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National Fossil Day Features the Moropus Found at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.





Harrison, NE:  National Fossil Day continues the celebration of the 50th anniversary of Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.  On Saturday, October 10, there will be talks, activities and games for the parks celebration of National Fossil Day.  This year features the Moropus, or spare parts animal, one of the animals found in the Agate Fossil Hills.  Activities begin at 9 a.m. in the visitor center.





Ranger Caleb Prater has been researching the “Spare Parts Animal” or Moropus during his time here at Agate Fossil Beds and will be sharing his knowledge on the Fossil Hills where the animal was found if weather permits.  If the weather does not cooperate, he will speak in the theater.  Activities such as digging fossil cupcakes and learning how fossils are formed will be available all day for kids and the young at heart.





This is the fifth annual National Fossil Day which was organized by the National Park Service to promote public awareness and stewardship of fossils, as well as to foster a greater appreciation of their scientific and educational values. National Fossil Day is Wednesday, October 14, during Earth Science Week, however Agate Fossil Beds celebrates on the Saturday before to allow more people to enjoy the festivities.  Visit the website at � HYPERLINK "https://nature.nps.gov/geology/nationalfossilday/index.cfm" �https://nature.nps.gov/geology/nationalfossilday/index.cfm� to learn more about National Fossil Day and events in national parks around the country.





This event is a part of a series of programs that Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is hosting this year as part of the National Park Service’s Find Your Park campaign. Find Your Park showcases everything parks can be and the wide range of opportunities they have to offer, highlighting wellness, recreation, community, education, history, culture, and preservation of the environment. Find Your Park connects people to parks, redefining what a park can be, and the important role they play in the lives of current and future generations. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://findyourpark.com/" \t "_blank" �http://findyourpark.com� for more information.





Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission to Agate Fossil Beds is free.  For more information, call 308-668-2211 or 308-436-9760, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/agfo" �www.nps.gov/agfo� or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook and Twitter.
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About the National Park Service:  More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�. 















