Record Of Determination For A Temporary Closure Of Buzzard Point Marina Due To the
Concession Being Discontinued and the Need To Conduct Facility Stabilization, Maintenance,
and Safety Related Projects

Pursuant to 36 CFR 1.5(a), National Capital Parks-East is temporarily closing Buzzard Point
Marina effective January 1, 2016, to ensure public health and safety while the area undergoes
facility stabilization, maintenance, and safety related projects and activities. Violation is
prohibited and any person having property there must have it removed.

This temporary closure is necessary because on December 31, 2015, marina concession
operations by Buzzard Point Boatyard Corporation will be discontinued and the marina closed.
Once closed, the park will begin removing marina-related infrastructure, conduct repair,
maintenance and improvements, and implement certain safety and security measures. Less
restrictive measures will not suffice because of the need to close the marina for the park’s work
to occur and to protect public safety and health. The closure is not of a nature, magnitude and
duration that will result in a "significant alteration in the public use pattern" because of the
limited duration of the closure, that other nearby park areas in National Capital Parks-East will
remain open, as well as because other adjacent marinas are open to the public and available
to boaters. Indeed, in a joint letter from the park and Buzzard Point Boatyard Corporation
dated August 31, 2015, all boat slip holders were advised that concession operations would be
discontinued and the marina would be closed on December 31, 2015, that no new concession
contract prospectus would be advertised because the level of investment now needed for a
marina concession was not financially feasible, and as alternatives they were provided a list of
local marinas, boat surveyors and mechanics.

Once the park’s rehabilitation work at the marina site is finished, and assuming necessary
funding and staffing exists, we anticipate that the area will be reopened to the public for limited
recreational activities in the spring of 2016. Notice of the reopening will occur through park
announcements and posted signage.

The temporary closure of the marina does not constitute impairment to park resources and
values and will not adversely affect the park's natural, aesthetic or cultural values. It does not
require significant modification to the resource management objectives. It is also not of a highly
controversial nature because of the temporary nature of the closure and that other alternative
marinas exist nearby. Accordingly, the National Park Service determines that publication as
rulemaking in the Federal Register is unwarranted under 36 CFR 1.5(c). This is consistent
with National Capital Parks-East’s past partial and temporary park closures, the legal opinion
of the Office of the Solicitor, and past judicial adjudications.

Pursuant to 36 CFR 1.7, notice of this temporary closure will be park announcements and the
posting of signs at conspicuous locations along the existing fence line as well along the water
line to alert boaters. Finally, pursuant to 36 CFR 1.5(c), this determination is available to the
public upon request.
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