A BRIDGE TO THE PAST

A Teacher’s Guide to the

North Bridge and Battle Road Units of
Minute Man National Historical Park



Second Edition
2000

For ordering or more information, write to:
Minute Man National Historical Park
174 Liberty Street
Concord, MA 01742

www.nps.gov/ mima

published by Eastern National

www.eParks.com

Eastern National

Serving America’s National Parks
and Other Public Trusts

NATIONAL
PARK

SERVICE

Department
of the Interior

4

Minute Man

National Historical Park




Contents

OBJECTIVES 1
Site Visit INTOIMALION ....ooueiiiiiiiiiiee ettt sttt st et st e st e st e e st e ae e ste s et e e e e s ansnaseaaeas 2
ClasSroom Preparation ...........cccoiciiicieniimiinccntciiece ettt s 2
PRE-VISIT MATERIALS 3
SUGZESIEA ACLIVITIES ...oviiiiiiiiiriiiiiiiii ittt ar s sa e ae s e as e s srasesanessosnneosnsnsessnnnsenns 3
WOTA SEATCH ..ttt ettt ettt ettt e et e e et e st e s e e e e aaes e e ss e es s ta st e aeaasaneeneesansasannnnn 6
BefOre We BEZIN ...oueeieeiceee ettt ettt ettt et s e e s s e e et a e et e et e r e e ene s s saneeesas 7
Timeline of Events Leading to the AMERICAN WAR for INDEPENDENCE...........cccccceeviievnneen. 15
Vocabulary LISt ..ottt 17
18th-Century Political CartOON ........cccovuiiimiiiieiiiiintit et as s sba e essanes 18
Brown Bess MUSKEL ........cooiiiii ettt ettt s st a s e e 20
APIIL 19, 1775 SKILS .ottt st r e st sons e e sae s ass e saseasesnassnnees 23
Skit #1: Spread the Alarm to Every Middlesex Village and Farm ..........cccoccccciiiiiiiiinnnnniinnicnncan. 23
Skit #2: "Will You Let Them Burn the Town Down?" ...t 25
Skit #3: Encounter at Fiske's Well ...t eee et enee e 26

Directory of National Park Service Areas Commemorating the American War for Independence ... 27

SITE VISIT TO THE NORTH BRIDGE AREA 28
Guidelines and Suggestions for Group VISItS ........coocveeiiiiiiiintiiitierecneneieeeeceee e eee e veseaneceenen 28
Site Visit Student WOTKDOOK ........coomuiiiiiiciiiieeee ettt et seee s st e s e e sent e e sae e e e 30
Mapping 18th & 19th Century LandSCapes ..........coccivuiiriiiiiinicniiicee e ceeeeeee e esreeseneeenee 41
SITE VISIT TO THE BATTLE ROAD TRAIL 43
Guidelines and Suggestions fOr Group VISItS ......ccceeccerirernverniecrtiesreneesieeessseressosesessssseesssssessssesesns 43
Site Visit StUAEnt WOTKDOOK .........eoueieieiierieretrieerrteseetncetesetrteete st esaeeese s ae et essnas et e sessansasesananesses 43
A Colonial HIghwWay Map .....cccoiereriieiiiirinieenieerrttresieneeerssesssesesstessssnsessssnesssssnsassssssessssssssssssasssnseasen 48
NelSON ROAA MAP ..ottt teeeee e vt e s et s e s e e s s ssesessssetesesnea e s s s snnasaseassssseneen 50
Teacher-Guided Activities at the Minute Man Visitor Center ...........ccceeeeevrerereierecrrnreereresserereesceenenees 51
SITE VISIT TO THE HARTWELL TAVERN AREA 53
Guidelines and Suggestions for GIoup ViSItS ......c.cccicoiiiiiiiiriierer et eeteseee e eseee st ssreessnes 53
Site Visit Student WOTKDOOK .........coneiieieeee e eeerretee e et s e ere st e s see s nea s s ssas e sssanassnes 54
SOME IEGENAS ...ttt cae st e s e e s e e s s s ssee e s ar s s sns e e s s aae s e st e s ssbaae e seensasasnasanasnea 57
Class Field Activity at Hartwell TAVEIN .....coocviiiiieireieeieccceetcctte et ee st e s e ve e e e s sveeaeenes 58
Appendix 1: The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks 59

Appendix 2: Specially Scheduled Ranger Programs 61




A BRIDGE TO THE PAST
INFORMATION FOR THE TEACHER

This is a self-guiding tour of the North Bridge area and the Battle Road area of Minute Man National
Historical Park for use by school groups in grades 3 through 8. It can, of course, be used by the resourceful
teacher and/or guide and adapted to any age group. The teacher/guide may choose to visit all three areas
of the park or to focus on only one area. Information about restroom facilities, areas for picnic lunches
and opportunities to view park exhibits and/or audiovisual productions at each area is included in the
preface to each site guide.

In addition to the site guides, classroom activities are also included. These may be used prior to the site
visit to familiarize students with the events, the geography and the issues or they may be used after the
visit to assess student learning. A variety of activities are included. Teachers may opt to use some, all
or none.

The goals of this publication are:

1. Help students place the events of the American Revolution and the specific events of April 19, 1775
in historical context.

2. Familiarize students with the geography of the 13 colonies and of the Massachusetts Bay colonies,
the European powers’ claims on the colonies, and the ways in which geography played a part in the
beginnings of the American Revolution.

3. Demonstrate to teachers and their students how national parks, in their own “backyard” and
throughout the country, can supplement and enrich the classroom experience.

A BRIDGE TO THE PAST is intended to supplement textbooks and other classroom materials and
provide instruction about historical events. In the pre-visit materials section there is a narrative to read
either to or with students that will explain the events that set the stage for April 19, 1775 and describe
the military actions of that day. Suggested activities accompanying the narrative include mapping and
identifying sites on maps; role play; vocabulary and word usage; and creative writing. A BRIDGE TO
THE PAST invites students to consider why British leaders and colonists made the choices they did and
how they might respond in a similar situation. Students are also encouraged to consider how contempo-
rary events shape the ways we memorialize and interpret historical events.



In 1793, the people of
Concordremovedthe North
Bridge toaccommodate the
realignment of roads in the
town. The original North
Bridge was a simple
structure designed to link
the towns people on the north side of town with the
rest of the community. Ever since the first
reconstruction of the North Bridge in 1875, we
have been ‘“restoring” the bridge as a way of
linking the present with a brief but significant
moment in our country’s past. Qur "bridge to the
past” may also be an important link with the future.
By considering why and how our ancestors
responded to political crisis, we may be laying the foundation for our own response to some future
challenge. Today, the North Bridge is owned by the Town of Concord and is administered by the U.S.
National Park Service as a resource for the nation and the world. The bridge and the monuments on either
side of it are important beacons promising liberty for the whole world.

OBJECTIVES

A BRIDGE TO THE PAST is designed to assist teachers and their students in
discovering the significance of the events that took place on April 19, 1775 and in
placing the events of that day in historical context of the American Revolution and
the development of the American nation. Using these materials will also encourage
students to think about how and why we memorialize historical events, as well as to
introduce the role and mission of the National Park Service in preserving historic
sites. In addition to classroom materials, A BRIDGE TO THE PAST will enable
teachers to guide their students through three different areas of Minute Man National
Historical Park using the “Teacher Guides” provided. Worksheets and suggested
activities for use before, during and after a visit to the park are also provided for
teachers to duplicate, use and/or adapt for the classroom.



SITE VISIT INFORMATION

This packet contains suggested activities for three sites to Minute Man National Historical Park: the Old
North Bridge Area; the Battle Road/Nelson Farm Area; and the Battle Road/Hartwell Tavern Area. The
Park also includes two visitor centers, one at each end of the park. We strongly suggest that visits begin
at the Minute Man Visitor Center on Rte. 2A in Lexington, where a 25-minute multi-media presentation
called "The Road To Revolution" tells about the events of April 19, 1775.

Suggested time alloted for site visits:
Battle Road/Hartwell Tavern Area: 45 minutes

Battle Road/Nelson Road Area: 45 minutes

North Bridge Area: 45 minutes

Minute Man Visitor Center (bookstore, restrooms, exhibits, multi-media): 45 minutes

North Bridge Visitor Center (bookstore, restrooms, exhibits): 15-20 minutes

Restrooms and water are also available next to the North Bridge, and at the Hartwell Tavern
parking area. '

CLASSROOM PREPARATION

How the narrative information is used will probably depend on what other classroom resources are
available to the teacher. Some textbooks are more complete than others in covering the roots of the
American War for Independence. The teacher may want to use all or some of these essays as classroom
activities or as homework assignments. The activities that accompany each component of the narrative
are designed to help students learn specific information about the events of April 19, 1775 and to
strengthen skills in the area of mapping, vocabulary, and critical thinking. Suggestions for directing
classroom discussion of issues are included, as are additional activities that can be copied and distributed
for classroom use. Like many newsworthy events in our own time, the events that led to the war with
Great Britain engendered strong feelings on both sides of the issues and inspired political cartoons,
satirical poems and even songs like “Yankee Doodle.” Encourage your students to use newly acquired
vocabulary words and information to write and draw their interpretations of the historic events at
Lexington and Concord.




PRE-VISIT MATERIALS

This section includes handouts that may be duplicated for students. Teachers might choose to distribute
sections of the historical background material "Before We Begin" to students as part of areading lesson,
or choose to use it primarily for their own class preparation. Other handouts in this section include two
maps, atimeline, a vocabulary list, a political cartoon, worksheets on the Brown Bess musket, three skits,
a word search, and a directory of other National Park Service areas commemorating the Revolutionary
War.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

Activities for Part 1: A War Ends, A Conflict Begins

1) Use map #I and the timeline to identify the British, French, and Spanish areas of North America
before and after the French and Indian War. Discuss why American colonists felt more secure once
Canada became an English colony. Color each European power's territories as they were before the
end of the French and Indian War. Color British colonies red, French colonies blue, and Spanish
colonies yellow.

2) Find the *___* words in the historical background material "Before We Begin" on the vocabulary
list. Assign students to find definitions in a dictionary, textbook, or encyclopedia.

3) Provide each student a copy of the timeline. Direct students to find the Stamp Act and the Townshend
Act on the timeline. Have a student read aloud the items that were taxed. Discuss as a class what
professions would be affected most by the Stamp Act. For what reasons might people in those
professions - journalists, lawyers, business owners - be likely to protest loudly and effectively?

4) Using the timeline, discuss the changes in ownership brought about by the end of the war. Then color
over the map to show the changes in possession of North American territory.

5) Assign students to research the trial of Captain Thomas Preston and his soldiers for their actions on
March 5, 1770. Have students report on the outcome of the trial and on the identities of those who
prosecuted and defended the British soldiers.

Activities for Part II: A Conflict Begins

1) Make copies of the political cartoon and distribute to students. In small groups, or as a class, have
students identify which character might represent Parliament or Great Britain and which might
represent America. Discuss why colonial protestors might have worn Indian costumes. Were they
really trying to disguise themselves or were Indians somehow associated with liberty or America?

2) Use the vocabulary list. Direct students to find definitions for the words within *__* in the historical
background material.

3) Use the timeline to learn more about the events described above. Discuss the effects of the Boston
Port Bill and the Intolerable Acts. Ask students to consider how closing the Port of Boston (and
putting people in many different occupations out of work) caused more problems for the British.
What difference would it make whether sheriffs and juries were appointed by royal officials or by
elected ones?



Activities for Part III: The Boston and Concord Response

1y

2)

3)

Colonists talked about “non-importation” and “non-consumption” agreements. They would not have
used the word “boycott.” Look up the word “boycott” in a dictionary or encyclopedia to find out when
and why the word came into use.

How do you think the colonists would gain support for their cause by refusing to buy or use goods
imported from England?

Look up the vocabulary words marked with *___*.

Activities for Part IV: The Minute Men

1))

2)
3)

4)

On map #2, locate some of the towns that sent militia troops to Concord on April 19, 1775 and mark
them with a star. Note: Students will use this same map in the next section to trace the routes of British
Soldiers.

Identify the colony, the body of water around it, and the islands.

On the map, locate Boston, Cambridge, Somerville, Arlington (Menotomy in colonial times), Salem,
Lincoln, Lexington, Concord, and Worcester.

Reread the section above that describes who was required to serve in the militia. What Concord
residents were automatically excluded from serving? Would you support a war for political freedom
that did not include you?

5) Read the worksheet about “Brown Bess” and discuss how the weapon influenced battle tactics.
Activities for Part V: One If By Land, Two If By Sea
1) Find definitions for the vocabulary words marked * * in this section. Imagine you lived in

2)

3)

Boston in 1775. Use at least four of the vocabulary words to write a letter to a friend or relative in
Concord warning him or her of British troop movements OR imagine you are a British soldier with
orders to march to some secret destination. Use at least five of the vocabulary words to write a letter
home.

Review the events on the timeline 1763 - 1775 up to this point. Individually, or in groups, students
should place the events on a line allotting three inches to each year. Display the completed timelines
and discuss the progression of events.

Optional activity for classroom or home assignment: direct students to make a timeline of their lives
displaying their own significant events below the line and any major world or local events above the
line. For example, the beginning or end of a war and the election of presidents or the opening of a
new school and the construction of a playground.

Activities for Part VI: The Shot Heard 'Round the World

1Y)
2)

3)

Have the students act out one or more of the April 19th skits. Alternatively, have the students write
their own skits based on their readings and classwork.

Imagine you are a member of Major Buttrick’s family. Discuss your feelings as dead and wounded
militiamen are brought to your home. Write a letter or poem about it.

Try to see the events described above in your imagination. Make a drawing of one episode.



Activities for Part VII; Battle Road: Retreat to Boston

D

2)

Direct students to work in groups to create a timeline of the events of April 18 and 19. Make the
timeline an hour-by-hour chart from the time the British troops began gathering on Boston Common
until they reached the safety of Charlestown. Discuss how the British soldiers must have been feeling.
Divide the students into two groups, one British soldiers and one colonial militia men. Give the
groups a limited amount of time to talk in their groups about the emotions each group might have felt
at the end of the day. Then direct each student in the two groups to write a short poem from the
soldier's point of view based on the discussion. Instruct students to use at least five of the vocabulary
words in the poem.

Activities for Part VIII: After the War For Independence

1)

2)

3)

4)

Have students find the definitions for the vocabulary words marked *___* above. As a group,
compute the next major anniversary of the battles of Lexington and Concord. Allow students to
discuss how old they will be, what they might be doing and what kinds of celebrations they might
plan.

Look through your local telephone directory to see how many different kinds of businesses you can
find that use “Minute Man” in their name. Discuss why a business might use this symbol.

Divide students into groups of three to five. Allow each group to review the list describing national
parks that commemorate the events of the American Revolution. Instruct each group to select one
park from the listand write a letter to that park requesting information about the site. As parks respond
have the groups read the information and make a presentation to the class describing the park story
and what park visitors can see there today.

Have students complete the word search on next page.



WORD SEARCH

Find the following words in the puzzle below. The words may run up, down, forward, backward or
diagonally.

ADAMS LOOT REDCOATS
ALLIES MILITIA REPUBLIC
BILLET MINUTE MEN REVERE
BOYCOTT MUNITIONS OBELISK
SIEGE PARK STRATEGY
BROWN BESS PATRIOT TREATY
BUTTRICK PETITION WAR
CHARTER DEMOCRACY RAID

FREEDOM






