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1. Name of Property 

historic name ___ --"-H-"-'o""'t""e"-.l -'-.A.!.!l""b""e""rt'--__________________________ _ 

other names/site num ber __ ----'-H""-o"-t~e'-'-l -"S'-"t'-. -'='S~te"-l'p'-'-h.:.::e""'n'--________________________ _ 

2. Location 

street & number 13 East 1 Olh Street [ 1 not for publication 

ci ty or, town Manhattan 
) 

[ 1 vicinity 

state _-,N~e-,-,w_Y-"--,,o~rk:.!.T ____ code NY county _ --"-N,:.oe::..:.w.:......."Y'-'o=r-'-'k ____ code 061 zi p code --'1'--'0'-'0'-'0=3'---__ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act , as amended , I hereby certify that this [Xl nomination [ 1 
req uest for determination of el igibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements as set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion. the property [Xl 
meets [l does not meet the National Reg ister criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant [ 1 nationa ll y 
[ 1 statewid [Xl locally. ([ see continuation sheet for add itional comments.) 

Date 

New York State Office of Parks. Recreation & Historic Preservation 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion , the property [ 1 meets [ 1 does not meet the National Reg ister criteria. ([ 1 see continuation sheet for additional 
comments. ) 

Signature of certifying offi cia llTitle 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

[ 1 entered in the National Register 
[ lsee continuation sheet 

1 determined eligible for the National Register 
[ 1 see continuation sheet 

1 determined not el igible fo r the 
Nationa l Register 

[ 1 removed from the National Register 

[ 1 other (explain ) _ ___ ______ __ _ 

Date 

date of action 
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Name of Property 
5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(check as many boxes as apply) 

[Xl private 
[ 1 public-l ocal 
[ 1 publ ic-State 
[ 1 publ ic-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

[Xl building(s) 
[ 1 district 
[ 1 site 
[ 1 structu re 
[ lobject 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

N /A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(enter ca tegori es from instructions) 

Domesti cl Hotel 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIANI Renai ssance 

LATE 19th & 101h CENTU RY REVIV A LSI 

French Renaissance 

Classical Revival 

Narrative Description 

New York Countv, New York 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing 
2 
o 
o 
o 
2 

Noncontributing 
bui ldings 

____ __ sites 
______ structures 
______ objects 

o TOTAL 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Reg ister 

N/A 

Current Functions 
(Enter ca tegori es from instructions) 

Domesti ci Multipl e Dwellin g 

Materi als 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stone & Brick 

walls Brick 

Stone Trim 

roof _______________ _ _ __ 

other Iron 

(Describe the historic and cu rren t condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 
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The co-op apartment complex known today as "The Albert Apatiment Corporation" is located at 23 East 10lh 
Street in Greenwich Village, Manhattan. The boundaries of the property are described as Borough of Manhattan 
Tax Block 562, Lot 1. Today's Albert incorporates four distinct structures now functioning as a single entity, 
occupying the entire blockfront of Uni versity Place between East 10th and East 11 th streets : 

1) The fonner Hotel St. Stephen, today known by the cooperative as "Building D"_ at 50 East 11 th Street, built 
in 1875-76 as a combination and alteration of three earlier row houses, to designs by architect James Irving 
Howard. 

2) The adjoini ng Albert Apartment House, today known as "Building C," at the comer of East 11 th Street and 
University Place, built 1881 -82 to designs by Henry Hardenbergh, and converted to a hotel - the Hotel 
Albert - by 1887. 

3) A 12-story extension to the Albert, known as "Building B," on University Place, built 1903-04 to designs by 
Buchman & Fox. 

4) A shOli er extension, known as "Building A," on the northeast comer of University Place and East 10th 

Street, built 1922-24 to designs by Willi am L. Bottomley working with Sugannan & Hess. 

The Albert was converted into an apartment build ing complex in the 1970s. The exteriors of the Albert and its 
two additions survive largely intact; their interiors have undergone various renovations, and little original 
survives. The Hotel St. Stephen lost its original fa9ade in the 1920s. 

Exterior 

The former Hotel SI. Sleph en 

The original fa9ade of the fom1er Hotel St. Stephen_ on East 11 til Street, was stripped in the 1920s when the 
building was converted to commercial use. Six stories talL it features a two-story base with simpl e storefronts 
and windows above, and an off-center entrance framed within a stone-faced classicizing sUiTound. Its upper 
stories are faced in brick wi th simple rectangular window openings_ and simple stone coping at the roofline. 

Th e original Albert Apartments, southeast corner of University Place and East J /11 Street 

The eight-story-tall original Alber1 Apat1ments is a picturesque Victorian structure whose des ign depends on the 
contrasting colors and textures of its various materials - red brick, brownstone_ lighter Nova Scotia stone trim, 
and wrought-iron balconies. 
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The Broadway fac;ade is organized as five bays, defined most clearly at the first story by storefronts. In the upper 
stories, the nOlihemmost bay at the comer of East 11 th Street includes three windows, wh il e the remaining bays 
comprise two windows each, for a total of eleven windows. The first story is distinct in its design from the 
upper stories - each storefront is framed by fat piers of red brick with horizontal stone stripes, each pier capped 
with an omamental panel inscribed with a leafy floral motif and topped by a small triangular pediment. A flat 
comice, articulated with altemating long rectanf:,'1llar and small square panels, runs along the top of the 
storefronts. The storefronts themselves are not historic. The second story is marked by windows with segmental 
arched brick lintels . and light-colored Nova Scotia stone, topped by a Nova Scotia stone band course. At the 
third window in from the comer, the pattern of windows is intelTupted by a square-headed window with a label 
lintel and a tall tliangular brick pediment; at the south side of that third window from the comer - and again at 
the south side of the seventh window fi-om the corner - there is an ornamental pilaster inscribed with a leafy 
floral motif. The third- through sixth-story windows are simple rectangular openings with light-colored stone 
lintels. Ornamental stone supports for wrought-iron balconies appear above all the third-story windows except 
for the third from the corner. At the sixth and seventh windows from the corner, the panels are framed by 
miniature angled brick piers with stone bases and caps, and they support balconies of stone and wrought-iron 
rather than wrought-iron alone Smaller, curving balconies appear at the first and second, sixth and seventh, and 
tenth and eleventh windows from the comer at the fifth story. A shallow cornice separates the sixth story from 
the seventh and eighth above. The seventh story continues the brick facing and square-headed windows, but 
groups the first and second, sixth and seventh. and tenth and eleventh windows as pairs beneath tall brick 
pediments. The eighth story is a sloping mansard roof, into which new windows have been punched. 

East 11th Street fayade 

The East] ] th Street fayade is similar to the Broadway fayade in its organization, with some differences. At the 
first story, bays are organized as ilTegularly-spaced segmental -arched openings, some wider. some nalTower, 
with the fourth bay from the east serving as a secondary entrance to the building. Each of the upper stories has 
ten window openings. The second story is similar to the second story on the Broadway fayade in that it is faced 
in brick with light stone trim, but includes slightly different details. The third through sixth stories are similar to 
those on the Broadway fayade, but the five westemmost windows have no balconies - except for the fifth story, 
where the fourth window from the corner does have a wrought-iron balcony - while at the eastern end the first 
and second and third and fifth windows at the fOUlih. fifth and sixth stories suppOti balconies; these balconies 
are alTanged as a pair of stone and iron balconies at the fOUlih story supported on sholi angled brick piers: as 
two separate iron balconies at the fifth story: and as a single two-window-wide balcony at the sixth story. Three 
tall brick-faced projections rise into the air above the seventh story. 

Hotel Albert addition 0/1903 

This twelve-story addition, three-bays wide, rises in the middle of the block on University Place. The middle 
bay is wider than the end bays throughout the fayade. The first and second stories are faced in rusticated stone; 
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the first story includes a square-headed entrance (to a storefront) in the nOlihemmost bay, approached by a short 
flight of steps: the second and third bays are occupied by French windows with iron railings. The second story 
windows are square-headed windows with footed sills. The upper stories are faced in brick, with stone trim, 
including stone quoi ning at either edge of the fayade: the central bay windows are framed with light stone. The 
third story is set off from the base by a balustraded balcony - projecting slightly at either end bay - supported by 
carved vo lutes. The windows at either end are set within stone frames and topped with stone pediments. Above 
them, at the fo urth, sixth and eight stories, the end bay windows are topped with neo-Federal li ntels, while at the 
fiftll and seventh stories the windows are topped by stone voussoir blocks topped by panel s connecting to the 
footed sills of the windows above. The ninth story is set off from the lower stories by being fi-amed entirely in 
stone; the windows are separated by large. elaborately carved volutes supporting a projecting cornice topped by 
a wrought-iron balcony serving the tenth-story windows, which repeat the design of the thi rd-story windows, 
with stone frames topped by triangular pediments. The tenth and eleventh stories are joined by brick piers 
topped by stone Ionic capitals . The twelfth story slopes back slightly, and its windows are set within elaborate 
stone frames topped by semi -circular pediments with ornamental carving at the center. The north and south 
sides of thi s additi on. which rise above the neighboring pOliions of the building. are undeveloped. 

Hotel Albert addition of J922-24 

This six-story bui lding at the northeast corner of University Place and West 101h Street has a rusticated stone­
faced first floor with brick-faced stories above. 

University Place fayade 

At either edge of the stone-faced first story and the brick-faced second through five stories. the comer is marked 
by quoins of alternating length . Each story has four simple, square-headed windows. The windows at the second 
story are marked by simple keystones in the brickwork at their tops . A simple projecti ng corn ice separates the 
fifth from the sixth story, whose comers are marked not by quoi ns but by square stone panels each with an 
elaborate cartouche. Above a second, much nalTower cornice the roofl ine is marked by an iron rai ling with brick 
suppOlis . . 

East 101h Street fayade 

The East 101h Street fayade repeats the ornamental treatment of the University Place fac;ade. but is significantly 
longer. Instead of four windows set between quoined edges, the East 101h Street fayade is di vided into three 
segments, each set between quoined edges: the center segment contains five window bays, while either end 
segment contains three window bays. In either end segment, at the second story. the central window has a stone 
sUlTound topped by a segmental arch pediment supported on slender volutes. with a wrought-iron balcony below 
it. At the center of the central, five-bay segment, the complex's current main entrance is set within a stone 
enframement rising to a triangular pediment sUPPOlied on slender volutes. whi le the window directly above is 
topped by a broken segmental arch pediment, framing an urn, also supported on slender vol utes. 
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Entire new fayade in the 1920s 

Former Alberr Apartments. East 1 1 Iii Streer and Universi0' Place 
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A projecting arched entrance at the northem comer of University Place, as shown in historic photographs, has 
been removed. 

Hotel Albert addition of 1903 

The staircase and entrance at the north bay is an alteration to what was originally a window. as shown in historic 
photographs. 

Hotel Albert addition of 19J2-24 

The iron railing with brick suppOl1S at the roof line is an addition , replacing a simple coping shown in historic 
photographs. 

Interiors 

Most of the interior rooms. both the pri vate residential rooms on the upper floors and the public rooms on the 
first t100r, have been reconfigured. Much of the loss to the interiors had already happened by the 1950s and 
1960s, before many of the writers and musicians who made the Albert famous in that period had moved into the 
building. While there is not an abundance of surviving detail in the way of lobbies and parlors from the grand 
hotel era, many of those details survive within residential units, including original fireplaces and vario us 
moldings. In temlS of public spaces, two of the more elaborate secondary staircases survive. Today the complex 
is entered from East 10111 Street. where a modem lobby stretches deep into the buildings and connects to 
elevators and staircases. Its configuration is more akin to the Hotel 's lobby during the 1960s period of 
significance. At the first floor elevators, the early-twentieth century mailbox is extant. Upper floor hallways are 
additionally ITiore consistent with the later peliod. Out of the several phases of construction, the fonner St. 
Stephen retains the least amount of interior integrity, having at one time having a factory use. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing. ) 

[Xl A Property associated with events that have made 

a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

[ 1 B Property is associated wi th the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 

[Xl C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type , period , or method of construction or that 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic va lues, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction . 

[ 1 D Property has yielded , or is likely to yield , information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all boxes that apply. ) 

[ 1 A owned by a religious institution or used for 
relig ious purposes. 

[ 1 B removed from its original location 

[ 1 C a birthplace or grave 

[ 1 D a cemetery 

[ 1 E a reconstructed bui lding, object, or structure 

[ 1 F a commemorative property 

[Xl G less than 50 yea rs of age or ach ieved significance 
within the past 50 yea rs 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets. ) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 

New York Counnr, New York 
County and State 

Areas of Significance: 
(Enter categories from instructions ) 

Arch i tecture 

Perfom1ing Arts 

Literature 

Art 

Period of Significance: 

1875 - c.1970 

Significant Dates: 

1875/1876.188111887,1887.190311 904 

1922-19'4 

Significant Person: 

' N /A 

Cultural Affiliation: 

N /A 

Architect/Builder: 
James Irving Howard (Building 0- 1875176) 
Henrv Hardenbergh (Building C -1 881 /82) 
Buchman & Fox (Building B - 1903 /04) 
William L. Bottomlev(Building A: 192,-'4) 

(Cite the books, articles , and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets .) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 
[ 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) [l State Historic Preservation Office 

has been requested 
[ 1 previously listed in the National Register 
[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register 
[ 1 designated a National Historic Landmark 
[ 1 recorded by historic American Building Survey 

# ---------------------------------
[ 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

[ 1 Other State agency 
[ 1 Federal Agency 
[ 1 Local Government 
[ 1 
[ 1 

University 
Other repository: ________________ _ 
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The co-op apartment complex known today as "The Albert Apartment Corporation," at 23 East 10lll Street in 
Greenwich Village. Manhattan. is architecturally significant under Criterion C as a handsome early apatiment 
house design by prominent New York architect Henry Hardenbergh, with additions by the fiml of Buchman & 
Fox, as well as William L Bottomley working with Sugamlan & Hess. 

The Albert is hist01ically significant under Criterion A in the areas of art, perfonning arts and literature. Over 
the course of a century. from the 1880s through the early-1970s. the Albeli played a significant role in New 
York's cultural life. In its earliest years, the Albeli attracted a respectable clientele, and many professional 
societies held meetings there. It soon became known. however. for artists and writers. and eventually also for 
political radicals. After World War II. the hotel fell on hard times and gradually decayed, but it was also in those 
years that the Albeli became a haven to writers, atiists and musicians. Due to this important last wave activity, 
the Hotel is considered on the local level to be exceptionally significant up to the early 1970s period. 

Writers who have stayed at the Albeli (or St. Stephen) include Robert Louis Stevenson (who posed for sculptor 
Augustus St. Gaudens in hi s room in the St. Stephen), Hati Crane (who worked on "The Bridge" there) and 
Thomas Wolfe (who made the Albert the model for the Hotel Leopold in his novel O(Time and the Rive,.). A 
number of African-American literary figures stayed there in the 1950s including Chester Himes, Richard 
Wright. Charles Wlight, and later Leroi Jones/ Amiri Bat-aka. Other writers who stayed include Carol Berge, 
Louise Bogan, Samuel R. Delany, Diane di Prima, H01ion Foote. Caroline Gordon, A.P . Herbert, William Dean 
Howells, Alfred Kazin. Weldon Kees. Robeli Lowell, Robeli McAlmon. Anais Nin. Aileen Pippett. Lynn 
Riggs, Aram Saroyan. and Allen Tate. Mark Twain lectured at the A lbert in 1901 , and Walt Whitman is said to 
have been sighted there. 

Visual atiists who spent time at the Albeli include painter Albert Pinkham Ryder (brother of the hotel 's manager 
- his famou s painting, "The Race Track," was insp ired by an event at the Albert). photographer Keith Catier. 
sculptors Philip Guston and Steve Urry, Abstract-Expressionist Bradley Walker Tomlin, and figures associated 
with Andy Warhol. Jackson Pollock attended dinners at the Albeli. 

Political radical s stayed at the Albert as early as 1906 (Ivan J\ 'anovich Norodny, chief executive commissioner 
of the Russian Military Revolutionary Party). John Thomas Scopes (though not self-defined as a political 
radical ) stayed at the Albert in 1925 in search of supp01iers for hi s upcoming "monkey trial" in Tennessee. John 
Gages. editor of the Daily Worker. held a rally there in 1958 . 

In the post-World War II years, the eccentric Joseph Brody presided over the Albert French Restaurant. He hung 
ali on the walls, and sponsored a poetry contest and a sidewalk flower show. Brody also offered his patrons a 
free bus tour of the Village, first on a "train" and then a larger bus - both decorati vely painted by Salvador Dali. 
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Most recently, the Albert became home to musicians. It was at the Albert that The Mamas & The Papas' wrote 
their hit, "Califomia Dreamin ' ," Lovin ' Spoonful wrote "Do You Believe in Magic," and Tim Buckley wrote 
"Bussin' Fly." Other musicians who spent time at the Albert include the Mothers ofInvention, Jim MOlTison, 
Carly Simon, Joni Mitchell, James Taylor, Jerry Edmonton, BalTY Goldberg, Gary Higgins, Howlin' Wolf, The 
Cockettes, Jonathan Richman, Otis Smith, and Don Stevenson. Many of them used the Albert ' s basement for 
rehearsals and impromptu jam sessions - as Lillian Roxon, author of The Rock Encyclopedia, wrote, "The 
basement became a sIrrine; and no musician feels he's a musician unless he ' s stayed at the Albert and rehearsed 
among the pools of water and the cockroaches."} 

Today the Albert is a well-established residential cooperative apartment complex - the pools of water and 
cockroaches are long gone. But it still bears witness to the remarkable history of a Greenwich Village - and 
New York City - institution. 

Building history 

Today's Albert incorporates four distinct structures now functioning as a single entity. The Hotel St. Stephen 
(today known by the cooperative as "Building D"), at 50 East 11 lh Street,3 was built in 1875-76 for Albert S. 
Rosenbaum, as a combination and alteration oftlu'ee earlier row houses, to designs by architect James Irving 
Howard.4 Rosenbaum built the adjoining Albert Apartment HouseS (today known as "Building C") at the comer 
of East 11 th Street and University Place in 1881 -82, to designs by Hemy Hardenbergh, conveliing it to a hotel -
the Hotel Albeli - by 1887. Hardenbergh, a pror11inent American architect, designed such major landmarks as 
the Plaza Hotel and the Dakota apartments . 

The Hotel St. Stephen merged into the Hotel Albert c. 1895. Following Rosenbaum's death, his estate added a 
12-story extension to the Albert ("Building B") on University Place in 1903-04, to designs by Buclunan & Fox, 
and a shorter extension ("Building A") on the nOliheast comer of University Place and East 10lh Street in 1922-
24, to designs by William L. Bottomley working with Sugannan & Hess. The Albeli was converted into an 
apartment building complex in the 1970s. The exteriors ofthe Albert and its two additions survive largely 
intact; their interiors have undergone various renovations . The Hotel St. Stephen unfortunately lost its original 
fa«ade in the 1920s. . 

Hotel St. Stephen. 50 East 11 th Street 

The fi ve-story building at 46-52 East 11 th Street, now incorporated into the Albert, was originally the Hotel St. 
Stephen. It was built in 1875-76 by Albeli S. Rosenbaum. 
As described in 1894 in his New York Times obituary: 

Albert S. Rosenbaum, a retired tobacco merchant and proprietor of the Hotels Albert and Stephen [sic] , 
42 and 48 East Eleventh Street respectively, died at his residence, 5 East Seventy-third Street, at 3 :30 
A.M. yesterday. Mr. Rosenbaum was sixty-three years old, and was one of the wealthiest Hebrews in 
this country. He was bom in Cassel, Gem1any, and came to this country when eighteen years old. He 
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settled in California, and by dint of great business tact, shrewdness, and industry rapidly accumulated 
money, which he invested advantageously in San Francisco real estate. The tobacco firm of which he 
was President is at 165 Water Street. Several years ago Mr. Rosenbaum came to this city to take charge 
of his interests, and since then he had lived here. He was a prominent Director of the Manhattan Loan 
and Trust Company and of a number of other financial institutions, as well as of the Third A venue 
Surface Railroad Company and other surface railroad companies of this city and vicinity.6 

Rosenbaum had acquired the site in 18687
. In 1875, he hired architect James Irving Howards to alter and enlarge 

three existing two-and-a-half-story structures into one five-story hote1.9 In 1879, Rosenbaum acquired the two­
story house just west of the St. Stephen. and in 1880 built an expansion on the site, designed by architect Henry 
Fernbach, matching the design of the original. 10 

Albert Apmiment House. southeast corner of 11 th Street and University Place, 
later Hotel Albert 

The Albert Apartment House at the south-east corner of University Place and East 11 th Street, which became the 
core of the Hotel Albert, was built by Rosenbaum in 1881 -82 as "French flats". 

Rosenbaum made an initial application to the New York Buildings Department in 188 11 for a $100,000, seven­
story building with a front of iron, brick and stone, tin roof and galvanized iron cornice, to be used as "French 
flats," with steam heat (though the Real Estate Record and Guide described the proposed building as a "family 
hotel"l\ The architect was identified as Henry Fernbach, 13 architect. that same year, for the extension that 
conl1ected the Hotel St. Stephen to the proposed new building he was initially meant to design. This plan was 
abandoned. Rosenbaum filed a new application later that same year l4 with a new plan, designed by Henry J. 
Hardenbergh. This project, also for "French Flats" and still seven stories tall, was for a larger building on a 
larger lot (the original plan called for 75 feet in the front, the new plan for frontage of94 feet), to cost $200,000, 
but with a fa<;:adejust of brick. The new building would hold 24 families. Construction began July 271881 , and 
was completed December 21 , 1882. 

Apartment houses or "French flats" 15 - so called because of their popularity in Paris - became an acceptable 
middle-class alternative to row houses in the years after the Civil War. Many were designed by prominent 
architects. Hardenbergh designed at least two others: the Dakota Apartments, 1880-84, at Central Park West and 
West 72 nd Street on the Upper West Side, and the Van eorlem- (no longer standing), 1878-79, on Seventh 
A venue between West 55 th and 56th Streets in Midtown. 16 

As early as 1887, however, Rosenbaum decided to conveli the Albert Apmiment House to hotel use; the Hotel 
Albert begins to appear in city directories that year. Five years later, in 1891, Rosenbaum hired architect Albert 
Wagner (Gennan-born architect of, among other things, the Puck Building on Houston at Lafayette St) to design 
a $15 ,000 extension to the building - extending its width by 26 feet , and adding one story, the extension to be 
"occupied by the entrance to the hotel" and described as "an open arched portico to be built over entrance to 
hotel."] 7 The extension was constructed from August 1891 to January 1892. Perhaps Rosenb.aum felt that a 



NPS Form 10-900a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section _8_ Page _ 4_ 

OMS No. 1 024-0018 

Hotel Albert 
Name of Property 
New York County, New York 
County and State 

public hotel needed a more prominent entrance than a private apartment house. Whereas the building was 
originally described as "seven stories," it now became described in the press (though not always) as "eight 
stories.,,1 8 

Addition to the Albert in the middle of the block on University Place 

Rosenbaum 's estate maintained control of the Hotel Albeli long after his death in 1894. In 1903, the estate 
planned a 12-story extension on University Place, to designs by architects Buchman & Fox. 19 Construction 
didn't begin, however, until almost a year later, March 1904, and was still underway in AUb'Ust 1904. As 
described in the Rea! Estate Record and Guide in that month: 

The Hotel Albeli annex, northeast comer [sic] of University place and 10th street, has made great 
progress lately. The steel skeleton is finished , fireproofing is done, and the exterior walls are up through 
9 stories .. .. The first two stories are of Indiana limestone, while those above are of red pressed brick 
with trim oflimestone. The design is pleasing and the building is a decided architectural improvement in 
Universi ty place. Much remains to be done, however, as the interior is still in a rough stage. 

Its eventual completion is confinned by a number of ads refening to the "New Hotel Albert" that appeared in 
1906-07. In 1918, the NeVI· York Times described the Albert as consisting 

... of a seven-story structure on the immediate comer...and an adjoining twelve-story building ... at 67 
U · . PI ' 0 mverslty ace.-

Buchman & Fox was a very active finn, designing such commercial buildings as the old Bonwit Teller 
depatiment store at Fifth Avenue and 56th Street, the atmex to the New York Times on West 43rd Street, and 
apartment buildings and town houses. 

In 1910, the New York Times announced plans for remodeling the interior of the Albeli: 

Extensive improvements, aggregating $50,000, are to be made to the Hotel Albeli, University Place and 
Eleventh Street. The architects, Sommerfield [sic - conect spelling is "Sommerfeld"] & Steckler, are 
now preparing plans for entirely remodeling and redecorating the interior. The first floor will be 
improved by larger office room and larger dining rooms. Work will began at once, and will be finished 
in May. The Hotel Albert has for years been one of the best-known hostelties in the lower section of 
New York.21 

Second addition to the Albert, corner of East 10lb Street 

Rosenbaum bought the lots on the nOliheast comer of University Place and East 10111 Street in 1890, but never 
built there?2 The Rosenbaum estate built the second addition to the Hotel Albeli only in 1922-24, to designs by 
William L. Bottomley working with the finn of Sugarman & Hess. It was first proposed to the Buildings 
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Department as an alteration,23 but ultimately undertaken as a new building24. Construction was noted in the New 
York Times: 

The popular Hotel Albeli, which is a landmark oflower University Place, at the southeast comer of 
Eleventh Street, is building a large addition, covering the long vacant plot on the adjoining Tenth Street 
com er. With its completion the hotel will occupy all the easterly block front between Tenth and Eleventh 
Streets ... 25 . 

A Certificate of Occupancy was issued for the new building in 1924?6 Bottomley, who studied at the American 
Academy in Rome and the Ecole des Beaux-Alis in Paris, designed a number of urban residences as well as 
country houses, and edited the two-volume "Great Georgian houses of America" - which likely explains the 
neo-Georgian detailing on this part of the Albeli. Sugam1an & Hess were apartment building specialists (though 
they also designed many loft buildings in the gal111ent district). 

Hotel Albeli -St. Stephen, and the demise of the St. Stephen 

In ] 895, an alteration application described the Albert as two hotels, one seven stories tall and one five stories 
tall. The Rea! Estate Record and Guide described the alteration, designed by architects DeLemos & Cordes, as 
"a hall for the purpose of connecting the Hotels Albert and St. Stephen. ,,27 In 1896 and 1897, the two hotels 

. ")8 
advertIsed as one. -

In 1920-21 , the Rosenbaum estate convelied the St. Stephen from residential to factory use29, to plans by 
architects Keeler and Femald; the conversion unfortunately destroyed the hotel's original facade. A 1927 Times 
aJiicle noted that the building's commercial tenants included Bashwitz Bros. , "one of the largest clothing 
manufacturers in this country," whose move out that year to the new Gam1ent District was regarded as the first 
important relocation of the gam1ent industry fl-om the east side to the west side. 3o By 1978, the Hotel St. 
Stephen had retumed to residential use, merged once again into the Albeli. 

The St. Stephen as a hotel 

William Ryder became the hotel ' s first manager in 1876. 31 In 1878, the Hotel St. Stephen appears for the first 
time in city directories, which also give Ryder's address as the St. Stephen. 32 An 1886 publication by the New 
York Stock Exchange Historical Review described the St. Stephen as a "first-class hotel": 

Prominent among the leading houses which maintain an excellent reputation is the Hotel St. Stephen .... 
The building is of the most modem construction, and is built in the most substantial manner. ... The 
rooms are large, airy, and are marvels of upholstery, fine fumiture and decorative art. Throughout the 
house every an-angement for convenience and comfOli is at hand .... Under able management the Hotel 
St. Stephen has won its way into the fl·ont rank of our leading hotels .33 

A description in 1891 by a traveler who stayed at the St. Stephen in 1890: 



NPS Form 10-g00a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section ~ Page _ 6_ 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

Hotel Albert 
Name of Property 
New York County, New York 
County and State 

New York has many large hotels - this is comparatively a small one. All the waiters are coloured men, 
and this seems pretty general throughout America. 34 

The reference to "coloured men" is indicative of the state of race relations in New York in that year. On the 
other hand, the St. Stephen apparently accepted some African-Americans as guests, more than hal f a century 
before hotel segregation faded from the city's life. From an article in the NeVI· York Tribune in 1889: 

The story published yesterday that two women, guests at the Hotel St. Stephen, left the hotel on Tuesday 
last because three colored clergymen, who were delegates to the conference of the Methodist Book 
Concern, were enteliained at that hotel, is said to be untrue. The Rev. Dr. C.H. Payne, secretary of the 
Methodist Board of Education, was seen at the Hotel St. Stephen yesterday, and said that the Rev. Drs. 
Edward W.S. Peck, of Washington; A.E.P. Albeli, of New-Orleans, and Isaiah B. Scott, of Texas, the 
three colored clergymen refened to, were all guests at the hotel from Tuesday until Thursday last, and, as 
far as he knew, there was no dissatisfaction on that account among the other guests.35 

An 1891 description of the St. Stephen: 

This house ... is architecturally an ornament to the city, whil e being constructed with due regard to the 
comfort , convenience and safety of guests . . .. [It] is just the place for wealthy \iisitors and tourists to 
make a home while in the city. Guests will find here every convenience and all modern improvements 
that art and science have invested or that good taste and ample capital can supply, while the furnishings 
of the house are superb, its anangements are admirable for the entertainment of guests. and its cuisine 
and services are unsurpassed. It is one of the best appointed hotels in a city noted for its superior hotel 
accommodations, and ranks in excellence of fare with any in the country.36 

The early years of the Hotel Albert 

In 1906, the magazine Modern Housekeeping approvingly described the restaurant facilities of the Hotel Albert, 
which it recommended especially to women travelers: 37 

To ladies we wo uld say that at the Hotel Albert, corner of 11 th Street and University Place, right near 
Broadway. they will find a hotel just suited to their needs. They will find polite clerks and attendants, 
cleanliness and qui et, with pleasant parlors and writing-rooms, together with a home-like air that will 
make their visit one of great pleasure. 

As a respectable hotel , the Albert attracted a respectable clientele, including a variety of associations: The 
American Library Association, 189938; the Anti -Saloon League, 19039

; the New York Educational Council , 
1902

4°; the New York Classical Club, 1900, 1901.41 Various respectable individuals also lived or stayed at the 
Hotel Albert in these early years: Rev. Charles Henry Payne, a "Methodist Episcopalian Clergyman,,42; Charles 
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T . Congdon, "editorial writer for twenty-five years on the New York Tribune .43; Miss Annie S. Peck, "Professor 
of Latin in Purdue University.,,44 

Writers and artists, through 'Vorld 'Var I 

Alber! Pinkham Ryder 

Despite claims that Albert Ryder' s brother built the hotel and named it for him . in fact the hotel was built by 
Albeli S. Rosenbaum. who most likely named it for himself, though Ryder's brotll er did indeed manage the 
Albert for Rosenbaum . and had been the owner and manager of the adjoining Hotel St. Stephen since 1876 . 

Ryder took his meals at the Hotel Albert, and it was an episode at the restaurant that inspired one of his most 
famo us paintings, "The Race Track." In Ryder's own words (which suggest that his brother ran the hotel but 
that Ryder himself did not li ve there at the time - but since Ryder refers only to "my brother' s hotel," it could 
conceivably have been the St. Stephen): 

In the month of May, the Brooklyn Handicap was run, and the Dwyer brothers had entered their 
celebrated horse Hanover to win the race. The day before the race I dropped into m y brother's hotel and 
had a little chat with this waiter, and he told me that he had saved up $500 and that he had placed every 
penny of it on Hano ver winning thi s race. The next day the race was run , and. as racegoers will probably 
remember. Hanover came in third . 1 was immediately reminded that my friend the ,.vaiter had lost all his 
money. That dwelt in my mind. as for some reason it impressed me very much, so much so that 1 went 
around to my brother ' s hotel for breakfast the next morning and was shocked to find my wai ter fi-iend 
had shot himself the evening before. This fact fonned a cloud over my mind that I could not throw off. 
and "The Race Track" is the result. 45 

In 1928, the Cleveland Museum of Art, which had acqui red the painting, published an article about it in the 
museum' s Bull etin. elaborating on the story, and concluded by claiming that 

... the newl y acquired canvas, "Death on a Pale Horse," can be fairly call ed, without exaggeration, one of 
the greatest canvases ever painted in America. 46 

Roben Louis Stevenson 

Robeli Louis Stevenson vis ited New York in 1887 and stayed at the Hotel St. Stephen. where he received 
visitors. Among them was American sculptor Augustus St. Gaudens, for whom Stevenson posed. According to 
The American Art Journal in 1972: 

This portrait [of Stevenson] was adapted to a circular medallion (originally three feet in diameter and 
later reduced in size) which was so successful that Saint-Gaudens had it copied for resale many times. 
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After Stevenson's death, Saint-Gaudens executed the memorial tablet for St. Giles' Church in Edinburgh 
(unveiled 1905).47 

Another writer describes the meeting of the two men in Stevenson's rooms at the St. Stephen (which the writer 
conflates with the Albert): 

In ] 887, while [Stevenson's play] The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde played the Broadway 
stage, they met in Stevenson's room at the Hotel Albert in New York. The sculptor found the writer 
"astonishingly young, not a bit like an invalid .. . and a bully fellow." The writer saw before him a face 
"like an Italian Cinquecento medallion." They took to each other quickly and exchanged ideas during the 
numerous sittings. Saint-Gaudens complained that he had "never had time to do a nude statue," and 
Stevenson, quoting Emerson, dubbed him the "God-like sculptor.,,48 

There has been confusion over whether Stevenson stayed at the Albert or at the adjoining St. Stephen. Many 
wri ters say it was the Albert. One wrote about Stevenson's stay at the hotel: 

The success of the play increased the number of the autograph hunters and the curious who laid siege to 
the Albeli Hote1.49 

St. Gaudens himself called it the Albert, in his reminiscences, as augmented by his son Homer, in which St. 
Gaudens describes their meetings in Stevenson's rooms at the Albeli : 

It is singular how one will forget impoliant things. I was about to overlook my experience with Robert 
Louis Stevenson, which took place in the autumn of 1887. ShOlily before this time my friend , Mr. Wells, 
a man of infinite taste and judgment. great learning and del ightful conversation, as well a:s a keen lover 
and appreciator of music, drew my attention to the New Arabian nights, by a young author just making 
himself known. I am, unfortunately, very little of a reader, but my introduction to these stOlies set me 
aflame as have few things in literature. So when I subsequently found that my friend , Mr. Low, knew 
Stevenson quite well, I told him that, if Stevenson ever crossed to this side of the water, I should 
consider it an honor ifhe would allow me to make his pOlirait. It was but a few weeks after this that 
Stevenson arrived in America on his way to the Adirondacks . He accepted my offer at once, and I began 
the medallion at his rooms in the Hotel Albeli in Eleventh Street, not far from where I lived in 
Washington Place. All I had the time to do from him then was the head, which I modeled in five sittings 
of two or three hours each. These were gi ven me in the moming, while he, as was hi s custom, lay in bed 
propped up with pillows, and either read or was read to by Mrs. Stevenson. 

St. Gaudens' son, Homer. wrote of the medallion ' s popularity, and the various versions that existed of it. 

Despite the confusion about the identity of the hotel at which Stevenson stayed, evidence inefutably points to 
the St. Stephen. An account in 1915 called "On the Trail of Stevenson" clearly indicates that the hotel in 
question was the St. Stephen: 
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I have talked with several people who called upon R.L.S. at the Hotel St. Stephen's. Mr. Jolu1 S. Phillips 
and Mr. Oliver Herford have both transmi tted the impression of a celiain incongruity between hi s habit 
of sitting up in bed and the energy and vigour of hi s personali ty. Louis spent nearly an entire aftemoon 
on a bench in Washington Square conversing with Mark Twain; and New Yorkers who desire to trace 
his very footsteps may also be infonned, on the authOlity ofMr. Herford, that Stevenson fi'equented the 
old Cafe Mmiin, at the comer of University Place and Ninth Street. 50 

And one of Stevenson's letters, to Sidney Colvin in 1887, is dated "Hotel St. Stephen, New York." 

A number of other writers stayed in the Albert during the years leading up to the First World War: 

Harry James Smith (J911) 

The writer and playwright wrote a letter from the Albert desclibing his progress on "The Countess and 
Patrick."sl 

William Dean Howells (1896) 

The prominent American novelist stayed at the Albert in 1896 

By October. after a new round of "nervous fever." they had moved into the Hotel Albeli in New York 
City and left the Far Rockaway house to renters. 52 

Kate Douglas Smith Wiggin (1890s) 

Howells's friend Kate Wiggin, the author of Rebecca of SUl1nybrook Farm and The Birds' Christmas Carol, 
writes in A1.1' Garden of MemolY· An Autobiograph.1· that she stayed at the Albert in the 1890s: 

Soon after this first visit to an English country house, I set sail for America, November, 1890, on the Red 
Star Line from Antwerp. On arriving in New York, I went at once to the Hotel Albert, University Place 
and Eleventh Street, and secured a tiny si tting room and bedroom at a reasonable price, although my 
income did not promise much food when my rent was paid. I chose that hotel because it was filled with 
my literary friends - the Howel1ses, Frank Stocktons, [Thomas] .Tanviers: also Mr. Franklin Sargent, of 
the American Academy of Dramatic Alis, and hi s mother, who was all that any stranger-mother could be 
to me, and Heaven knows I needed one, with my own dear one in San Francisco!53 (p . 214) 

The autobiography al so includes letters datelined "Hotel Albeli, New York Ci ty.,,54 
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Franklin Sargent, mentioned by Kate Wiggin as a friend also resident at the Albert, founded the Lyceum Theatre 
School which later became the New York School of Acting (1885) and then the American Academy of 
Dramatic AJis (1892).55 

Frank Stockton (J 8905) 

Frank Stockton, mentioned by Kate Wiggin as a friend also resident at the Albeli, was a writer and humorist. He 
was particularly well-known for a series of fairy-tales, most famous of which was "The Lady or the Tiger." 

Thomas Allibone Janvier (J 89 Os) 

The writer Thomas Janvier, mentioned by Kate Wiggin as a friend also resident at the Albert, was the author of, 
among other works, In Old New York (1894), a series of stories about the early years of the city. 56 

Walt Whitman 

It is unclear whether Walt Whitman ever set foot in the Hotel Albeli, but the fo llowing claim has been made: 

An Amelican publisher remembered in old age "a large-boned old man in a sombrero" shuffling into the 
Hotel Albeli (the anecdote is Ford Madox Ford ' s, and is therefore suspect). "I am Walt Whitman," said 
the old man, "if you'll lend me a dollar you'll be helping immortality to stumble on." (The dollar would 
have been equally useful upstairs in the hotel , where Ryder hovered over his visions: American culture 
has the eerie habit of passing itself, in nalTOW cOlTidors, ghostlike.)57 

Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens) 

Though there is no indication that Twain ever stayed at the Albeli, he did visit Stevenson while Stevenson was 
staying at the St. Stephen, and could conceivably have visited the writer in his rooms, as others did. 58 Twain 
also lectured at a teachers' association meeting in the Albert, on the subject of "Training that Pays.,,59 

From the 1920s Through World 'Var II and Just Afterwards: 'Vriters, Artists and Radicals 

The Albert remained a respectable hotel during this period. Years later. a writer recalled his boyhood stay at the 
Albert in 1937: 

... we stayed at the Albert Hotel, which was in those days a place where you could go down in the 
elevator by yourself and order breakfast and encounter aged ladies who quizzed you on the Bible ("What 
is the shOliest verse in the Bible?" Answer: "J esus wept,,) .60 
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Nevertheless, even while the Albeli maintained its respectable clientele, it was becoming a magnet for writers 
and artists and, later, political radicals. 

WRITERS 

Hart Crane (1919 through the 19205) 

Hmi Crane lived at the Albeli while working on "The Bridge," his famous paean to the Brooklyn Bridge. The 
following are excerpts from The Broken Tower: The L~(e o( Har f Crane, by Paul Mariani: 

.. . with November [1919] and the onset of colder weather, Crane was at last forced to abandon his 
unheated apartment and find a furnished room at the Hotel Albert on University Place and 11 th Street. 6 

I 

.... On March 9th [1926] Crane returned to New York for the first time in six weeks. Once again he 
stayed at the Hotel Albert ... [working on The Bridge]. 62 

On October 28th [1926] Crane reached New York and booked into the Hotel Albert. Then he wired his 
mother to let her know he was safe and back on U.S. soi1.63 

Howard Hinton (1920) 

Hinton was a journalist and author, who died at the Albeli, age 86, in 1920: 

Howard Hinton, "H.H." ofthe old Home Journal, who died on Wednesday at the Hotel Albert, was 
perhaps the last link since the death of H.M . Alden of what may be tenned the classical period of 
American literature. Contemporary ofN.P. Willis, William Cullen Bryant, George Ripley and other well 
known American men ofletters associated with The Home Journal, Mr. Hinton was recognized among 
his associates as its delicately directing spirit.64 

Caroline Gordon (1925-26) 

Gordon, a friend of Hart Crane's, was a novelist and critic; she married Allen Tate, poet and essayist, in 1925. 

Caroline stmied a new novel and worked on -it when Allen [Tate] was not using his typewriter. After 
Hart Crane bought a new typewriter. he gave Caroline his old one .... When Caroline came back from 
Washinb,Tton, Allen met her in New York City, where they reveled in the luxury of the Albert Hotel and 
took hot baths. "Of course we drank a little and saw a few people . .. but the hot baths were the brightest 
lights. ,,65 
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In the same years that Hart Crane was staying at the Albert, so was novelist Thomas Wolfe, who had taken a job 
teaching at nearby New York University. According to one biographer: 

Badly dressed in his new but ill -fitting suit and overcoat, which together cost him only $69.50, he 
showed up in New York during the first week in February, rented a room at the inexpensive residential 
Hotel Albert, on University Place between 10th and 11 th streets, just a few blocks north of the 
university, and met his first classes on February 6 ... . he was lonely in New York. Of course he was 
constantly meeting students and fellow residents in the Hotel Albeli, but he had few friends. 66 

On first moving in, in 1924, he wrote in a letter: 

The world is mine, and I, at present, own a very small but gratifying portion of it - Room 2220, at the 
hotel Albert.67 

The Albert appears in Wolfe's notebooks several times, and he wrote about it at great length in his novel, Of 
Time and the River, in which he called it the Hotel Leopold. His descliption of the hotel as comprised of three 
buildings, a shorter one on either side of a tall one, clearly refers to the Albeli . Chapter 18 includes a lengthy 
description of the Leopold/Albert. 

Robert MeAlmon (19205) 

[Writer and publisher McAlmon] asked me to come right over to the Albeli Hotel, which had once been 
the elysium of penurious artists and writers.68 

Lynn Riggs (19205) 

By November 14,1927, Riggs had returned to the Hotel Albeli in New York City and had almost 
completed the first act of yet another play, Raneour. 69 

Louise Bogan (1936) 

Lacking the money to pay her September rent, since, in their renewed quan-el, Holden had continued to 
ignore his obligation, Bogan was served with an eviction notice in the middle of the month .. .. [She] 
registered herself and Maidie at the nearby Hotel Albeli on Tenth Street and University Place .... 70 

Weldon Kees (1939) 

Critic, novelist, filmmaker, jazz musician, painter, and, above all. poet, Weldon Kees perfornled, 
practi ced, and publi shed with the best of his generation of artists-the so-called middle generation, 
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which included Robert Lowell , Elizabeth Bishop. and John BelTyman ..... In New York [1939J, the 
Keeses stayed at the Hotel Albert. a fine old establi shment at the corner of University Pl ace and Tenth 
Street, where Hali Crane had once li ved in a furni shed room between 1919 and 1920 .... 71 

Thomas Beer (c. 1938-40) 

Writer Thomas Beer spent hi s last years at the Albert. As described in hi s obituary in the New York Times. Beer 
was a 

. .. biographer. novel ist and shOli-story writer. whose li terary resurrection of American li fe at the end of 
the last century. "The Mauve Decade." was widel y read .... To many readers Mr. Beer was best known 
for hi s seri es of sal ty short stories in The Saturday Evening Post about the Van Ecks, fal111er aristocrats. 
and the small -town Egg family, earthy but civilized folk. By others he will be remembered as the 
biographer of Stephen Crane and Mark Hanna and the author of the novel "Sandoval."n 

A l(i-ed Ka::.in (c. 1940) 

By 1940, when writer and literary critic Alfred Kazin (author of Walker ill the City and others) stayed at the 
Albeli. conditi ons weren't as nice as they had been earlier. He wrote about hi s stay there : 

Li ving in a miserab le room on University Place, The Hotel Albeli. I heard once that the hotel was owned 
by the painter Albeli Ryder's brother. who named it after him. Perhaps this is why I let m yself come 
here. But the spi rit of Albeli Pinkham Ryder is not here now. I pray for a little rest here, and want to be 
quietly alone. so glad to be out ofIsaac Rosenfeld's apartment in BalTO\V Street, when I lived there with 
Mary Lou. n 

Horton Foote (c.1944) 

The playwright reca ll ed his time at the Albert: 

When I went back to NeVI York City in early winter I took a room at the Albert Hotel in the Village near 
Valerie Bettis and Bernardo Segall. They were malTi ed then and I was working on a play 1 ca lled I II M1 
Beginning, which Valeri e wanted to do. 1 spent almost every evening with them, talking about theater 
and dance on and on unti l late at night. I met many interesting people at their apaliment. 74 
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After college ... the aspiring photographer sold his motorcycle for the bus fare to New Yark City, where 
he devoured the photographs on display in galleries and museums while living in a room at the Albert 
hotel in the Village.75 

Robert Lowell (1941) 

The American poet: 

On Sunday, March 31 [1940], Cal [Robeli Lowell] and Jean moved to the Hotel Albeli in the Village. 
That night each visited their own fri ends, but by the time Jean retumed to the hotel she was very drunk. 
"Cal got back unfOliunately before I did and was furious ," she wrote Hightower, "and justly and unjustly 
[so] and oh God, Ma, I'm insane.,,76 

When Cal [Robert Lowell] and Jean reached Greenwich Village, they booked into the Hotel Albert on 
University place and 10th for a week .. .. [1941] 77 

Jackson Pollock (1940s) 

There is no indication that Pollock ever stayed at the Albeli, but he did attend dinners there (and see below, 
p.64): 

During this winter [1944-45] of print-making, besides Hayter and the SUlTealist Andre' Masson, who 
was working at the Atelier and whose work was close in spirit to Pollock 's, Jackson saw a lot of his old 
friend Reuben Kadish. Rube worked with him pulling proofs at night when it was quiet. Afterwards, 
sometimes with Hayter and others, they would drink - usually beer - at neighborhood bars including the 
Cedar Street Tavem and the Hotel Albert. 78 

At the opening [1948] - sUlTounded by a few close friends and relatives - Jackson was tense. As soon as 
the group left the gallery and went to the Hotel Albeli for a small dinner party, John Little bought him a 
double bourbon, hoping it would relax him. It didn ' t. Jackson had a second stiff drink and then a third. 
Before anyone could stop hirn, he grabbed the new hat of Alma Pollock, the wife of his brother Jay, and 
d d · 79 estroye It. 
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Members of the Photo League have become amateur plumbers. electricians. carpenters. masons and 
painters overni ght to bring to reali zation the dream of years - a photographic center. Recently they 
leased 2.600 feet of space in the basement of the A lbert Hotel. on Tenth Street. but they were faced with 
the prob lem of bui lding their quarters without funds to hire professional help. Those with any experience 
among the members offered to coach others. and now volunteers contribute evenings and week-ends. 
spending spare hours in laying the cinder-block walls. setting up doors. installing electrical appliances. 
.. d I I xo pall1tll1g an ot 1er c 10res. 

Members of the photo league at the time included. among others. Paul Strand. Sid Grossman. Walter 
Rosenblum. Ali hur Leipzig. Nancy Newhall. Barbara Morgan. Ruth Orkin and Berenice Abbott. R1 

POLITICAL RADICALS 

Revol uti onary figures often found their way to the Albeli, from as early as 1906. 

Ivan Ivanovich No rodm' (1906) 

The World today says: - Ivan Ivanovich Norodny. chief executive commissioner of the Russian Military 
Revolutionary Party. is here to establ ish headquarters in American for the revolution. He comes to solicit 
one million signatures to a petition to the Czar praying for liberty, justice and amnesty. He comes upon a 
mi ssion of educat ion: to disavow the bloodv acts of Ten·Ol·ists . . . "I come to solicit names." said he last 
night. whil e seated in hi s rooms in the new-Hotel Albeli. 82 

Maxim Gorkl ' (1906) 

The Albert must ha\ 'e had a reputation for such guests. because earlier that same year it was rumored that 
Russian author and revolutionary Maxim Gorky might be staying at the hotel: 

Maxim Gorky was to have been the guest of honor yesterday at a luncheon at the Aldine Club, III Fifth 
Avenue. The luncheon was held without the Russian author. He sent his regrets five days ago. Gorky is 
said to be li ving at the Hotel Albert. Twelfth Street [sic] and University Place. This the hotel proprietor 
denies. 83 

John Thomas Scopes (19:}5) 

Scopes - the Dayton. Tennessee school teacher whose attempt to teach evolution. subsequent trial (the "Scopes 
monkey trial") . and defense by Clarence DaITow. were pOlirayed in tIle fi lm Inh erit the Wind - came to New 
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York in 1925 in advance of the trial searching for supporters, and met DalTow for the first time. Speaking to 
reporters, he said: 

"It's got to be a jury trial , and it's pretty hard in Tennessee to find twelve men who wouldn't want to 
convict me." Scopes prudently reserved comment on skyscrapers, flappers , and Mayor John F. Hylan. He 
finally fled to the sanctuary of the Hotel Albert, north of Washington Square. 84 

John Gates (1958) 

, Editor of the Daily Worker: 

John Gates, for ten years editor of The Dai~1' Worker, announced yesterday his resignation from the 
Communist Party. At the same time he quit his editorship. His action further fragments the much­
splintered American Communist party. The resignation of many suppOliers of Mr. Gates, including most 
of the remaining members of The Daily Worker's staff, is expected soon ... . He told reporters at the 
Albert Hotel that the first thing he was going to do was "to rejoin the American people" and "find out 
what Americans are thinking about. ,,85 

Farrell Dobbs (1960) 

Presidential candidate of the Socialist Workers party: 

FalTell Dobbs, Presidential candidate of the Socialist Workers party ... and his running mate, Mrs. Myra 
Tatmer Weiss, appeared at a press conference at the Commodore Hotel and later at a rally at the Albeli 
Hote1. 86 

Progressive Labor party (1965) 

New party founded at the Albert: 

A new party of "revol utionary socialism" was f0l111ally founded here yesterday under the name of the 
Progressive Labor patiy. The party, an outgrowth of the Progressive Labor Movement, was officially 
f01111ed at the end of a four-day convention at the Albert Hotel , 23 East 10th Street. 87 
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The People's Radio Foundation, Inc., which seeks to buy and set up a rad io station for broadcasting 
prob,'Tams that never get through the sponsors, has moved to the Hotel Albert. Dean Dixon is one of the 
sponsors, along with Howard Fast and Margaret Halsey. About $100,000 is needed , and half of that 
amount has already been subscribed. You can buy a share for $100. Programs will stress interracial unity 

88 and the brotherhood of man. ' 

Charles S. Johnson (193 8) 

The Albert's appeal to radicals might have included its policy - continued from the days of the St. Stephen - of 
not refusing entrance to the hotel on racial grounds , In 1938, the Amsterdam News reported that Dr. and Mrs . 
Charles S, Johnson, of Fisk Uni versity, 

.. ,are residing at Hotel Albert, 65 University place, where they have an apartment. Dr. Johnson, head of 
the department of social sciences at Fisk, is one of the co-directors of the Institute of Race Relations at 
N.Y.U. 89 

1950s and 1960s - Writers, Artists, Actors and Descriptions of the Hotel 

AFRlCAN-AMERlCAN WRITERS 

The Hotel Albert was patronized by a number of well -known African-American writers. In 1943 , the 
Amsterdam News ran an article abo ut the Albert entitled "No .Tim Crow In Thi s Hotel ," though the account 
suggested some confusion about the hotel's policy on the part of its employees: 

There' s another downtown hotel to which Neh'Toes can go. It' s the Hotel Albert. 65 U ni versity Place. an 
old fashioned lower middle-class hotel with old ladies and gentlemen wandering in and out with their 
knitting and pet dogs, And the manager, a Mr. Ring, says irs the policy of the hotel not to discriminate. 
The statement was made after a Negro student at the Workers School had been told there were no rooms, 
but a white student was rented one, ... [After a protest by a delegation from the Workers School which] 
pointed out to [the manager] that the New York Civil Rights Law reads: "All persons within the 
jurisdiction of thi s state shall be entitled to the full and equal accommodations. , .. " Mr. Ri ng said he was 
aware of the civil rights act and that there was no discrimination in hi s hotel. Negro students from New 
York University often stay there. he said. But there were no vacancies in the hotel at present. Another 
young white woman from Philadelphia who had rented a room that moming offered to relinquish it in 
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favor of Miss Smith. The manager expressed a willingness to accept this anangement and Miss Smith 
moved in. And it was hoped that more Negroes will follow her example. 

Chester Himes (l950s) 

Himes listed his addresses as: 

Mr. Chester Himes, 39, rue de la Harpe, Paris, and the Albert Hotel, 10th Street and University Place, 
Manhattan. 9o 

An acquaintance (John Alfred Williams) wrote: 

With some writers you get the feeling that you are intenupting their work, that they wish you to be gone, 
out of their homes, out of their lives. I've never had that feeling with Himes; he has always made me feel 
welcome, whether it was in the Albeli, in the QU31ier in Paris (I repaid the hospitality that night by 
falling asleep in front of the fire and holding up dinner), or in the Alicante. 91 

Williams also described the Albert generally: 

... the Albert Hotel, an establishment that defies description, for it is not merely a hotel, but an apaIiment 
that caters to all kinds of people. 92 

Another account, of Himes visiting a friend at the Albeli: 

In all the years I knew him I only saw him lose his temper one time and he did not become violent. We 
were living in an apartment in the Albert Hotel on Tenth Street just above Washington Square. Chester 
and his wife, Lesley, were visiting. They had been out shopping for groceries and other things that they 
couldn't purchase in Spain, where they lived. Chester was caITying a huge bag of oranges and when he 
entered our kitchen the bag suddenly split. He was outraged as oranges scattered all over the linoleum­
clad floor. He began yelling at Lesley, blaming her for the breaking bag. After a second or two we all 
began to pick up oranges and the whole scene was over. Chester was in a good humor once more, 
laughing and joking.93 

1954-55: 

At the Albert Hotel in Greenwich Village, again utterly disillusioned with New York, he [Chester 
Himes] wrote Malmiic: "After having been away from new York for a couple of years it seems like a 
sort of second-rate place, perhaps not so much second-rate as robot-matic.,,94 
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Himes retumed to New York in early February 1955. taking up residence at the Albert Hotel in 
Greenwich Vi ll age. Hi s story "Spanish Gin" was tuming into a noveL 95 

Richard Wright (1949) 

One brief mention of Wright at the Albert: 

Wright left for New York on August :20, 1949. aboard the Queen Mary, but only stayed long enough at 
the Albert Hotel to take care of some business and to sign the contracts with ChenaL who joined Himes · 
there. 96 

Charles Wright (19605) 

Charles Wright seems to have been attracted to the Albert because of its association with Chester Himes: 

I was living in the Chelsea district of New York when I read Charles Wright's The Wig. As someone 
who was looking for something fresh. something that broke the model of the monotonous predictable 
conventional novel, I found it to be an exciting read . My friend Steve Cannon, who was later to write the 
Wig-influenced Groove Bang and Jive Around. read it too. Steve and I located Charles Wright and 
vis ited him at the AlbeI1 Hotel. a hotel made famous by Chester Himes having resided there at one 

. 97 
tIme. 

Leroi Jones/Amiri Baraka (19605) 

Jones mentions the Albert in The Autobiograph ofLeroi Jones: 

Vashti came up to New York to live. She had a girlfriend she stayed with up on the West Side (who 
became part of a group of middle-class black women who came to the aid of Betty Shabazz. Malcolm's 
widow) . But soon we had alTanged somethi ng. I'd meet her different places, occasionally she even 
stayed at the old AlbeI1 Hotel on University Place. She began to meet the vario us people in the Black 
Arts and go in and out of the watering holes of our downtown world.n 
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From the autobiography of Berge. nove li st and editor \;I,ho, opened a small gallery on FOU11h Avenue: 

The 10lh St. area was the hub of the active Abstract Expressionists . Next to my gallery was the Tenth 
Street Coffee house. owned by Ed Kaplan and Mickey Ruskin . rd met Ed at the Hotel A lbel1, where I 
briefly had a rooftop room next to the writer Aileen Pippett who was companionable and very 

. . . 99 
encouragmg to my wntmg. 

Pippett was the author of The Moll? and the Star: A Biograp/n of Virginia [1'001(. published in 1955 - so 
possibly written whi le Pippett was li ving at the AlbeT1. 

Aram Sal'OvQn (19605) 

From his memoir: 

When we got bad: to New York that fall, we started going through a series of changes that eventually 
led to our having our first child, Strawberry. We stayed in New York's crazed Albert Hotel for a few 
weeks. in a tiny room wi th no view, no ventilation. but a kitchenette that allowed us to get back on our 
diet. loo 

Diane di Prima (1967) 

The poet who spent time with Allen Ginsberg and Timothy Leary, wrote a book of poetry named for the Albert. 

The next year [1967] brought a summer of many urban riots. My family and I were back in Manhattan 
for a brief time. ensconced in the Hotel Albel1 on U ni vers ity Avenue [sic]. This was a time of multiple 
causes and petitions: Allen [Ginsberg] and I worked together on many of them. There was some sense, ] 
think on both our pal1s, that we co ul d rely on the other in such endeavors . We shared an ethos in some 
odd way. It was inherited and familial : Allen's was Jewish and socialist, and mine Italian and anarchist, 
b I ·· I d d 1(1 1 ut W 1en It was tIme to act, we most y ten e to see eye to eye. 

Anne Waldman described di Prima in residence at the hotel : 

I had met Diane [di Prima] earlier at the Albert Hotel in New York. when I was seventeen. She was in 
situ with child , shrines, library, magical accoutrements. an entourage that made me even more curious 
about her work. 102 
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... an-ived in Manhattan early in the moming of Friday, March 17, and checked into the Albert .Hotel, 
Thomas Wolfe's old haunt, a hotel in 1967 still closely affiliated with New York University, full of 
students, all -night saxophones, bathroom down the hal!. ... 103 

From a letter to Nin from Henry Miller: 

I think we must go south. And Spring is almost here - it will be marvelous now. Wonder even whether I 
should come back to N.Y. first. ... I'd probably need my valise & laundry at the Albert Hotel...­
Henryl 04 

A.P. Herbert (1960s?) 

From a biography of the humorist, novelist and playwright: 

Squire booked in at the Albeli Hotel, 42 East 11th Street, denounced by APTa week later as 'cheap, 
God-forsaken , and miserable' because he could not be served with early-moming tea. For a fmiher week 
it was the base from which he and Squire sallied fOlih .... 105 

Samuel R. Delany (1960s-70s) 

When asked by an interviewer about how literary critic and writer Delany "first become interested in literary 
theory, semioti cs, and the like?" he answered: 

.. .I was living in the Albeli Hotel , back in New York City, when, sometime late in 1972, I settled down 
on the orange, threadbare bedspread, to read Levi -Strauss 's Tristes Tropiques. By that time I'd read one 
or two desultory pieces by Batihes. I'd still never heard the names Den-ida or Lacan. I'd read a handful 
of essays by Levi-Strauss (such as the often reprinted study of the Oedipus myth), but though I'd heard 
of "Structuralism," I had no sense of it as a school or movement. But that aftemoon, on the 10th floor of 
the Albert Hotel in 1972, is where I date my serious reading in structuralism, semiotics, and theory 
from. 106 

In 1971: 

In the Albert Hotel , where I was living, another project intervened - a film called The Orchid, produced 
by Barbara Wise, which I wrote. directed , and edited on an old "chatterbox" editing machine that was 
moved into my tenth floor hotel room. 107 
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Winfred Young, a retired actor and brother of Mary Young, Hollywood actress, died Thursday in St. 
Vincent's Hospital. His age was 86. Mr. Young, who was bom in New York, lived at the Albert Hotel. 
As a boy soprano he sang on the Keith vaudeville circuit, and later was a member of the John Craig 
Company in repertory in Boston. 

Bradley Walker Tomlin (1952) 

One of the New York School of Abstract Expressionist aJiists: 

Upon release from the hospital, went to Albert Hotel in Greenwich Village .... 108 

Philip Guston (195 Os - 11 'ith a cameo by Jackson Pollock) 

The daughter of the New York School Abstract Expressionist recalls: 

Jackson Pollock and my father had been friends since the late 1920's, when they had both been expelled 
from Los Angeles Manual Arts High School for distributing satirical pamphlets. Pollock was a 
frightening figure to me, in serious decline during the last three years before his death in 1956. On one 
occasion, he telTified my mother and me by barging into our room at the Albeli Hotel, raving drunk and . 
belligerent, looking for my father. 109 

Steve Uny (1960s) 

A description of how Urry, a Chicago sculptor, got his "sprawling, organic, aluminum" works to an exhibit in 
New York City: 

Only the threat of living in the streets can persuade us to stay any longer in that black apmiment, so we 
register at the Albert hotel in the Village before going to the gallery. I 10 

Andy Warhol (1960s) 

Warhol girls: 

Since Flesh opened, Jackie and Candy ["drag queens"] had been renting a room together at the Hotel 
Albert, where a lot of Warhol people stayed. I I I 

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ALBERT IN THE 1950s and 1960S 
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A number of acco unts of the Albeli in these years describe the hotel 's generally dreadful cond itions. 

Steve Nelson 

With the severe postwar shOliage in housing thW31iing our effOlis to find a place of our own, we 
remained trapped in the Albeli Hotel. The beds were impossible, and neither Josie nor Bobby could 
sleep . During the day Margaret waged a secret campaign to get us thrown out of the place by allowing 
the kids to run screaming through the halls. 112 

Eddie Sf. Pierre 

It was 1969 ... we were booked into the Albeti Hotel , another West Village institution frequented by 
transients, doorway negotiators and their clients. The dust on the window sills was an inch thick and 
bugs. including cockroaches, were having a ball. I1 3 

Maureen Orth 

The Village Voice writer: 

In New York, the Cockettes stayed at the Hotel Albeli on Eleventh Street in the East Vill age. Some 
remember it as a nice place, but they were probably high . At the time, Olih described it as a place where 
"on a good day the hallways smell somewhere between old socks and vomit." Pristine Condition claimed 
that "the roaches are putting together a road show of Hel lo. Dolly!" But you could score cheap heroin at 
the Albert, and some took advantage. 114 

Samuel R. D elany (19605) 

The literary critic and writer wrote often about hi s stays at the Albeti . From Flight/i'om Newi!rjion: 115 

I canle back to New '{ork and moved into the Albert Hotel on West Tenth Street. A year or so later, so 
did the Cockettes - taking over most of the eighth fl oor. so that now the whole hotel, always colorful. for 
years a ha ven for rock groups, ragamuffins. and the generall y outrageous. stumbled up new crags of 
chaos. with invasions of Hell's Angel s and admiring cross-dressers from several states - Divine's and 
Holly Woodlawn' s vis its were the talk of a month - and student leaders of Gay Liberation uni versity 
groups from Jersey trooping through all day. I came down from my tenth fl oor room to visit Link (now 
playing Madame Gin Sling in ' Pearls over Shanghai' ) in their suite a few times. said hello to Scrumbley, 
took Link and hi s visiting brother out to dinner at the Cedar Tavem across Uni versity Place from the 
Hotel. 
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Over Rose Marie's Hand Laundry within the high walls of the Albert ... again and again I found myself 
sharing the elevator with one and another six-foot -two, football shouldered, teak-black prostitutes in 
miniskilis, with mouths red as a Christmas omament, some of whom, an operation or so ago, had been 
men; and some of whom had not. During that period I lost what till then I'd often suspected was 
genetically ineradicable in the human brain (after all , it might have been a species survival factor...): I 
stopped wondering what the sex of the person standing next to me had once been. Saturday and Sunday 
momings- after Friday and Saturday nights - the same elevator's floor would be awash in urine, on 
which floated handfuls of gli tter. And once, on the elevator wall, someone wrote in lipstick: 

F or Good HEAD 
Do NOT call Patti: 
5 T 5-4136 
I am TIRED! 

The Albert French Restaurant 

A 10ng-tem1 tenant was the Albeli French Restaurant, 42 East 11 th Street, run by Joseph Brody from about 1946 
to 1968. 11 6 One account calls Brody a French refugee, while another calls him a Czech refugee. Brody was 
described as an eccentric : 

Asked if it was true [in 1960J that he was a "wealthy and legendary eccentJic," as an aide had described 
him, Mr. Brody said, "I'm not wealthy, but I'm crazy.,,117 

In 1967 he placed this ad in the NeVI' York Times: 

OVERPRIVELEGED, SEMI-RETIRED 
GENIUS 
- will ing to make available his services for $15 ,000. Will instruct in restaurant management, buying, 
adveliising, PR and Finances 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
JOE BRODY 
GENIUS IN RESIDENCE 
ALBERT FRENCH RESTAURANT 
42 East 11 th Street, New York, N.Y. 
Phone: GR 3-7775" 8 

Despite the word "French" in its name, the restaurant served standard American fare. Brody at some point 
changed the fonnat to "all you can eat," with a choice of just six entrees. 1 19 As early as 1959, the restaurant was 
one of a very few in New York City to offer a sidewalk cafe. 110 
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Young men with a strange glint in their eyes and wearing berets serve the tables at Albert ' s French 
restaurant. . .. A brochure they offer describes the viII age as place "where the quaint rubs shoulders with 
the avant garde ... where bearded poets stiIl sip wine at a sidewalk cafe .. . and m1ists turn a city park into an 

. II . h . " J' I open alr ga ery Wit musIc. -

A rf and Poetl,], 

Brody exhibited ali on hi s restaurant wall s. by a variety of artists. A dozen cartoons hung on the waIls, the work 
of arti sts includ ing Bill Steig, Hoff, Ted Key. Larry Reynolds, John Day. Derso and Kelen. The restaurant 
hosted the first Greenwich ViIlage Sidewalk Flower Show in 1959.122 And the restaurant hosted an annual 

I" ' poetry contest. _J 

The bus/train four olCreel1wich Village 

One of Brody's more unusual ploys to bring in customers was a free tour of Greenwich Village, a service he 
began offering in March 1959.124 The tour was conducted first on a "train" and then a "bus," both designed for 
the purpose by Salvador Dali. Each was called the "Loconik." The Loconik first appeared on Saturday 
afternoon, March 21 sr, 1959. at 1 :30 p.m .. leading the Greenwich Village Spring Day Parade - its appearance 
there sponsored by Joseph Brody. Wi lliam H. Honan of The Villager, a co-sponsor of the parade, interviewed 
Dali , in his room at the St . Regi sHoteL on the Loconik, in advance of its appearance. 125 Once the parade was 
over. Brody began using it for hi s free tours of the Village for patrons of hi s restaurant - featuring it in hi s ads . 

In July 1959, columni st Dorothy Kilgallen wrote: 

Summer visitors to Gotham are fascinated by the most amusing free attraction in Greenwich Village ­
the motori zed traiil designed by Salvador Dali and run by the Albeli French Restaurant as a promotion 
gimmick. Lines form every day to board the sightseeing car. 126 

In October 1960, Brody ret ired the original Loconik in order to replace it with a larger version, also designed by 
Dali. The original was gi ven to the Bronx Zoo. 127 The Bronx Zoo, however. apparently didn't highl y value the 
Dali design. and announced it would be painted over. 128 

1960s Musiciansl2
'1 

The Hotel A lbert became home to any number of rock musicians in the 1960s. This pal1 of the Albeli's history 
was chronicled in May 1968 in an aliicle in The Eve magazine by Lillian Roxon. author of Lillian Roxol1 's Rock 
EnCj'c!opedia. Roxon, a music j oumali st of the 1960s. has been called the "Mother of Rock." Her m1icle about 
the Hotel Albert called it the "New York home to rock's greatest." It opens: 
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It is the best of hotels, it is the worst of hotels; its prices are ridiculously high , its prices are astonishingly 
low; its corridors are filled to the brim with life, its corridors are. perpetual reminders of death ; staying 
there is the wildest, most exhilarating, dizzying, around-the-clock trip of all time; staying there is the 
most wretched, lonely telTifying, around-the-clock bummer of all etemity. 

So much for New York ' s Hotel Albeli, whose distinction is not that it has housed some of the most 
influential rock personalities of our time (after all. so has Holiday 11m), but that it has affected them so 
deeply (in a way no impersonal Holiday Inn could ever hope to) that American popular music would 
probably never have been what it is today without it. 

Roxon lists dozens of musicians who stayed at the Albeli: 

... the Paul Butterfield Blues Band got itself together under its roof; ... Steve Gillette wrote his Sunshine 
Company hit there ("Back on the Street Again"), but was able to finish his other songs only after he 
moved out, which, in itself, is influence of a SOli. The Canned Heat jammed with the Cream in one of the 
Albert's grimy rooms, the Hand People jammed with the Gurus, a score of total unknowns jammed with 
each other to make history in some future year. 

Think of any hotel story and then realize that at the Albert, it probably happened to the Butterfield Blues 
Band or the Mamas and the Papas, the Calmed Heat, the Lovin ' Spoonful, the Mothers oflnvention, 
Spankyand Our Gang. Salvation. Kaleidoscope, the Clear Light, the Byrds, the Blues Magoos, the 
Sopwith Camel, Tim Buckley, Muddy Waters, Steve Gillette, Baby Huey and the Baby Sitters, Lothar 
and the Hand People, to name, as they say, but a few . 

And she closes: 

It is hard to say what it is about the Albert. There is no room service. There is no coffee shop. You know 
already there is no lobby. The maid sen'ice is negligible and the main reason the residents don't care 
about the ban on visitors is that most of the time they are ashamed to bring people back to their rooms 
anyway. 

Still, go there sometime, say, on a Saturday aftemoon about five when the musicians are finall y awake 
and shout and the groupie chicks in their trendy gear are running messages between the floors. 

I was wondering what the Albeli had and now I know. It's the only hotel in the world that is a twenty­
four-hour Be-In. Some of the being isn 't always what you want but then, what is? And relJ1ember, if you 
meet Joe Butler's ghost on the stairs. don't be surprised. You expected maybe after all this he should 
haunt the Caribe Hilton?13o 
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The musicians who stayed at the Albel1 are li sted here in alphabetical order. 

Tim Buckln 

From Li llian Roxon's article in Evc: 

Tim Buckley wrote the song "Good-bye and Hell o" there and almost half the album of the same name. 

Most musi cians, init ially. are attracted by the prices: $20 a week for a room without bath. $30 with, is 
what they stal1 at. Tim Buckley found himselfpayi ng $70 a week by the time he was through - exactly 
what it cost him per month in Califomia. "Expensive." he said , "but the best place 1 ever lived." 

Tim Buckley says he watched the whirling of a snowflake down an ai rshaft and thought that the 
movement could be used in orchestration. Has he used it yet? No, but he will one of these days . Has he 
ever written a song about the Albel1? No. but he has written a lot of songs with the Albert abo ut him, 
sUlTounding him. 

From Blue mclodL Tim Buddc. Remembered: 

We stayed at the Albert Hotel , in Room 1268. as I recall ... The Albert was a famous - or infamous -
home away from home for some of the most popul ar and influential rock musicians of the era - Frank 
Zappa and hi s band. the Mamas & the Papas. the Lovin ' Spoonful , the Butterfield Blues Band. Spanky 
and Our Gang. the Byrds. the Doors, and dozens of others. The graffiti on the seventh floor corridor wall 
said. "Jim Monison is sex, but Ray Manzarek is love." 

One night in New York, Tim and I dropped Owsley acid. zi pped back to the Albel1 Hotel (rushing on 
LSD as the elevator ascended), and spent the night writing "Bussin ' Fly," one of Tim 's best-loved Happy 
Sad songs. He strummed and sang. I played guitar. The walls and curtains breathed. Glistening orange 
velvet lining in open guitar cases undulated like red -orange seawaves. (Elsewhere, Beckett has said this 
was an old song catTied over from earlier days. Not so . A line or two may have been canied over, but the 
total song was bom that night in the Albel1.) 131 

The Clear Ligh t 

From Lill ian Roxon's article in Eve: 

... the sheer pain and loneliness of I iving seven cramped into two of its small rooms in a strange city 
welded the Clear Light into the solid b'TOUp it had never quite been in its airy. carefree, spacious 
Califomi a house . ... 
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Cliff de Young says that after the now-infamous night when the Clear Light were fired from the Scene 
East because the organist told the audience it was cold and unfeeling, each member of the bTTOUp came 
back to those two grim rooms at the Albeli and wrote, unbeknownst to the others, a song or poem about 
the coldness of New York. Cliff wrote his. about a city with no eyes, on the fire escape ofa hotel that 
also had no eyes. 

If the Albeli had been a better place, it might have counteracted something of the trauma of that evening. 
But it is no place to be when things go wrong. It is another great irony that, apmi from the basement. no 
special concessions have been made to the musicians who have brought it so mucll life. 

Jcrn Edmon/on 

From Great Rock Drummers of' the Si).-ries: 

len), took the Ludwig set to New York in 1965 to record the Spanow tracks for Columbia, only to have 
them stolen from the gTOup'S station wagon in fTOllt of the Albert Hotel in Manhattan. 132 

Barn Goldberg and Mike Bloomfield 

From "Goldberg: '60s Survivor Still Rockin' the Blues," Los Angeles Times: 

After NewpOli. Goldberg went to New York. where he and half the musicians in the city li ved at the 
famed Albeli Hote l. " It was such an incredible time." Goldberg said . "There was thi s whole musical 
renaissance happening." 133 

From "World's Greatest Rock Organist," Los Angeles Times: 

Next, Goldberg had a gig at the Cafe Au GoGo backing John Hammond with a young guitarist named 
Jimmy Jones on guitar. The guitarist later changed his name to Jimi Hendrix. "Theil Michael came up 
and said. 'How'd you like to stmi a perfect band?' "The perfect band was the Electric Flag and they 
began recruiting members. One of the first was Buddy Miles. a dynamic drummer and singer whom 
Goldberg had seen backing singer Wilson Pickett. He and Bloomfield invited him to their room in the 

1 '4 Albert Hotel and ta lked to him about the proposed band. ~ 

From Michael Bloomfield: l( )"ou Love These Blues: . . 

We were sitting aTOund the hotel - we always stayed at these rotten hotels. the Albel1 Hotel and stuff­
we were sitting aTOund thinking, and 1 said, "Paul, y'know, I bet we have some money at Elektra from 

I' -the Bugter album. ~ ) 
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Our original thought on the drummer was Billy Mundi from the Mothers oflnvention. And then we 
walked into this theater, and the whole theater was rocking to this massive drum beat. We were just 
mesmerized. It was Buddy Miles, who was Wilson Pickett ' s drummer. So after he got off the stage, 
Michael and I went up to him and staIiing talking to him. We invited him back to our room at the Albert 
Hotel for further conversation. 136 

Mike [Bloomfield] and I were in New York, at the Albeli Hotel. We were doing sessions with Mitch 
Ryder. And Mike said to me, "Will you help me get a band together? I want an American music band -
everything in American music from Stax to Phil Spector to Motown." And, of course, blues. He wanted 
to cover the whole spectrum of American music. I thought it was a b'Teat concept. 137 

Gary Higgins 

From "The Meter; The Legend of Red Hash," Chicago Reader 

Gary Higgins ' s first and only LP came out in 1973 - and by then he was already in prison .... Red Hash 
is still Higgins's only release, and his career as a professional musician was essentially over even before 
it came out - he was serving time in a maximum-security prison on drug charges. A native of rural 
Sharon, Connecticut, he fonned his first band, Random Concept, in 1963. Three years later the group -
which included singer Simeon Coxe, Who'd go on to fonn the legendary Silver Apples - moved to New 
York City and took up residence at the Hotel Albert, alongside lodgers like Tiny Tim, the Lovin' 

I' g Spoonful , and the Blues Magoos. ~ 

Howlin ' Woff 

From Moanin' at Midnight: Th e L(fe and Times of How lin ' Woff 

Wolfwas walking toward New York City' s hippie hotspot in late 1966, the Cafe' A-Go-Go [sic], when 
Jeny Rappaport , sixteen years old, introduced himself. Wolf asked ifhe was heading into the club to 
hear him play, and Rappaport said he couldn't afford a ticket. Wolf told him to follow him in. The 
teenager spent hours backstage with the Wolf and his band, and they invited him back to the Albert 
Hotel in Greenwich Village, where they and other bluesmen usually stayed .... Today Rappaport is a 

1'9 highly regarded record producer. ~ 

Lovin' Spoon/it! 

From Lillian Roxon's aIiicle in Eve: 

Joe Butler of the Spoonful. who loves it and is shamelessly sentimental about it, stayed there long after 
he could well afford to stay elsewhere. Its very squalor played a big role in his life and that of the other 
three in the group. "It inspired us because it made us fiightened of poverty," he said. 
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Those were the days when ... not being Engli sh was the kiss of death to young musicians. Two of those 
kissed-by-death musicians. young, penniless, unabl e to find work that paid anything like real money 
around the Village. had taken a dank eight-by-ten room at the Albert mainly to store their instruments. It 
had the single bed in it which, when di vided into springs and a mattress, provided a place to sleep for 
two. Every day at midday the two others in hi s group woul d arrive and the fo ur would pl ay in that small 
room until late into the night. 

At thi s stage. thankfully. because there are so many versions and no one is really interested anymore in 
the "real" one. legend takes over. And there is not a teenybopper anywhere in Amelica. or possibly the 
world (is there?). who does not know that the four were the then still -unknown Lovin' Spoonful. that the 
noise of their rehearsa ls drove the neighbors to complain. that Miss Feldman bounded up to investi gate, 
that the boys told her without reh earsals they would not be able to find work and money to settle the 
already overdue rent, and that, after some di scussion, it was ab,'Teed the four could practice anywhere­
the basement even - so long as they did not disturb the neighbors. 

F or the benefi t of the very few who don't know. the basement became a rehearsal room, the Lovin ' 
Spoonful a top group as a resul t of the long hours spent there, and America. thanks to the Spoonful and 
others they inspired, once more a potent force in the field of popular music. Joe Butler walked around, 
regarding it all with a sweet tendemess. "They were very good to us here," he said .. .. 

Obiluarr, December j 6, ]00]: 

Now, it was the early 1960s and Doherty and Mr. Yano\'sky were hanging out in the basement of New 
York 's Albert Hotel singing their songs . Doherty sa id the place was a dump but it was a dump where 
dreams came true. "1 remember Zalman came in one day and sang Do You Beli eve in Magic and I 
thought it v,'as ni ce. 1 didn ' t see him again until the song was a hit.'· he sa id with a laugh . Doherty said 
there was no way he could have known that The Lovin' Spoonful's firs t single wo ul d hit No . 9 on the 
Hot 100. He just thought it was a catchy little song .... "Here we were. in a hotel, in a basement \,,·ith the 
ceil ing caving in and what was coming out of there was gold. They were mining for gold down there," 

I . 140 
Do leliy sa Id. 

As recounted in Lillian Roxon's Rock Encvclopcdia: 

Zally and Joe had a room at the Albert Hotel then. mainl y to store equipment. WIlen they rehearsed 
there. there were complaints . So M iss Feldman. the assistant manager. suggested the basement. And that 
was it. The group made it. The basement became a shrine; and no musician feels he 's a musician unl ess 
he' s stayed at the Albeli and rehearsed among the pools of water and the cockroaches. The Albert 
became the hotel and the Spoonful became the group that eventually tumed the hurricane eye of rock 
away from Li verpool and London to New York and Los Angeles (and later San Francisco).141 
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J olm Sebastian recently confinned that "Do You Believe in Magic" was indeed composed at the Hotel Albert. 142 

The Mamas & The Papas 

As remembered by Michelle Phillips: 

Michelle PHILLIPS remembers] 963 as a year of bone-chill and profound homesickness. The Long 
Beach native, then 19, had malTied John Phillips in late 1962 and the two had shuttled off to New York 
to seek fame with their folk group, the New Frontiersmen. "We were staying at the Albert Hotel, near 
Washington Square. It was a fleabag. I had never seen snow before. 1 had never been to the East Coast. I 
was miserable." One blustery day, the couple were strolling by the marble spires of St. Patrick ' s 
Cathedral. "1 wanted to go in just to see what it looked like, but John wouldn't go with me," Michelle 
recalled. "He had been sent off to a parochial school when he was 7 and, well, he just had very strong 
negative feelings about the church. So I went in alone." 

That random moment took on new meaning a few weeks later. It was the middle of the night when John, 
guitar in hand, woke his wife up. "He undoubtedly had taken a few bennies. I wanted to go back to sleep, 
but he said I would thank h im someday if I got up and worked on it with him." A few years later, with 
the Phillipses singing as half of the Mamas & the Papas, that late-night sketch of a song became the 
evocative pop masterpiece "Califomia Dreamin.' " 

"He had the lyrics for those first eight bars that night," said Michelle Phillips, the only surviving member 
of the Mamas & the Papas. "1 added the next few lines about the church. He hated it. Just hated it. But he 
didn't have anything better.,,143 

Michelle Phillips recently confinned that California Dreamin ' was indeed written at the Hotel Albeli. She also 
recalls that she cooked her first meal for Jo1m Phillips at the hotel, 144 

Mob)' Grape (and general) 

As recounted in Roadwork: Rock & Roll Turned Inside Out by Tom Wright, Susan Van Hecke, in which an 
entire chapter is devoted to the Hotel Albert: 

Chapter Sixteen: The Albert 

New York City' s Albeli Hotel was a secret. Muddy Waters could tell you about it. Bob Dylan could tell 
you about it. The Moby Grape could make a mini-series on it. It was at University Place and 11 th, pretty 
big, just a short walk from Washington Square Park, about thirty blocks from classy hotels and about ten 
blocks from the really shitty 0I1es. The Albert was about fifty years past her prime; at one time posh, 
when I got there it was rundown and cheap. It had roughly twenty floors and didn't really look that bad 
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from the outside, all granite and stone. It was the seedy characters wandering the sidewalk that gave it 
away. 

Bob Dylan used to practice there, but when I lived there in 1968, after I'd road-managed The Who's first 
headlining U.S. tour, it was folk rock singer Tim Hardin in the basement. But mostly it was Moby 
Grape, the psychedelic rockers from California. They'd play nonstop £i'om ten at night 'til eight in the 
moming. I'd fall asleep on the tenth floor and could hear them through my pillow. They were so good 
you couldn't sleep, though their god-awful records belied this. They would take a riff and just keep 
playing and varying it £l'om within, stretching it, expanding it. By the time they got to the recording 
studio, though, they'd have been up for so many days that they forgot what was good about the song. At 
the Albeli, nobody cared what their records sounded like, because at night, if you got real quiet at your 
place and lay down, you could hear them in the basement. And nine times out often it'd be great, and 
sometimes it would be the greatest music you'd ever heard . Seriously . 

.. .. Since the Albeli was in the f,'Tay area, it was hard to book. No wandering family of tourists would 
ever just stroll by, and it was too expensive for bums and people who were actually broke for real. So the 
management let rooms to selected renegades - cel1ain musicians, hookers (if they were beautiful and 
discreet), drug salesmen, artists, gangsters. It was a long process to get in. I moved in with Geoff, the 
Blues Magoos drummer. It'd taken a month of cajoling, but we finally got the "presidential sui te": three 
bedrooms, a sitting room, kitchen, two batlu'ooms, a banquet room, plus a living room with a fireplace 
for $700 a month. We moved in and repainted everything, had the whole place recarpeted. 145 

Mothers Or Invention 

From Necessity Is: The Earfr Years Or Frank Zappa & The Mothers Of Invention, by Billy James: 

Don Preston recalls one of his encounters. "While we were staying at the Albeli hotel, I was in my hotel 
room; a room trying to look respectable but failing with its worn carpet and old cigarette-bumed 
fumiture. I had just taken a shower and was drying myself when there was a knock on my door. 'Fuck 
it,' I said and went over and opened the door wide only to behold a totally beautiful girl standing there 
wearing a light turtleneck sweater and a very short mini skirt. She looked me up and down and said, 
'Well, aren't you going to invite me in?' She came in and I wrapped the towel around myself. She then 
introduced herself to me and we proceeded to make passionate love for several hours. She told me she 
was an interior decorator, but had been a Vogue fashion model during her teens. We lived together for 
six months. She was a beautiful soul that 1 regret separating £i·om.,,146 
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Between sets [1967J , an unusually attentive Andy Warhol was whispering to Jim and cajoling in his 
passive-aggressive manner, still trying to get Jim to get naked on camera. Warhol lackey Eric Emerson 
found girls to spend the night with Jim at the Albert Hotel, on Tenth Street and Fifth A venue. 147 

Jonathan Richman 

From the Eugene Wee/·A , Eugene Ore: 

According to a self-penned 1983 press biography. Richman's impetus for starting hi s own band came 
when he first heard the music of The Velvet Underground. The story continues that when Richman was 
18, he left home for New York to hang with the Velvets . After a brief, transient affair on the couch of the 
band's manager. Steve Sesnick. Richman relocated to the notorious Hotel Albert , where he first hashed 
out some early versions of Modem Lovers classics such as "Roadrunner" and "Pablo P icasso.,,148 

John Sebastian 

Letter from Sebastian to the Acoustic Guitar: 

I wonder if any of your readers has ever spotted a 196 1-ish Gibson J-45, ob\ 'iously refinished with 
mahogany stain and lacquer. It' s pictured on page 76 of Douglas R Gilbert ' s book, Forever Young: 
Photographs of Bob Dr/an. It was stolen in front of the Albert Hotel in ' 65, and it's on all the early 
Lovin' Spoonful hits. J guess we all have at least one that got away-and that's mine. 149 

JOHN SEBASTIAN 
Woodstock. New York 

Olis Smilh 

From his 2008 obituary: 

All Night Worker Otis Smith passes gently into the good night 

Smith went on to pair up with Lloyd Baskins, fonning the All Night Workers, which foun d national 
success w ith its 1965 recording "Don't Put All Your Eggs In One Basket," a tune that was paired with 
"Why Don't You Smile?," co-written by friends Reed and John Cale. However, the band' s popular 
single couldn't stop it from splitting up in 1968, by which point Smith had moved to New York City's 
Albert Hotel, a somewhat famed hangout for a variety of musicians at the time. 150 
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Those people arguing with the desk clerk who won't let them go up are not on their way to see a fashion 
buyer from Idaho. They were invited to dinner up there by Spanky. In the end, in desperation, Spanky 
and her guests sit in the nonlobby on that hard little bench eating the artichoke heatis she has 
considerately brought down from her room with her. 

(Listen, by then Spanky had a record in the top 10, but with a nice lack of snobbishness, the Albeli 
doesn't play favorites with its freaks.) ... 

Spanky liked the Albert because there were patiies every night, and because it was within walking 
distance of the Bitter End where she was singing, so she saved on cab fares. But, of course, it was 
another thing when all these teenybopper magazine kids came up there to interview her after "Sunday" 
made it on th'e charts, and fo und her using saucepan lids for ashtrays because this is one commodity, in 
addition to others, the management does not provide. 

"You should have seen their faces. They weren't ready for the Albeli, those kids." She chuckles at the 
memory. 

Don Stevenson 

From a review in Billboard, 1998: 

Later in the chapter, Unterberger writes that BatTett's U.S. drug abuse counterpart was Moby Grape 
guitarist Skip Spence. After a gig at New York's Fillmore East, the author notes, Spence flipped out on 
LSD, can-ied a fire ax to the Albeli Hotel in search of drummer Don Stevenson (who he thought was 
possessed by Satan), and was then committed to Bellevue Hospital. Unfortunately, he 's continued to 
suffer serious mental illnesses. lSI 

Carlv Sim.ol1 and Joni Mitchell 

From Girls Like Us: Carole King, Joni Mitchell, And Carzl' Simon - And The Journey ... , by Sheila Weller: 

Manhattan was both a magical and a daunting place for a Pentels-and-guitar-case-toting young woman to 
enter, alone, in the spring of 1967. Downtown had its own ecosystem. The folk scene on MacDougal, to 
which Joni immediately introduced herself was centered on the Night Owl (where James Taylor and 
DamlY KOlichmar's Flying Machine had been the house band unti l James went to London and Danny to 
Laurel Canyon) and the Cafe Au Go Go (where the Blues Project - "the Jewish Beatles," ii-om Queens 
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and Long Island - held forth) , with all the musicians piling into the Dugout around the comer after sets. 
English rock stars stayed at the Albert Hotel on Fourth Avenue [sic] , while beatnik expatriates thrust 
back on the city holed up at the Chelsea on Twenty-third Street,152 

.. ..Ioni , James, and Carly flew back to the States in November and li ved together at New York's funky 
Albert Hotel and the glitzy Plaza Hotel... 153 

James Taylor 

From Billboard, 1998: 

Then I dropped out of school. I had some emotional difficulties. It actually was probably typical 
adolescent stuff, but the people around me put me into a mental hospital called McLean for nine months . 
. . .. When I split from McLean, I went to Boston and then to New York to hook up with Kootch, who 
was in a band called the King Bees. I lived on Columbus and 84th, and then my friend since my teens, 
the bassist Zack Wiesner, he and I lived in the Albert Hotel on University Place and 11 th Street in 
Greenwich Village, on a floor that was bumed out except for two rooms. 

We Ii ved at the Albert for three months, rehearsed in the basement of the Albert, and we all became a 
house band at the Night Owl Cafe for eight to nine months as the Flying Machine. 154 

From Fire and rain: the James Taylor stOl:V by Ian Halperin: 

Kootch and Taylor finally settled on calling the band the Flying Machine. They recruited Vineyard 
alumni Joel O'Brien on drums and Zach Wiesner on bass . Taylor and Wiesner moved in together to a 
tiny room with little sunlight at the dilapidated Albeli Hotel on University Place and Eleventh Street. 
This was one of the seedier hotels in the Village, frequented regularly by junkies and prostitutes. A fire a 
year earlier had chaned a good paIi of it, but its owners refused to close the hotel and rented rooms on 
the floors that were not gutted. 

"There were lots of weird people constantly hanging out at the Albeli," said Bradlee Dixon. who once 
worked late shifts at the Albert. "We had an eclectic mix of clients, from hookers to Mafia types to 
artists. It was wild and we just pretended not to notice what was really going down in the hotel. I vaguely 
remember Mr. Taylor. but after he became famous I recognized him when I saw him on TV. He was 
always polite. and I remember that he dressed like a hippie." 

At Kootch's insistence. the Flying Machine rehearsed relentlessly in the basement of the Albert. The 
music was distOlied because they didn't have a proper sound system; still, after only a few weeks the 
band began to play in a polished fashion. The combination of talent, circumstance, and American dream 
inspired Taylor and his band mates to get gigs in the Village. 155 
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The Albel1 remained in use as a hotel into the mid-1970s . By 1972, it was described in the Times as a welfare 
hotel, and considered both dangerous and an eye-sore. 156 In 1975, the Elghanayans - a family of real -estate 
developers - expressed interest in buying and renovating the Albel1. Conversion plans were complicated, 
however, by the issue of tenants' rights .The issue of tenant relocation divided the neighborhood. The conversion 
proceeded, and today the Albert is a coop apar1ment house complex. 

CONCLUSION 

The Hotel Albert has had a long and varied history, from early apar1ment house - designed by society architect 
Henry Hardenbergh - to respectable hotel for ladies traveling alone and organizational meetings, to literary and 
ar1sfigures, to political radicals, to musicians of the 1960s. 

The li st of major works composed in whole or in pari at - or inspired by - the Albert would include at least the 
following (in alphabetical order): 

Tim Buckley, "Bussin ' Fly" 
Hart Crane, "The Bridge" 
Salvador Dali, Alfred French Restaurant tour-bus/train 
Samuel R. Delany, The Orchid 
Diane Di Prima, Hotel Albert: Poems 
HOl1on Foote, in M1' Beginning 
Chester Himes, "Spanish Gin" 
Elia Katz, Armed Love: inside America 's COlnmunes 
Lovin ' Spoonful, "Do You Believe in Magic" 
The Mamas & The Papas, "Califomia Dreamin'" 
Jonathan Richman, "Roadrunner" and "Pablo Picasso" 
Lynn Riggs, Rancour 
Albel1 Pinkham Ryder, "The Race Track" 
Augustus St. Gaudens, bronze medallion of Robe 11 Louis Stevenson 
Harry James Smitt, "The Countess and Patrick" 
Thomas Wolfe, "Of Time and the River" 

Though the Albel1 no longer accepts paying guests, its current residents are proud of their home 's remarkable 
role in the cultural history of New York. They intend to preserve its memory. 
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I This section is drawn almost in its entirety from The Hotel Albert, 23 Easl 10£11 Slreel, NYC, A HisIOIl·. prepared by .Anthony W. 
Robins, Thompson & Columbus. Inc .. Apri l 201 1; it is signifi cantly sh0I1ened. 
:' Lilli an Roxon, Lillian Roxon 's Rock Encvclopedia (Grossett & Dunlap), p.306. The story is repeated in Robert Milliken, Lillian 
Roxon: Mot her arRack. pp. 288-2 89 . 
:1 When it opened in 1876 . its address was 32 Eleventh Street - the houses on Eleventh Street were renumbered soon thereafter. 
4 Howard maintained a practice in New York between 1867 and 1882. In 1876. his office was at 82 Fifth Avenue. Source: Architec ts in 
Practice. New York Citv - 1840-1900: Delmis Steadman Francis for the Conm1ittee for the Preservation of Architectural Records. 
5 A number of newspaper articles in the early 1880s. both in the NeH' rork Times and in the Nell' York Tribune, refer to the building 
either as the "Albert apal1ment house" or the "Albert Apartment House." Nell" York Times: June 20. 1884. p. 5: March 25. 1887. p. 2; 
April 30. 1888. p .2: A'el1' York Tribune: June 22. 1884. p. I I 
6 "Death of Albert S. Rosenbaum," N(,ll" York Times. February 18. 1894. p.7 
7 New York County Register 's Office. Liber Deeds. Liber 1062 Page 269 , Liber 1059 Page 639. and Liber 1076 Page 525 ; the 
transacti on involved a referee and defendants. 
8 Howard maintained a practice in New York between 1867 and 1882 . In 1876, his office was at 82 F ifth Avenue. Source: Architects in 
Practice. New York City - 1840-1900: Delmis Steadman Francis for the COIlli11ittee for the Preservation of Architectural Records. 
9 New York City, Buildings Department, A lteration Application 1043 of 1875. as recorded in the Department's Alteration Docket 
Book for that year. Work conu11enced October 27,1875 . and was completed on April 26. 1876 . 
10 Real Estate Record and Guide. Vo l. 25. No. 624. february 28, .1880. p. 2 12. 
II New York Buildings Department, New Building 4 70-188 \. The building department records for the Hotel Albert, unfortunately, are 
missing - they exist neither at the Buildings Department Manhattan office nor at the Municipal Archi ves. All New Building and 
Alterati on applications discussed in this report are based on entries in the Buildings Department 's Docket Books. on microfilm at the 
Municipal Archives. 
I:' Real Esta/e Record and Guide. vol. 27. no. 686. May 7. 188 1. p . 481. 
13 Rosenbaum 's obituary called him the country's "ri chest Hebrew" (thi s was the 19th century. and that phrase was perhaps considered 
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14 New Building 780-1881 . 
15 "Apartment house" in this context. as distinct from "tenement." is meant to describe a multip le dwelling intended for middle-class 
residents. Tenements were buil t in New York City as early as the 1820s. while the fi rst "apm1ment houses" or "French flats" were built 
starting in the 1870s. f or a hi story of the early apartment house, see Elizabeth Collins Cromley. A lone Together: A HistolT of New 
York's Earll AparTments (Cornell Uni versity Press. 1990). 
16 For more on the Van Corlear, built for the same developer as the Dakota. see Christopher Gray, "Streetscapes/Seventb Avenue and 
55th Street: An Unusua l Design Is Improved. And a Landmark Is BOI11." New York Times. December 17, 2006 . 
17 Alteration app lication 1479-1891. 
18 The details of this addition are unclear - the docket book's description is very brief. and the app lication itself is missing. 
19 American Archilect and Building Nell 'S. January 17. 1903, p. X. 
20 Nel\, York Times, July 7. 19 18. p.30. 
21 "The Real Estate fie ld." Nell' rork Times. April 2. 19 10. p.15. 
22 Real Estate Record and Builders' Guide. Vol. 45 . No. 1138 . January 4. 1890. p. 5. Rosenbaum bought an irregular parcel wi th 
" three and fo ur-stor\' dwe llings." 
D Alteration applic~tion 320 -of 1922. 
24 New Building 138-1 922 . 
25 Nel'l" York Times. Apri l 29. 1923, p . . RE2. 
26 C of 0 7742-1924. 
27 Real Estate Record and Builders ' Guide. Vol. 56. No. 1450, December 28, 1895, p . 927. 
28 The Morning R('cord (Meriden, COIm .). September 17, 1896. p .7. 
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33 New York Stock Exchange Historical Review. Nelr rork Srock Exchange: Banks, Bankers, Business Houses, and Moneved 
InstiTUtions, Historical publishing Company. 1886. p.144. 
:\4 C. Dowsett. Swrt in Life. A Journel· Across America, Fruit Farming in California. 1891 . p.21 . 
35 "No Trouble About Colored Clergymen." .Nelr York Tribune, February 18.1889. p.2 . 
36 HistolT And Commerce OfNel-r York. American Publishing and Engraving Co .. second edition, 1891. p.l 03. · 
37 Modern Housekeeping, 1906. p.608. 
38 LibralT Journal. Volume 24. by Richard Rogers Bowker. Charles Anuni Cutter. Library Assoc iation - 1899 . 
.' 9 "League Against Sunday Selling," The Sl'racuse Journal. November 30. 1901. p . 7. 
40 The School Journal. Volume 65. 1902. pA92. 
4 1 Classical FVeekh·. Vol. XIX. No. 14 , Whole No. 517 (1926). 
4] Biographical DireclOlT of the State of New York, 1900, Biographical Directory Co .. New York, p.36 1. 
4.' The School Journal. Volume 65. Volume 3, edited by W illiam Henry Hills (1902). p. 27. 
44 "School At Athens Fellows And Students 1882-1908 ." American Journal of Archaeologl·, Second Series [Vol. XI]. 1908, p.1S3. 
45 "The Most Imaginative Painter This Country Has Yet Produced," Current Opinion. Vol. 62 pp .3S0-3S1 . The author of the article 
notes: "He explained the genesis of this picture to a friend. It seems that in taking his meals at the Hotel Albert. he had become 
interested in one of the waiters who was playing the races ... ." 
46 W.M.M., "'The Race Track.' or 'Death on a Pale Horse' by Albert Pinkl1am Ryder." The Bul!etin of th e Cleveland Museum of Art , 
Vol. IS , No 
47 Jolm H. Dryfhout, "Augustus Saint-Gaudens: The Portraits in Bas-Relief." The American Art Journal , VoL 4. No.2. Nineteenth­
Century American Sculpture (Nov .. 1972), pp. 92-93. 
48 Sidney Kaplan. "The Sculptura l World of Augustus Saint-Gaudens.'· Massachuselfs RevielL Vol. 30. No.1 (Spring. 1989). pp . 17-
64 
49 Burke \Vilkinson. Uncommon ClaL The Life And flVorks ()fAugustus Sail1l Gal/dens. p.176. 
50 Clayton Hamilton. "On the Trail of Stevenson," in The Boo!mlCln: a Reviel1 ' of Books and Life. March 1915. p.14. 
51 Harry James Smith. Leflers of Harry James Smith, It·ith an lnrroduction b.l· Juliet Wilbor Tompkins, 1919. p.82. 
52 Carl Dawson , William Dean HOlt 'ells: A Ttfiriter's Life. 2005. p.337. 
5.' Kate Douglas Smith Wiggin , Ml· Garden of Memorr: An AUlobiograp!n (Houghton Miffl in Company. 1923). p. 214. 
54 Ibid .. pp. 22 8 and 230. 
55 Ian Watson. Performer Tmining: Developmems Across Cultures (Routledge, 2001). p. 63. 
56 Thomas Allibone Janvier. In Old Nell' York (Harper & Brothers. 1894). . 
57 Guy Davenport. "Walt Whitman an American." originally in Parnassus (Vol. 5. No. l. 1976), reprinted in Herbert A. Leibowitz. 
Parnassus: T1I 'em.\' Years OfPoenT In Revielr. pp. 17-1 8. The source given is: Th e March of Literature by Ford Madox Ford, 1938. 
5g Carol Lowrey. A Legan· Of Art: Paintings And Sculptures Bl· Artist Life Members Of Th e National Arts Club. pp. 154-155 . 
59 "Mark Twain on Training That Pays." Nel'I' )"ork Times. March 17. 1901. p.2. 
60 Michael Keman. "A Song For the Lady With the Torch." Nell ' Yo rk Tim es August 1. 1971 p.1l4. 
61 Paul L. Mariani. The Broken TOlt 'er: The Life of Hart Crane. p.SS. 
6] Ibid .. p.206 . 
63 Ibid .. p.246. 
64 "Howard Hinton Dies at 86." New York Times, Apri l 2. 1920. p. IS. 
65 AIm Waldron. Close Connections: Caroline Gordon and the Southern Renaissance, p. 47. 
66 David Herbert Donald. Look Homeward: a Life of Thomas Wolfe. pp. 109. 117. 
67 Quoted in Ross Wetzsteon, Republic ()f Drea111 s. Greel1ll'ich I'illage: The American Bohemia, 1910-1960, p.397. 
68 Sanford 1 Smoller. Adrift Among Geniuses: Rober! Meet/mon, iiiriter and Publisher of the Tll'enties. p.309. 
69 Phyllis C. Braun lich, Haunted br Home: The Life and Letters of Lvnn Riggs. p.S6. 
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7(1 Elizabeth Frank. "Purr ing to Sea (Lo ui ~e Bogan in 1936) ." Grand Sm' el. VoL 2. No. I (1982). pp . 139- 140. 
71 James Reidel. ['anished Au The Life and An of Weldon A.ees (Bi~on Books: illustrated edition. 2007). p. 78. 
7e "Thomas Beer Dies: Noted Author. 50." fiel1 Jork Times. Apri l 19. 1940. p. 26. 
T\ Alfred Kazin. "Jews: From the Journal s of a Lifetime ( 1938-1945)." Paris Revie1\\ Fall 1994 voL 36 issue 132. p .32 . 
74 Horton Foote. Beginnings . .4 MC'moir. p.253. Letters from Foote postmarked "AlbeI1 HoteL 1944," are cited in Su~an Christensen. 
SC'lecled Correspondence From Th e Horlon F OOie ColleCliol1, 19lJ- 1991 (PhD D issertation at the Uni versity of Texas at Arlington. 
2008) . pp. 8 1 and 91. 
75 South1\'esl A I'!. HOU51on. Oct 2005. Vol: 35. Iss. 5, p . 136. 
7(, Paul Mariani. Losl Purilan. A Life of R ober I LOIl'ell. p. 84. 
T 1bid. p.96. 
7 ~ B. H. Friedman. Ja ckson Pollock: Energl' Made ['is ible. pp 75-76. 
79 fhid .. p. 116 . 
so Nell }'ork Times . February 22 . 1948, p. X 13 . 
81 Names pro\'ided by Naomi Rosenb lum. confirnled in Nancy Wynne NewhalL This is lhe PhOIO Leaglle (Photo League. 1948) . 
8c " Seeks Help in Am erica." The Ga::.eue Montreal, September 29. 1906, p. 7. 
s, "AI dine Club Luncheon Without Maxim Gorky." Nell ' l'ork Times. Apri l 19. 1900. p. 22. 
84 L. Sprague de Camp. Thc Greal Monkel· Trial, p.92. 
85 "Gates Leaves Communist Party as ' a Futile and Impotent Sect.' " NI?1 1 rork Times. January II. 1958. p. l . 
86 " Sociali st Worker Runs ~ Dobbs. Trotshryite Candidate. Speaks on Foreign Policy." N(>1 1 , Vorl; Times. August 18. 1960. p.23. 
87 "New Left ist Group Gives Itself a Name and Elects Officers," New York Times. April 19. 1965. p.60 . 
88 Richard D ier. "The Big City," The A/i'o-A meriwn . Nm 30. 1946. pA. 
89 "Charl es S. Jo hnsons Week-end in Harlem," Th e Ne", rork AnlSlerdam .Ne11's. August 13. 1938, p. 8. 
90 Lorrain Wi ll iams. Dear CheSler, Dear John.' Lcrlers Benl'een Che.llel · Himes and John A. Williams (Detroit. 2008). p.135. 
91 1bid .. p. 182. 

92 Jolm A. Williams. This fs M1' COlfl1l1T Too (New American Library. 1965). p. 147. 
9' Constance W ebb. AOl fr'Il houl Lm·e.· Mcmoirs (University Press of New England . 2003) . p.146. 
94 Michel Fabre. From HarlC'm lo Paris: Block American Wrilcrs in Fmncc, 1840-1 980 (I llini Books. 1993 ). p .222. 
95 Edward Margolies. Michel Fabre. The Sel'Nal LiFes of ChcS1CI' Himcs (U niversity Pres~ of Mississippi. 1997) . p.87. 
9(. Michel Fabre. Thc Linfinished Quesl Of Richard Wrighl (Second Edition. 1993). p. 338. 
97 From the introduction to Charles Wright. Th c Wig (NEA Herit age & Preservation Series ~ paperback edition. 2003) 
% Leroi Jones, The AUlObiograpln of Leroi Jones. p.291. 
99 Mark Zadrozny. editor. Conlempor({JT AUlhors Awobiographl' Serics. vol. 10. p. 5. 
100 Aram Saroyan. Friends fn Th e World. The Educarion Of A /f'riler. A Memoir (Coffee House Press. 1992). p .6 1. 
101 Diane Di Prima. "Lust for Life," Los Angeles Times. May 18. 1997 . p. 12. 
10' G - Nancy M. race . Rorma C. Jolmson. Breaking Th e Rule of Coo/. Il1l elTiCll'ing and Reading Women Beal 11'rilers . p.265: interv iew 
with Anne Waldman. 
10, Benjami n Franklin. Rccolleclio/1.1 or Allo;\ Nin . p.55. 
104 Ana'is N in . Henry M il1er. A Lilemle Passion.' LClIer.1 of Ana;:1 ."'In & Henn MilicI'. 193::-1953. p.323-4 . 
10" Reginald Pound. A. P Herber!. A Biogmphr. p.70. 
10(· Samuel R. Delany. F/ig/ll From .!'v·Cl·eri:on. pp. 24.5 
10' Samue l R. De lany. 1984. p. 300 [this book is a collection of Delan:-;' s letters] 
10, " Bradley V'/ a lker Tomlin: a Retrospecti ve View." Issue 2 . by Bradley Wa lker Tomlin. Emily Lowe Gal lery. Albright-Knox ;<\11 

Gallery, p. ISS. 
10" Musa Mayer. "My Father. Philip Guston ~ His Daughter Remembers The Carousing And Creati vity Of A Painter Obsessed With 
His Work," !I/ell fork Times. August 7. 198 8, p.SM24 ff. 
11 0 "Up From Chicago: How a N ice Young Sculptor Crashed NeVI York," Chicago Tribune. April 21. 1968 . 
I II Victor Bockri s. Warhol. the Biographl. p.318. 
11 2 Steve Nelson. James R. Barrett. Rob Ruck. S,evc Nelson. Al1Ierican Radical. p .27 8. 
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113 Eddie St. Piene. "World Series memories last forever.'· The Times - Transcript. Moncton. New Brunswick, October 21.2009, pg. 
C.5. 
114 Joshua Gamson. The Fabulous Svlvesler: The Legend, The Music, Th e Seventies In San Francisco. p. 81. 
11 5 Samuel R. Delany, Flightfim11 Neveri:oll. pp. 239-240. 
11 6 The Albert French Restaurant first appears in Manhattan telephone directories in 1948. The unsupported source that follows 
suggests Brody opened the restaurant in 1946. If he did. the Manhattan directory for 1946 might well have already been printed, and 
possibly he opened too late in the year to make the 1947 edition. The restaurant appears in the directories for the last time in 1971 . 
Brody might have closed the restaurant too late in 1970 to be left out of the 1971 directory. Brody apparently opened the restaurant 
either in 1946 or 1947, and closed it either in 1970 or 1971. Brody's wife. Henrietta, signed a lease on June 1, 1956. through May 31, 
1971. 
11 7 "Zoo Gets A Freak To' Put In Garage: Dali-Disguised Tractor That Pulled Sight-Seers Around 'Village' is Donated." Nell' fork 
Times. October 1. 1960. p.16. 
li S Nel'l' fork Times. August 7. 1967. 
119 Chu interview, op. cit. 
120 "Food: Dining Outside," Nel l' Fork Times, June 22, 1959 p.22. 
111 JelTY Hulse, "Greenwich Village Life Stirs After Sun Goes Down." Los Angeles Times. October 9,1960, p.MI9. 
111 "Sidewalk Flower Show," Nel1' York Times , April 26, 1959. p.G7. 
11, Village Vo ice, September 24. 1964. p.5. 
114 New York Times, October 3. 1959. p.20. 
115 William H. Honan, "A Visit With Salvador Dali and Joseph Brody On the $16.000 'Confusion Machine' To Lead Saturday'S 
Parade." The Villager, March 19. 1959. 
126 Dorothy Kilgallen. "The Voice of Broadway," TonmrandaNews. July 18.1959.p. 12. 
127" 'Locon ick 's' Adieu; Ne~- One Due." The T' illager. Sept 29. 1960. 
118 "Zoo Gets A Freak To Put In Garage: Dali-Disguised Tractor That Pulled Sight-Seers Around 'Village ' is Donated." Nell' York 
Times. October I , 1960. p.16. 
129 The following list is based on various sources, some more reliable than others. Lillian Roxon seems to be a reliable source. Some of 
the memories of musicians quoted in obituaries or newspaper aJ1icJes written long after the fact might be incol1'ect. 
130 Lillian Roxon, "Hotel Albert," Th e Eve. May 1968 pp. 32 ff. 
131 Underwood, p.92. 
m Bob Cianci. Great Rock Drummers ofrhr Sixties. p.74 . 
133 Stuart Goldman. "Goldberg: ' 60s Survivor Still Rockin' the Blues." Los Angeles Times. July 14. 1984. p.OC-D 1. 
134 Pete Johnson. "World 's Greatest Rock Organist," Los Angeles Times. September 2. 1968. p.F 18 . 
135 Jan Mark Wolkin, Bill Keenom. Michael Blool1lfield: I(1'ou Lon:' These Blues. p.114. 
136 Wolkin and Keenom. p.140. 
m Wolkin and Keenom. p . 139. 
138 "The Meter: The Legend of Red Hash." Chicago Reader. Septembe;' 30.2005, vol. 35. issue I. p.5. 
139 James Segrest, Mark Hoffman, Moanin' at Midnight: The Lift' and Times ofHOlrlin' Wolf p.237-8. 
140 Kingston rfThig - Slandard, Kingston Ontario. December 16.2002. p.l . Similar accounts in Expositor, Brantford. Ontario. 
December 17. 2002, p. B12; Times-Transcripl. Moncton, N.B., December 17. 2002: The Daih- Observer (Pembroke). Pembroke 
Ontario. December 16. 2002 , pA. 
141 Lillian Roxon. Lillian Roxon 's Rock Encvclopedia (Grossett & Dunlap). p.306. The story is repeated in Robe11 Milliken. Lillian 
Roxo;1 Mother of Rock. pp. 288-289. 
142 Email of April 27'h. 2011. forwarded to .A.rlene Goldman. President of the Board of the current cooperative. 
14' "Califomia Dreamin." Los Angeles Times. June 8. 2008. p.2. 
144 Conmmnicated via email. April 21 st, 20 II. forwarded to Arlene Goldman. President of the Board of the cunent cooperative. 
145 Tom Wright. Susan VanHecke. Roadwork: Rock & Roll Turned illside OUI. pp.IIl - llS. 
146 Billy James. Necessity Is: The Early Years Of Frank Zappa & The Mothers Oflnvention, pp.56-58. 
147-Jim Morrison: Life, Death, Legend. by Stephen Davis. p.167. 
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14S "Modem Rock 's Modem Lover: Richman 's Still A Rock God." Eugene Weeldr. Eugene Ore, Vol. 25 . issue 49. December 7, 2006. 
p.33. 
149 Letter from John Sebastian to the Acoustic Guitar, San Anselmo, August 2008 . vol. 19, issue 2; p.14. 
150 Obituary, Syracuse New Times, September 24 - October I , 2008. Iss. 1956 . p. 14. 
151 Review in Billboard. August 15, 1998 , vol. 1 10. issue 33. p.18: "Unknown Legends Of Rock 'N ' Roll : Psychedelic Unknowns. 
Mad Geniuses, Punk Pioneers. Lo-Fi Maveri cb & More" by Jeffrey L Perlah. 
152 Sheila Weller, Girls Like Us: Carole King, Joni Mitchel/, And Carh· Simon--And The Journer .... p.23!. 
IS , Weller. p.35!. 
154 Billboard, December 5. 1998, vol. 110, issue 49 , p.1 6. 
Ian Halperin, nre and Rain: Th e James Tm10r Storr. pp.46-4 7. 
156 "Wide Conmmnity Crime Traced to 'Singles' in Wel fare Hotels.' · lv'ell' York Tin1es. November 16, 1972. p.97. 
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city or town Waterford state NY zip code 12188 

Additional Documentation 
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Maps 
A USGS map (7 .5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO) 
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properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties . and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U,S.C. 470 et seq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement : public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division , National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127. Washington, D.C. 20503 
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11 Page 1 

Anthony W. Robins, photos taken March 2011 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Hotel Albert 

New York County, New York 

1. Former Hotel St. Stephen (refaced) (Building D), south side of East 11 th Street east of University Place, 
looking southwest 

2. Former Hotel Albert (Building C), originally Albert Apartments, southeast comer of University Place and 
East 11 th Street, looking southwest 

3. Former Hotel Albert (Building C), originally Albert Apartments, detail 

4. Former Hotel Albert (Building C), originally Albert Apartments, University Place fa9ade, east side of 
University Place 

5. Former Hotel Albert, first annex (Building B), middle of University Place, east side, looking east 

6. Former Hotel Albert, first annex (Building B), middle of University Place, east side, looking east, detail 

7. Former Hotel Albert, original ~lus two annexes (Buildings C, B, and A), east side of University Place 
between East 10th and East 11 t streets, looking north 

8. Former Hotel Albert, second annex (Building A), northeast comer of University Place and East 10th Street, 
looking northeast 

9. Former Hotel Albert, typical fireplace 

10. Former Hotel Albert, post box 

11. Former Hotel Albert, staircase 

12. Former Hotel Albert, another staircase 

D See continuation sheet 
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Albert Apartments "French flats" built 1881-82 circa 1883 
New-York Historical Society 
Architect: Henry J. Hardenbergh. 
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New York County, New York 

o See continuation sheet 
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Hotel Albert circa 1904. Annex # 1 - Built 1902-04.67 University Place. 
Architect: Buchman & Fox. Museum of the City of New York. 
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Hotel Albert circa 1907. Built 1881-82 SE Comer University Place and East 11th Street. 
Architect: Henry J. Hardenbergh. 
Museum of the City of New York. 

D See continuation sheet 
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Hotel Albert circa 1944. Originally St. Stephen Hotel- Built 1875-76. 
Architect: James Irving Howard. 46-52 East 11 th Street. Converted to manufacturing use 1920's. 
Office For Metropolitan History 

D See continuation sheet 
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Albert French Restaurant circa 1962. SE Comer East 11 th Street and University Place. 
Photographed by Robert Otter. 

o See continuation sheet 
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Hotel Albert circa 1924. Annex #2 - Built 1922-24. NE Comer University Place and East 10th Street. Architect: 
Sugarman, Hess & Berger and William L. Bottomley, Associate Architects. 
Collection of Cornell University. 

o See continuation sheet 
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The Hotel Albert fronts the east side of University Place between East 11 th and East 10th Street in the Borough 
of Manhattan in New York State' s New York County. The boundary contains the former Hotel St. Stephen 
(1875/76), which faces East 11 th Street, the original Hotel Albert (1881183) on the comer of East 11 th and 
University, and two building additions fronting University Place (1903) and the comer of East 10th (1922-1924). 
Hotel Stephen was absorbed into the Hotel Albert in 1895. The boundary is delinated by the heavy line on the 
attached parcel map. 

Boundary Justification 
The Hotel Albert is sited on the lands associated with its 1875 to c.1970 period of significance. 

Hotel Albert- Manhattan, New York County, NY 

,,' 
( ( 

,~ 

~'l...... 
~, r-. 

"'- "-
" / , . 
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Datum NAD 1983 UTM Zone 18N 0 65 130 260 390 
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23 E. 10th Street 
New York, NY 10003-6113 

Ta x Parcel Data Courtesy of 
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