from Lake Duluth,
and may date to 11,000 B.P. Tools at the site are made from a flint-like stone called chert
that originated outside the region, indicating trade or travel to obtain it. Several small
habitation sites that archaeologist Robert Salzer identified in the North Lakes area of
Wisconsin southeast of the Apostle Islands also suggest that Paleo-Indians inhabited the
Chequamegon region. The stone artifacts at these sites include projectile points, scrapers,
knives, and chipping residue. Salzer identified these sites as representing two late phases
of Paleo-Indian occupation that he named the Flambeau and Minoqua phases; he
estimated their dates at ca. 9,000 B.P. and 8,000 to 7,000 B.P., respectively. In the
Apostle Islands, a single, isolated late Paleo-Indian projectile point was found at the P-
Flat site (47AS47) on Manitou Island.? Tt is unlikely, however, that much additional
evidence of Paleo-Indians will be found in the islands. Not only are Paleo-Indian sites
small and uncommon, but lake levels have continued to fluctuate, so that sites once on
shore may now be underwater.’

The Archaic tradition succeeded the Paleo-Indian tradition as people adapted to
the woodland environment that developed in the Great Lakes region when the glaciers
receded farther north and the climate grew warmer. About 7,000 B.P., new varieties of
notched spear points appeared that were suited for hunting woodland animals such as
moose and woodland caribou. Weighted spear throwers and ground—as opposed to
chipped—stone tools such as axes, adzes, and gouges appeared later in the Archaic
tradition. Presumably Archaic people had a variety of implements made of wood, bark,
and basketry that have not survived. Excavated sites suggest that people continued to
live in small groups but had a more diverse diet than their Paleo-Indian predecessors,
consisting of big and small game; fish; and plant foods including seeds, nuts, and berries.
They likely moved their camps in pursuit of seasonal food sources. During the latter part
of the Archaic period, ceremonial burial practices are evident in graves that include tools,
weapons, and ornaments, sometimes in large quantities and made of imported materials
such as shell beads from the Gulf of Mexico and chert from New York State.*

'E. James Dixon, Bones, Boats, and Bison: Archeology and the First Colonization of Western North
America (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999), 19—43, 243-56; Charles E. Cleland, Rites
of Conquest: The History and Culture of Michigan’s Native Americans (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 1992), 13—14; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 81-126; George Irving Quimby, Indian
Culture and European Trade Goods (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1966), 15-16.

2] effrey Richner, memo to author, 1 June 2007.

? Jeffrey J. Richner, “Archeological Investigations at Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, 1979—1980"
(National Park Service, Midwest Archeological Center, Lincoln, NE, 1987), 10-11; Robert J. Salzer and
David F. Overstreet, “Summary Report: Apostle Islands Project, Inventory and Evaluation of Cultural
Resources within the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore—Wisconsin,” (submitted to National Park
Service, Midwest Archeological Center, Lincoln, NE, 1976), 29-33.

4Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 16—18; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 126—199; Quimby, Indian Culture,
16-19.
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Archaic people of the Lake Superior region made an important contribution to the
Archaic tradition by mining copper. Artifacts made from Lake Superior copper are found
at sites throughout eastern North America. On the Keweenaw Peninsula and Isle Royale,
archaeologists have found shallow mine pits where people used stone hammers to mine
veins of copper. Residents of the upper Great Lakes made knives, spear points, axes,
chisels, celts, awls, adzes, fishhooks, harpoons, bracelets, beads, and other artifacts of
hammered copper.5 Copper artifacts are among those found at Archaic sites in the North
Lakes area, where Salzer identified two phases of Archaic occupation. The Squirrel
River phase may have begun about 7,000 B.P. In addition to copper tools, stone artifacts
made of local and exotic stone include notched points, scrapers, drills, gravers, and
wedges. A similar inventory of stone and copper tools represents the Burnt-Rollways
phase, although there seems to have been greater use of local quartz. This phase is
tentatively dated between 4,000 and 3,000 B.P., possibly later. In the Apostle Islands
themselves, only a few artifacts have been attributed to the Archaic tradition. On
Stockton Island, archaeologists found a stemmed projectile point at the Ebob site
(47AS38), and chipped stone debitage, fire-cracked rock, and a worked copper blank
with a cluster of charcoal at site 47AS41/42 at Quarry Bay. The latter yielded a
radiocarbon date of 5,300 to 4,880 B.P. Other island sites that have not been dated might
be associated with the Archaic tradition. Fluctuating lake levels, however, may have
destroyed or inundated shoreline occupations on the islands. Archaic sites appear to be
uncommon in other parts of the Great Lakes region as well.®

The Woodland tradition, distinguished by the manufacture of pottery, began later
in the Lake Superior region than in the southern Great Lakes. Agriculture, another aspect
of the Woodland tradition farther south, did not come to the Lake Superior region along
with pottery. The Laurel culture initiated the Woodland tradition in the Lake Superior
region about 2,100 B.P. The Laurel culture extended across the Lake Superior basin
from Manitoba to the eastern Upper Peninsula of Michigan and persisted for about eight
hundred years. Although archaeologists have identified a number of Laurel sites in the
boreal forest north of Lake Superior, the largest sites are in the richer environment of the
Lake Forest. Laurel sites seem to be most common on the Lake Superior shore, often at
the mouths of streams or on shallow bays where spawning fish could be caught in season.
A distinctive pebble net sinker; thin, hard-walled pottery decorated with rows of
impressions; and extensive use of copper characterize Laurel sites. Habitation sites show
repeated seasonal use, possibly by several related families, and archaeologists have also
associated burial mound groups with the culture.’

5 Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 18—19; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 181-199; Quimby, Indian Culture,
18; James A. Robertson, William A. Lovis, and John R. Halsey, “The Late Archaic: Hunter-Gatherers in an
Uncertain Environment,” in Retrieving Michigan’s Buried Past: The Archaeology of the Great Lakes State,
ed. John R. Halsey (Bloomfield Hills, Mich.: Cranbrook Institute of Science, 1999), 114-15.

® Richner, “Archeological Investigations at Apostle Islands,” 12; Salzer and Overstreet, “Summary Report:
Apostle Islands,” 33-34; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 133, 187-88; Jeffrey Richner, e-mail to author,
22 August 2007.

" Cleland, Rites of Congquest, 21, 23; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 259-60, 284-92; David S. Brose
and Michael J. Hambacher, “The Middle Woodland in Northern Michigan,” in Retrieving Michigan’s
Buried Past, 173; Richner, “Archeological Investigations at Apostle Islands,” 13.
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The Apostle Islands are midway between the Laurel sites of northeastern
Minnesota and sites representing the Middle Woodland Nokomis culture in the North
Lakes area of north central Wisconsin. Nokomis sites are located on small lakes,
streams, and swamps rather than on the Lake Superior shore. Nokomis pottery is
decorated with trailed lines and impressions from cord-wrapped paddles, and as in the
Laurel culture there are numerous copper artifacts. Archaeologists have found copper-
working areas with hearths, hammers, and copper scraps at Nokomis sites and
documented a semi-subterranean house with associated midden and trash pits at one site.
Yet despite the proximity of the well-documented Laurel and Nokomis cultures,
archaeologists have not identified any Middle Woodland sites in the Apostle Islands. It
may be that sites from this time period lack diagnostic artifacts, or that there was not
much use of the islands at that time.®

The Late Woodland tradition began in the Lake Superior region about 1,200 B.P.
(A.D. 800). A greater number of archaeological sites points to an increase in population
during this time period. The archaeological record is also more complex, indicating more
diversity in local cultures and their interrelationships. The Blackduck culture, known for
its distinctive and long-lived pottery tradition, occupied the territory formerly occupied
by the Laurel culture and extended farther east to northern Lake Huron. In the North
Lakes area of Wisconsin, archaeologists have named Late Woodland sites the Lakes
phase. Archaeologists have identified sites with Lakes phase characteristics in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan, although other Late Woodland variations are found there as well.
The Late Woodland tradition is characterized by widespread use of the bow and arrow,
indicated in the archaeological record by small triangular projectile points. There is still
no evidence for agriculture in either the Blackduck culture or the Lakes phase, in contrast
to the southern Great Lakes where agriculture was an important part of the subsistence
base. The Mississippian tradition of the Mississippi River Valley and southeastern U.S.
had little impact in the Lake Superior region. Known for its large settlements with
temple mounds and plazas, intensive agriculture, and elaborate pottery, Mississippian
influence in the Lake Superior region is evident primarily in limited occurrences of grit-
and shell-tempered pottery.9

Archaeologists have attributed occupations at several sites in the Apostle Islands
to the Late Woodland tradition. The most important of these is the National Register-
listed Morty site (47AS40) on Stockton Island, an undisturbed site representing multiple
occupations. The Late Woodland component of the Morty site contains hearths; a
substantial midden; and a range of artifacts including stone tools, Blackduck and Sandy
Lake pottery, and animal remains. Based on the latter, archaeologists have interpreted
the Morty site as a moose hunting camp. The P-Flat site (47AS47) on Manitou Island

8 Salzer and Overstreet, “Summary Report: Apostle Islands,” 35-36; Richner, “Archeological
Investigations at Apostle Islands,” 12—13; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 276-84; Brose and
Hambacher, “The Middle Woodland,” 173, 178, 182.

o Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 23-27; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 295-324, 350-371; Salzer and
Overstreet, “Summary Report: Apostle Islands,” 36-37; Susan R. Martin, “A Site for All Seasons: Some
Aspects of Life in the Upper Peninsula during Late Woodland Times,” in Retrieving Michigan’s Buried
Past, 221-227; John R. Halsey, “Upper Mississippian in the Upper Peninsula,” in Retrieving Michigan’s
Buried Past, 272-278.
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and site 47AS41 on Stockton Island have also yielded pottery and animal remains. Other
prehistoric sites that archaeologists have identified as Late Woodland include the Ebob
site (47AS38) on Stockton Island, Champagne/Rain site (47AS49) on Bear Island, Luck
of the Irish site (47AS48) on Otter Island, and Rocky Beach Road site (47BA20) on York
Island. All are small sites with a limited variety of artifacts consisting mostly of chipped
quartz pebbles that the occupants probably collected on site or nearby. Fire cracked
rocks suggest that cooking took place at the sites. It appears that small groups occupied
the sites for short periods of time. It is likely that fishing was an important activity,
although without preserved bone that remains conjectural.'’

The Early Historic Period

When the French first reached the Lake Superior region in the early seventeenth
century, the native people there were continuing the Late Woodland cultural tradition.
Efforts to connect historic tribes with cultures known from the archaeological record have
been problematic, however. When Europeans arrived on the East Coast, they brought
diseases and incited political and economic changes that altered settlement patterns well
in advance of their arrival in the upper Great Lakes. Seasonal movement also
complicates the association of pre-contact sites with historic tribes. Based on
archaeological, anthropological, and historical evidence, scholars have associated the
Blackduck pottery that is so widespread on Late Woodland sites in the upper Great Lakes
variously with the Algonquian-speaking bands around the eastern end of Lake Superior,
the Assiniboine to the northwest, and the Dakota Sioux to the west. Although some
archaeologists attribute Blackduck pottery to one of these groups exclusively, others
believe that the pottery was made by more than one people and was also shared as a
result of trade and intermarriage. At present there is no single, agreed-upon point of view
as to Wl’ll? made Blackduck pottery and how its makers are represented in historic tribal
groups.

The Frenchmen who first came to Lake Superior found the bands that would later
join together to become the Ojibwe tribe occupying a large area around the eastern end of
the lake. These small, interrelated bands shared a language—part of the Algonquian
language family—and culture but remained independent. One of these bands was the
Outchibouec or Ojibwe who lived in the summer at the rapids, or Sault, between Lake
Superior and Lake Huron and in the winter at their hunting grounds north and southwest
of the Sault. The French called them the Saulteur—nation of the Sault. North of these
bands were the Cree Indians, also Algonquian speakers, and to the northwest were the
Siouan-speaking Assiniboine. Both of these tribes came into the Lake Superior region to
hunt and trade, as did the Dakota or Santee Sioux, whose territory extended close to the
southwest end of the lake."

10 Richner, “Archeological Investigations at Apostle Islands,” 13-14, 19, 89-92, 104—110; Cathie Masters,
“Morty Site,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination (Washington, D.C.: National Register of
Historic Places, 1988).

1 Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 389-94.

12 Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 6-10; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 86, map 1; Theresa M. Schenck,
“The Voice of the Crane Echoes Afar”: The Sociopolitical Organization of the Lake Superior Ojibwa,
1640-1855 (New York: Garland Publishing, 1997), 19-20, 23; Robert E. Bieder, Native American
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Ojibwe tradition reaches back before contact with Europeans to tell of a time
when their ancestors—the Anishinaabeg—Iived in the east on the shore of the great salt
water, and of their journey westward to Sault Ste. Marie and subsequently to Madeline
Island. In the mid-nineteenth century William Warren recorded this tradition in his
History of the Ojibway People. Born on Madeline Island in 1825, Warren was the son of
fur trader Lyman Warren and Marie Cadotte, who was part Ojibwe. Warren’s description
of the migration journey corresponds closely to the way the journey is depicted on several
Ojibwe birchbark scrolls. In addition, archaeology and linguistics support the origin of
the Ojibwe in the east. As described by Warren, a great sea shell guided the
Anishinaabeg in their journey, appearing at the places where they were to stop and dwell.
The journey took many generations. The first stop was on the St. Lawrence River, at the
site later occupied by the city of Montreal. The second stop was on the shore of Lake
Huron. At the Straits of Mackinac the Anishinaabeg separated into three tribes: the
Ottawa, Potawatomi, and Ojibwe. The Ojibwe continued to their third stop at the Sault
rapids where they lived for many years. The tribe then separated into two divisions with
a northern division proceeding along the north shore of Lake Superior and a southern
division—the main body of the tribe—proceeding along the south shore. At the western
end of Lake Superior the two divisions joined in warfare against the Sioux. During the
journey along the south shore, the sea shell appeared for a final time at Mo-ning-wuna-
kaun-ing, the place of the golden-breasted woodpecker (Madeline Island), establishing
that island as the spiritual center of the Ojibwe people."

Warren described a copper plate kept by an Ojibwe chief that as of 1842 recorded
eight generations since the chief’s family had arrived on Madeline Island. By estimating
forty years as the duration of a generation, Warren calculated that the Ojibwe arrived on
Madeline Island 360 years earlier or ca. 1490. (Warren wrote his history between 1849
and 1852.) Warren went on to describe the great village on Madeline Island that the
Ojibwe occupied for three generations, or 120 years by Warren's calculation. At the end
of this time the Ojibwe abandoned Madeline Island, dispersing in small bands on the
mainland or returning east to Keweenaw Bay or the Sault. French accounts and
archaeological evidence are consistent with the Ojibwe migration story, but not with
Warren’s dates. A generation is the length of time between the birth of parents and their
offspring; given that Ojibwe men generally married at the age of eighteen to twenty, forty
years is too long a span for a generation.14 Moreover, Warren tried to impose on Ojibwe
tradition a Euro-American sense of time and a literal interpretation of the past that is alien
to this tradition. The Ojibwe expect oral tradition to be dynamic, and they distinguish
between events known from personal experience and truths that transcend history.

Communities in Wisconsin, 1600-1960: A Study of Tradition and Change (Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1995), 21, 30-31, 37; Waters, Superior North Shore, 35-36.

13 Theresa Schenck, “William W. Warren’s History of the Ojibway People: Tradition, History, and
Context,” in Reading Beyond Words: Contexts for Native History, ed. Jennifer S.H. Brown and Elizabeth
Vibert (Orchard Park, NY: Broadview Press, 1996), 242-246; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 8—10, 35;
William W. Warren, History of the Ojibway People, reprinted with an introduction by W. Roger
Buffalohead (1885; reprint, St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1984), 7886, 96.

' Schenck, “William Warren’s History,” 250.
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Warren’s account of the history of the Ojibwe on Madeline Island reflects its importance
to the Ojibwe who lived there."

In the mid-seventeenth century, Indian refugees fleeing the attacks of the Iroquois
populated a large area south of Lake Superior and west of Lake Michigan roughly to its
southern tip—in other words much of what is now Wisconsin. Among these were Huron,
Petun, and Ottawa Indians who came to the Chequamegon region. The Huron were a
confederacy of four tribes who lived in fortified villages and based their subsistence on
the cultivation of corn. Their homeland was on the southeastern end of Lake Huron’s
Georgian Bay. Although they spoke an Iroquoian language, the Huron were long-time
enemies of the Five Nations of the Iroquois who lived south of Lake Ontario. They were
skilled traders who quickly allied themselves with the French to become a key part of the
fur trade. But the European diseases that came with the French devastated the Huron,
reducing an estimated twenty thousand people before contact to less than half that
number within twenty-five years. When the Iroquois attacked the Huron villages in the
late 164()1s6, those Huron who were not killed or taken prisoner abandoned their villages
and fled.

The Petun (“Tobacco) Huron, also called the Tionnontate Huron, were closely
related to the Hurons, culturally and linguistically. They lived just west of the Hurons at
the southern end of Georgian Bay. The Petuns were a smaller group than the Hurons;
their population before contact is estimated at two to four thousand. North of the Huron
and Petun, the Ottawa Indians lived along the shores of Georgian Bay and on Manitoulin
Island. The Ottawa spoke an Algonquian language and were closely related to the
Algonquian-speaking groups farther west. Like these other Algonquians, the Ottawa
were composed of independent bands with a shared culture. The Ottawa grew corn in
addition to hunting, fishing, and gathering. The Ottawa had long been trading partners
with the Huron, and like the Huron they became middlemen in the fur trade relatively
early on. By 1650, the Ottawa, Petun, and Huron had all become refugees from their
homelands as a result of Iroquois attacks. Survivors from the three tribes joined together,
and most of them traveled westward, living at different locations until circumstances—
sometimes Iroquois war parties—compelled them to move on. Chequamegon Bay
offered several advantages to the group that settled there. It was beyond the reach of
Iroquois war parties, offered an abundance of fish, permitted the cultivation of corn, and
was well situated for tralding.17

Pierre Radisson wrote an evocative account of his 1659-60 journey to
Chequamegon Bay and the surrounding area. Unfortunately for historians, Radisson was

' The Ojibwe of Fond du Lac told a migration story in which a great otter, rather than a sea shell, led the
people, appearing for the final time at Fond du Lac. Warren, History of the Ojibway, 81, 89-90, 95-112;
Schenck, “William Warren’s History,” 242—43, 250-55; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 4, 32-34; W. Roger
Buffalohead, “Introduction,” in Warren, History of the Ojibway, Xv.

' Richard White, The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650—
1815 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991), 11-13; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 81-85, 88-91;
Bieder, Native American Communities, 49; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 6-7, 21, 37.

17 Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 80, 85-86, 98-99, 103; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 6-9, 37, 401;
Bieder, Native American Communities, 30-33, 48, 64-65.
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often vague about the identity of the native people he describes. It is clear that from the
beginning of their journey Radisson and Des Groseilliers were accompanied by people of
the “nation of the Sault,” i.e. the Saulteur, or Ojibwe. Originally Radisson and Des
Groseilliers had planned to travel with two refugee Huron, but it is not clear whether this
plan materialized. Early on in their journey the traders and their companions were joined
by a group of Ottawa, increasing the size of their party to fourteen boats.'®

As the trading party approached Chequamegon Bay, many of the Indians left to
go to their families. The remainder left shortly after the group arrived at Chequamegon
Bay. While Radisson and Des Groseilliers waited for their traveling companions to
return, Indians “of many nations” visited and brought them food. More than four
hundred Indians gathered to see the traders leave about two weeks later. Radisson did not
indicate whether these people lived in a village at Chequamegon Bay. It is conceivable
that the mixed village that Allouez described in 1665 already existed. Alternatively,
Indians who lived in the area might have traveled to the bay to see the traders. After
departing Chequamegon Bay, Radisson and Des Groseilliers traveled four days to a
village of one hundred cabins by a lake, possibly Lac Courte Oreilles. With one
exception, Radisson did not identify the tribes who lived there. Radisson recounted that
at first the two traders lodged with a chief who came with them from Quebec, but they
did not like the chief and moved in with a family of Menominee."’

When the villagers dispersed for the winter, the traders joined one of their small
groups. After a winter of near-starvation followed by feasting and trading, Radisson and
Des Groseilliers returned to Chequamegon Bay in the spring of 1660, accompanied by
Ojibwe. Some of their party had gone ahead of them, so that when they arrived at the bay
they found at least twenty cottages full. It seems likely that these cottages were occupied
by Ojibwe, Ottawa, or a combination of the two. In addition to their own fort, possibly
on Chequamegon Point, Radisson describes a fort that the Ottawa built “on the point that
formes that Bay, which resembles a small lake.”®°

The French account of the Indians at Chequamegon Bay continues five years
later. In the Relations—the annual reports—that the Jesuits sent to France, they reported
on their missionary activities at La Pointe du St. Esprit. Father Claude Allouez founded
the mission at La Pointe in October 1665 and spent more than three years there altogether
before his final departure in 1669. Father Jacques Marquette succeeded Allouez at La
Pointe, arriving in September 1669 and leaving after the Indians abandoned the area in
1670. Although Allouez and Marquette were primarily concerned with the Indians’

'8 Pierre Esprit Radisson, Voyages of Peter Esprit Radisson, being an account of his travels and
experiences among the North American Indians, from 1652 to 1684, ed. Gideon D. Scull (Boston: Prince
Society, 1885), 174—178, online facsimile at http://wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/search.asp?id=12;
Germaine Warkentin, “Discovering Radisson: A Renaissance Adventurer Between Two Worlds,” in
Reading Beyond Words: Contexts for Native History, ed. Jennifer S.H. Brown and Elizabeth Vibert
(Orchard Park, NY: Broadview Press, 1996) 46.

19 Radisson, Voyages, 193-201.

20 Radisson, Voyages, 201-221. Hamilton Ross has argued that the Ottawa fort was at Houghton Point,
whereas other historians have placed it on Chequamegon Point. Ross, La Pointe, 23-25; Schenck, Voice of
the Crane, 43.
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religious practices, their descriptions provide information on other aspects of Indian life.
When Allouez arrived there were two large villages near Chequamegon Bay. The village
at the head of the bay was inhabited primarily by Ottawa from three different bands, the
Kiskakon, Sinago, and Keinouche. It contained forty-five to fifty large cabins housing
two thousand people, including eight hundred fighting men. North of the Ottawa village
was a second village of Huron-Petun. In addition, members of other tribes came to
Chequamegon to fish and trade, living in the villages or nearby. Allouez wrote that
Chequamegon Bay “forms a sort of centre for all the nations of these regions, because of
its abundance of fish, which constitutes the chief part of these peoples’ sustenance.”!
With the Ottawa and Huron-Petun, Allouez counted more than ten different nations.?
These included Potawatomi, Sauk, and Fox from the south; Sioux from the west; and
Cree from the north. >

The Indian people of Chequamegon were part of a society in transition. The
villages were made up of fragments of tribes that had been decimated by disease and
warfare and uprooted from their homelands. The three bands of Ottawa who had
previously lived separately were combined in one village. The Huron and Petun,
previously two distinct though related tribes, appear to have merged into one tribe. These
people had to reshape their cultural traditions to fit the new physical and social
environment. The Ottawa and Huron-Petun lived primarily on corn and fish at
Chequamegon, but the growing season there was shorter than in their homelands by Lake
Huron. During lean times they ate bark, moss, and ground fish bones. Another specter
was the threat of warfare with the Sioux. Ever since refugees from the east had begun to
encroach on Sioux territory in central and western Wisconsin, their relationship had been
tense. In this tenuous situation, French missionaries and traders and their trade goods
played an important role. The Ottawa and Huron resumed their roles as middlemen in the
fur trade. It seems likely that those Ottawa and Huron who converted to Christianity did
so at least in part to strengthen their alliances and trading relationships with the French.**

When Father Marquette arrived at La Pointe in September 1669 he found the
three Ottawa bands and Huron-Petun living in five villages with a total of more than
fifteen hundred people. Approximately five hundred of these were Hurons, most of them
baptized but not actively practicing Christianity. Marquette focused his ministry on the
Kiskakon band of Ottawa, whom Allouez had converted to Christianity. The Kiskakon
wintered by the mission chapel and were reportedly diligent in their attendance.
Marquette stated that the Kiskakon had gained an upper hand and governed the three

*! Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents: Travels and Explorations of the
Jesuit Missionaries in New France 1610—1791 (Cleveland: Burrows Bros. Co., 1896-1901), 50:297, online
facsimile at http://puffin.creighton.edu/jesuit/relations.

2 Allouez may have counted the three bands of Ottawa as three nations. Although he grouped them
together because of their common language and residence in one village, he distinguished them as three
nations.

2 Theresa Schenck, “Grant’s Point, Madeline Island, in the Historical Record,” (report for the Wisconsin
Historical Society Historic Preservation Division, Madison, W1, 2003), 2-3; Thwaites, Jesuit Relations,
50:273, 297-301, 307, 51:10-11, 23, 52:205-207, 54:169-175, 55:171.

24 White, Middle Ground, 16—19, 23-24, 42-46, 106; Bieder, Native American Communities, 6567,
Thwaites, Jesuit Relations, 50:273, 51:73, 261, 54:151, 167; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 94, 96.
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other nations. Soon, however, the simmering hostility between the allied Ottawa and
Huron against the Sioux erupted in warfare. The peace that the French had negotiated
with the Iroquois meant that the east was now safer than western Lake Superior. The
Ottawa and Huron left Chequamegon in 1670 and traveled eastward. The Huron and
some of the Ottawa went to the Straits of Mackinac, and Marquette followed to head the
Mission of St. Ignace.”

Shortly before the Indians and Father Marquette left Chequamegon Bay, Father
Claude Dablon described the Mission of Saint Esprit as “covering both the district known
as Chagaouamigong point, and the neighboring Islands. Thither the Outaouacs, with the
Hurons of Tionnontate, repair in the seasons suitable for fishing and for raising Indian
corn.”*® The lowest level of the Winston-Cadotte site on Madeline Island correlates with
Dablon’s description. At this site, archaeologists found a clay floor from a type of house
built by the Huron-Petun. They also found an assemblage of pottery types that is
strikingly similar to an assemblage of pottery found at a site on Rock Island at the mouth
of Green Bay. This is not a coincidence, as the refugee group of Huron, Petun, and
Ottawa who lived at Chequamegon Bay in the 1660s had lived on Rock Island in the
early 1650s. Additional evidence for Indians in the Apostle Islands during the early
historic period occurs at the Morty site (47AS40) on Stockton Island, where
archaeologists found a type of pottery known as Sandy Lake ware and dated it by
thermoluminescence to between A.D. 1632 and 1738.%” The lack of any European
artifacts associated with the Sandy Lake pottery makes it likely that it dates to the earlier
part of this range. Archaeologists believe that the Indians who made Sandy Lake pottery
were Siouan speakers, either Dakota Sioux or Assiniboine.?®

The International Fur Trade Era

The first French reference to an Ojibwe village in the Chequamegon region dates
to the late seventeenth century. French documents from this time period refer to the
Ojibwe as Saulteur or by a variant of the Algonquian name Outichibouec (Outichipoue,
Outchipoues, Ouchipoe). Later this became Ojibwe or Ojibway.”” The British began
using the variant Chippewa in the mid-eighteenth century, and later the U.S. government
used Chippewa as the official name for the tribe. As was customary among Algonquian
speakers, the Ojibwe referred to themselves as Anishinaabeg, meaning people. Those
who have chronicled Ojibwe history have advanced several different interpretations for
the origin of the name Ojibwe. One interpretation that is widely accepted by Ojibwe and
others is that the name comes from a word meaning “pucker up,” referring to the
puckered moccasins that the Ojibwe wore. Others have argued that the name is derived
from the Algonquian word for “crane” and that the suffix bwa means “voice,” hence the

» Thwaites, Jesuit Relations, 54:167-83, 55:169-71, 56:115-17; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 96; Bieder,
Native American Communities, 66—67.

2 Thwaites, Jesuit Relations, 55:97.

*7 This pottery date, from sample Alpha 860, was first published in Richner, “Archeological Investigations
at Apostle Islands,” 14.

28 Birmingham, “Historic Period Indian Archeology,” 180—185; Mason, Great Lakes Archaeology, 400—
404; Richner, “Archeological Investigations at Apostle Islands,” 14-15; Masters, “Morty Site.”

* Pronounced “Oh-jib-way” and also spelled Ojibwa.
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name ‘“voice of the crane.” This is supported by the animal names (bear, catfish, beaver,
etc.) of the Algonquian bands that lived near the Ojibwe, as well as by the symbolic use
of the crane by the Ojibwe.3 0

The westward movement of the Ojibwe from the Sault to Chequamegon,
described in the Ojibwe migration story, was part of a broader expansion and
transformation of the Ojibwe people. During the late seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries, the Ojibwe merged with or absorbed the neighboring Algonquian bands with
whom they had long been allied through friendship and marriage. At the same time, they
migrated southward and eastward into Michigan’s Lower Peninsula and eastern Ontario,
intermarrying with the Ottawa and Potawatomi. Others migrated westward to the north
of Lake Superior where they intermarried with the Cree. Moving westward along the
south shore of Lake Superior, the Ojibwe fought the Dakota Sioux and advanced into
Minnesota. Eventually some Ojibwe settled on the northern plains where they adopted
buffalo hunting and other aspects of plains culture. By the late eighteenth century the
Ojibwe had become one of the largest Indian tribes, surrounding Lake Superior and Lake
Huron. In consideration of the cultural differences that developed within this widespread
people living in very different environments, anthropologists have distinguished four
divisions—southeastern, southwestern, northern, and plains—within the Ojibwe people.
The southwestern Ojibwe live in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula. As part of treaty negotiations in the mid-nineteenth century, the U.S.
government further divided the southwestern Ojibwe into Mississippi and Lake Superior
bands. The Ojibwe of Chequamegon fall within the Lake Superior division.”'

In 1680 the Ojibwe lived in three main villages: at Sault Ste. Marie, on the
Keweenaw Peninsula, and at Chequamegon. There were fifteen lodges in the
Chequamegon village in 1683. In 1697 a Canadian merchant identified four bands (or
clans) of Ojibwe living at Chequamegon.**> The Chequamegon village may have been on
the mainland or on Madeline Island. Archaeologist Robert Birmingham believes that the
late seventeenth-century Chequamegon village may be represented in the lower levels of
the Winston-Cadotte site on the southern end of Madeline Island, but the evidence is not
conclusive. A peace and trading agreement that the Ojibwe, aided by Daniel Greysolon,
Sieur Dulhut, made with the Sioux in 1679 facilitated the settlement at Chequamegon. In
the years that followed, the Sioux and Ojibwe intermarried and traded, although
hostilities did not cease entirely. The Sioux obtained French trade goods from the
Ojibwe, and the Ojibwe obtained furs from the Sioux and hunted on Sioux lands. About
1690 the French built a trading post at Chequamegon Point, then in 1693 moved it across
the channel to the southern end of Madeline Island. In 1695 the French brought a Sioux

30 Schenck, Voice of the Crane, 17-28, 49; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 39-40, 86, Ross, La Pointe, 181;
Harold Hickerson, The Chippewa and Their Neighbors: A Study in Ethnohistory, revised edition with
foreword by Charles A. Bishop and review essay and bibliographical supplement by Jennifer S.H. Brown
and Laura L. Peers (1970; rev. ed., Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 1988), 44.

31 Schenck, Voice of the Crane, 4, 34-35, 37, 51-54; Cleland, Rites of Conquest, 102-03, 146—47, maps 1—
6; Edmund Jefferson Danziger Jr., The Chippewas of Lake Superior (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1978), 7-8.

% From French documents as referenced in Schenck, Voice of the Crane, 49-52 and Hickerson, Chippewa
and Their Neighbors, 56-57.
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chief and an Ojibwe chief from Chequamegon to Montreal to affirm their friendship with
the French and with each other. The following year the French government closed the
trading post on Madeline Island because of a glut in the fur market.”

In 1718 the French established a new trading post on Madeline Island, on the west
side of the island. Archaeologists have excavated a large Ojibwe village at the Marina
site in the vicinity of this trading post. Based on European trade goods including glass
beads, cooking kettles, gunflints, knives, and Jesuit rings, archaeologists have dated
occupation of the site from ca. 1718 to possibly as late as 1775. Native artifacts include
stone projectile points, clay pipes, and bone needles and harpoons. Features of the
settlement include postmolds outlining dwellings, storage and refuse pits, and hearth
areas. A cemetery east of the village may contain several hundred interments. A French
census of Indians taken in 1736 provides additional information on this village. The
census counted 150 warriors at Point Chequamegon, suggesting a total population of
about 1,000. By comparison, the census counted 40 warriors on the Keweenaw and 30 at
Sault Ste. Marie, attesting to the importance of the Chequamegon village at this time.
Although some of these Chequamegon Ojibwe may have lived on the mainland,
archaeology shows that the village at the Marina site was substantial, suggesting that