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This ohromlogioal history of the activities of the 36TH BCLBARDMENT
SWADRON (HIAVY), 28th Camposite Croup, Eleventh AlrFforce, Alaskan Def-
onse Farces, hue ae its aim, the pmviding of a suitable basis for friend=
ly reminiscence sawtime in the future. Ths history shall begin on Decem=
bo’ 7’ 19“10

The 36th Bombardment Squadron (H), uder the command of Major W. O,
Carockson, arrived at Ilmendorf Fisld in pleces during the month of April
ard May in 194)s (dajor William H. Prince assumed camuwind in august). The
B=18's aualgned to the Squuadron were flown from Jowry Field at Denver, Coloe
rudo, to ilaosndorf during iday. The orgenization was nearly coamplete by the
end of May though reinforcements continued to dribble in during the follow=
in& months .

The tactical missions, carried out by the Squadron during the relative-
ly unevontful months before December Seventh, were limited to patrols along
the Alaskan Coast from Seward to Point Barrow. It is significant to note
that even before the Japs had deliverud their troacherous attack on Fearld
Harbor the Alaskan Command had instructed patrol units to warn all Japanase
craft to avold territorial waters. .

The Squadron as a unit was furotioning smoothly and the wmon of the Squad-
ron wure réepidly becoaing acclimated as Decamber became the presant. Those
men of the Scquadron who were marrisd had welcomed thulr wives and children
ard sottled 1n Anchiorage. The routine of training, patrol, and houws life wase
well vstablished.

December Severth marked & coawplete change in the purpose and intent of
the unit. Overnight the personnel beganes grim soldisrs and the coumund seeth=
od with the desire to be at the eneay and also with rumors of imminent attack.
The entire Alaskan Defense Command was immsdiately alerted. At slmendorf,
and all over Alaska, atriot blackouta were unforced, The familiss of Officers
and men were returned to the States soon after and all personnel were cuarterw
ed on the post on 4 continual alert statug.

The weather was vary bad, even for Alaska. All ships were resedled for
flight and the gombat crews were ready to teake-off within fifteen minutes dur-
ing the day and ons houy at night. During this initial period all mi:sions
ware flown in conjunction with the 73rd Bombardment Squadron, & avdium outfit
wndon also flew B~18's. [ioutine patrols were flown on alternate weeks by
sach Squadron South over Kenai into the Alaskan Gulf. After the initial cx-
citement had been tempered with time ejch ocrew was allowed one day per week
for rest. ahen the Squadron was nat flying patrol theay were on constant ale
ert to parform interception missions on orders or information from the Air-
oraft VWarning Service. At one time the AWS suppesedly sighted some 30 enemy
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airoraft 8outh of Kodiak on a courss toward Ancorage. The Squadron immed-
iately put four shipe into the air to intercept and destroy tho cnemy (B=18's)
against 30 eneay ships. Aftar several hoaurs of futile flying had ensued

the £1light wes ordered Lo roturn to their basgs. AANS had made an error.
Considering the diffioculty under which the Warning Service opurated and the
hel ghtened tension due to "war nsrves" prevalent among the military branches
no gonsure csn be applied to AuS.

The 36th Boubardment Squadron was cammanded at this tim: by Lt. Rusesell
A, Conu (Cone succeeded Major Frinee in August of "Al" as Commanmiing Officer)
and the flishts were led by Li, Hobert Meaupin and Lt. Thomse kansfiuvld., Thare
was a shortags of havigators in the Squadron-~four man to take care of the
navigation problwas that arose every dey. Thease four mwn rarely found a day
for relaxati.on==too much to do and not enough of tham to do it.

An inclident to illustrate the typical operation condition which uccurred
on December 1231 A call from AWS resulted in orders for o flight to become
airw-borne. Lieutesants Dunlap, Spser, and Andrews were selected. Dunlap
designutod & north to south tuke-off and the flight started to taxi out to
the North end of the rurmay. Dunlap reached the ond of the runway and then
charged his wind and texied to the othar end. There was little light and
the presence of a rather hoavy fog cancelled what sffect that light might
have hade There was no radio contact (radio silenbe) und Spuer watched Dun-
lap taxi out of hie sight in a few yards and assumed that he had taken off.
He waitod tls resuisite thirty seconds and then needled his own ship., Alre
barne just over Dunlap'e hoad caused wore than aw zan to swallow his heart,

leing conditions were always present and both men and ships suffered,
Two P=3c's flying airealert over Turnigen Arm iced up suddenly and spun out
of control. JImm pilot, Boothe, escaped by bailirng out, landing on en ice-
flow in Cook Inlet., Yarbrough, flying an O~49, landed in an iceflos the
mXxt day and picked up Boothe, none warse for wear. ‘

Inshore palruls south af Cseward wire run regularly thraigh the prevail-
Lig bad weuther. All patrols wure flown to the maximum range of the B-l3'as,
To make it possible to search greater sreas flights ocoasionally landed at
Yakutat to rust and refuel, returning to Elmendorf the following day. The
holidays, Chiistass Day and New Years Day were generally disregarded except
for & fuw lupranpt celebrations curried on by tired fliers.

}9%4) COn Decewbor zbth Lt. lamputl began patrol flight that ended on Jan=
uary 6the Bud weather forced him to cancel his plane to retum to Elmendorf,
and he lanxied at Yakuta. The same weather grouniud him thore until New
‘Yoars Jay., The weather iamproved a little and he laft thy ground intending to
oouplote his flight to Elnendorf, MNorth of Yakutat he ran into heavy cloud
bank but comtinued his £light on instruments toward the LElmendorf range. He-
cause he could not trust the rangs completely he climbed to 18,000 fest but
found that the range had faded out campletely. He turned back toward fordova
and {nitisted &8 13t down oa the Cardova range. He broke out at 200 feet but
found that the boaam hud split in the storm and carried him some twenty miles
nrth of thw field. He landed at dusk with fifteen aminutos fuel remaining.
Hore he reuainsd until January 6th whon the weathor again olearsd and enabled
hia to procued to Klmendorf without further incident.

{94 Y During tiw latter part of Jamary several flight crews wore based at Ladd
Fisld so that they aight prosecute the search for Colomsl Carr., Col. Carr
had been lpst somswhore in the Yukon Territory while flying fraum Laad to ‘hite-
horse in a-light airplans., Durirg this period thuy flew ovar terrain that
was sither ocompletely uncharted or very inaccurately charted at the best. Col.
Car was found safe at Fort Yukon. .

On February 6th the entire Squadron was transferred to Kodiak. Fraa hare
patrol flights were made regularly West, to Cald Bay and Umnak; East, to Yake
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utat; and soub h deep into the Qulf. The weather never seems to improve; flights
are still being flown under low cellings and with high winds. Winds with a
velooity in oxcess of 100 mph have been encountsred severwl times. It was,
horever, a little casier to fly out of Kodiak thun out of Elmendorf.
The squadron's first "Intimations of Immortality" arrived in the guise
of a B~17E on March first. The ship had boen prepared for cold weather flying b
at Wright Fiseld with the addition of windshield wipers, alcchol spray, winter- 3
ised ongines and other gadgets. With this ehip the range of patrol was increased =
and flights of long duration previously unknown in Alaska were completed. 2
latar in Harch three lB~30's were added to the organisation's squipment. Tn A
May & B=-17B wus assigned that had previously been flown by the cold weather . Z
test squadron stationed at Ladd Pisld, -
The four-engined ships were all equipped with radar. The radar install-
ations facilitated the prosecution of search missions through westher that
rarely presented to the pllot an opportunity to ascend above three hundred
foot and still remain contact. During the latter part of March and April most
alsaions w.re scheduled far taku-off during darkness to return ten or sleven
haurs late in daylight. During the early part of May, Cone and Dunlap flew
a B=l8A to Cold Had and Umsnak for the purpoue of teating the poassibilities for
future use of these fields foe hoavy bosbardment. On May 1l5th Marks and Made
ison flew the B=~17E to Umnak and landed there. Thesu two flights marked the
first landings of boabardaent shipe in the Aleutions Islands., Cons flew the
B-17E to Umnak on May 27th and remasined there until June 3rd, flying daily patrols,
(weather parmitting. He returnsd to Kodiak to organize the Squadroa for active
cambat, following the attack on Dutch Harbor and lhaanak.

Oouect\‘?!}

Jume 1, 1942
m'-quadron, on this date, had earned an homored standing among the N
Alaskan Defonse Forces, The majarity of its moabers had spent over a yoar fly-

ing under adverae weather conditions, the lack of acourate charts, and

constant loing ocondition, and lived with a relative lack of many of the doivi-
1ized luxuries to which they had faramsrly boen accustamed. The squadron brought
on it's original transplanting from the states, B-18's to be used far patral

und incidental aerial photography flights. On this date many of the B-1l8's

had outlived thelr useful lives snd had been connittod to the grave of all hon-
orod croft--the junk heap. The current score in available aircraft: 1 B-17B,

l B‘l?E' 2 LB"')O'I, 2 HB'..

Pluns were complete this time to augment the wxisting bombardment force in
the Aleutians. The first £light of four E~17E alrplamws w.re luaving Sdmonton,
Canada for Falrbunks, Alaska and poinis west. Thess four ships were being
flown by voterans of thu ocivil airweys. Tholir crews were, for the most part,
recent grsduates of the various Ar Corps Schools, Ths first pllots had an avere
ago of approximately 200 hours each in the Fartress. Three other shipes were
following by one day this initial flight. -~

dune 2, A2

Lt Yare, with his entire combat orew, broke thraigh some bad westher that
encirclod Kodiak and landed. This wes the first of the new lortresses to arrive.
The other five ships und orews were at Ancharage after a false go at the fog
through which VWare had fournd a hols. One of the original seven, a ship piloted
by Lt. Wilsey, had been huald at Fairbanks for a 100 Howur inspection. Three of
the origiml flight had passed through Fairbanks and on to J/uchorage the dey
bafore. Durine the late hours of yesterday tho three aprplanvs coumprising the
second element pasaed through Fsirbanke and joined the thrue of the initial
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£11ght at Ansharage. Lt. Wilsey rejoinad the main £1ight during the evening,
Sleep for the weary travelsrs at Anchoraze and preparation for their recoption
at Kodiak,

dune 2, 1942

The six Fortresses left Anchoruge at 11100 AM this day Cnd. made an unsvente.
ful flight into Kodiauk. The Six pilots, Nickerson, (old timer), Hutrick, Adair,
Wilsey, Jostunski, Lic Viilliaws, larsded «t 2:00 PN local time. Ouring the morning

a rwport was aude by a mavy pllot Lthat hu had sighted several naval surface oraft .

and identifiud than us Japancse. Tinw atmosphere &t Kadisk was one of tenase
sxpectancy @nd hurried mepar.tion for lumediate offensive action. The .new ships
were drawn into ociawouflayu revetments as soon as they had lunded und the remove
al of bazgage and wvquiomont was lLimpdietely instituted.s The bambebay tanks were
removed by the maintenance men &nd ordnance loaded each ship Wi th six 500 lhe,
demolition bosbs, In the meantimv Captain Cons, “quadron CO, ravised orew
ussignments, Tiw wajor charge inoorporated in this move was placemwt of older
end Adaskan-axperisnced pilots as ship cammanders. All formmer first pilots froa
~ the ststes were mide go-piloty. The farmor co-pllots, Stevens, Hurt, Giddine,
Fowler, und aheelsr, were temporarily asaigned to "B" Flight, a new division

in the squadron and spent the next saven to tundars at Kodiak flying routine
patrol misslony with other pilots. Lt. ..ndroews took off 1in an 15-30 at £:100 PM
on & search girsion,

Jupe &, 1942

At approximately 6:30 Ad Lt. sndrevwa landed at Kenal with only a few minutes
fusl, Tiw laniing was aade on runsay studded with barrals, placed there to pre-
veut eliaiy ddreraft frow landing. An unbelievable landing was accomplished since
the ship touched nothing in it's landing roll, Five Fortresses left at 10:30 Ad
ti intorcept thy enuvay flewt. After crulain for suveral hours the flight signt-
ed an enuny carrier when & partion of them bpoks out of a thiok sea fog into a
wnall opuniing. captain danafield und his sntire cruw wure lost in thls momuntery
encaunter., The exact details of thoir last few seconds arv unknown for no one suw
wial ha.ponud after thy wese geun flylrg dircctly toward the cerriors Tho
raaaining five ships ruturmed to Cold By und landed tiere ut 8:00 M. Cold Bay
provented & complete luck of housing fucilities and the wxhaustod orew wure
forced to sluep whupever shelter could Le found. Col, zareckson gave a pep talk
Lhal lusted for two hours., Captain Dunlap Joined the fllght ¢t Cold ls, {rom
toadak in an Li=30,

|

duge 5, 3942

Andrews, returning from Kenal in the LB-30 topped off an sxhilerating trip
with &n exciting finish. The right landing ygear gave way during the landing and
this ship joined others in the permiunent repsir departaet . Mo one was injured
but Oick Leow found his tin hat orumpled=-he didn't like it. (Thormbrough, in
8 U=26 wew lost yestorday. 4 few lifu ve:ts were the only lnlic:tions found that
rointed to his possible fate., Five B-~17'Ls, let by the redar-equipped LB-30, left
tho ground at Cold Bygy at 431C0 PH to :earch again for tho enany. The misesion
wus puraued until 2:00 FM without success smd the flight landed on the new Ketal
strip landing mat at Umnak, Two hours later, after waiting in vain for send-
wiches, the entire Ilight again took to the eir and returmd directly to Cold Bay,
Two preceding day and a half are to be remsmbered vividly by &ll members of thip
f11ght because during this interval they had seen littls or no food. Noiailliams
felt likv offering a half interest in Hell to an m who could have produced
food at thut- time, Wilsey left Kodisk with a B=-L7E and found the rust of the
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£light st Cold Dav, VYilsey'as ship was held up at Kodiak for some minor repairs.

dupe 6, 242

The £1ight toak off fyom Cold Bay at 7100 AM and lmded at Umnak at 2100 FM
following an unsucgessful gearch for the Japs. It was on that day that the first
P-38's landed at Unnak. An unfortunate misadventure befell this pursuit flight :
while they werse enroute from Cold Bay. Soon after take-off thay sighted a mer- 3
chant vessel that the flight leader soon identified as Jupancss. The ukjppor of
the vessel, Russian incidentally, had but & few hours previously, been attack by
a Japanusee sw. In his misguided zeal to avoid further attacks he defensively
hoisted the Japanusuw colors, not realizing that his allies would mistake him for
an wawny. However, the pllots of the P-28's wore unable to sve thut the Japunwse
flags were a rse to avoid the Japs and they at once instituted a strufing ettacke
One fwsdan seaman was reported killed in this attack but the rumor was false.

The comaarder of the voswel was wrong and no blame van be attached to the FPeas
shooters. (On Juns Lth & B=26 sank an enemy crulser with a torpedo), The B-17's
left Unnak at 4100 I'M and lapdud at Cold Bayagain at 7100 PM. MNickerson, in a
B~17, was delaysd .everal houwrs in hie returan trip to Cold Bay because his wship
was stuck in the mud at Umnak, Anirews and Nickarson are Captaine. :

'Y
Jue 7, 1942

This day 4s one of rest for the prwaically'emﬁated orews of tha entire
flight. 1he amorale is high but the unergy rescrve is low,

Juns 8, 1943 N,

An vvontful day. Six B-17's laoft Cold Buy at 8:00 AM, The micsion was
anbiguous for it consisted of oirsling at 12,000 fuut avove Jutch itarbor for .
hours. The flivht finally lamd od 8t “mnuk at 2100 M, Soon after lending s re-
part way recelved tnat the ensay 1loet had been sifhted soaw four hundred miles
wost of Umnnak, The ships we:e imuedistely readied far flight and the six left
the grourd in the fece of throatuning weathar at 3:00 P, The missvion prosecut=
ed above an overcast that was solid during the etire intsrvel of flight. The
scarch rosults wore nogative anu the flight began its return to Uanak. Th:y
" resvhed the island (an evoollent bit of navipation) about 113130 Fi{, Here they
were faced with the Jifficult problam of letting down thraigin the low overcaiy
to make 4 landing on 4 ficld equippud with none of the wousrn sefejgusrdus for
anproachus aade under instrument coditions. ©n too of the overcass uvary cloud
wats & bleze of Loautiful golor sfor the sun was just setting. but once in the
elouds and dey turncd to insidious dusk. CLeeper-imto the overcast and dusk
chungud Lo nighv, Vieibility hure was redacud to zero., Frinaitly the srouna was
sightod as a dim outline just 8lihtly blacker than the water, Coujpled with the
diagor of landing on a relatively unknown fi_id at night without runwsy lighte
and a very slim fusl wargin remsinirg, was the additional hasard af low clouds,
sva fog, arnd many ships milling blindly about trying to find an ovaning, Thure
wus an altempt aude by grouni ¢rews tu light the runsays with searchlights but, in the
ignorance of flizht needs they shot the powerful beam downwing into the eyeve
of tha pilwt flying thv imcaming ship. The sdfe landing of six four engined
bombers medu under these extremoly adverse comditions is tw hirhust tribute that
can be pula to tha ocutstandirg «bility and cool nerves of every pilot in those
ships. The tribute aof high coursge can be uxtendod to evary man in those uir-
planes who saw and understood the pracarious situation. 1 baeliave those men
will recall thvis inocident uven bLeyond the many close oalls they mst in the face of
onumy fire. Lo elded ¢ buwy daye
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June 9, 1942

All ships left Uanak after dinner and landed at Cold Bay at 3100 P¥ where
they spend the afturnoon and night. 'This was the first oportunity for these
am to obtain equipmert. Their departwre from Kodiak had been so sudden and .
unplannsd thet they hsd taken nothing but sleeping bags. They all expected to 2
return in a day or so} nany saw n.thing of hodiak for over two wonths, A few 3 g’
never returnmed, Officers and men drew warm clothing from the QM and some %9
inoludsd & few nacessary tollet articles in their bumdles. é)%

.

~ dune 10, 1942 . 5
More rest for no mission was possible on this day. Temporary squadron dutive
were &ssignud during the afternoon.

. ' Jupe 11, 1942 : : :
The squadron loaded all equipment in planes and left Cold Bay at noon, landing
at Umnak ubout 2100 FM, Baggage was unlosded immedistely and the bomb bays filled
with six five hundred pound bombs (demolition). Thu Japanese had been reported at
£1ska with a force of ocoupation, Speer aund Ramputi, flying a scarch mision in the
LB=30, innocuntly flew into Kiska Harbor and were astounded to fird a ayrid of ene
emy troops busily enpaped in landing opsrationa. Ths flight lsft the groupnd at
33100 PM, anl turned toward Kiska over six humired (600) miles west. The weather at
V'iska was low broken cloud formation. They 1lew into the hurbor at an al titude of
3000 feute Ouring the run into the harbar the followlaz surface force was tabulateds
4 crulsors, 6 Jesiroyers, & tranaporta, and other amaller vessela, probably tenders.
The bebiny sttack waus mage by individual ship coumanders. Near misses were reported
but no confirmed einkings were recorded, Col. “areckson rode in the lsad ehip as
camnand pilot and squadron loader. Capt. Dunlay fiew &8 first pllot «nd whip com~

mander in this oshipe NMajor Cone led the sucond elemeat. No shore installations -
were reported nuring this flight, AN

' June 12, 1942 ' C !
A flight of five took off at 3:00 F¥ from Umnak for another oreck as Kiska,
Tty westher was unusually good arouand the target. Arva bombing was the taotic
used by zany believed that individual precision boubing would have buon more ef-
ficlient since vislbility was excellert . 'Twas this day that first rovealed cone
crote evidence of the Japt!s determinition to meke Kiska a permanent base. Tent
city had arisen on the chore of kiska llurbor indiocuting that the transporis had
been empticd and troope with supplies had been transnlanted to land, Souwbing was
avcomplished at 1200 feet, luschon made 8 run on & Cruiser outside the Hurbor en-

trance and reported a direct hit. Th Crulsor wss hellsved withar sunk or vary sere
iouwly damaged.

June 13, 1942

Anat her day, wnothor misaion-~ the damned war sseams to be getting into & rut.
Tiw flight atvemplud low boxbing in the outsr harbor at Xicka with ncratlve reo=-
sults., To most participaats iu the flight the day seemwd wasted==SN.FU day.
Co-pilots Wheeler and Fowlar joined out fightin® farces via C-53 transportation
from Fodiak, the poat of luxury, Co-pilote uiddens and Hart had roportud here
tirus days previoudly; Stevens still enjoys the hospitality of tho Naval Adlr
Sation and the non-axistent beauties at Kodlak, Aftar & fow months on the ls=
lende vven hodiak looks like Loa ingules.

1
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This {s another of the days that will remain firm in the memories of the nmen
who flew, Col, Earecksen lead a flight of three B-17's and three B-2{'s to Kisksa,
The navigators were both excited and discouraged for s good portion of the flight
was made between cloud layers. The weathor was bedj a ceiling that waried from
700 to 1200 feet prevailed over the harbor, Bombing was condugted froam altitudes
Just under the cloud base with a nusher of near misses. .50 cal, fire from the
surface vessels in the harber cut the Be17's up quite thoroughly though no personnel
were injwred, Cone's lhip‘ leading the flight, had the #2 engine shat out and his:
left tive pilerced, Dunlap's ship had ita hydrauliec system punotured and rendsred 3
uselsss, All ships retursed safely., Dunlap made & beautiful landing with "no 3 a
brakes®, The radie chitechat will be good for a amile for it took Dunlap ab 53
leasat twenty ninutes to explain "No Brakes®, . , 32

. 3,

. ]
Had wenther prevented any aission today, Bewern) officers took the eppore i‘
tunity for relaxation in the form of a fishing jaunt, Their attenmpts wers suce
eessful for they returned with a number of rook cod, sea bass, ad & few unident~
1fied specios of sult wuter fish (aual) but muderous appearing croaturss).

Ded8e.2243

. 3
ama aid Stevens came in from Cold Bay in the old
relaxation, and increased participation in the hike to ths rocks oa the seasbore
about oae and one-half milss from the Quonsgt axea for
the wily fish with medievil tacklse,

Do 37,02 -. : I

Anather mission reached Kisks. Visibility was good on this day and obsere ‘
vations by crew members indicated that many vessels had left Kiska Haxrbar for
parts unknown, Five vessels were the sole remuining ocoupants of the Harbar
ares, Shore imstallations were inareasing rapidly, It was more and more eve
ident that the Japanese interded to hold Kiska at all costs and to estgblish a
permanent land base there, SFhare is oconsiderable aconjeoture umong the loocal
warriors about the Jap need for such a God-fursaken hols., The gensral condensus
of opinion seenms te be that they nied a subuarine operating base., Kiska 1s diy-
sotly in the path of the great oircle courss from Seattls, to Humsia and a sube
base would place the Japs in a secure Position from which oasy raids on our
lease lond shipping to the USSR oould be ocarried out, Army photographers flying
with the flight tock the first pilotures of the harbor and shore projects.

Today belongs teo Oane, Briakett, Albanese, and M/Bgt Btory. The tastical
plon called for periodical attacks on Kiska spaced approxisately one hour apart
Three flighta of three airplanes each were scheduled for take-off and hour apart,
with the initial takewoff at 5100 AN, The first flight consiated of B-17!s, the
second, same, and the third Be24's, Major Cone lead the firat flight and they
reached Kiska o find umwsually good visibility. The attuck was initisted at an
altitude of 14,000 foet, Tho mission was ona of individusl precision boabing,
Each bombardier seslected his target and dropped his boabs, M/Sgt Story, Conels
bombardier and an exporiensed ilaakan man, dropped his bombs with perfect acouracy
and seriously damaged & transport that was left burning furiously, The other shipe
in the formation recorded ssversl near misses, The flight left the harbor at
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Lune 28, 132

12,000 feet and returned to Umnak with no damage %o ships or persoansl,

The second flight instituted their attask at mush lower levels with nee
gative results, They reparted, however, that the transport, hit earlier in the
morning was burning furiously and beginning to settle at the stern, (Flights the >
next day reported that the transport rested on the bottom of the bay with only *
the bow showing above water). =

Brickett and Albanese made the day for they became the Squadron's first
live woundestripers, Their respestive injiries were both caused by the same proe
Jegtile under rather unusunl eircumstances, The mishap ocowrred whils cireling
to reengage the enemy. Zmsll caliber anti-aireraft fire was plentiful but the
two mon ignored it, Brickett was crouclied over his sight concentrating on his
target belowj Albansse was kneeling behind his gun, his arm resting lightly on
Brickett's leg, A projectile (probably .50 cal.) eantered the nose near Brickett's
right foot, threaded through the calf of this leg, out and through his thigh,
thense through Albanesefs forearm, out again, and through the upper portion of the
arm, and then out through the top of the ship, Both were teken to the hospital
inmediately following the landing., Their wounds were painful but serious only
in thet the injury incapsoitated both for some time, Brickett returned to Umnak
in the latter purt of August but Albanese, suffering with splintered bones, still
roemained in the hospital at Elmendarfi-and was ov‘onmuy returned to the States,

a1, 1942

Bo missioa but the saverkraute-~and--weiner didt that has: prevailed for the
past two or three weeks is rapidly becoming the beat hated pertion of life on
the Island, 4 change in menu would evoke heartfelt cheers from all our mea.

dRee-20s. 2942

No uission-~bad wegther. An artiocle should be written glamorizing the snonye
mous meaber of a combat erswj the overshadowsd, insignificant oo-pilot, Oms
Bl7 and ons orew returnsd t¢ Anchorage today-ethe ship for necessary repairs and
the orew for essential relsxation, Anchorage is the metropolis of this part of
Alaska and the desired mecea of all man tired of rain, mud, saverkrsut and
welners} in short Umnak,
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Today a new practios is instituted. Bember gormand now plans to send a
weather ship to Kiaka each day to regord weather conditions over the eatire
flight distance and over the target, Such aotion will obviate unnecessary and
incompleted missions that are predestined to faill bocause of bad weuther and
would also assist the commander in planning the attack before take-off, The
value of a weather ship is evident and it is surprising that the service was not
ingtituted soconer,.

A routine mission followed but results were not observed, Bomding was
through the overocast., It is doubtful Lhat extensive dumage was wrought sincs
the target is concentrated and relatively susll and the type of buasbing 1s nscese
sarily inaccurate,

. . - - !
. d5ne.22.. 4248 :

Ne missien, Bad weather follows the activities ef the Bquadros, 1iks
8kockusj the husky, follows Col, Eareckson,

L e . § EBeetas an A e el et s s iy A TRE . et et e o
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e 22, 1344

o nission, (we imteresting development glsaned vis short wawe radio~-Tokye :
radio reported five ships lost during the ococurse of the 'Aleutian Campaign. The

2
Navy wust have gotten a coupls for it secms certain that the Jupanese radio would :,
2ot be oversealous in transmitting news of losses and we haven't sunk all of them, 2

Dapt. Dunlsp flew the weather ship today. Ylasw through soup for over four
hundred miles., Pound a 12,000 foot ceiling at Kiska and advised Cast One Victor,
bosber command redio, of that condition, Hawewver, by the tiue the Combat unit
recched the target about fouwr hours later the weathsr had olosed 4in and made an

offective attask impossible., Thsy dropped their eggs through low overcast and
believed they hit the ocamp area through confirmation was not possible, '

e 24, 1948
Teday 1s experimsntel day, Geveral days have bLean apent chesking s home=
made ingendtary bomd (gasoline-filled rubber cesing with a blagk powder detonator)
Three #+17's loadsd with this type of bonbs made a wedium levul attack on the
shore instullutions. Soms gunners reported suoke secn but no denage was reparted

by a susceeding flight, It was bolieved that most of ths bombs dropped 4in the
harbor, The bombs oould not Ye declared either successful or unsuscessfill,

026,122

The ADO (Alaskas Defense Command) fears an attempted invmsion of the porthern N
points of the mainland of Alasks. Enemy surface forces were reported near the
Pribiloff and 8t, Lawrence Islunds, Your B-17's piloted by Major Cons, anmd
Capts. Dunlap and Narks, and Lt, Luschen were dispatched from Unmak at 12400
Noon to Nomes where they landed «t 5930 PM, Lt, Wernick commanded the extras
oosbat orew who rode as passengers, Capt, Sehneider with a group of maintens
ange men also rode, Tho four ships composed a striking and convoy foroe and were
to amslt relief ty a aquadron of Bwii's who were then on their way froa the
states,

g um woather ship, Bel7-8, from Usnak te Kiska was unabls to reach its obe
setive, ]

dnne 27,428

The squadreon is now spread all over Alaska, ¥s have ships and nen at Umnak,
BOU. mw‘. and Kodiak,

‘Umnak weather was rein, rain, «nd wore wud with swusrkraut and wolners
spiced with csanned salmon, It was rumored that ow navy in conalderabls foroe
was noar. There was no substantiation of the rumwor,

At Nome the erews were settled in tents, A few of them atteapted to dig
foxholes but were stopped at a depth of froam eighteen inches to two feet by
rogklike frosea groung.

Promotions hit like rain at Umnak, Capts, Marks, Dunlap, Schneider, Masca
and Ralseth (the latter threo atiached to the squadroa) all received their

majorities, Johm R, Snith, Ryan, Adair snd Vials received notifisation of thelr
first Lieutenancies,



=10  Juce 27,1242

The Squadren is now spread all over Alaska, Ve have ships and men at Unnak,
Noms, Anchorage, and Kodiak,

Unnak weather was rain, rain, and more mud with sauerkraut and weinies
spiced with ocanned salmon, It was rumored that our navy in considersbles force
vas near, There was no substantiation of the rumor,

At Nome the orews were settled in tents, A few of them attempted to dig
foxe<holes but were stopped at a depth of from eighteen inches to two feet by
rocklike formation and frosen ground,

Promotions hit like rain at Umnak, Capts. Marks, Dunlap, Schneider, Masen,
and Walselth (the later three attached to the aguadron) all received their

majorities, John M. Smith, Ryar, Adair, and Fiala received notification of
their first liautenancies, .

. Reneke
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June 28, 1943

4% Umngkeekoiser piloted B=17 to Anchorage for repairs and reat for the
orew, At Nomoeethe good weather that had been existent the day before dise
appoared and rein took ite place, A system of alerts was established, make
ing 1t impossible for a differect crew to bu avsont from duty during each
twenty=four hour period, ¥erniok's crew want into town of Nome to seo the
¥atives in wolion, They reported steak dinners Yor tine noainal fee of §2.50
served in the quiet and restful atmosphere of the Polar Bar Grill., Civili-
satiog in the raw., Good whiskey is wvery ressonabls and the asasortasat eould
be considered & minor miraole cunsidering the difficulty of shipping such
iteas from the states, There were many new and surprising things to be seen
in Nome, lome is proud of its boast that a greater tonnage of liquoy i
shipped in to their port each year than food (rumor), ™

Lune 29,1942 )
lio mission~=bad weathere-or, bhusiness-es-usual status maintained,

Jane.30. 1244 | o

Three 17's on standby for immediate take-off following a satisfactory

roport on conditions at the target from the weather ship., Negatiwe report
was roperted, .

X 1o 1%
Standby and no takeeoff, The best is not good encugh for thiswather,

Al .2, 1042

Major Mason, weather ship, reconnoitered the islands of Attu and Agattu,
the nost remote of the Rat Islands group. He found extensive uvidenue of the
Jap inhabitation of these islands., At Agsttu the orew reported three transe
port and four war vessels, type undeternined, They encountered no opposition.

Seven B-24's flaw a bombing mission to Kiska., Results unreported,

Andrews was assigned a special flight to the Pribiloff Islands to
investigate the reported presence of a Jap destroyer in that visinity. At
the saxe” time, two of the 17's at Nome were dispatched on the same mission,

The vescel was essily located but failed to return proper ideantiffoation, 4

.



Be24's went to Attuw-results unreported, B-17B was flown on the usual weather
mission,

Y 4. 0248

Capt. Cranston flew his crew in the 0ld war horse, the B-18A, from Umnak to
Kodiak for rest, mental relaxation, and recreation, Muon and Keiser were on stande
ky-no takee-off,

Thie day of flag waving, of spirited and patriotioc -pocohu. of downtown
parades of fireworks and merriment in the states, was passed in Alaska simply as
snother day. The day meant nothing more than to prompt an occasional rezark as

®"#hat & hell of a way to celebrate®, The lNome detachmsnt saw leaden skies and
torrents of rain,

Jul¥ 3. 1942

Mason flew the weather mission but returned short of his goal becauss of the
usual inclement weather, WNelseth and Keiner were on standby but no take-off,

Nome detachment ate and slept their unvarying routine, A U, 8, sub entered
the Kiska harbor and succesefully torpedoed several vessele and escaped unharmed,

.y £..1942

Helseth flew the weather migsion and relayed an affirmative report back to
Bomber Command, Mason and Keiser in 17's and Ramputi in LB-30 left the ground

at 8110, Xiska was bombed successfully, Keiser with his little imp returned
for the third time with.nne engine out,

-~ -
PO A

Hajor Hebert flew the weathaer ship to Attu, The fligh$ required 11 hours and
15 minutes and he returned with plenty of reserve fuel, The B=17B is a light ship
snd is capabls of greater range than the " Ev,

duly 8.2242

Ramputi flying & Be24 was weathered out of Umnak and landed at Cold Bay, RON,
He had returned from a combat mission sssignment with the 27th 8quadron, WOCO
28th Comp. Gp, sssigned Brown, Dowd, Druke, Osburn, to 8quadron,

July 9,.1942

Ramputi returned from Cold Bay, He was glad to get back, The two 17%e ree
naining at Umnak were both out for engine changes. The dreaded summer fogs
seem to have started, The weather has been bad enough but old timers say that
sumner is acoompanied by the worst flying weather of the year,

... SA Y™
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July 12, 1%2 .
Ramputi flew weather in & B=2,. Mann and Axdrews flew some loocal boabing prace
tice missions, At Nome four ships flew tactical formation practice and later flew
a ground gurnery mission. 7This was the first and last local flight of all shipa

from Nome during tis untire stay at that base., The compasses were swung on all
ships during ot her brief flizht.s. T,

duly 13, 1%2
No Mission==bad weather.

dJuly 14, 1942
Speer flow wut.h'u- misslon, He was forced to returned because af the weather,

July 15, 192 -
Andrews took-off on weather flight but the customary bad weather forced him bagk.

~ The soup in the meantime had socked in at Umnak and he and his arew hit the sack at

Cold Bay that night. Nebert was caught ocutd de while on a "eslow Time"™ local aission
and helanded at Cold Bay, RON.

July 16, 192

Andrews and Hebert returned floa Cold Bay. Mann and Kelser doth flew local
missions. The detachasnt at Nome was relisved shortly before noon by the long
awaited flight of B-2is. They laft the ground at 13100PM and lami ed at Umnak about
five haurs later. The squadreon is reassuning an appearance of a full combat sqhadron.

The ssmbers of the crews who had spent s0 mich time in Nome were relisved to return
to their rougntquarters here for even in the primitive conditions at Umnak, they
found fresh clothing and otlesr personal effects. The entire flight had left Usnak
sone three weeks befare, packed for a tirve day sojamurn.

Juy 17, 1942 (

Our second -combat loes eccurred today, Major Marks with his orew that includad
Lts Giddent and Mitts wore lost over Kiska., Marks was loading a flight of 3 B-17s
in an attack at 15,000 feet on Kiska Harbar. Anirews and Kelser wore flying wing
positions. They reported.that Marks sighted several ereay airoraft and identified
as float modified Zoros, and imaediately initiated violent evasive action. The ‘three
ships were separtasd and the attacking aircrafi signled out the famation leader and
goncentrated their attack on him., In a few moments his right onainu burst into
flane and his ship went down out of contral,

Ramputi flew a combat mission in a B-24 with the 27th Squadron,

Wernick flew several

-
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He was sosompanied Ly Lta, Were and Daughtry, The WX a$ Umnak was bed as uswmal,
The mmmy was a8 low as 10O feet and a sea fog suwrrounded the isknd during
the greator part of the day, BSeveral daoys after the report of the loss, Majar -
Wlsseth's ship was found on Cape Udak, the southwest end of Umnak Islund, The
ship had burned and the bodies of the crew wore identiffed mainly by clothing
and other articles near the bodies, They were buried noar Nikolski village a
short digtance from the soens of the orash, Those were the only buriala in the
Squudrone=bodiss are rerely found in our job, It was asydmad that Walseth had
made & landfull on Unnak and had endeavored to follow the goastline to the field,
An unexpected land projoction oaught him, He orashed only twenty feet froa the
tap,

P ¥ajor Cone flew %@ Elmendorf for ship repairs end rest,

Ll 12, UL
Dunlap made & deternined atteapt to find Walssth but weather balked the project,

Ry 20, 2242

Cole I, Racputl and Xolser assigned combat mission. The bost weather conditiens
in weeks prevailed, A curious ocoincidence coowrred, 411 three ships returnod on
three enginos, Kelser laft the flight at or near Atka island when his #2 enygine
begen to vibrate excessively, Col, E. and Ramputi continusd on to Kiska, The Col,
started to dimd to altitude at Garelol islund at 40 inches manifold pressure and
1800 rpe, The cliub was contimued to 22,000 feet. At that altitude the ahip was
turoed over to the bLozmbardier Dick Low,a.ndhehndnwallsmonm
The #3 eungine on Col, E's ship went outj oil was flowing freely on the top of the
nagells, the Col, thinking that the serial angineer wus fit'ing the top twrret
asked the turret guaner to look at the engine and disgnose the trouble, Inntead
of the engineer in ths turrot (cne of the other gunners had tsken his place) snse
wering with a toohnlcal anslysis, thesoe words cume out over the interphone, "It
looks like 0il to mu, 5ir.* Ths Col.!s face tuwrned rwd and he barkud, "iat the
hell did you think it was, festhers?® Ramputi's ship had #3 engine shot out Yy
eneny airoraft (two made several heud-on attacks) and his bombardier, Molianus
caught & piece of shrapnsl in his hesl. He completed the bombing run. MHoMenus
was hospitalised upon his return to Umnak, lie was awarded the Purple Hasrt and
returned 4o the States a ocouple of months later,

Schoeider brought a ship back frod Elsendorf, Dunlap, Speer and Keiger
Jsigned on attaok nisaion on Kiska, Dunlap returned prematurely becauss of an
oxygen leak, Lt, Urown with the first replacement crew from the States, reparted

to the Souudron at Umanuk,

, Slx 23, 1342
Hobert flow "slow time® lamallv. Thraa R.17la and 8 24 ——- . . -
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July 23, 1942 BN

I8 wma rumored, with aa air of authority behind the rumor, that this day wes
to be "L day ror the lavy. (The Navy plunned to shell Kiska from off shore
positions and had desiguated the seoret dato as *B* day).

DY 20 d%3

Three B~17's and 1B 30's on standby, Dunlap, Ramputi, and Andrews on standby
with B«2.'s, The entire Bomber Command was assembled in the firat mass military
formation the air Yorce had scen sinace reaching this Island of Umnsk, Col, Bare
sckson was presented the Distinguished Service Croas fof bravey beyond the call ef
daubye Bo earued it, !

~AT.230 1R, o
nnmu flew the trusty old L3.30 on a search mission for Walseth's crew, |
His silp has nat teou found yet, Three B-17's stand by no teke-off,

duly 26, 1942 ' ;
Dunlap flew the LB=30 en search mdon-tound nothing, Three 17's on standby
no hkoooft. " i

‘ | .
Three 17%s on standby no take-ofl,

4Mr.28..19%42
Three standbys oa 17's, Andrews and Cranston returaned from Klmendorf,

Cone, Crmt.on. Hotriok, Ranputi, and Wernick were assigned comhat missions.
Formatinn Meow through soup for several hundred niles, At times celling wus sere
axd visibility laesy than 50 feet., Climb to wltitude wos slow, The first flight
mot neither antieairuru(t fire nor fighter oppusition, Uombs werv dropped in forms
ation through brokea alouds., Results were not observed, Cone returned on three
eugineu, Andrews flew Li«)0 on photographio mission, Today is "B day. Thirty
minutes after the bombers delivered their onms the MNavy wus scheduled to &hell
the Harbor and shore installations. In seven mimites tuvy threw sevaral tons of
hirh explosives with doubtful results, They lost & acuple of slow olwervation
and fire ocontrol planes but thut was the extent of the duamage to our foroes., The
Naval exploit was widely sdvertised in the Stutos-—good morals fodder for the
sivilisns it is assusncd,

ady 30,2942

luaghen, Mann, Keiser, and McWilliams on a aombat misaion, Andrews flew
photo mission again in the LB,



olie
uly 32,2942

Three 17's on standby during the morning, B8tandby status was determined at
noon and Cranston, Werniok and Hetrick were scheduled for practiocs bowbing missions
in the afternoon, Ramputi flew LB<30 on a photo mission, Bomber Command hes ree 8 2
queated thet s mosais of Kiska and other strategically important islands be made, 59
Xats, G111{land and Csry with their conbat orews were assigned to the Squedros, 3

Auguat 1. 1942

Asdrows flew the phote mission to Kiska ia the LB, The Base Photo lab, Section
on the island ig szall, under-mannod and their faoilities are being severely taxed
in the effors to finish the large numdbers of pictures taken daily, M, Epees, W.0,
has borne the brunt of this load and commendation is due him for his unfeiling
enorgy. Three 17's were opn standby during the zmorning hours, In the afternoen
Cone, Mann, and Kolilliams flev a local bombing missioneelow lsvel attacks,

duguat2,.1942

. Three 17'a on standby, Andreva on ataniby far photo mission in IB, Veather
prevented takeeoff, Xelrer flew orews #6 and J3 to Kodfsk for rest,

Auguns 1. 292 P |

Ramputl, Wernick, and UoWilliswms flew coxbat, Andrems again flov tho usual
photo missioa, .

AUiat b 223 SN

Epeer in the 1B, Andrews, Mann, HaWillinne, in 17'a flew patrol, Todsy the Japs

sttempted to assume an offensive «gain when they droppsd several 100 lb bonhs on the
navy sesplane enchorage in Nagam Bay on Atka Islund, Their accuracy was poor and

no damazo was rosorded, The siroraft uged in this attack was four engine flying
boats, Kawunishl type,

ARt %2942 ' ' o

Cone, Wann, UoWillians, Speer, Hetrick wars gohedulad as navagation and weather
esoort ships for Pe)8's. The Command has degided, following the attack on Nasan Bay
yesterday, to send P=38's t0 patrol the area and prevent future attacks, The
shooters are incupable of any extonded navagstion or inatrument flying, D=17's
are to aot as mother ships, The first two flights coupletud thelr wisulous without
incident, NMowWilliars, with puashooter pilots, Amhrose and Long had more luck, Mae
flow a short distence mest of Atkn and a@potted two of the heavy Jap bombars, He
{umediately rediced their pocition and g-.urae to his peashous'ers, wno were oiroling
arcund Atka, They jumped to the kxill, They attackod tho two bonbars and downed one
furediately, The other turned tail and dropped iato sume low oloude, "Bird dog*
NMo¥illinms dropped through the olouds cover and flushed the quary underncath, The
Jap ship climbed above the elouds again, diveatly into the mouth of the Lion, Both
the 32's were ready and number two honoradls Jup bomber wont down, Ramputi flew
patrol in the LB, Xats and Gary with other crew replacersnts joinsd from Elmendarf,
froah from the civilimation of the states,

. . ,
. \

; w

. .

The peashooter patrol is'‘being continued. --Andrews, Wernick, Hetriok,'Cone snd .-
MoWilliams oohodulodi.. Veather wax:sbad till afternoon. 'Ramputi flew patrol in tye” L8,
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Auguat €, 1942
Mana and S8peer flew low level attack practice bombing missions,.
.
Andrews is Lt. listriek, 8pecr and Ramputl in 17's flew patrul missions, 32
Gooe and Wernlck flew combat missions. 5 3.

ducuat £,.2948

Andrews in LB, 8peer, Ramputl, Cone in 17's patrol, Ksiser tetwned from
Kodiake

Auunt 2,.19042

Ranptui, Luschen, Wernick comploted combat mission, Andrews flew LB back
to Kodiak,

Auguat 10, 1942
Cono, luschan, Kelser, Werniok, Ramputi completed coxbat missions,

ducust 1), 1942

3
Tie aquadron, with the exoeption of Speer's orew and a few maintencoce men
were acheduled to retwrn to Xodiak for rest and to give the ships a thorough cheek,
Cone, Keiser, luschen, Ramputi, VWernick were pilots on the returning ships and
each carried an extra orew and baggage. Four ships searched Unalusks coast en»
route to find a missing PBY, Negatiwo findings, Pouwr sh'ps landed, at Achorage
that were westhered cut of Xodiak, One ship landed at Xodiak,

Spoer remained at Umnak and flew photo missions on every awailable oppore
tunity for the next few days.

Auguat 12-16 1942

During these next few days Bpeer flew seversl missiocns in an attespt 0 come
plets & high altitude moselocs of Kiska Island, Pursuits at Kodiek and Elwendorf
wore varied, The navivators seliod the opportunity to swing gompssses and cheok
thelr equipment, All orews fluw practice weriul gun-ery missions at Elmendorf
and sevoral pilots flew transition, Some bosbing mis3lona were schaduled and
flown on the praatice range near Kodiak Islund, All men relaxed ia olesn olothe
ing, slept betwe:n clean sheets, and drank good liquor,

Auguat 17, 19432
An investigating Congressional Cormittee landed at Usnak this afterncoa
and interviewed Speer and other Commanders, Happy Chandler set foot ia Umnak
mud but pulled it out agaim quickly, The group returned %o Cold Bay,

Major Walsethis dody amd thoge of hiis entire crew were buried at Nikolski,

1
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Augupt 18, 1942
Speay flew photo mission to Adek

Auguatdd. 1948
the

8peer flsv a 24 to Blwendorf with scme Adak island photos for inspection dy
enginsers and the ADC Commander, Andrews and Mansfield were awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross} Mensfield posthumously,
Auguat 2, 1943

Bpeer lefd Umnak in & Be2{ at 12300 for Kodiak with aerial photos of Adak,
Adak photographs indicate that the ialand 1s to be cscupied very soon.

Major Kermit Roosevelt spoke on S-2 policies in the new mess hall at 21400

Woather was an usual « rein and sud,

Autiik 2801242

The new bath house at Umnak was installead and opensd for use, Canvenient
hows were scheduled for officers end mon, This new order euds éays of tuking
showers in a teat with water that is neither hot nor oold, and never the way m
oxpest it to be,

LB-J0 with 8peer flow weather mission in good weathar,

Augnat 23, 1942

Major Roosevelt contimued lectures on Intelligence and Interrogations,
oto,

Four of our B-17's returned from Kodisk to Umnak ond landed about 1530.
Bomber porsonnel abosrd inoluded Colonsl Prince, Captain Thompson, Capt., O'Brien,
A new command instituted.

The weather between Unnak and Kodiak was excellont,

Auguat 23, 10462
At Unnak & new thing has been added,
WoBEe

Movies are being shown in the enlisted
This recreation hus a distinot valus a8 a morale builder,
sons new outlet for their normal energies,
Spoer flew photo mission in 1B-30,

The men neod
Andrews roturnud from Dutgh Herbor in the B-18,

Auduat 20, 1942 -~
Keisar flaw the woather nission to Xiska,
forced to land at Satellite Pleld,
for servicing sirgraft yet.

Ft, Glenn closed in, Xelsor was
This 1s the new strip and has no facilities
The wen have been asted to pay a dime Zor the movies theoy see to defray the

expense of showing such movies at Umnak, Oeneral Hutler came in from Flmandorf
tod.ag.



August 28, 1942

All flights on the alert status from 15300 until 16300,

Thre B«17's were sont to Kiska on oombat missions, The ships wers piloted
by Col, Ereckson with Wilsey and Madison as wing men, Take-off was late and ree
turn to the field was after dark, Maedison landed first, coming in through a
heavy rain safely., Colonel Ereckson landed about thirty minutes later with little
difrioulty, However, Wilsey is lost, Wilsey was flying on Col, Ereckson's wing
until after dark when he was lost in & turn through some thick soup, He was
evidently unfumiliar with the tiny iulands they flew over and must have fbm out
to sea, At the last radio it was estimatoed he had between fifty minutes and an
hour's gus left, There was no further contact. Several lights were directed in
a vertical beanm at the end of both runways to give all possible aid should he
come within sight of the field. The fog was very heavy,

At 18130 a B-24 atteuwpting a forced landing, slipped on the steel rTunway
apd dostroyed a tire, Dumage was . slight.

A P=38 pilot lunding at the Satillite field overshot the rumway and cracked
up hie abip, '

August 22,2942

An alert was oalled hy the Bouber command about 14130 and all pilots, cow
pilots and navigutors were requested to assemble at Bémber Command headquarters
for a briefing, %“ho Wriefing wms oconducted by General Butler and Col, Ereckson
and thu method of atteaok employing B-28's with other heavy bombardment was
1llustrated.

The navy had reperted a strong task foree of enexy vessels some three.
hundred miles noruh of Umnak, The briufing continued for about thres hours, when
a message was recelved that the task force was our own fleet and not the eneny
a8 reported, The alert was cancelled, letriok and Wheeler flew the B-18 in
s search umigsion attempting to locate Wilsey's ship, The usearch failed. They

were unsble to perform the search earlier in the day beoause a heavy ground fog
persisted until nearly 18400 olelock,

Aucuat 20,1942

Weather ship piloted by Hetriock left at 05330, ¥Wind welooity to within
& hundred miles of Xiska was below 16 knots, but at that point they evidently
hit a much stronger wind.for after they let down through the overcast, they
found themselves over water and Kiska nowhere in sight, 4t this time, the wind
velooity was recorded in excess of 50 knots from about 80 dogrees, The return
flight was rough and the strong headwind persisted until the weather ship passed
the 1sland of Atka., They landed at the Satalite fisld after 11 hours and 15
ainutes of flying with between 10 and 30 grllons of fuel in each tank,

Three B-17's escorted by P-38!g took off for Kiska, but were forced dack and
also lunded at the Satalite field,

Auuet 31,1942

The wind is strong today and the »ain oconstante«no flving,

Dinner today rought & very unexpsoted treate-fried chicken, We haventt
seen that kind of food for a long time at Umnak,

r .
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Sactepher 1, 1942 ) o -
K
No flight, Weather bad, LR
' 33
Weather has been good today, Missiom unknown, . , %
Sanianhar J..19%42 .
Ba26's ossayed & raid on Kiska today, Be24{'s socompanied by P«38!s also
wade tho target,

P+38 reported a very successful raid on Kieka yeaterday, Those peashooter
boys are a bunch of bloodthirsty sons of guuse Lavin repaorted that he had
knosked over a line of Japs with very little trouble, It was evidently a mess
lino, Quite a mess, '

Wilsey's ship wes reported erashed on the northernmost islamd of the Ise
lsnds of Fow Uountains., It wus later determined that it was not a B-17 but
& navul Patrol Bomber, PBYe2,

One of tho peashooters was shot up a littls on,his trip over the target,
Roturned safely, *

Ssvkaubor J,.12/3

The PBY found on the Islands of Pour Mountolns was plloted by Ensign Saith
s Xaval Plying Observer who had previously been assigned to Liaison duty with
owr squadron for several wooks, le had mude many [riends,

saptamber. 8,122
A B=2/, reported the sinking of & destroyer outaide Kiska Harbor. The

sinking was unconfirmed for the B-24 wus flylng weathor mission alone,
P-38 mission with 24's und 17's wus oapcalled because of weather,

santember 7, 1942
itission unknown,
Ssateaber 8,142
The saheduled flights to Huizam Bay were cancelled booause of the weather,
Ssntombar. 9, 1%2
Poashooter patrol flown over Adak,
Santezber 10, 2942

Today a lending was made at Longview on a field the Army engineers have
completed in lsse than ten days, The work should almost be ocalled a miracle,
This fleld at Longview will put Kiska within the ruuge of all types of airaraft,

»
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Saniaaber 11, 1342

Bowe of our 17's mede a landing at Longview today. The runway is short,
but operation of heavy bombardment is possible, Be26's will probably hawve
considerable difficulty in oporations from that runway,

saptonbar 12, 1942

Heavy bombers are now training for low altitude attacks, B-2/%s and the
fow 17's we have left are working on bombing runa below 100 feot,

Tuis day will be remsmbered us the clearest and niocest duy that we have seen
since we first landed at Uunak,

Septonbar 13,1942

13 flew the photo mission to Kiska today aceompunied by two P-38's, They ran
into a 1ittle excitement out there when four Zerce attacked them, The only
damage wis & 20 millineter whell in the bomd huy of the 1B, HNo ons wus injured,
A P=38 shot one Zerc down in flames, and the gunners drove snother Zero awy
before the flight loft Kiska Harbior, Eight surfece vessels wors in the harbor
but the LB ourrded 10 bombsj thurefore, no attack wis made on the surface eraft,

Septogber o102 °

The first major operation from longview was conduoted today, Be24{'s
eucarted by P=38's and P«390s on a straffing attack, The P«39's had their
first experionce in coambat and did an excellent jobe Colonel MoCorkls was
veory ploased with the men in his Pe39 Squadron,

santenber 14, 1942

17's are to be stationsd at Longvisw to condust photo missions and weathep
misaions, ke have only four ships now in ocomnisaion. B-24{'s are right now

nacensarily varrying the heavy burden of combat today, #ish to hell we had
more abips,

Sautenber 10,1942

Iapossible to reash Longview becsuse of bad weather, lass and crew ase
signed to squadron; Sweet eo=pilot, Draham navigator and McDonald bombardier,

Soptenter 17, 1942

Bad weather, No flying, Members of thiﬂtmpoot.or Gensral's Deopartment were

on the island today moking a periodioc inspeotion of personnel and adminigtrative
faoilities, '

It is hoped that the inspsetion will prove a stepping stons to better things
and an inorvuse in administrative efficiency out here,

Santeuber 18, 1942

17's landed at longview with a proposed mission for the following dey of
photogruphing duxage to shore installations at Xiske Harbor Wy the Fighter Sqdn,

ﬁ‘:'“‘c\'se
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Yor a Post that had been taken from an Island completely uninhabited and
within the short period of fifteen duys, it is a narvelous scens of industry
and ingonuity. Living oconditions, however to men who are accustomod to the
comforts of civilization are terribls, ¥Where motor wehicles have moved for
any length of time, there is a quasmire of indeterminable depth, Tonts have
boen pitohed on the low hills of grass that are about two feet in height,

The constant fog and rain that prevail at this 1sland make living a wot and
niserable existence, Type "C¥ ration is the only food aveilabla,

Sapkexker 12, 1942

No mission, Veather bad,
It wun reported thut 8 Zaros had been shot down on Soptomhor uth.
NMainenance of airplanes is very difficult here at Longvisw,

Santanber 20,1942

Three B«26!s came in today. They are tho firet, and it is doubtful 4f
they will bo able to take off carrying a full load of boabs and a torpedo.

The following awurds wero made in the Squadrons PUPRLs MiART:
dajor Jack Harks, First Lisuteanant liarold Mitts, Sacond Lioutenants Lyle
8locum, ¥illiam ¥are, James Daugherty, Franois Carnwell, John Giddins, and
Irving Berwenj Staff Sergeants, John Cane, Normaa Holm, Oral Paul, Sergeant
loland Taylorj Corporala, Konasth lMelson, Ndgar Rogers, Jr,, Edward Dwells,
Privates Hubart Smith, Theodore Alleckuon, Edwin Bettolaon. Hobert Bro'n.
Consetto Cuatagna, Wilfred hellenbrand, and John LeBur, A
Major Jack duerks, Captina: Frunk Luscen, Fruderick Ramputi, Robert Speer,
Lucian #ernick, Lioutenants: Delbert Hetrick, Major MoWilliams, John Smith,
Welter drickett, Hayws H, Ciemons, Jr,., Raywond Adair, Jumes Rysn, Albert
Wilsey, Jr., Donuld Coakley, Raymond Fowler, Robert Jostenski, Ceorge Moser,

Richard Leow, Hurold Wittas, Phillip Sevilla, Thomas Armstrong, Lawrence Hanson,

8epiinus Hughos, Billy Hoon, Jarvis Prichard, David Stevens, William Vare,
Jumes Hart, Billy Wheeler, Jamea Daughtery, ilaustor Sergeantss Richard Walker,
Glen lathom, Dale Pewfitt, John Mehalus, Norman Thruewitt, Clair Halls,

Staff Sergeantsj Earl Fevinger, Jr,, Norman Holm, Robert Hancoek, Stanley
KoGurkle, Tom Alder, Alton Mahan, Joha May, Sergvantuj Grady Ang.’lin, Bornard
Hoveluunn, Oliver Clesueats, kKiorl Hollar, Walden Mekherter, Henry Weshburn,
Truman Corley, Lestey Saith, Jr,, Viallace Werner, Andrew Hitchell, Stanley
Seger, Hubert MgKinney, Jack Wurren, Corporalsy Alfrod Pariocs, Edward Dwells,
Kenneth Nelson, Donald Fromwme, Aloyuius Horstmann, Darwin Suith, Cherles
Seltser, Johnie Burcham, Bernard lana, William Yoakunm, lHenry Gchloer, Roland
loreas, Ivan Graves, Privat.oa 3 Hubert Smith, Theodore Alleclson, Robert Brown,
Consetto Castagna and Hoxrry Arnold,

feortembor 2la. 1242

Missions for the squadron are limitsd to sporadic patrols and weather and photo

nissioms from Longview to Kiska,

Saxtenbar 22,0942
Mission unknown,

*

Sontagber 23, 13428
Weather bad, JNo missions scheduled,

e aw



«22- Gantarbar 24, 192
Hotrick returned to Kodiao for rest,

Sentenber 23,0942

Mission unknown, The following promotions were made todayt Oaptaia to
Major, Frederiock L, Andrews; Firat Lieutenants to Captains, James W, Bennett,
Jack O, Brown, Glen V. Keiser, Frank L, Muschen, Robert N, Madison, Edwin H,
Wolf, Frederick R, Ramputi, Robert E. Speer, and Lucian K, Werniock, Second
Iieutenants to First Lieutenantass Hayes H. Clemens, Jr,, Donald V, Coakley,

Rayuwond B, Fowler, Jerome N, Goodman, lLawrence ¥, Hansen, Robert P, Harris,Jr,

James C, Hart, Robert V, Jostenski, John H, MoManus, Billy N, Moon, George B,

Moser, Leopard B, ¥ye, Jarvis B, Prichard, David M, Stevens, and Billy J,
Whoeler,

Soptamber 26, 1942
Misaton unknown, ' ' .

Keptenber 27, 1942

8quadron is receiving some new shipsesThank God. However our phum
in receiving the new ships 1s tempered by the fmot that the ships have been
used as training shipe in the states, It is almost uphelievable to men who

have been in combat that the powers-thatebe should send 0ld ships to fight
the war,

Santanher 28,1942

Weather bad. All heavy bombardment shipe are ordered to Umnak and Adak
for service immediately.

Saptenbar 29, 1942
Missien unknown,

fantanbar 30,1942

Three 17's are now located at Longview,

Hetrick landed at noon, Shortly after the landing, a Zero fighter was
sighted over the field, ' This is the first indication that the Japs have any
definite knowledge of our new station, Two days later, it was reported in
the States that forces have occupied this advanced position. This nsws had
been withheld up to this time to make sure the enemy would receive no infore
nation of the movement,

The Zero that flow over the field was pursusd, but he got awmy in the
clouds,

Ranputi and Hetrick took off at 15100 on a photo mission of Kiska Harbor
At 28, 500 feet, there was a sudden explosion and the number 2 engine failed
on Hetriok's ship, The waist gunrer called a SOS over the interphons and

the ship was dropped at nsarly 4,000 feet a minute and reachsd a lower altituds,

Investigation showed that the supercharger had failed and a portion of the
turbine wheel had struck the lower turret, mortally wounding Private Curtis,
It was impossible to remove Private Curtis from the turret while in flighs,
but he was taken from the turret immediately after landing, ls lived for
about two hours. This inocident should give added weight to a previous

recozmendution that superchargers be protected bty armor to safeguard personnel

and equipment in ocase of future failures,
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Seteber.l = 2. 1248

Weather, as usual, is bad. No operations, Hetrick returnsed to Umnak 3
enroute to Elmendorf, During landing at Umnak the lower turret, shattered %
the day before by the turbine wheel, dropped completely out of its position. A
The ship was returned to Elmendorf the next day, minus both a supercharger
and & lower turret,

“

;%
'§==
5 3

Qalober 3 = 3, 194¢

Missions unknown, An estimated lfight of three Jap siroraft dropped
bombs on Longview during the sarly moraning hours of the fourth. No damage
except to nerves and sleep, Lass flew wealher mission on the fifth,

Satober €, 2942

. Andrews, MoWilliams, and Brown were scheduled for attack on Kiska, The
attack was mnde about 2300 p.m, XKelnmer flew with Col, E, to observe the ree °

sults of the raid and photograph damage, The Col, knows no fear and passed
over the camp two or three times at low altitude, _ '

Qateber 7,123 :

Rein, Who won't remember the runway under six inches of water, |
Qateber B, 122

An attack was made again today and was concentrated oa the submarine N

buse. Damage inflicted was not great, Two P=38's were shot up but returnod -
vafely,

Satober 9, 0948

Bomber Command is determined to make use of sll available daylight,

Eight missions were scheduled to take off at ono hour intervals during the
day. Nearly all crews were scheduled for two flights during the dayj one

in the morning and another as soon as bouba could be reloaded, alroraft
serviced, and the men given an opportunity to eat, The first two misaions
were accompanied by P-38%s and P-39's to proteot thea from fighter opposition,
Further protection for ensuing flights was unnecessary for no Jap peashooters
ware aloft during the day, In faot no enemy fighters had been observed during
the previous week.

The second, fourth, aixth, and eighth flights mere assigned to the 36th,
(There were just aix 17's in comnission) Mann, Andrews, Hetrick flew the first
nission, Andrews led attack on North Head at 2500 feet, Mann's ship was hit
in the empennage seotion, just at the tall gunners escape-hatch, with a 25
nillineter explosive shell, The gunner, miraculously, was saved though the
fuselage around him was perforated in countless places, The elovator and
rudder ocontrol cables were severed and the ships went into a steep climb, out
of control, The practice of setting up the AFCE prior to entering the target
saved them, The next flight was one ship short, Believe Wernick and MoWilliams
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flew thess two ships, Both returned healthy, The third was flown with Col, By 5
and Mann in the lead ship with Andrews and Brown on his wing. During the )
entire day six of the eight scheduled wnissions were completed, 3
- 2
Qetaber 20,0242

Three ships were put out of commisgion yesterday--ans, bad spark plugs)
two were damaged by AA fire. Hetriok's ship with pilerced fusl tank and Mannls
with severed cables, No mission in the morning but the afternoon saw the first
ground level attack made on the camp using an approach on the island itself.
Dunlap lead the flight with Hetrick and MoWilliums as wing men, The initiald
point was some twenty miles north of Xiska, The approach was made 10 feet
over the wuter (into the dammed setting sun) past the east side of the Voloano,
up the firet cove over land, aoroes Salmon Lagoon, and, suddenly over the
camp area, The pilots and bombardiers of the wing ships were not sure where
they were and the sudden appearance of the buildings of the canp was startling,
(After arriving agein at Longview everyone conoerned im the flight commented
on the uncanny accuragsy with which Dunlup hit the canp arsa, He finally ocone
fided that he had besn lost ard was fully as surprised as anyone else when
the camp popped into sight) The bombardiers had no time to do anything oxe
oept toggle thair loada out as quickly as possible. The bomb load consisted
of four magnesium incendiary bundles followed by ode hundred pound demolition
bombs., Each ship carried a total of twenty bombs, Several buildings were
left burning furiously. A tremendous column of smoke hovered high above the
oaump for a long time after the attack, Returned to base, MoWilliams' ship
out of eommission,

Two ships left today for repairs at Elmenderf,
Qatebar 10 1%2 | .
The squadron, besause of lack of aireraft, is again in the position where |

weather and photo missions are the only essignments, Can't fly combat with

only two shipa, +#X mission today, Brown knded today at Elmendorf with a
damaged ship,

Qataber 12, 1242
Keiser flew WX mission to Attu.

Saiteber 2d, 1948

Keiser flew a phote mission over Tansga Island, The engineers are searching
for a possible landing site on this island,

Qcteber 14,1942

This is ths day for the B=206's, S%oday they flew their first mission with
torpedoss, 7The pilots had been worried about getting off the ground with tore
pedoes on their ships, Their mission was not successful but they learned,
Keiver flew with Col. E, on un observution mission. 4 .50 cal, slug came
through the bottom of the ship, into the cockpit, bouncud off the calf of
Col. E's log and foll to the floor at his feets He pioked it up and resarked
that 1t wus-a quick way %0 pick up a souvenir,
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Hotrick bombed Attu with incendiaries in an attempt to burn the few
buildings left on the island since the Japs evacuated,

b
2
This flight, insignie 3%
ficant as it was, gave Hetrick the only publicity he received through the . 2 £
press, A US War Correspondent used the story because of its reader appsalee 32
the target was & church and Sam Newman, the bombardier, wus a devout Catholic. %3
%
luschen flew the WX mission,
Nigherson and Hughes returned to the States for further medisal treatment,
Col. E. and his radar school orews left Elmendorf in a transpart enroute to
Seattle, on their way to Washington, D, C,
Qatebar 17, 1042
Andyews and Hetrick returned to Umnak with two disabled ships, Kats
flew the %X mission, Iuschen flew a local photo misaion,
: Qotober 18, 1948
~ Brown flew the WX mission, Luschen returned to,Umnsk, Col, Prince and
Mann cams in from Elmerdorf, *
Qgtober 19, 19423
Kats, Speer and Brouwa flew an attaek niuion oa Xiska.
N
Mann flew WX missien,

Brown and 8pear flew ocombat,
fatobar 21, 12%2

Mann flew WX mission. Iuschon landed at longvisw from Umnak but lef$
again in the afterncon, MoWilliams, carrying tho vice~presideat of Pan
American Alrways, flew from Elwondorf to Kodlak,

Qotgbar 24, 1%
MeWilliams to Uxnak,

Qataber 23 = 21,0943

Normal operations were oconducted during this period, The writer knows
nothing of interest in tactics that ocourred during these eight days.
Buokuer mede his firat visit to Aduk on the 28th,

and his aide froa Elmendorf, On the 29th ths new runway was completed at
Longview and used for the first time by peashooters, Bomber Comrand planned
a night rald at this time which failed, however, to materialize, The Plang
One heavy boamber to precede the uain flight by ono mimute, dropping incendiary
bombs on the caup, The main flight was to bomb by use of the light afforded
by the burning incendiaries,

Toke=off was schaduled for five hours before
sunrise so that the returning bombers could land during the day,

General
Keiser brought Buokner
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Noxszher 1 = O, 1042

During the first four days of November rain fell in torrents day and night,
During most of this interval the rain was accompanied by winds of velooities in
excess of 60 miles per hour, 7To be abroed in this weather meant to be sosked to
the skin within ten minutes regardlesas of the type of clothing one wore, The
effagt of the weather was no dissgrecabls that many men preferred to remain in
their tents rather than face the elesmsnts during a dash to the messhall, Fore
tunately, some of us had hud the faoresight to provide themselves with cannsd
delicacles inoluding such items as soup, chili, preserved meants of all kinds
and descriptions, jams, sweetbreads, orackers, fruit julces, etc,, and with these
unugual foods they prepared mesls in their tents, thereby obviating the necessity
of walking the half mile to the mess, The mess had little to offer exoept type
8C% rations and after several wesks of this fare the men were more than eager to
eat boned chicken with bouillon or consomme and orackers with caviar paste, Howe
ever, these inmpromptu bunquets were about the only bright spots dwuring this
dreary period, '

A word pioture of the B.0.Q.'s, Longview style, during these early monthst

Into an excavation out into an embankment and overlooking & perpetual marsh
(about two feet above the normal marah level) were pitched there standard pyrae=
nidal tents. The three tents were interconnected by yolling the adjacent flaps
together and tying them, The construotion engineer fdrgot to include draining
in his plans and as a consequence the tents wore erected in an excellsnt reserwoir
some four or five feet deep, There was no flooring except a few pileces of heavy
paper that the officers had scavenged and plased near their canvas cots, Power
for the electric lights was furnished by a tiny generator origi-ally intended
to supply power for starting the engines of our ships, (Sometimes it worked but
more often 1t failed), The tentsa wers heated (within a short redius) by tiny
metal stoves, the fires were fed with cosl becouse there is no natural fuel on
this islend,

Them "The Rains Came® and that, literally, In the first few hours of downe
pour the floors became damp and in a short time there wus nothing but md, The
rolled flaps between the individusl tents proved to be excellent traps fur cole
leating gallons of water that drainod in & steady stream into the scorner of
the tont, It was not long before the floor was entirely covered with two or three
inches of water, Severazl men delved deeply into their bags and retrieved their
lifovests. The need for drainage became acute and put into the rain went the
hardy souls, armed with shovela to dig a oou:le of trenches five feet deep through
about fifteen feet of embankment,

Entertainment consisted principally of poker plauying that weant on until
after midnight, to begin again early the next afterncon, As lst Sgt. Paul
Rusbush eften bellowed heartily, "Wall, boys, when the goin'! gets too God-damned
tough for the rest of 'em, it's just gettin' good for us®,

Speer flsw loocslly om the fifth und Xeiser, flying the WX nission the followe
ing day, was weathered out of longview and landod at Umnak,

Jovsmber 7o 122

Keiser returned from Umnak, MoWilliama (lew the WX mission to Attu, A4S
Attu he found eight or nine siggle foat Zeros, a:parently beached in Holts Bay,
He investigated s carefully as possible and tock pictures of them, He saw no
sign of 14fe on the island but when he returged he found a new hole in his right
wing where a small oaliber projectile hed pilerced it,

Ruinehe
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Baveaber 14, 1942 (Con't) ' -

Speerfs flight wont through Kodiek to Eluendorf without incident, Keiser
and Hetrick left the round at 2100 p.m, and headed toward Kodiak, Xodiak socked
in just at dusk (about 5100 p.m,) and Kelser turnsd toward Neknel, Darkness fell
quickly und the two ships flew on top over the peninsulaj the temperature wus
about 10°F and the airplane heaters were not opsrating. Kelaser finally let dowa
through & snow stors on the northe-wsst side of the puninsula, Prichard, the
lead navigator oriented himself and turned north toward Heiden. It wes till snowing
but there were no serious ioing troubles, Landed &t Heiden at 73130 p.m. after cireling
for noarly thirty minutes before the runway lights were turnad on, There was ape
proxicately elight inches of snow on the runway, MgWillians left Umnak at hour

aftor Keiser hed takean off but headed directly toward Heiden and landed there just

LA

penee ReWE
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deoveaber 15,0942 « Naveoher 30, 1042
Keiser's flight spent two days at Helden, living through s blizzard, and then
went on into Elmendorf, The training schedule was immodiately instituted and in-
eluded such pursuits ass Trassitlon, instrument flying, bombing practice, gunney
practice misalons, bomd trainer, lirk trainer, end formation flying.
The tewpersturs hovered near O°F and on some days npver wont abowe 10F,

The aircruft wure not adequately winterized nor were the crews thoroughly trained
in0 oold weather uperstion and as & result everyons had trouble with the airplanes,
On Nov, 22 the squadron was orderad to return immediately to Umnak, The
entire ALC was aloerted, Our moath of training st Elmendorf hud bLeon reduced to

five days. A coublnation of bad weuther aud low teampuratures prevonted the
squadron from getting bask to Umnak as a unit, until the first of Deceuber,

Hesanbar 1, 1942

Ylying in the squadron during this entire poriod was limited to that necese
sary to glve flying timo to flight pursonnsl, The squadron wes kept on a cone
tinual alert status thut sotually meoant nothing more to the men than merely existing,
During the first week a ground alert was muintained wherein an entire orew, exe
oepting the pilot and navigator at operatione, were stetionsd in the ship from
morning until night, This striot regimen was reluxed to permit orews to remain in
their quarters dubjest to immediate call, No muaber of & combat orew wes allowed
to leave the squadron area during the day, Activities in a mooial sense, ware
lizited by these rules, December seventh pussed unnotioced,

No single fuctor has &a great an effect on the morale of the flight personnel
as being grounded and at the same time being kept on a cuntinuul reudiness status,
Patience ius & virtue that 1s rarely presant to any gruat exteut in the makeup of
a rlier und, under ciroumstances thut deny him the opportunity to sxerciss his
sk11l, he is lost, A1l men hete Lnactivity, bui the Air Corps is not acoustomed to
waiting, &on began to vie for the privileyge of being champion “gack" man ¢f the
squudron «nd Hansen won with a total of twenty ¢ix hours in onw gtretch to be
olosely followed by -411iland end Kets with about 25 hours cach, %*Qssie™ the legal
eaygle, (Oubwrn) oponsd a uew field when e introduced to the officers 'is perti-
ouler enulysis of Culbertson's system for contract bridge. To play bridge, then,
became the rel ning passion, In a hut contuining twelve msn three tables of bridge
could be started_at any bour of the duy and most of the nights Towrnsments were
started and wagei’s were made on the outcowe of the uany contests. Ousie and
Moiiilliams were, in general, 5 to 1 favorites over any other team tut when they
split, to otoose different partners and pluy against each other the odds became
Just about even.

Collection
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Regenber 1, 1942 (Con't)

During the third and fourth wecks in December terrifio winda fanned a 10
‘~gh snowfanll into s continual bligzard,
aing t'.1s storm was ovar 40 mph,
ach ensrgy as olimbing a stoep hill,

T"e average velooity of the wind
Walking required the expenditure of as

llon dreased completely, inoluding cover

"gr thalr faces, when they moved at all during the height of the storm,
Ciristnas was celebrated in a satisfactory fashion because a few men had
cardod precious cases of whiskey for that day,

New Years Day meant little

ther than the fuct it elicitod many wishea thut the following New Years would
at "still see me in this hell hole",
On Jauuary 20th, the squadron was ordered to report to Longview again,

-
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SamiarY. 20, 1943

Seven B=17is left Umnak emroute to Longview, Pilots weres Keiser, luschen,
Brown, Andrews, Kats, lass, and MgWilliams, Six aircraft arrived at Longview in
hs afterncony HoWilliums did not,

The weuther wes uncertain; equalla were prevalent over the entire route and

during the afterncon longview was ringed by fog aund olouds, The field itself was
open during the entire day,

From any point off the lsland, however, it appeared
that the fileld was sooked in,

MoWilliums was flying on Brown's left wing, Theiy
flight was made down the south side of the chain to a point just east of

Long=
view whare DBrown decided to go through an open pass between two saall islands to
the north side of Kulik Bay.

They ran into & bit of soup but were detarmined to
40 on through, The navigator in Brown's thip called for a quick turn as he sighted
land shead, Brown mude & fust olimbing turn to the left,

¥ao wes unsble to rol}l
Lnto his turn soon enough and was forced to oross over, In the orossover he tore
asarly half of Brown's right atabilizer and verticsl fin off, S8eoveral members

»f Brown's orew, the last to see MoWilliam's ship, sald that he was olisb
ipparently straight and level, when he wont ocut of aight,

No trace of his ship
» orow was found though PBI'a serrched the area for several houra during the
‘emainder of the aftarnoon,

Brown was unawure of the extensive danpge to his
hip though his eangineer told him thut a pert of the verticgl fin had been tora
tf. The rudder was uwseless and elevator was jamnoed in a level flight position.
e knuw, during his landing that they were not operating preperly but, not until
e was on the ground, did he realise the almost unbelieveble axtent of the damage

Jdamuary 22-23,. 1943

The squadron was alert but there wus no flying on ths 22nd because of bad
ather, On the 23rd Amchitia was hombed by & eocuple of Jap monoplanss,

Sone
.ge wus inflicted on the new post for they had had 1little time to ntahnlh
efficlent enti-airoruft defense,

J8IARY 2442943

Rrown flew WX missionj reported low clouds over Kiska; flaw on to Attu
I Agattuj returnsd to Kiaks,

He flew acrous harbor and drow a fow stingers
m the Jups, Luschen, lass, Uaetxick, Ramputi, Kats, and Madison flew to
Jkae Ranp led the r:lrst flight, Lass the socond.

The island was socked in
hteetried twice to get through small onenings in the elouds but failed,
gat returned to the base with their bouba,

01121lund flew the Amchitka patrols Since tho bombing of Amchitka by the
s ooourred 1t was deemwd wiee to estublish a poashooter patrol over the area
prevent any recurrence of such attaoks,

AAACY. 2341243

01111dand flew the WX missionj searched the islands west of Kiska for fresh
‘enoe of Jap ocoupation, He saw nothing to indicate that tho Japs were exe

iinge Xats flew tho regular Amohitka patrol during the mornings Hotrick took
a the afternoon, Yesterday the Japs ainmnly walted until our fighters laft

scens of operations and then flew over the leisurely fashion and again dropped
« bombs, Today, twg missions were flown to forestall such an attompt, But,

PRy



o3le
Januery 24, 2943 (Cox't)

fighters based on longview cannot stay at Amchitka until dark, therefare the Japs
will have at least an hour before dark when tlioy oen operate in comparative safety, * %

Ramputi, lass, and Madison took off about 10300 for an attack on Kiska but 2’8
were recalled bafore they were fifteen minutes cut. The flight oiroled Cape :
Adagdak for over two houra awaiting instructions that, first, directed to prow
coud to the tunget and then, fifteen mimutes luter, ordervd to return to the
h...

Reinet?
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daguary 26-27, 193

There was no flying on the 26th, However, this was the day of the party,
Colonel De Yurd, owr new Nomber Comnand C,0,, gave a party. Col, De Ford bee
lievus in friondly get-together among the officers of Lis occumand and we are
enthuslasticully in scoord with his theory-epartioularly when ocombined with
the mothod that he used tihis evening to promote good fellowship, With Col,
Cork!s experienced asaistance in obtaining whisky, Col. De Ford located two cases
of Bourbon, Into & ten gallon mess utensil he instructed au attendant to pour several
oans of grapefrult juice, To this basic liquid he added a case of the presious
whiskey and then served it in tin cups without a oprig of nint, Everyons has a
riperoaring time, singing songs, listening to jokes, .falling over the portuable
organ, etc, The party had beon held in the end of the large quonset hut that
housed the officeas’ ross room, but at an carly hour the Col, called an official
halt to the feutivities and remarked that for the rust of the night we were on
our own, Se we were, and with a vengoance, About teon men, in ocoapany with Col,
Cork, went to the squadron operetions hut and started all over again with a fresh
supply of whiskey thut mirssulously appsursd out of nowhere, It wus not long
before overyone wus huving & ‘wonderful! (spoken in & loud tone) tims, Pete
was ecgor to huve a confidential discussion with Cul, Cark and begun, somewhat
vociferously it is true, to atalk him, Pete had been spending a quiet half
hour Arin ing everything he could see and olouning his fingerncils with a bowle
knife, Of ocourse, the Ool, souldn't be expected to know that Pete merely wanted
to talk to himeeths knife was too much, The chuso went merrily on until someons
opened the door us Col, Cork passed 1t oa his thirty-sixth trip uround the stove,
Pete 8till at his heels but not grining an inch, On the lucky thirtyessventh
Col, Cork made the other side of tho room while Pete went through the duor and
made the mark on the great ‘outdoors!, Tho party brohe up about 0200, or 0300,
or 0600, or sumetinee

Ramputi flew the ¥X mission to Kiske the next moraing but the weather would
not permit ocombat operations, Most of the squadron were suffering from terrific
hangovurs any:.ay.

danuary 28-31, 1343
Ramputi flew the WX migsion to Attu on the 28th, On the 29th Hetrick, and
on the 30th #adlington (a 21at Pilot) flow the weather missions, Both were ore
derod to return short of Attu. During the ufterncon groat exsitomnent reigned; a
submarine had been sighted off Cape Adagdak, 4 17, flown by Lass, was dispatched
to the soene and instituted a search imrediately, They persisted in their search
for over two hours, The bombardier finally sighted the conning tower and the ship -

rushed to the kill, dropping several dopth charges, Somoone remarked that there
sssmed to be about a dosen submarines within an area of about one mile rediusj a



danuary 28-30s 1943 (on't)

" sharp investigation disclosed that the periscope "feathsr! was sstually only a
whale doing his dully dozen, It is aswumed that the first 'sub'attacked was
swk with all on bourd,
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On the 3lst C1118land flow the WX mission to Attu, He ran into a hornatle

nest there, for six “erols jumpod him, He needled his 24 and hit cloud cover;
no dandge o his airplane,

Kelser, lass, lewis, luschen, Kats, and Madison flew & mission to Kiska on
the 31lst. Col, Do Ford, flyin; with Keisor, led the formation, The flight was
nade contuot to a point about 30 ailes !B of Kiska, The flight was agocompanied
by mediuns and peushooters. Tha Col, lod the flight abowe the ovarcest at about
8000 feet but found that Xiska waus covured by the olouds, They returned without
dropping their bombs, This was Col, De ¥ordls first trip over Kiska.

hJ ‘ -

Bad weathor during these three days ovar Xiuka, On the 2nd, Col, Do Ford
ordered a dress rehearsal of his new taotical plan, His attack plan mukes use
of tlawe types of uircrafty puushooters, wediunm, am!:hoavy bouberse The pese
shouters are to provide top coverage to proteot the bombers should ensmy air
oppoeition appoar, The attack 1a to be timed so that the mediumn, carrying one
hundred pound demos und smcke bomhs, reach the targut just one mimite ahesd of
the heavies, The heavies are to bruak formution and attack the target at differe
ent altitudes and from different directions, The rehoarsal did not work out
exactly as it was plannod, At & goneral bomber comand meeting that evening,

Col, De rard analysed the atteck, pointing out the errors and offering sorrece
tions for thea, . ’

g FVSL]

Hetrick flew the WX mission, He was attacked by three Zero's off the east
shore of Kiskue Two head-oneattacks wore mude and one firom tha rear quurter,
Thls latter attack was quickly routed when Hetriok turnad toward the attacking
ship and brought his top turret, waist, and tall guns to bear, The combined
fire wus too much for the Mips, #deuther was excellent,

An attuck was mede by six heavies, six mediums, and ten peashooters. Iuschen
lod the attuok, On his wing wore Luss and Msdison, all three flylng 17's,
The secoud olewent of 24's were flown by Ham;uti, Katz, and Gilliland, The
fUght enrouto to the target wus memorablo for at the halfvay point Ramputd left
tho formation with a broken fuel linu, With him went his two wing men and all
the poushooturs, It wus not until Ranput! wes forced to break redlo silonce to
tell his followers thut ho was leaving the formuation that they turned and again
houded toward Kiskse, In the moantine the first elemont accompanied Ly the two
flights of mdium bombers elimbod to 4000 foet and epprouchod the island from
tho north, The attack was nicely timed &s far as thece ships were consernud
for the mediuns went across North Head, dropping their smoke bomba, about 30
seconds before the heuvies attacked, Ths heavies broke formation o signal from
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Insghen and diverged: Their runs were well timed for they sonverged over the
target, luschen dropped no bombs (rack failure) but lass and Madison attacked
the sub base and a new transport in the harbor, respectively, Kuts, who had
flown wide open in an attempt to rejoin ths main flight, followed Laus aoross
the sub base sbout two mimutes later, Gilliland with the peashooters oa his
wing came up & few minutes later but ths attack was over and he did not drop
his bonabs, Five Zero's attacked the formation but Aid little damage, Three
of then were hit but none were seen to crush,

Zalruary 3 = 7, 1943

No flying on the 5th, Keiser, MX to Kiaka and return on the 6ths On !
the 7th lass flew WX mission, He returned direct from Kiska, '

Fobruary 8, 1243

Madison flew the WX mission to Attu today, Kiska had a ceiling that did !
not oxceed 600 feet, Madison circled the island about 500 yards off shore,
orossed Little Xiske Island, and then proceeded tov Attu, He reported that
the top of the overcast was 24,00 feet, suitable for time and diastance bonbing
fron the voloano, The ship drew fire from the big guns on North Head s they
passed over Little Kiska, The WX at Attu wes overcast at 1200 feet with TOVO
ut 4500 feet.w He, Madlson, after observing the islund from an off-shore pbdint
distant about two miles, entered Holtz Bay to inspect the enemy motivities
there, He went directly imto the harbor at 600 feet, enoountering no gpposition
whatever, He turned to lsave the bay, after observing that the ensxy evidently
was not prepared for defense, when, suddenly, all Hell broks loose, AA Dursts
appeared nn all sides of the ship over a projecting ridge and hurriedly left the hare
bor, The Japs had waited patiently until he was within 500 yards before opening
rire with their battariss, At that, they're damned poor markssen,

Ramputi led a fYight (G411iland, Kata, Hetrick, #adlington) of B«24's to
Kiska, They tombed from the voloano through heavy broken olouds, Pllots ree
portad that their boubs foll in th» camp area, AA fire was heavy but bursts
were behind the flight,
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Fohruaxy Q.= 10,1343

There was no flving on the 9th, Ramputi flew the WX aission, covering
Kiska, on the 10th, but was unable to oontact the base by radio to report
favorsble weuther, He returned to base snd landed, The combat flight had
tuken off about an hour before he lunded ond was led by Speer in a 24 with
Lass and Madison flying 17's on his wing. The seaond element af 24's were
flown by Hetrick, Xats, and Gilliland, The atteok was made at 5,000 feet
in CAVU weather using formstion bombing tactics, Madison, on the right
wing of the first element made an individual run bessuse he was unahble to
stay in formation with the 24{'¢, The second element made an attack in
formation, The results of the raid were satisfactarys several buildings were
destruyed in the main camp area and & fusal dump was destroyed, Hadison's
ship wag hit two or three times; none were in vital apots, :

&
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Fabruary 13 - 12 ]ﬂ‘:

0i11iland flew the WX mission on the 1lth but was foraed to retmrn shart
of Kigka by an activw front, as wes tha attuck flight flown by Ramputl, Stinson,
Kata, and lags, Two 17's failed to oloar the ground because of engine troubles
There were no opsrations on the 12th because of foul vweather, -

Felruary 13, 1943

Luss flow WX to & point south of Attu (avoliding Kiska beonuse of CAU
weathor) where he ran into an aotive front and turned hagk. Speer, Stinson,
Gi1Y1land, Rauputi, and Hotrick flew the Cowbat minaion, The attack was made
et 7000 feet from the voloano, Speer made three runs over ths target because
his bomb rucks falled to operate mroporly. Stinson, though he had dropped his
bombe on the first run, stayed with S)reer during the subsequent trips thruugh
the AA fir¢, No leader was going to lose that man, Clouds over the target -
poper nede acourate obeorvation iwposuiible,

Sehouure JA = 15, 1043

Madison flew the WX migaion on these two days but!was forcsd back by
woather on the first day and wrs recalled by bomber comnand on tho secoude
On the lith, Constantine Harbor on Anchitka wes attacked again by two singls
floet Zero's and three double float Zero's, They did no danngs to our defenses,

Today the first group of men to leave the squadron far reassignment to
other outfits in the States left, They went aboard the troop transport, the
Ste Meholl which was anchored in the outer harbor at Longview, This move has
been rusocred for mrny months and the realization of those rumors wue greeted
eagerly by all the men. It means that after nine or ten months of oombat
servioce in this sone the men will be allowed to revisit the Statos for a
poriod of time, Andrews, Keiser, Luuchen, J, R, Suith, Leow, Prichard, lianson,
Fowler and Nye with seventeen enliated men (all ocombat porsonnsl) left in this
§F0UPe

. Dahruory 18,2943

ladison agein flew the WX mission with Letter results than on the previous
two duys, Ho maw two Zero's near Kiska and wasted no time in petting away from
the vicinity of the island, The woathor was unusunlly glear ovar the entire
flight distance froam Adak to Attu, only cocousionsl rain squulls to break the
punahine, Temputi, Kuts, Gilliland, Spoer, und lass flow the attack misaion.
(Hotrick fatled to cleur becsuse of ergino troubls) The flipht wus forced to
retura beczuse low clouds obwourvd the 1slund und wade attack inpossible,

Eabcuare 17 = 19, 194

No operational flights wers made on the 17th, On the 18th Ramputl flew
¥X mis:ion. Bumbor Commend fnsletud that all flying officera be briefed
thorouchly in gurface ship identification aftor this nission was complotid,
Ranp found six surface vessols two or throe miles off the coast of Attu wxler
an unlimitod ceiling, He wus unuble to identify them but assumed that, since
they wore 80 olose to an easmy position, they were Japanese, lie made a run
at 10,000 feet but his bomb racks failed to funotion, AA fire was sparse but

-
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the bursts were unusually large indicating very heavy oaliber guns. He turned
buck to buse becsuse his racks had frogen and he was unuble to release his Loumbs.
Our tasmk force shelled Holtz Bay on this date. There was no attack mission on
the 18the On the 1l9th Gilliland flew the wx mission but was recalled by radio after

he had been flying about an hour. Lewis and Wheeler were checked out in Be-2,'s
on th' l9tho
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FPebruary 20, 1943

Gilliland flew wx missions. Combat flown by Speer, Hetrick, lass,
kadison, and Stinson (Katz returned to base shartly after take-off). The
Five 3hips make individuul runs from the north. Pilots reported that the

raid was ouccessful; most bomba dropped in the camp area. Lasa's ship was
hit in a couple of places, not serioudly.

‘

February 21-22, 1943

No oporational flighta wore made on the 2lst. On the 22nd Lewis flew
the wx miesion, reporting unfavorable wx around Kiska. However, the attack
flight, Ruw.;atl, Katz, Gilliland, Jeuva, wheeler, M¥dison, took off but were

forond to retuwrn to base becsuse of bad weather north of Kieska &nd around
the ialund itself,

Yebruary 23, 1944,

Lewis flew the mx misasion, reporting favorable weather, The attack -
flight, Ram putl, Kitla, Gdlllland, Luss, vheeler, and Kadison, left the
ground at 0915. The heavies were acoompanisd by six amsdiums and eight
peashooters. Kiska was overcast and bombing was accomplished through the
overcast in formation. No results were observed. The baombs load was

unusual; it oconsieted of thirty one hundred pound dumos and five phos~
phorus incendiarics.

Pebruary 24, 25, 1943 ‘

, Ko ocombat flight was made on the 25th but Ramputi, on wx mission,
reported good weathor at Kiska., The weather at lougview prevented a combat
flight. On the 25th the LO4tLh beyan to fly missions in preparation

for selieving the 36th. Beria, 4LO4th, flew the wx mission. The dtack
flight, Luss, Lewis, (following imen were 404th) Olaen, Davidson, %iahl,

and Mc Loarly bombed under a 3500 feet ceiling. Lewis's ship was damaged
sertously by several ldts from eueny As fire. Lt, Pappas was his in the
stonach vy shrapnel and died about ten wminutes later. With his ¥ engcine
out and his #1 engins on fire, lowis was forced to land on the short

runmay &t Aughitka. His hydraulic aystem was also out and he had no

brakes for lunding. The ship nosud up after it ran lato the soft tunirae
off the und af the runway. Though ell remg-reé of the crew wers cut and brulsed,
nonw, eoxcept Lt. Pappas, were injured very suriously. A merchant marine
midahipusn, Matthow, who had begged a ride over Kiska, was riding with
lewis on this trip. He was treated for minor brulsvs and then returned te
Adsk in a UBY where his Libert; ship was docked. He go aore of a thrill
then he had bargained for.
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Fedbruary 26-28, 1943
The s~uadron was relieved during ghese days by the A4O04Lth and returned
to Umnak, Speer chauffeured General Buckner to Elmendorf Field from
Longvi awe The 36th was scheduled for a month®s rest and training at

Uannak, This training was carried on when weather permitted until March 24th.




