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uring World War II the remote Aleutian Islands, home to the Unanga%

civilians, a 15-month air war, and one of the deadliest battles in the Pacific
Theatre.

In 1996 Congress designated the Aleutian World War II National Historic
Area to interpret, educate, and inspire present and future generations about
the history of the Unangan and the Aleutian Islands in the defense of the
United States in World War II. In a unique arrangement, the Aleutian World
War II National Historic Area and visitor center are owned and managed by
the Ounalashka Corporation (the village corporation for Unalaska) and the
National Park Service provides them with technical assistance. Through this
cooperative partnership, the Unangax are the keepers of their history and
invite the public to learn more about their past and present.

For information about the Aleutian World War II National Historic Area, visit
our web site at: www.nps.gov/aleu/ or contact:

(Aleut people) for over 8,000 years, became one of the fiercely contested
battlegrounds of the Pacific. This thousand-mile-long archipelago saw the first
invasion of American soil since the War of 1812, a mass internment of American

Alaska Affiliated Areas -
240 West 5th Ave
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

(907) 644-3503

Ounalashka Corporation
P.O. Box 149
Unalaska, Alaska 99685

Visitor Information (907) 581-1276
Visitor Center (907) 581-9944

"Crash Landing” (P-38, Adak
Island) by Ogden Pleissner. For more about
the P-38s of the 54th Fighter Squadron,
see month of May, this calendar. For more
about the artist Ogden Pleissner, see
month of December, this calendar.

"High above, over a true
‘home of the brave,’ the floating folds of
the Star Spangled Banner symbolize the
American way of life to soldiers in training
for the battles that will bring freedom to
an unhappy, wartorn world, Fort Knox,
Kentucky.” June 1942. Library of Congress,
LC-USW36-4.

Commander Innis entering Aerology
Building, 4 September, 1943. Restored,
the Aerology Building now serves as
the Aleutian World War Il Visitor Center.
Photograph courtesy Archgraphics.






Knives, Lances, and Needles

Unangan woman (above) with tattoos, labrets (lip plugs), nasal ornaments,
and earvings. The incision for inserting labrets was the most extensive surgical
procedure for body ornamentation among the Unangan, requiving two or three
piercings in the lower [lip into which were inserted pieces of bone, animal teeth,
or other objects. It is thought these holes were cut early in the first year of life
when a small plug was inserted from the inside to keep the opening from closing
during healing. The lower end of a female’s nasal septum was also pievced
during early childhood with a hole large enough to hold a long bone (a nasal
pin) as well as a string of beads or other objects. The nasal pin could also be a
_piece of bark. bone, or eagle feather shaft. Before the introduction of Furopean
trade beads, pieces of amber or coval would dangle from the pin to chin.

A Man of Oonalashka
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Traditionally, women weve tattooed after their first menses, men after their first
animal Rill. Tattoos weve pricked into the skin or “sewn” with needle and thread,
the “ink” comprised of a black pigment of coal dust and urine. Males also pierced
their nasal septum, and both sexes pierced their ears, inserting dentalium shells,
bones, pieces of amber, feathers, dried bird wings, or skulls. Sea lion whiskers
worn in male’s ears were a trophy, a sign he was a good hunter. Males would
also wear labrets made of walrus ivory, beads, and bones. It is thought such
ornamentation was both decorative and symbolic of social standing, reputation,
and elder status. It was, in any circumstance, a mix of surgical expertise and art.




January 2012

Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 /
— Day8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 MaKﬁ%u;C;3 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31




The Sea Cow

Skull of Steller's Sea Cow (Hydrodamalis gigas).

To the half-starved castaways, the sea cows were
like manna from heaven.

[The fat of the sea cow, which covered the body four
inches thick, was] ...firm, and shiny white, but
when exposed to the sun takes on a yellowish tinge
like May butter. Both the smell and taste of it are
most delicious. .. and even greatly preferable to the
meat of any quadruped... The fat of the calves is
so much like fresh lard that it is hard to tell them
apart, but their meat differs in no wise than veal.

—Georg Wilhelm Stellar, naturalist,
Vitus Bering Expedition, 1741

—Corey Ford, “"Where the Sea Breaks Its Back”

When [a sea cow was] caught with a hook...

[the cows] nearest began to stir and feel the need

to bring succor. Some of them tried to upset the
boat...while others pressed down on the rope

and endeavored to break it, or strove to remove
the hook from the wound by blows of their tail...

1t is a most remarkable proof of their conjugal
affection, that the male, after baving tried with all
bis might...and in spite of the beating we gave him,
Jfollowed [his mate] to shore, and that several times,
even after she was dead, he shot unexpectedly up to
ber like a speeding arrow. Early next morning. ..we
Jfound the male again standing by the female, and
the same I observed the third day...”

—Georg Wilhelm Stellar, naturalist,
Vitus Bering Expedition, 1741
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Alaska’s Japanese Americans

TLwant to forget the day I lost my country. The day I lost my future. The day all of me was drained, and
I felt empty.  want to forget the day we were herded like cattle into a prison camp. What did we do
wrong? What was our crime? Who do we pledge allegiance to now?

—Sylvia K. Kobayashi, Japanese American interned in Puyallup, Washington, and Minidoka, Idaho

War Relocation Authority camp, Tule Lake, California
detention center for “security risks,” and a "segregatior
center"” for the"disloyal" considered for deportation te

apan. LC-USW36-786
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-1945 by Hubert van Tuyll.

Soviet Union, 1941

_*Title taken from Feeding the Bear: American Aid to the

-

P-39 Airacobras support Russian ground troops during the battle for Stalingrad™ i
“Stalingrad Story” Bellringer magazine, August 1943. Courtesy Niagara Aerospace F- s
’ Museum coIIectlon Niagara Falls, NY. - - o

Lend-Lease U.S. aircraft, like the Airacobra, that were bound for Russia were ferried
from the Lower-Forty-eight through Canada to Fairbanks, Alaska. There Russian 4
pilots took the controls. Nearly 8000 aircraft were delivered to the Soviets by way -
of the Alaska-Siberia Air Route, with only 133 lost to weather or pilot error.
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Buried “Spider” today in this dreary, uncivilized
little island [Umnak]. The funeral was impressive
but superficial. The wind howling over the tundra
was the funeral march and the sting of the rain
helped bring tears. He lay in a plain pine box coffin
and the Chaplain raised bis voice over the howl of
the elements... We all saluted our comrade...and
that was the last chapter in the life of Lieutenant
Carl Middleton.

—b54th Fighter Squadron Historian recording
the first death among P-38 pilots in
the Aleutian Theater

P-38s of the 54th Fighter Squadron in formation over
Aleutian coast. Photograph by Col. Kent Ramsey.
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Volcanism
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. Enemy Aircraft off Coast .

¢ T

Coast Guardsmen were warned to be prepared for
. ‘.» incendiary bombs along New York’s waterfront

e . where millions of dollars of war supplies are ] : . -
"&4 L crowded into wooden piers. Dock Commissioner
‘hll“

! il

John McKengzie said that he had received word - e T, ! -
from Mitchel Field shortly before 1 p.m. to be on the et . o -
alert...that several hundred [Japanese] planes were '

off the East Coast and that their estimated time over

Long Island was about 2 p.m. ar w\

L

—Chicago Daily News, 9 December, 1941 S
I

T
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- f {
Japanese Nell bon &‘ '

over New York City. =

lllustration courtesy
Archgraphics.
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The Springfield M1903
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A Century of Servitude*

Nowhere, nowhere else could there possibly be so much teeming life. Every
inch of earth is covered with writhing, barking, roaring, fighting fur seals...

= 7 —Libby Beaman, St. George Island, 1880
3: % 4 ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁ% - - r-:bﬂ&'" Wife of the Assistant Special Agent for the Seal Islands

. NPT <
> .-:‘"h T was afraid to leave [St. George]. .. If you got out without permission, [the U.S. Bureau of
= .

Fisheries] reduced your sealing division, threatened not to give food to your family.

o o S

T

—Unangan sealer, St. George, name unknown
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.. "Seal Drove Crossing” by Henry Elliott, Saint Paul Island,
October 20, 1872. Elliott coauthored a 1905 document that
would eventually become the 1911 North Pacific Fur Seal
Convention—the first international treaty dedicated to the
conservation of wildlife. UA482-2.

4‘._ e i

wr

*Title taken from A Centui

ibiof slar

k'

ry of Servi';ude: P

Under U.S. Rule by Dorothy M. Jone
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, They thought we could cook
\ and use picks and shovels, but
N\ | they didn’t think we had the
\ intelligence to do engineering.
—Edward G. Carroll,
\\ Chaplain, 95th Engineers
\
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Color guard, black engineers, Fort Belvoir, Virginia. e :

Courtesy Library of Congress.
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8 Watercolor'by Ogden Pleissner.

gt Courtesy U.S. Army Art Collection.
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Aleutian World War Il National Historic Area

i [T, i

For over a quarter century the National Park
Service, Alaska Regional Office, has been actively

| documenting the built heritage of Alaska through

| the Historic America Buildings Survey (HABS).

I Structures recorded include the Cathedral of the Holy
Ascension at Unalaska (detail of bell tower shown

| here) as well as WWIl-era structures at the Naval

3 | Operating Base, Dutch Harbor; Fort Mears; and Fort
|7 e Schwatka. Rendering by James Creech, 1991.
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