
National Capital Planning Commission



The United States 
Congress established 
NCPC in 1924 and later 
designated it as the 
federal government’s 
central planning agency.

National Capital Planning Commission
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Review Authority in the Region

The National Capital Region is more than 6,475 sq. km 
spanning the District of Columbia and several cities and 
counties within the states of Maryland and Virginia.

In Maryland and 
Virginia, the 
Commission’s
recommendations 
are advisory.

NCPC has 
approval authority 
for federal land 
and buildings in 
the District.
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Principal Activities

•Comprehensive Planning

•Federal Capital Improvements

•Review and Approval of Federal Projects

•Special Initiatives
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Urban Design Review

NCPC reviews federal development in the region to ensure it 
meets the highest design standards and complies with the 
Comprehensive Plan.

Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial

Old Post Office Redevelopment 5



Recent Projects

•National Museum of African American History and Culture

•American Pharmacists Association

•Carnegie Library Redevelopment
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National Museum of African American History and Culture
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National Museum of African American History and Culture
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National Museum of African American History and Culture
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National Museum of African American History and Culture
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National Museum of African American History and Culture
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National Museum of African American History and Culture

•Pedestrian level views

•Views towards Federal Triangle
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National Museum of African American History and Culture

•Impacts on views from principal corner 
streets

•Blocks views of Washington Monument, 
but less than other alternatives
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National Museum of African American History and Culture

•Impacts on views from top of Washington  
Monument

•Eliminates open space and alters visual 
boundaries of Washington Monument 
Grounds
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American Pharmacists Association
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American Pharmacists Association

•John Russell Pope, architect

•Building dedicated in 1934

•National Register documentation 
dates to 1970s
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American Pharmacists Association

•Perimeter Security Project

•Adverse effects on views and grounds due 
to loss of trees
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American Pharmacists Association

•Replacement of trees and construction of sidewalks and retaining walls will 
cause adverse effects on landscape
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American Pharmacists Association

•Adverse effects on views along 22nd Street, particularly towards Truman Building
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Carnegie Library Redevelopment
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Carnegie Library Redevelopment
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Carnegie Library Redevelopment
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•Level and Age of Documentation

•Focus of Documentation – landscape traditionally was not focus of nominations

•Conceptual nature of landscape characteristics 

Summary
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