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The forms in this document are for commercial overnight backpacking operators who have 
been issued a Commercial Use Authorization by Grand Canyon National Park. A Commercial 
Use Authorization is required before a backcountry permit will be issued for a commercial 
overnight backpacking trip. 
 
The National Park Service reserves the right to establish commercial user night limitations for 
the time periods and/or Use Areas as future conditions may warrant. This need shall be 
evaluated as part of the Backcountry Management Plan public review process. Backcountry 
commercial use (Corridor and non-Corridor), including North Rim winter use, will not be limited 
at this time except as follows: 

1. An exception to the restrictions on overnight Corridor use may be made for 
commercially guided special populations (physically or otherwise handicapped). 
Commercial use for Corridor hikes for these organizations may be granted by the 
Superintendent on a need basis, after careful review of each request individually on its 
own merits. 

2. Commercial Use Authorizations will not be issued for authorized activities granted to 
existing Concessionaires under the terms of current Concession contracts. 

 
Commercial operators must compete for Backcountry Use Permits on the same basis as 
noncommercial groups and parties. No other special consideration or exceptions to reservation 
policies, campground and/or Use Area limits, etc., will be granted. All commercial operators 
may have equal access to the backcountry reservation system in order to book verifiable client 
reservations. Verifiable clients are trip participants whom the commercial operator can identify 
by name, telephone number, and address. 
 
Information about obtaining a Commercial Use Authorization can be found at 
http://www.nps.gov/grca/parkmgmt/businesswithpark.htm 
 
DEFINITION OF COMMERCIAL USE 
 
A commercial use is defined as any or all goods, activities, services, agreements, or anything offered to park 
visitors and/or the general public for recreational purposes which uses park resources or is undertaken for or 
results in compensation, monetary gain, benefit, or profit to an individual, organization, or corporation, whether or 
not such entity is organized for purposes recognized as non-profit under Local, State, or Federal law. 
 
Guided trips or services which collect a fee in excess of the actual personal costs of the trip and/or for payment of 
other than actual personal trip expenses for guides or leaders, are considered commercial trips. This includes 
nonprofit organizations providing a livelihood for people through provision of these services. 
 
Groups who are part of a school (and can meet the educational fee waiver requirements), church, family, or non-
commercial organization are not required to obtain a Commercial Use Authorization. A non-commercial 
organization that is recognized under the Internal Revenue Service Code of Federal Regulations as Tax-Exempt 
and who can show proof that their activity is not taxable for commercial purposes does not need to obtain a 
Commercial Use Authorization. The organization must submit their request in writing stating why their proposed 
activity is not taxable and non-commercial to the Division of Concessions at Grand Canyon National Park along 
with a copy of their IRS determination letter. 
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Commercial Use Authorization Backcountry Permit - Verifiable Client List 
Client name, address, and phone number are required. Email address is optional, but you are strongly encouraged to provide it. 

1. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

2. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

3. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

4. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

5. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

6. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

7. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

8. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

9. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

10. Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

By signing, I certify that stated client(s) initiated contact with my company and requested services for dates and locations indicated on the attached backcountry permit. I understand 
that a Grand Canyon Commercial Use Authorization backcountry permit is void without verifiable clients. 

Organization   

Printed Name   Signature   



 

 

 

   

 

To assist us in understanding your intentions, please include nights at Phantom Ranch, on Forest Service land, on Tribal land, and 
at rim stock sites. Dates should be consecutive within itinerary. Itinerary requests can be longer than 6 nights.

* if part of a larger group obtaining more than 
one permit, organization name is required

Associated Groups: In order to preserve the backcountry experience for all visitors and to decrease impacts caused by social trailing, regulations stipulate that all 
permits are void when a group (i.e. same club, organization, group of friends, etc.) obtains multiple permits for the same campground or use area for the same night. 
Please contact the Backcountry Information Center for further clarification prior to applying.

To assist us in understanding your intentions, please include nights at Phantom Ranch, on Forest Service land, on Tribal land, and 
at rim stock sites. Dates should be consecutive within itinerary. Itinerary requests can be longer than 6 nights.

* if part of a larger group obtaining more than 
one permit, organization name is required

Associated Groups: In order to preserve the backcountry experience for all visitors and to decrease impacts caused by social trailing, regulations stipulate that all 
permits are void when a group (i.e. same club, organization, group of friends, etc.) obtains multiple permits for the same campground or use area for the same night. 
Please contact the Backcountry Information Center for further clarification prior to applying.

        
     

     
     

  
  

   
       

 

      
    

  

      
           

    

        
     

     
     

  
  

   
       

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK
 
BACKCOUNTRY PERMIT REQUEST FORM
 

Submit form by fax (928) 638-2125 (preferable) or by mail to:
 
Backcountry Information Center, Grand Canyon National Park, PO Box 129, Grand Canyon, AZ 86023
 

For additional information, call direct Monday - Friday, 1-5 PM at (928) 638-7875
 
or contact us by e-mail: grca_bic@nps.gov
 

Name:  Phone 

Address:  e-mail 

City: 

Country: 

State: Zip: Trailhead Vehicles 

Organization: 

st pl # st pl # 

* if part of a larger group obtaining more than
# of People: Beginning Trailhead: 

one permit, organization name is required 

# of Horses: Ending Trailhead: 

Please do not send me a Grand Canyon Hiking Video (I already have one). 

Associated Groups: In order to preserve the backcountry experience for all visitors and to decrease impacts caused by social trailing, regulations stipulate that all 
permits are void when a group (i.e. same club, organization, group of friends, etc.) obtains multiple permits for the same campground or use area for the same night. 
Please contact the Backcountry Information Center for further clarification prior to applying. 

To assist us in understanding your intentions, please include nights at Phantom Ranch, on Forest Service land, on Tribal land, and 
at rim stock sites. Dates should be consecutive within itinerary. Itinerary requests can be longer than 6 nights. 

First Choice: Second Choice: Third Choice: 
Date (m/d/yy) / Use Area or Campsite Date (m/d/yy) / Use Area or Campsite Date (m/d/yy) / Use Area or Campsite 

1 1 1 

2 2 2 

3 3 3 

4 4 4 

5 5 5 

6 6 6 

Additional Choices (if all choices above are unavailable, the Backcountry Information Center will retry using options you selected below): 
Campsites Trip Length (# of nights) Group Size Start Date 

minimum IfIf sspacpace fore for a la laarrgge gre group (oup (77--111 peopl1 people)e) iiss earliest 
nnoott aavvaailailabbllee,, II aamm wwillinillingg ttoo aacceccepptt aa ppeerrmmiitt 

maximum forfor 6 peopl6 people.e. latest 

Frequent Hiker Membership (waives the $10 permit fee for 12 months from date of purchase): Use Hiker Credit on File 
I am already a member Please enroll me for 1 year/ $25 No Thanks 

Payment Information: Pay by credit card or check. Payments are non-refundable. Cost: $5 per person per night plus $10 flat fee. 

Exp. Date: 

Total Authorized permit Cost: Cardholder Name: Signature: 

Information, Deadlines, and Constraints: 

CCanyanyon hion hikerkerss araree ffuullllyy rreesponsisponsibbllee ffoorr knowknowiing and obeyng and obeyiingng alalll rregulegulatiations;ons; obtaiobtainn a fa frree copyee copy ofof thethe BackcountrBackcountryy TTrriipp PlPlanneranner byby 
calcallliingng ((928)928) 638-638-78887888 oror vviisisitt the backcountrthe backcountryy sectisectionon ofof ourour wwebsiebsittee at nps.govat nps.gov//grgrca.ca. PerPermmiitt rrequestsequests can becan be mmaade byde by ffaaxx,, mmaaiil,l, oorr 
iinn perpersson (on (sseeee ccontacontact it innffoorrmmaatitionon abovabove)e).. PERPERMMIITT RREEQUQUESTESTS AS ARREE NNOOTT AACCCCEPTEPTEDED BBYY TTEELLEPHEPHONONE ORE OR EMEMAAIILL. Re. Reqquueestssts 
mmuusstt be posbe postmtmararkkeded oror ffaaxxeded no earno earlliieerr thanthan the fthe fiirrsstt ofof thethe mmonth,onth, ffourour mmoonthsnths prpriioorr toto thethe prproposoposeded ssttarart mt moonth;nth; plpleaseasee alalllooww upup toto 
33 wweeks feeks foorr yyourour rrequest toequest to bebe prprocessed.ocessed. PerPermmiits cancelledts cancelled atat least 4least 4 daydayss inin advadvance wance willill rreeceivceive ae a hikerhiker crcreditedit ((mmiinus anus a $10$10 
cancellationcancellation ffee)ee) vvaalidlid ffoorr 11 yyearear.. All fAll feesees paidpaid to the Backcountrto the Backcountryy InInffoorrmmaation Centertion Center arare NON-e NON-REFREFUNDABLE!UNDABLE! Denied rDenied reequests wquests wiillll 
notnot iinnccuurr a ca charharge.ge. 
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