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Site: CONWP Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

Cowpens National Battlefield, South Carolina

Cowpens National Battlefield was the scene of one of the turning points of the American
Revol uti on, and one of the great mlitary strategic naneuvers, and today is stil
visited by and studied by mlitary staff rides. On this field in January 1781

Aneri can general Daniel Mrgan inspired and |l ed his Continental and nilitia troops to a
stunning victory over the hated British commander, Banastre “Bl oody” Tarleton. Wthin
an hour, Mdrgan's troops had al nost annihilated the British regulars, capturing or
killing nearly 900 of the 1,000 British soldiers.

Cowpens National Battlefield was established in 1972 after nany decades of chanpi oning
by the local citizens and patriotic organizations. The park is an 842 acre site which
contains the entirety of the battlefield, a visitor center, picnic area and severa

nm | es of hiking and equestrian trails. The park represents a critical public open
space for the region in which nost |and ownership is in private hands. The park is

wi thin an hour drive of the |argest population center in South Carolina and the rapidly
devel oping 1-85 corridor. It is used by many fam lies as a place for outdoor
recreation, famly gatherings and solitude. Many local citizens view the park as
“their” park and see it as a part of their I|egacy and heritage.

The Centennial vision for Cowpens National Battlefield, Congressional del egation
friends, regional partners and interested citizens is to tell the story of the critica
role of the southern states in the Revolution. Park advocates want the park managers
to continue to protect and enhance the visual and aesthetic qualities of the park

(i ncl udi ng encroachi ng di mi ni shnent of the park boundaries) while increasing the
capacity of the park facilities and staffing to accommpdate nore on-site progranms for
fam |l ies and school children while taking the Ilead in reaching out to schools and
students, both on and off site. The National Park Service is seen in the |oca
conmunity as an agent for pronoting the inportance of preserving the proud heritage of
this region and educati ng young people about the role this region had in the

devel opnent of our country. Also, the NPS is seen as one of the environnental |eaders
in inspiring this and future generations in nature appreciation and activities.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
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Site:

COonp STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Cowpens National Battlefield will continue to restore the site of one of the
climatic battles of the Revolutionary War. The park has made significant
strides to begin restoring the battlefield to resenble the “Cowpens” in 1781
in order to understand the setting, strategies and how the battle unfol ded.
Wthout the restoration efforts it is nearly inpossible to understand and

| earn about the brilliant tactical maneuvers of General Mrgan, one of the
great heroes of the Revolution. The battle is still visited today by
mlitary staff rides to study the classic nmilitary tactic “the double

envel opnent ”.

Cowpens NB will partner with the Pal netto Conservation Foundation to continue
wor k that was acconplished during the past five years. Additional areas need
to be cleared, restored and maintained to conplete the entire battlefield.
This work will be supported through corporate donations from conpanies in the
Spart anburg- Greenville, SC area.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Cconp STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no conpelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience renains
untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

D. Assure that no conpelling chapter in American heritage experience remains
unt ol d.

Cowpens National Battlefield will work with several small coll eges and
uni versities in the region to develop internships for history and education
students to go to local grade, middle and high schools to present on-site
presentations on the Revol utionary War and the role that South Carolina and
Cowpens NB played in the war. Park staff find that many | ocal children have
no under standi ng of the Revol utionary War and have never visited the park,
al t hough it nmay be in their “own backyard”.

The park staff will work with the interns to develop curriculum and foll ow
up visits to the park. This programw Il help connect the park to | ocal
conmuni ties and hel p gain an understandi ng and respect by the local children
for their heritage and inportance in the founding of this country.

The park will partner with the local universities to support this program
t hr ough mat chi ng fundi ng and speci al endowrents from | ocal educational

progr amns.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

Site:

COonp RECREATI ON

Establi sh “volun-tourisni excursions to national parks for volunteers to help
achi eve natural and cultural resource protection goals.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The restoration of the Cowpens battlefield will provide opportunities for

vol unteers fromthe surroundi ng netropolitan area (Greenville-Spartanburg, SC
and Charlotte, NC) to help with the battlefield restoration and to |earn
about National Parks, the Revolutionary War and the climatic battle of
Cowpens. The park will work with outdoor recreation retailers such as REl to
organi ze vol unteer work days. The park will also devel op vol unteer prograns
for several small universities and colleges within the region help in
restoration efforts.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

conp RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease the number of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated prograns such
as canpfire tal ks, hikes, and school prograns.

Cowpens National Battlefield currently has a visitor center with no
auditoriumand Iimted seating capacity. By expanding the current visitor
center, the capacity to give prograns to school groups, special prograns and
| arge tour groups will significantly increase the nunber of visitors to
ranger |ed programs. The park often has to |limt prograns because of |ack of
an auditoriumand the safety and fire code limts of the current visitor
center. The expanded visitor center will allow visitors and children to gain
greater exposure to rangers and the park story, hence inproving the ability
to attract new visitors to a park that is within a short driving distance
fromtwo najor |nterstates.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site:

COonp EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

By devel oping internships with [ocal colleges and universities, the park wll
be able to tap into the latest in educational theory and nediumto devel op
progranms that can reach today’s young people. This programw |l not only
provide a forumfor tonorrow s educators to gain real world experience, but

al so expose themto the ideals and opportunities of the national park
experience. It provides a forumfor children to |earn about their heritage
and be inspired by young people fromtheir own conmunities. It will energize
the park staff and create new and neaningful ties to |ocal comunities and
expose the park staff to new opportunities for partnerships.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

conp EDUCATI ON

Pronmote life-long learning to connect generations through park experiences.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

A. Cooperate with educators to provide curriculumnmaterials, high-quality
pr ogr amns.

The park lacks the facilities and capacity to accombdate school groups of
over 50 in the visitor center. This has been very limting and has hi ndered
the park’s ability to narket the park to grade school, high school,

uni versities and historical tourismas a “class roonf destination. Wth a
new audi toriumand high tech abilities to provide state of the art
presentations, Cowpens NB can becone one of the primary destinations for a
| arge popul ati on base within a one hour drive of the park.

The park will partner with the Pal metto Conservati on Foundation to fund
raise for the visitor center expansion. This effort will focus on several
| arge corporations that are |ocated within the Spartanburg-Geenville, SC
ar ea.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site:

COonp EDUCATI ON

Inmpart to every Anmerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
par ks.

Site:

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

The restoration of Cowpens National Battlefield has increased visitor

enj oynment of the park as the prem er open green space of this region. By
restoring the battlefield, the “open” pasture |like setting has made wal ki ng
and solitude in a nature setting an increasingly popular activity, especially
in the norning and evening. Fanilies are one of the primary participants in
t hese activities. The battle of Cowpens has deep roots for many of the
famlies of this region and they take a strong sense of pride and ownership
in the National Park and the inproved historical sense of the park. The
conpl etion of the battlefield restoration will provide a greater sense of
under st andi ng of the battle and i nprove the visual qualities and vegetation
di versity of the park

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Cconp PROFESSI ONALI SM

Pronmote a safety and health culture for all enployees and visitors.

Reduce the nunber of enployee lost-tine incidents and serious visitor
injuries by 20 percent.

The current park visitor center has a linted capacity. A new auditorium

will allow for visitors to enjoy the park in a safe environment that neets

al | safety codes. Park rangers will be able to deliver prograns and safety
nessages in a setting that pronotes a sense of responsible stewardship

Wi t hout a sense of crowding and potential for visitor injuries.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: CONP PROFESSI ONALI SM

Model what it means to work in partnership.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The internship programw th | ocal colleges and universities will be an
opportunity for young people to work with national park professionals. This
programwi |l inspire the interns to | earn about the Revol utionary War and the
nati onal park experience. The park staff will have the opportunity to nentor
the interns and in turn be inspired and renewed by the youthful optim sm and
sense of wonder that long time park staff have sonetines have |lost. The
opportunity to be part of this park service internship will be conpetitive
and a high point for the interns’ college experience.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



