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Incident details:

Printed by:

Printed:

Incident:

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
11/14/2017 10:22

NP17075021

Involved persons:

Report no.: NP17075021
Incident Type: SAR (Search and Rescue)
Incident time: 06/08/2017 07:52 -
Reported time: 06/08/2017 07:52
Place of incident: WP WAYPOINT, USA
Clearance status: Closed
Concluded: No
Concluded date:
Summary: YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known

Remarks:
Associated incidents:

to be searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental 
vehicle was located at the Rescue Creek Trailhead. The person was located, 
deceased, on Turkey Pen Mountain.

• DEMAREE. REBECCA / Involved persons (other than above) / Gender 
PARK MT USA 59030 (GARDINER MARKET) )

(Voice) (406) 848-7524

701 SCOTT ST, GARDINER,

Involved persons (other than above) / Gender:

(Voice) (847) 692-0161
Complainant: Involved persons (other than above) / DOB:

(Voice)
• MURPHY, JOSEPH JEFF [DECEASED] / Deceased; Missing person; Visitor / DOB: 10/23/1963 (53) Gender:

Male DL:IL
Coroner report NP17075021:
Incident: 
Task:

NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52
T170393394 [No type - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 14:20 #S38 MOORE, R. ->#S38

Author: 
Entered by: 
Vehicle: 
Officer: 
Case file: 
Remarks:

MOORE. R. [Low] 
#S38 MOORE, R. 
#S38 MOORE, R.

Report time: 09/21/2017 14:21
Entered time: 09/21/2017 14:21

Involved addresses:

• WP WAYPOINT / Incident address; Other /, USA
• YNP NORTH ENTRANCE RD / Dispatch address / YELLOWSTONE N. P.. Montana, USA 82190 (RESCUE 

CREEK TRAILHEAD) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: MAMMOTH)

Involved comm addresses:
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Gender:
(Voice)

DMILLER@HOUSEWARES.ORG)COOK IL USA 60018 (Voice)

•

• MILLER, DEREK / Involved persons (other than above) / Gender 6400 SHAFER COURT. ROSEMONT,
•
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Involved vehicles:

• DODGE JOURNEY 2017 VIN:3C4PDCGB9HT621571 / Associated with / [Sport utility vehicle: Enclosed body - 
nonremovable enclosure (e.g. jeep, SUV)] WA Reg #BEL9606 (RENTAL -- TXT WASHINGTON STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING QUERY RESPONSE REGISTRATION QUERY. LIC/BEL9606 
LIC/BEL9606.LIT/PAS. TAB/V266160.EXP/03-29-2018. VIN/3C4PDCGB9HT621571.
VCO/.VYR/2017.VMA/DODG.VMO/JOURNEY.VST/UT. REGISTERED OWNER INFORMATION NAM/HERTZ 
VEHICLES LLC STR/18625 DES MOINES MEMORIAL DR S. CIT/SEATAC.STA/WA.ZIP/98148-1921. LEGAL 
OWNER INFORMATION NAM/BNY MELLON TRUST CO N A C/O CT SERVICES STR/20 OAK HOLLOW ST 
STE 125. CIT/SOUTHFIELD.STA/MI.ZIP/48033-7445 TITLE INFORMATION TTL/1701967551.TLD/04-07- 
2017.;201706080835/20)

Involved officers:

• Supervising officer / 9 / MOORE, R. / #S38 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #CR148 WEBSTER, P. / 
09/21/2017 / 20170921 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer / 9 / CHUVARSKY, M. / #1148 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #704 BOCK, R. / 
09/21/2017 / 20170921 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer / 9 / CHUVARSKY, M. / #1148 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #704 BOCK, R. / 
09/21/2017 / 20170921 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer / 9 / TOWNSEND, T. / #2303 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #S165 VERESS, L. / 
07/11/2017 / 20170711 --:--:--:---

• Reporting officer / 9 / BOUSKA, S. / #174 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #1620 ROSS, M. / 06/29/2017 / 
20170629 --:--:--:---

• Assisting officer / 9 / KOWALSKI, D. / #828 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #553 BASAK, P. / 06/10/2017 / 
20170610 --:--:--:---

• Reporting officer / 9 / BASAK, P. / #553 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #2303 TOWNSEND, T. / 
06/10/2017 / 20170610 --:--:--:---

Involved property:

• Photograph : Other / Safekeeping / ELECTRONIC FILES / In / [QNAPS] MAMMOTH / P17008726 / P17008726

Modus operandi:

Reports:

General report:
Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (WP WAYPOINT, USA)

(YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known to be 
searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental vehicle was located 
at the Rescu

Task: T170393278 [Serious incident report - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 13:01 #174 BOUSKA, S. -
>#S38 MOORE, R. [Low] Investigation Reports_MURPHY SAR NP17075021 SAR 
(Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (USA) (YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a 
report of an overdue p

Author: #174 BOUSKA, S. Report time: 09/21/2017 12:55
Entered by: #174 BOUSKA, S. Entered time: 09/21/2017 12:55
Remarks: Bouska investigation report
Narrative:

SUMMARY:

I, Sarah Bouska, US Park Ranger at Yellowstone National Park, was assigned as lead investigator for an overdue 
hiker the morning of June 8th, 2017. During interviews of friends and family and through reviewing emails and 
texts from the missing hiker, Joseph “Jeff” Murphy, it was determined that he was searching for the Forrest Fenn 
treasure in the Turkey Penn Peak area of Yellowstone National Park. Jeff Murphy’s body was located by spotters 
in a helicopter the afternoon of June 9th, two days after he started out on his solo hike.
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INITIAL:

Around 11:00am on June 8th, 2017, Ranger Phil Basak called me and asked if I would like to lead Investigations 

on a Search and Rescue incident involving an overdue hiker. I agreed. Ranger Basak informed me that he was 
Incident Commander and I would be working directly under him.

Penn Peak. He flew into Bozeman airport on the evening of the 6th, rented a Hertz rental car and stayed at the 

Quality Inn in Belgrade. He had called her around 8:00 am the morning of the 7th stating that he was about to 

start his hike and told her that he would call her when he was back to his car. I was also informed that the rent, 
car of Joseph Jeff Murphy was still located at the Rescue Creek Traithead the morning of June 8th and that 
rangers had put a "boot" on it so that Murphy could not drive away without contacting the rangers first for

INVESTIGATION:

After being assigned investigations, I met with ASAC Les Seago and asked him to see if he could "ping" Jeff 
Murphy's cell phone to try to determine its location. I also asked him to run a TLO report. Not much later, I 
received word from Beth Dreyer in the Yellowstone NP Communications Center that there was no “ping" 
available for Murphy's phone as it was "turned off". I also received a "clear" report from ASAC Seago for 
Murphy’s TLO. ASAC Seago also sent me an email link to Jeff Murphy’s facebook page. I took a quick look at 
Murphy's facebook page and did not see anything posted recently. I also received an email from Comm Center

Brief summary of what was discussed with on this first phone call:

United Airlines miles to book a flight to Bozeman on June 6th. She stated that he rented a Hertz rental car, 
confirmation H3230309626 and that she had been in contact with Hertz rental car company to have them 
contact her if they heard from Jeff. She said that he stayed in the Belgrade Quality Inn hotel on the evening of 
the 6th. She said she had been accessing his credit card activity online and saw that he ate at a Taco Bell the 

night he arrived in Bozeman and withdrew $200 cash from an ATM.

She said that he had a direct flight booked from Bozeman to Chicago at 12:18pm on June 8th and when I spoke 

with her it was already after 12:18pm. She said she was frequently checking his United Airlines account online 
and saw that he never checked in for his flight, which he normally does the night prior to his flight. His United 
Airlines confirmation # was AEX40Y. She said that he had no known medical issues besides visiting a
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wife of Joseph Jeff Murphy, called Yellowstone'sWhen I arrived at the ICP, I was informed that
dispatch center the evening of June 7th stating that her husband had not returned from his solo hike to Turkey

assistance. stated that Joseph Murphy had a direct flight from Bozeman Montana to Chicago, IL
had informed Phil Basak that Joseph "Jeff" Murphy wasnot much later that day around noon.

attempting to locate the Forrest Fenn treasure and he believed that the treasure would either be easily viewed 
or located at Turkey Penn Peak. She believed that he was going to "top out" Turkey Penn Peak. I was informed
that and Jeff Murphy had come to Yellowstone for a treasure hunting trip on Memorial Day weekend,

May 28th and 29th. I was informed that they were planning to stay at the campsite 1A2 and believed that the 
treasure was located somewhere near this campsite. IC informed me that Tim Townsend was assigned to assist 
with investigations and that he was given the backcountry permit holders for the Rescue Creek Trail as well as 
those slotted to stay at campsite 1A2 around the current time period.

Beth Dreyer stating

I contacted shortly after these emails to follow up with some items and to ask questions. {Please
see supplemental on phone interview.}

stated that Jeff Murphy was looking for the Forrest Fenn treasure to Turkey Penn Peak and that he used his

chiropractor pretty regularly.

he said he would be wearing khaki pants
(unknown brand, but ones he frequently wore while hiking), a navy blue "second skin" shirt, a bright yellow t- 
shirt, and carrying a gray Columbia jacket with royal blue shoulders. She was unsure what shoes he would be 
wearing, but said she would forward photos of his hiking "gear" in future emails to me.

After speaking briefly with Tim Townsend called me to inform me that he was going to open the
rental car and asked if I would like to be present. I drove down to meet him at the rental car parked at the
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Rescue Creek Trailhead. While looking through the contents in the rental car, we noticed a backpack sitting on 
the front passenger seat. There were also clothes, a pair of shoes and food in the very back of the vehicle, 
including a six pack of orange Gatorade with 2 bottles missing. While looking through the backpack on the front 
seat, we discovered an Apple MacBook Pro and various papers including one that seemed to have hand-written 
notations of Yellowstone locations and their elevations.

(See external document uploaded into IMARS labeled as "Hand Written notations of Yellowstone Location 
Elevations" for photo of this item)

On the front seat was also a receipt for entrance into the park. It showed that Murphy paid with $40 cash at 
kiosk #2 at 08:08 am on June 7^. The receipt showed "YELL-DBART" as the employee who worked the 

transaction.

(See external document uploaded into IMARS labeled as "Murphy 07-07-17 North Entrance Receipt" for photo of 
this item)

Ranger Tim Townsend secured the laptop and we departed the vehicle.

I went to the North Entrance Station kiosk to ask questions of the Entrance Station Ranger who interacted with 
Mr. Murphy when he paid and entered the park. I was informed that she was not working at the time and was 
given her phone number. I called her and asked her to call or email me if she remembered anything at all about
her interaction with Mr. Murphy. I never received a phone call or was contacted by this Ranger. I was informed 
that she was working in kiosk #2 lane, so Mr. Murphy would have entered the park using the outside pay lane at

I contacted the Quality Inn hotel in Belgrade and asked if they had security cameras of their parking lots or front 
desk. I was looking to obtain documentation of what Mr. Murphy was wearing when he left the hotel and to 
confirm that he was alone. I was informed that they did, in fact, have multiple security cameras throughout the 
property and they could give me the security camera footage if I could get someone to their location to 
download it. I was informed by phone call later that day that they did not have video footage of Mr. Murphy 
checking out at the front desk on the 7th and they believed that he probably checked out by phone. They did 

confirm that he stayed with them the evening of the 6th and checked out of the hotel the morning of the 7th. 
They said that I should contact them should I need video footage of the other areas outside of the front desk.

After contacting the North Entrance Station, I returned to the office and talked with
times. and Jeff Murphy's sister both contacted me throughout the day

a couple more

explaining intensions of flying into Bozeman the next day, June 9th.  I referred them to the assigned family
liaison, Katy Anderson Wilkinson. Throughout the day, both emailed me

interview report.}

June 9th:

After attending the briefing that took place with the search teams, I contacted Tom Taylor of Yellowstone's 
computer support services to try to look at the content on Mr. Murphy's laptop. I was informed by Tom that I 
needed a password in order to view the contents of the laptop. I contacted Mr. Miller of International 
Housewares Association and colleague of Jeff Murphy's. Mr. Miller gave me what he believed to be the 
"universal” password for the laptop of Mr. Murphy. He said that he personally set up Mr. Murphy’s laptop. He
also gave me permission to look at the contents of the laptop in order to assist determining where Mr. Murphy
may be hiking or exploring in the park. After talking with Mr. Miller, I received consent from 
look at Jeff's work laptop as well. {See supplemental for Mr. Miller's interview}

After receiving the password, we were able to open the contents of Mr. Murphy's work laptop. Tom Taylor took 
photographs of the screens and links that were open or recently viewed. There were quite a few online websites 
open about the Forest Fenn treasure hunt. One particular open website article, referenced the Rescue Creek
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the entrance station.

{See supplemental

to

forwardeddoing these activities, I also received some via text from Katy Anderson Wilkinson that
to her by phone.

pictures of Jeff Murphy hiking or fishing to show what type of clothes and gear he normally took with him while
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Trail. Murphy also had open screens of "Thrill of the Chase" (Forest Fenn blog site) as well as Chasecat.com. 
Murphy had done recent google searches of "Rescue Creek Trail and Rescue Creek Trail and Lava Creek hike 
734." Murphy also had an open word doc that he recently accessed and modified on June 4, 2017 with notes 
and ideas he had about the Forest Fenn treasure hunt.

Soon after accessing Murphy's laptop, I went to report my findings to IC and was informed that they possibly 
located his body. I traveled down to the Mammoth helipad with Tim Townsend and stood by with the 
ambulance for the flight crew to deliver Murphy's body via helicopter. We placed the body in the ambulance 
and transported it to the Mammoth ambulance bay. Because of pending inclement weather, it was not a 
possibility for me to travel to the site where the body was sited and recovered. Collette Daigle-Berg was on 
scene as a part of a dog search team and it was reported to me that she photographed the location where Mr. 
Murphy's body was finally located.

At the ambulance bay, we met Ranger Matthew Chuvarsky, who said he would be taking the coroner 
responsibilities along with Collette Daigle-Berg. We opened the bag and I photographed the body and Murphy’s 
belongings (from his backpack as well as on his person) with Chuvarsky’s government issued camera. I was 
informed by Chuvarsky that the only item missing from Murphy was his wallet and that Daigle-Berg had 
retrieved that when she assisted with recovering the body.

{See attached coroner report for list of items that were given back to family on behalf of the park recovering 
Murphy's body, backpack and rental car. Also see coroner report for photographs of body and property 
recovered.}

When I saw Collette Daigle-Berg, I informed her that I needed Murphy's wallet in order to put in with the rest of 
his belongings. She stated that was a coroner duty and did not give me the wallet. Later that evening, Tim 
Townsend gathered all of Murphy's belongings including the wallet from Daigle-Berg, items from the rental car 
collected by Ranger John Ferguson and items recovered from Murphy's body and backpack and typed up Dl1-05 
(government property forms). Daigle-Berg was to pick up all the items and property sheets that night at the 
Mammoth Pagoda in order to give them back to the family.

We met with the family when they arrived in the park: IC Phil Basak, Operations Joe Bueter, myself and all of the 
family liasons. Ms. Daigle-Berg showed up about an hour later and informed them of how she perceived Mr. 
Murphy died: cervical spine fracture.

I attended the after action review with all of the other involved management team and superintendent.

Around a week later on June 16th , I contacted Gardiner Market to ask if they had security camera video footage 
of Mr. Murphy coming into the store on June 7th morning. I contacted Gardiner Market because we found a 

Gardiner Market grocery bag in Mr. Murphy's backpack upon retrieval. There were also orange Gatorade 
bottles, water bottles and nuts that appeared to have been recently purchased (possibly items purchased at 
Gardiner Market) in both Murphy's rental car and backpack. After speaking with Market owner, Rebecca 
Demaree, she stated she was able to locate security camera footage of Joseph Murphy entering the Gardiner 
Market on June 7th morning.

I reviewed the security footage with her, where I saw Mr. Murphy enter the Gardiner Market, buy a few items, 
speak briefly with the checker, pay with cash and exit the Market to his rental vehicle. When he sat down in his

CONCLUSION:

Joseph Jeff Murphy entered Yellowstone National Park on 07/07/17 morning with the intention to hike Turkey 
Penn Peak in order to locate the Forest Fenn treasure. His body was located on 07/09/17 and retrieved at the 
bottom of a hill in the Turkey Penn Peak area. It was determined that his death was caused by a large fall and
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start his hike soon) and then he drove out of the parking lot, heading South on Hwy 89 towards the park 
entrance. Mr. Murphy appeared to be alone in all of the security camera footage: while in the store as well as 
when occupying the rental vehicle.

{see attached interview with store owner Rebecca Demaree}

rental vehicle, he made a phone call (around same time said he called to tell her he was going to

coroner stated she believed cause of death was in conjunction with the fall. It
appeared as if he was traveling alone the entire time. All items located on Mr. Murphy at time of body recovery

https://Chasecat.com
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indicate he was looking for treasure and appeared that he did not have intentions of suicide.

Screen shot photographs of Mr. Murphy’s work laptop, photos of Mr. Murphy sent from family members,

END OF REPORT

Supplementary report: 
Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (WP WAYPOINT, USA)

(YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known to be 
searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental vehicle was located 
at the Rescu

Task: T170393278 [Serious incident report - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 13:01 #174 BOUSKA, S. -
>#S38 MOORE. R. [Low] Investigation Reports_MURPHY SAR NP17075021 SAR 
(Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (USA) (YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a 
report of an overdue p

Author: #174 BOUSKA. S. Report time: 09/21/2017 13:20
Entered by: #174 BOUSKA. S. Entered time: 0912112017 13:20
Remarks: Bouska Interview with Derek Miller
Narrative:

Phone Interview with Derek Miller of International Housewares Association on 06/09/17

business cards that I located in Murphy's rental car. Mr. Miller stated that he had worked in an official capacity 
with Murphy since February 1, 2017. My main intention of contacting Mr. Miller was to ask if there was any way 
he would be able to give me access to Murphy's work laptop that we had seized from Murphy's rental vehicle a 
day earlier When I contacted Mr. Miller, he was able to give me the passcode to Murphy's laptop which was 
successful in allowing us to gain access to view Murphy's recent search and user history on the laptop.

I asked Mr. Miller a few questions about Murphy and he was willing to talk with me.

Mr. Miller stated that he had lunch with Murphy on Tuesday, the 6th with other friends/coworkers and Murphy 

did not mention the trip to Yellowstone. He and another colleague noticed that Murphy was wearing his 
medical ID bracelet that all the company employees wear when they were traveling. They thought it was odd 
that he was wearing the ID bracelet as most employees wore it only when they were traveling internationally. 
He said that now he knows that he was wearing it because he was flying later that day to Montana.

Mr. Miller stated that Murphy texted someone at the office on Wednesday, June 7th stating that he was "ill" and 

would not be able to come into work. Mr. Miller said that it was an anomaly that Murphy would lie and skip 
coming into work. He also said it was very odd that Murphy would travel to Yellowstone that week because 
Murphy's assistant was already leaving to Mexico City on Friday for a work related trip and that Murphy was to 
join her on Saturday, the 10th. He said that Murphy knew that he had a lot of prep work to do prior to the 

Mexico City trip coming later that week.

Mr. Miller stated that he knew that Murphy was into "geo-caching” and that he knew he was searching for 
something. He said that he knew that Murphy had been searching for a treasure for many years. He knew he

Miller said that he did not know of any financial issues for Murphy. He did know that Murphy was laid off of his 
previous job in July of 2016 and started working as a consultant for the company on October 1st. Miller said that 
Murphy did not appear depressed nor have any signs of suicide. He said that he did seem a bit obsessive 
compulsive with his hobby of searching for the missing treasure. He stated that Murphy was not in the best 
shape and that he would often be "out of breath" just walking around the office.

END OF INTERVIEW

Supplementary report:
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photographs and video of his visit to Gardiner Market
are all downloaded and available in the V Drive; Ranger Reports Restricted; NP17075021 Murphy folder.

I contacted Derek Miller of International Housewares Association on June 9th while conducting investigations on 

the Murphy SAR. Mr. Miller was a co-worker of Jeff Murphy. His personal phone number had been given to me
but I had reached him at his office number after calling the phone numbers listed on Murphy'sby

he kept this information very private and only shared that he had this hobby with close friends and a few family 
members.

He also knew thatgot close on Memorial Day (when Murphy was out here in Yellowstone with his wife
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Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (WP WAYPOINT. USA)
(YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known to be 
searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental vehicle was located 
at the Rescu
T170393278 [Serious incident report - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 13:01 #174 BOUSKA. S. -
>#S38 MOORE. R. [Low] Investigation Reports_MURPHY SAR NP17075021 SAR 
(Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (USA) (YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a 
report of an overdue p

Author:
Entered by: 
Remarks: 
Narrative:

#174 BOUSKA, S.
#174 BOUSKA, S.

Report time: 10/11/2017 14:46
Entered time: 10/11/2017 14:46

summary of Interviews done on 6/8717 and 6/9/17

June 8th, 2017 summary of multiple interviews and conversations:

the Forrest Fenn treasure nearTurkey Penn Peak and that he used his United Airlines 
miles to book a flight to Bozeman on June 6th. She stated that he rented a Hertz 

rental car, confirmation H3230309626 and that she had been in contact with Hertz 
rental car company to have them contact her if they heard from Jeff. She said that 
he stayed in the Belgrade Quality Inn hotel on the evening of the 6th. She said she 

had been accessing his credit card activity online and saw that he ate at a Taco Bell 
the night he arrived in Bozeman and withdrew $200 cash from an ATM.

She said that he had a direct flight booked from Bozeman to Chicago at 12:18pm on 
June 8th and when I spoke with her it was already after 12:18pm. She said she was 

frequently checking his United Airlines account online and saw that he never 
checked in for his flight, which he normally does the night prior to his flight. His 
United Airlines confirmation # was AEX40Y. She said that he had no known medical

She said he would be
wearing khaki pants (unknown brand, but ones he frequently wore while hiking), a 
navy blue "second skin" shirt, a bright yellow t-shirt, and carrying a gray Columbia 
jacket with royal blue shoulders. She said he wears a khaki colored backpack of 
some prominent brand that she could not recall. She was unsure what shoes he 
would be wearing, but said she would forward photos of his hiking "gear" in future 
emails to me and that he was a size 10.5 shoe. She said he often purchased his 
shoes abroad or on Amazon Prime, but that the shoes she thought he had brought 
along to hike in were still in his closet at home.

She said that they both had just returned from a treasure-hunting hike to campsite 
1A2 around Memorial Day weekend. They had driven to and from Yellowstone 
National Park for that trip from May 25-May 29th, 2017.

She said that Jeff often takes a small shovel along in case he needs to scrape the dirt 
in order to assist with locating the hidden treasure. She informed me that the 
treasure is not buried, but is supposed to be on the surface of the ground, but

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)

Printed by: 174 Date: 11/14/2017 10:22 Computer: INPYELL058474 Page 7 of 10

and I were in contact on both June 8th and June 9th multiple times.

she stated that Jeff Murphy was looking forOn the first initial phone call

issues besides visiting a chiropractor pretty regularly.

Task:
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probably hidden from view. He always walks with a "hiking stick" (found out later 
this meant trekking pole) in his right hand and always carries bear spray.

greet them with a "hi." She says he very rarely goes off trails and if he does, it is not 
further than 50 feet or so. She said this is because he has been hunting for the 
treasure with his kids in the past and knows this is the safest thing to do. She said 
he is good with directions and he will be looking for something that may be a "clue" 
as to where the treasure may be; markers, stones, etc.

 wears while fishing or recreating outdoors. These pictures are saved on V
Drive/Ranger Reports-restricted/2017 Supporting Documents/NP17075021 Murphy
SAR.

He is mild-mannered, easy going, loves NPS and outdoors, likes to fish and hike, he 
would ask for help if he needed it, very unlike him not to answer his cell phone,
unlike him to be out of communication for so long, he is glued to phone, he is not a 
big risk-taker, hiking alone for him is odd and his parents reside

that Jeff was an owner and President of his

International Sales with the International Housewares Association. He started there 
in March of 2017. She gave me the name and phone number of Jeff’s friend and 
colleague there: Derek Miller.

During other talks with she provided me text message strings between her
and Jeff where Jeff states that he needs to come back to Yellowstone to search for 
the treasure. She said he was ADAMANT that the treasure was somewhere near the 
1A2 campsite they had visited over Memorial Day weekend. She said that on 
Saturday (prior to him leaving for YELL) that he told her that he "thinks it is on the
north side of the trail." She said he told her that is "exactly where it is." said
that she was worried about him coming and hiking alone and that she expressed her 
concern to him. She also forwarded me emails that she sent to Forest Fenn as well 
as Forest Fenn's responses to her emails after she knew that Jeff was missing.

All of these correspondences are available to view at V Drive/Ranger Reports- 
restriced/2017 supporting documents/NP17075021 Murphy SAR.

When was alerted that we had Jeff's work laptop and wanted to open it to

gave her approval for us to look at the contents of the laptop.

-END OF SUMMARY OF

Supplementary report
Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (WP WAYPOINT. USA)

(YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known to be
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said that Jeff is very friendly on the trail; he will talk with others he meets and

emailed and texted many pictures of Jeff in the hiking gear that he typically

stated a few things about Jeff's personality:

I found out through talking with
own business at one point and that he currently works as Vice President of

INTERVIEWS-

view possible google searches and websites he was reviewing the night before, she
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searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental vehicle was located 
at the Rescu

Task: T170393278 (Serious incident report - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 13:01 #174 BOUSKA. S. -
>#338 MOORE. R. [Low] Investigation Reports_MURPHY SAR NP17075021 SAR 
(Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (USA) (YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a 
report of an overdue p

Author: #174 BOUSKA. S. Report time: 10/31/2017 10:55
Entered by: #174 BOUSKA. S. Entered time: 10/31/2017 10:55
Remarks: Gardiner Market security camera review
Narrative:

Gardiner Market Interview and Security Tape Review on 06/16/17

Around a week later on June 16th , I contacted Gardiner Market to ask if they had 
security camera video footage of Mr. Murphy coming into the store on June 7th 

morning. I contacted Gardiner Market because we found a Gardiner Market 
grocery bag in Mr. Murphy's backpack upon retrieval. There were also orange 
Gatorade bottles, water bottles and nuts that appeared to have been recently 
purchased (possibly items purchased at Gardiner Market) in both Murphy's rental 
car and backpack. After speaking with Market owner, Rebecca Demaree, she stated 
she was able to locate security camera footage of Joseph Murphy entering the 
Gardiner Market on June 7th morning.

I reviewed the security footage from June 7th morning with her, where I saw Mr. 

Murphy enter the Gardiner Market, buy a six pack of Orange Gatorade, a couple 
bananas and some water bottles, speak briefly with the checker, pay with cash and 
exit the Market to his rental vehicle. When he sat down in his rental vehicle, he

Ms. Demaree stated that she was standing underneath the security camera as Mr. 
Murphy was checking out at the register. She said he smiled and appeared to be in 
a "good mood". She said he spoke cordially with the checker and seemed like a 
happy person.

There are three total security camera videos from Gardiner Market and all are 
available on V Driver/Ranger Reports-Restricted/ 2017 Supporting Documents/ 
NP17075021 _Murphy SAR

-END OF INTERVIEW and CAMERA REVIEW-

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 196.81 KB]: 
Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (WP WAYPOINT. USA)

(YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known to be 
searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental vehicle was located 
at the Rescu

Task: T170393278 [Serious incident report - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 13:01 #174 BOUSKA. S. -
>#S38 MOORE. R. [Low] Investigation Reports_MURPHY SAR NP17075021 SAR 
(Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (USA) (YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a 
report of an overdue p

Author: #174 BOUSKA. S. Report time: 09/21/2017 12:50
Entered by: #174 BOUSKA. S. Entered time: 09/21/2017 12:50
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going to start his hike soon). He then drove out of the parking lot, heading south on 
Hwy 89 towards the park entrance. Mr. Murphy appeared to be alone in all of the 
security camera footage: while in the store as well as when occupying the rental 
vehicle.

made a phone call (around same time said he called to tell her he was
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Person: 
Address:
Vehicle:
Officer:
Remarks:

MURPHY. JOSEPH JEFF [DECEASED] 10/23/1963 (53) M DL:IL

Murphy 7-7-17 North Entrance receipt

Ext. doc. occ report [JPG, 48.12 KB]:
Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (WP WAYPOINT. USA)

(YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known to be 
searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental vehicle was located 
at the Rescu

Task:

Author:
Entered by:
Person:
Address:

T170393278 [Serious incident report - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 13:01 #174 BOUSKA. S. - 
>#S38 MOORE, R. [Low] Investigation Reports_MURPHY SAR NP17075021 SAR 
(Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (USA) (YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a 
report of an overdue p
#174 BOUSKA. S. Report time: 09/21/201713:57
#174 BOUSKA. S. Entered time: 09/21/2017 13:57
MURPHY. JOSEPH JEFF [DECEASED] 10/23/1963 (53) M DL:IL

Vehicle:
Officer:
Remarks: hand written notations of Yellowstone location elevations

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 2.73 MB]:
incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (WP WAYPOINT, USA)

(YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a report of an overdue person who was known to be 
searching for the Forrest Fenn Treasure. The overdue person's rental vehicle was located 
at the Rescu

Task: T170393278 [Serious incident report - Closed] Due: 09/22/2017 13:01 #174 BOUSKA. S. -
>#S38 MOORE. R. [Low] Investigation Reports_MURPHY SAR NP17075021 SAR 
(Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52 (USA) (YELL SAR. Yellowstone received a 
report of an overdue p

Author: #553 BASAK.P. Report time: 10/16/2017 09:31
Entered by:     #553 BASAK. P. Entered time: 10/16/2017 09:31

Vehicle:
Officer:
Remarks: Murphy NPS SAR report
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Address:
Person: MURPHY. JOSEPH JEFF [DECEASED] 10/23/1963 (53) M DL:IL
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General Report

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service
Printed: 11/14/2017 10:27 by 174

Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52

Author: #174 BOUSKA, S.
Entered by:    #174 BOUSKA, S.

Report time: 09/21/2017 12:55
Entered time: 09/21/2017 12:55

Remarks:
Bouska investigation report

Report:
SUMMARY:

I, Sarah Bouska, US Park Ranger at Yellowstone National Park, was assigned as lead investigator for an overdue hiker the 
morning of June 8th, 2017. During interviews of friends and family and through reviewing emails and texts from the missing 
hiker, Joseph "Jeff" Murphy, it was determined that he was searching for the Forrest Fenn treasure in the Turkey Penn Peak 
area of Yellowstone National Park. Jeff Murphy's body was located by spotters in a helicopter the afternoon of June 9th, 
two days after he started out on his solo hike.

INITIAL:

Around 11:00am on June 8th, 2017, Ranger Phil Basak called me and asked if I would like to lead Investigations on a Search 
and Rescue incident involving an overdue hiker. I agreed. Ranger Basak informed me that he was Incident Commander and 
I would be working directly under him.

center the evening of June 7th stating that her husband had not returned from his solo hike to Turkey Penn Peak. He flew 
into Bozeman airport on the evening of the 6th, rented a Hertz rental car and stayed at the Quality Inn in Belgrade. He had 
called her around 8:00 am the morning of the 7th stating that he was about to start his hike and told her that he would call 
her when he was back to his car. I was also informed that the rental car of Joseph Jeff Murphy was still located at the 
Rescue Creek Trailhead the morning of June 8th and that rangers had put a "boot” on it so that Murphy could not drive
away without contacting the rangers first for assistance.
Bozeman Montana to Chicago, IL not much later that day around noon.

stated that Joseph Murphy had a direct flight from
had informed Phil Basak that Joseph

"Jeff" Murphy was attempting to locate the Forrest Fenn treasure and he believed that the treasure would either be easily 
viewed or located at Turkey Penn Peak. She believed that he was going to "top out" Turkey Penn Peak. I was informed
that and Jeff Murphy had come to Yellowstone for a treasure hunting trip on Memorial Day weekend, May 28th

somewhere near this campsite. IC informed me that Tim Townsend was assigned to assist with investigations and that he 
was given the backcountry permit holders for the Rescue Creek Trail as well as those slotted to stay at campsite 1A2 around 
the current time period.

INVESTIGATION:

After being assigned investigations, I met with ASAC Les Seago and asked him to see if he could "ping" Jeff Murphy's cell 
phone to try to determine its location. I also asked him to run a TLO report. Not much later, I received word from Beth 
Dreyer in the Yellowstone NP Communications Center that there was no "ping" available for Murphy's phone as it was 
"turned off". I also received a "clear" report from ASAC Seago for Murphy's TLO. ASAC Seago also sent me an email link to 
Jeff Murphy's facebook page. I took a quick look at Murphy's facebook page and did not see anything posted recently. I
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When I arrived at the ICP, I was informed that wife of Joseph Jeff Murphy, called Yellowstone's dispatch

and 29th. I was informed that they were planning to stay at the campsite 1A2 and believed that the treasure was located
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stated that Jeff Murphy was looking for the Forrest Fenn treasure to Turkey Penn Peak and that he used his United
Airlines miles to book a flight to Bozeman on June 6 . She stated that he rented a Hertz rental car, confirmation 
H3230309626 and that she had been in contact with Hertz rental car company to have them contact her if they heard from 
Jeff. She said that he stayed in the Belgrade Quality Inn hotel on the evening of the 6th. She said she had been accessing his 
credit card activity online and saw that he ate at a Taco Bell the night he arrived in Bozeman and withdrew $200 cash from 
an ATM.

She said that he had a direct flight booked from Bozeman to Chicago at 12:18pm on June 8th and when I spoke with her it 
was already after 12:18pm. She said she was frequently checking his United Airlines account online and saw that he never 
checked in for his flight, which he normally does the night prior to his flight. His United Airlines confirmation # was
AEX40Y. She said that he had no known medical issues besides visiting a chiropractor pretty regularly.

She 
said he would be wearing khaki pants (unknown brand, but ones he frequently wore while hiking), a navy blue "second 
skin" shirt, a bright yellow t-shirt, and carrying a gray Columbia jacket with royal blue shoulders. She was unsure what 
shoes he would be wearing, but said she would forward photos of his hiking "gear" in future emails to me.

After speaking briefly with Tim Townsend called me to inform me that he was going to open the rental car
and asked if I would like to be present. I drove down to meet him at the rental car parked at the Rescue Creek Trailhead.
While looking through the contents in the rental car, we noticed a backpack sitting on the front passenger seat. There were 
also clothes, a pair of shoes and food in the very back of the vehicle, including a six pack of orange Gatorade with 2 bottles 
missing. While looking through the backpack on the front seat, we discovered an Apple MacBook Pro and various papers 
including one that seemed to have hand-written notations of Yellowstone locations and their elevations.

{See external document uploaded into IMARS labeled as "Hand Written notations of Yellowstone Location Elevations" for 
photo of this item}

On the front seat was also a receipt for entrance into the park. It showed that Murphy paid with $40 cash at kiosk #2 at 
08:08 am on June 7th. The receipt showed "YELL-DBART" as the employee who worked the transaction.

{See external document uploaded into IMARS labeled as "Murphy 07-07-17 North Entrance Receipt" for photo of this item}

Ranger Tim Townsend secured the laptop and we departed the vehicle.

I went to the North Entrance Station kiosk to ask questions of the Entrance Station Ranger who interacted with Mr. Murphy 
when he paid and entered the park. I was informed that she was not working at the time and was given her phone
number. I called her and asked her to call or email me if she remembered anything at all about her interaction with Mr.
Murphy. I never received a phone call or was contacted by this Ranger. I was informed that she was working in kiosk #2

I contacted the Quality Inn hotel in Belgrade and asked if they had security cameras of their parking lots or front desk. I was 
looking to obtain documentation of what Mr. Murphy was wearing when he left the hotel and to confirm that he was 
alone. I was informed that they did, in fact, have multiple security cameras throughout the property and they could give 
me the security camera footage if I could get someone to their location to download it. I was informed by phone call later 
that day that they did not have video footage of Mr. Murphy checking out at the front desk on the 7th and they believed 
that he probably checked out by phone. They did confirm that he stayed with them the evening of the 6th and checked out
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lane, so Mr. Murphy would have entered the park using the outside pay lane at the entrance station.

on this first phone call:Brief summary of what was discussed with

phone interview.}supplemental on
I contacted  after these emails to follow up with some items and to ask questions. {Please see
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of the hotel the morning of the 7th. They said that I should contact them should I need video footage of the other areas 
outside of the front desk.

After contacting the North Entrance Station. I returned to the office and talked with
and Jeff Murphy's sister, both contacted me throughout the day explaining intentions of

flying into Bozeman the next day, June 9th. I referred them to the assigned family liaison, Katy Anderson Wilkinson.
Throughout the day, both emailed me pictures of Jeff Murphy hiking or fishing to show
what type of clothes and gear he normally took with him while doing these activities. I also received some via text from
Katy Anderson Wilkinson that

{See supplemental

forwarded to her by phone.

interview report.}

June 9th:

After receiving the password, we were able to open the contents of Mr. Murphy's work laptop. Tom Taylor took 
photographs of the screens and links that were open or recently viewed. There were quite a few online websites open 
about the Forest Fenn treasure hunt. One particular open website article, referenced the Rescue Creek Trail. Murphy also 
had open screens of "Thrill of the Chase" (Forest Fenn blog site} as well as Chasecat.com. Murphy had done recent google 
searches of "Rescue Creek Trail and Rescue Creek Trail and Lava Creek hike 734." Murphy also had an open word doc that 
he recently accessed and modified on June 4, 2017 with notes and ideas he had about the Forest Fenn treasure hunt.

Soon after accessing Murphy's laptop, I went to report my findings to IC and was informed that they possibly located his 
body. I traveled down to the Mammoth helipad with Tim Townsend and stood by with the ambulance for the flight crew to 
deliver Murphy's body via helicopter. We placed the body in the ambulance and transported it to the Mammoth 
ambulance bay. Because of pending inclement weather, it was not a possibility for me to travel to the site where the body 
was sited and recovered. Collette Daigle-Berg was on scene as a part of a dog search team and it was reported to me that 
she photographed the location where Mr. Murphy's body was finally located.

At the ambulance bay, we met Ranger Matthew Chuvarsky, who said he would be taking the coroner responsibilities along 
with Collette Daigle-Berg. We opened the bag and I photographed the body and Murphy's belongings (from his backpack 
as well as on his person) with Chuvarsky's government issued camera. I was informed by Chuvarsky that the only item 
missing from Murphy was his wallet and that Daigle-Berg had retrieved that when she assisted with recovering the body.

{See attached coroner report for list of items that were given back to family on behalf of the park recovering Murphy's 
body, backpack and rental car. Also see coroner report for photographs of body and property recovered.}

When I saw Collette Daigle-Berg, I informed her that I needed Murphy's wallet in order to put in with the rest of his 
belongings. She stated that was a coroner duty and did not give me the wallet. Later that evening, Tim Townsend gathered 
all of Murphy's belongings including the wallet from Daigle-Berg, items from the rental car collected by Ranger John 
Ferguson and items recovered from Murphy's body and backpack and typed up Dl1-05 (government property forms). 
Daigle-Berg was to pick up all the items and property sheets that night at the Mammoth Pagoda in order to give them back 
to the family.

We met with the family when they arrived in the park: IC Phil Basak, Operations Joe Bueter, myself and all of the family 
liaisons. Ms. Daigle-Berg showed up about an hour later and informed them of how she perceived Mr. Murphy died:
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a couple more times.

After attending the briefing that took place with the search teams, I contacted Tom Taylor of Yellowstone's computer 
support services to try to look at the content on Mr. Murphy's laptop. I was informed by Tom that I needed a password in 
order to view the contents of the laptop. I contacted Mr. Miller of International Housewares Association and colleague of 
Jeff Murphy's. Mr. Miller gave me what he believed to be the "universal" password for the laptop of Mr. Murphy. He said 
that he personally set up Mr. Murphy's laptop. He also gave me permission to look at the contents of the laptop in order to 
assist determining where Mr. Murphy may be hiking or exploring in the park. After talking with Mr. Miller, I received
consent from to look at Jeff's work laptop as well. {See supplemental for Mr. Miller's interview}

I attended the after action review with all of the other involved management team and superintendent.

https://Chasecat.com
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Around a week later on June 16th , I contacted Gardiner Market to ask if they had security camera video footage of Mr. 
Murphy coming into the store on June 7th morning. I contacted Gardiner Market because we found a Gardiner Market 
grocery bag in Mr. Murphy's backpack upon retrieval. There were also orange Gatorade bottles, water bottles and nuts 
that appeared to have been recently purchased (possibly items purchased at Gardiner Market) in both Murphy's rental car 
and backpack. After speaking with Market owner, Rebecca Demaree, she stated she was able to locate security camera 
footage of Joseph Murphy entering the Gardiner Market on June 7th morning.

I reviewed the security footage with her, where I saw Mr. Murphy enter the Gardiner Market, buy a few items, speak briefly
with the checker, pay with cash and exit the Market to his rental vehicle. When he sat down in his rental vehicle, he made a
phone call (around same time said he called to tell her he was going to start his hike soon) and then he drove
out of the parking lot, heading south on Hwy 89 towards the park entrance. Mr. Murphy appeared to be alone in all of the
security camera footage: while in the store as well as when occupying the rental vehicle.

{see attached interview with store owner Rebecca Demaree}

CONCLUSION:

Joseph Jeff Murphy entered Yellowstone National Park on 07/07/17 morning with the intention to hike Turkey Penn Peak in 
order to locate the Forest Fenn treasure. His body was located on 07/09/17 and retrieved at the bottom of a hill in the
Turkey Penn Peak area. It was determined that his death was caused by a large fall and coroner stated she believed cause
of death in conjunction with the fall. It appeared as if he was traveling alone the entire
time. All items located on Mr. Murphy at time of body recovery indicate he was looking for treasure and appeared that he 
did not have intentions of suicide.

Screen shot photographs of Mr. Murphy's work laptop, photos of Mr. Murphy sent from family members, photographs and
video of his visit to Gardiner Market are all downloaded and
available in the V Drive; Ranger Reports Restricted; NP17075021 Murphy folder.

END OF REPORT
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Supplementary Incident Report

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service
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Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52

Author: #174 BOUSKA, S.
Entered by:    #174 BOUSKA, S.

Report time: 10/11/2017 14:46
Entered time: 10/11/2017 14:46

Remarks:

Report:
June 8th, 2017 summary of multiple interviews and conversations:

and I were in contact on both June 8th and June 9th multiple times.

On the first initial phone call with she stated that Jeff Murphy was looking for the Forrest Fenn
treasure nearTurkey Penn Peak and that he used his United Airlines miles to book a flight to Bozeman
on June 6th. She stated that he rented a Hertz rental car, confirmation H3230309626 and that she had

been in contact with Hertz rental car company to have them contact her if they heard from Jeff. She 
said that he stayed in the Belgrade Quality Inn hotel on the evening of the 6th. She said she had been 

accessing his credit card activity online and saw that he ate at a Taco Bell the night he arrived in 
Bozeman and withdrew $200 cash from an ATM.

She said that he had a direct flight booked from Bozeman to Chicago at 12:18pm on June 8th and when 

I spoke with her it was already after 12:18pm. She said she was frequently checking his United Airlines 
account online and saw that he never checked in for his flight, which he normally does the night prior
to his flight. His United Airlines confirmation # was AEX40Y. She said that he had no known medical
issues besides visiting a chiropractor pretty regularly.

She said he would be wearing khaki pants (unknown brand, but ones he frequently wore while
hiking), a navy blue "second skin" shirt, a bright yellow t-shirt, and carrying a gray Columbia jacket with
royal blue shoulders. She said he wears a khaki colored backpack of some prominent brand that she 
could not recall. She was unsure what shoes he would be wearing, but said she would forward photos 
of his hiking "gear" in future emails to me and that he was a size 10.5 shoe. She said he often
purchased his shoes abroad or on Amazon Prime, but that the shoes she thought he had brought along 
to hike in were still in his closet at home.

She said that they both had just returned from a treasure-hunting hike to campsite 1A2 around 
Memorial Day weekend. They had driven to and from Yellowstone National Park for that trip from 
May 25-May 29th, 2017.

She said that Jeff often takes a small shovel along in case he needs to scrape the dirt in order to assist 
with locating the hidden treasure. She informed me that the treasure is not buried, but is supposed to 
be on the surface of the ground, but probably hidden from view. He always walks with a "hiking
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summary of Interviews done on 6/8/17 and 6/9/17
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stick" (found out later this meant trekking pole) in his right hand and always carries bear spray.

"hi."
said that Jeff is very friendly on the trail; he will talk with others he meets and greet them with a 
She says he very rarely goes off trails and if he does, it is not further than 50 feet or so. She said

this is because he has been hunting for the treasure with his kids in the past and knows this is the 
safest thing to do. She said he is good with directions and he will be looking for something that may be 
a "clue" as to where the treasure may be; markers, stones, etc.

emailed and texted many pictures of Jeff in the hiking gear that he typically wears while fishing or
recreating outdoors. These pictures are saved on V Drive/Ranger Reports-restricted/2017 Supporting 
Documents/NP17075021 Murphy SAR.

stated a few things about Jeff's personality:

He is mild-mannered, easy going, loves NPS and outdoors, likes to fish and hike, he would ask for help 
if he needed it, very unlike him not to answer his cell phone, unlike him to be out of communication for

reside
so long, he is glued to phone, he is not a big risk-taker, hiking alone for him is odd and his parents

I found out through talking with that Jeff was an owner and President of his own business at one
point and that he currently works as Vice President of International Sales with the International 
Housewares Association. He started there in March of 2017. She gave me the name and phone 
number of Jeff's friend and colleague there: Derek Miller.

During other talks with she provided me text message strings between her and Jeff where Jeff
states that he needs to come back to Yellowstone to search for the treasure. She said he was 
ADAMANT that the treasure was somewhere near the 1A2 campsite they had visited over Memorial 
Day weekend. She said that on Saturday (prior to him leaving for YELL) that he told her that he "thinks
it is on the north side of the trail." She said he told her that is "exactly where it is." said that she
was worried about him coming and hiking alone and that she expressed her concern to him. She also 
forwarded me emails that she sent to Forest Fenn as well as Forest Fenn's responses to her emails 
after she knew that Jeff was missing.

searches and websites he was reviewing the night before, she gave her approval for us to look at the 
contents of the laptop.
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All of these correspondences are available to view at V Drive/Ranger Reports-restriced/2017 
supporting documents/NP17075021 Murphy SAR.

was alerted that we had Jeff's work laptop and wanted to open it to view possible googleWhen

-END OF SUMMARY OF INTERVIEWS-
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Remarks:
Bouska interview with Derek Miller

Report:
Phone Interview with Derek Miller of International Housewares Association on 06/09/17
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I contacted Derek Miller of International Housewares Association on June 9th while conducting investigations on the
Murphy SAR. Mr. Miller was a co-worker of Jeff Murphy. His personal phone number had been given to me by

but I had reached him at his office number after calling the phone numbers listed on Murphy's business cards that
I located in Murphy's rental car. Mr. Miller stated that he had worked in an official capacity with Murphy since February 1, 
2017. My main intention of contacting Mr. Miller was to ask if there was any way he would be able to give me access to 
Murphy's work laptop that we had seized from Murphy's rental vehicle a day earlier. When I contacted Mr. Miller, he was 
able to give me the passcode to Murphy's laptop which was successful in allowing us to gain access to view Murphy's recent 
search and user history on the laptop.

I asked Mr. Miller a few questions about Murphy and he was willing to talk with me.

Mr. Miller stated that he had lunch with Murphy on Tuesday, the 6th with other friends/co-workers and Murphy did not 
mention the trip to Yellowstone. He and another colleague noticed that Murphy was wearing his medical ID bracelet that 
all the company employees wear when they were traveling. They thought it was odd that he was wearing the ID bracelet as 
most employees wore it only when they were traveling internationally. He said that now he knows that he was wearing it 
because he was flying later that day to Montana.

Mr. Miller stated that Murphy texted someone at the office on Wednesday, June 7th stating that he was "ill" and would not 
be able to come into work. Mr. Miller said that it was an anomaly that Murphy would lie and skip coming into work. He 
also said it was very odd that Murphy would travel to Yellowstone that week because Murphy's assistant was already 
leaving to Mexico City on Friday for a work related trip and that Murphy was to join her on Saturday, the 10th. He said that 
Murphy knew that he had a lot of prep work to do prior to the Mexico City trip coming later that week.

Mr. Miller stated that he knew that Murphy was into "geo-caching" and that he knew he was searching for something. He 
said that he knew that Murphy had been searching for a treasure for many years. He knew he got close on Memorial Day

Miller said that he did not know of any financial issues for Murphy. He did know that Murphy was laid off of his previous 
job in July of 2016 and started working as a consultant for the company on October 1st. Miller said that Murphy did not 
appear depressed nor have any signs of suicide. He said that he did seem a bit obsessive compulsive with his hobby of 
searching for the missing treasure. He stated that Murphy was not in the best shape and that he would often be "out of 
breath" just walking around the office.

END OF INTERVIEW

(when Murphy was out here in Yellowstone with his wife . He also knew that he kept this information very private
and only shared that he had this hobby with close friends and a few family members.
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Incident: NP17075021 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/08/2017 07:52

Author: #174 BOUSKA, S.
Entered by:    #174 BOUSKA, S.

Report time: 10/31/2017 10:55
Entered time: 10/31/2017 10:55

Remarks:
Gardiner Market security camera review

Report:
Gardiner Market Interview and Security Tape Review on 06/16/17

Around a week later on June 16th , I contacted Gardiner Market to ask if they had security camera 
video footage of Mr. Murphy coming into the store on June 7th morning. I contacted Gardiner Market 

because we found a Gardiner Market grocery bag in Mr. Murphy's backpack upon retrieval. There 
were also orange Gatorade bottles, water bottles and nuts that appeared to have been recently 
purchased (possibly items purchased at Gardiner Market) in both Murphy's rental car and backpack. 
After speaking with Market owner, Rebecca Demaree, she stated she was able to locate security 
camera footage of Joseph Murphy entering the Gardiner Market on June 7th morning.

I reviewed the security footage from June 7th morning with her, where I saw Mr, Murphy enter the 

Gardiner Market, buy a six pack of Orange Gatorade, a couple bananas and some water bottles, speak 
briefly with the checker, pay with cash and exit the Market to his rental vehicle. When he sat down in

was going to start his hike soon). He then drove out of the parking lot, heading south on Hwy 89 
towards the park entrance. Mr. Murphy appeared to be alone in all of the security camera footage: 
while in the store as well as when occupying the rental vehicle.

Ms. Demaree stated that she was standing underneath the security camera as Mr. Murphy was 
checking out at the register. She said he smiled and appeared to be in a "good mood". She said he 
spoke cordially with the checker and seemed like a happy person.

There are three total security camera videos from Gardiner Market and all are available on V 
Driver/Ranger Reports-Restricted/ 2017 Supporting Documents/ NP17075021 _Murphy SAR

-END OF INTERVIEW and CAMERA REVIEW-

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)

Printed by: 174 Date: 11/14/2017 10:23 Computer: INPYELL058474 Page 1 of 1

his rental vehicle, he made a phone call (around same time said he called to tell her he
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS# Y060817-21
IMARS: NP 17075021

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak,Yellowstone National Park

DATE OF INCIDENT

06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report-Fall Down Slope

COMPLAINANTS NAME    COMPLAINANTS ADDRESS

Summary of Incident

On 06/07/17 at approximately 0830 hours Joseph “Jeff” Murphy began a hike up the Rescue Creek 
Trail with the intent of exploring the Turkey Pen Peak area of Yellowstone National Park. He did not 
return from the hike and a search was initiated by the National Park Service on 6/08/17. Mr.
Murphy’s body was seen from a search helicopter at approximately 1031 hours on 6/09/17. The 
body was located at the bottom of a talus slope at the southwest base of Turkey Pen-Peak.
Investigation revealed that Mr. Murphy had fallen from over five hundred feel upslope. Following the 
initial coroner's investigation, Mr. Murphy’s body was taken by wheeled litter and then helicopter to 
the Mammoth Area.

Mr. Murphy’s “Manner of Death” was recorded as “Accidental” His “Cause of Death” was recorded 
as “Blunt Force Trauma of the Head and Neck due to an approximate five hundred foot fall down a 
steep slope”. Mr. Murphy’s death certificate, #201734-004722, was recorded and filed by Montana 
Vital Records on 6/13/17.

I served as primary coroner on the case. Deputy Coroner, Ranger Matthew Chuvarsky, assisted.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
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Batavia, IL
Joseph Jeff Murphy
SSN:
DOB: 10/23/1963
DOD: 06/07/17
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/lNCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS# Y060817-21

lMARS: NP 17075021
Location of incident... date OF IncIdent 

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park 06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroners Report-Fail Down Slope

COMPLAINANT'S NAME
Joseph Jeff Murphy

COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS 

Batavia, IL

Incident Investigation and Response:

At approximately 0753 hours on 6/08/17 Yellowstone National Park dispatch received a call from

Pen area of Yellowstone Park starting at 0800 on 6/07/17.
hike the previous day. advised that her husband had intended to hike into the Turkey

intended to park at the Rescue Creek Trailhead, hike approximately four miles, and then return by
2000 hours.

Emergency personnel were dispatched to the incident. Yellowstone Acting Emergency Medical 
Services Coordinator, Phil Basak, assumed the role of Incident Commander. Law Enforcement 
Office Ranger, Sara Bouska, and Mammoth District Ranger, Timothy Townsend, were assigned 
Investigations.

Search efforts on 6/8/17 were inconclusive. On 6/09/17 a total of five dog teams, eight hiking teams, 
four horse teams and the Yellowstone’s contract helicopter were fielded in the search for Mr. Murphy.

At approximately 1031 hours on 6/09/17 Dan Turck, flying as spotter in Helicopter N173BH, saw 
what he thought was possibly Murphy, at the base of a talus slope. Dog Team 1 (flanker Dylan 
Schneider, myself and canine “Chapter”) was approximately 500 feet away. We descended the talus 
slope and located the body of Joseph “Jeff Murphy. Murphy was preliminarily identified by an ID 
bracelet on his right wrist. I confirmed/pronounced that Murphy was deceased at 1040 hours. (See 
Yellowstone’s SAR Report Summary.)

Incident Command requested that I assume coroner investigation duties of the fatality which had 
occurred in the State of Montana within the boundaries of Yellowstone National Park. Deputy 
Coroner, Ranger Matt Chuvarsky, would assist the investigation.
SUBMITTED By (SIGNATURE AND DATe) 
Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park

 APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)

that her husband, Joseph “Jeff" Murphy, had not returned from a day

advised that “Jeff" Murphy

DOB: 10/23/1963
DOD: 06/07/17

SSN:
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SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS# Y060817-21 
IMARS: NP 17075021 

LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT 

Turkey Pen Peak,Yellowstone National Park 06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report-Fall Down Stope

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS 

Preliminary Exam of Body at Scene:

Mr. Murphy’s fully-clothed body was in a reclined position on the slight slope at the base of the talus. 
His body was wedged in medium-sized talus boulders. An approximately five inch diameter, five foot 
long, dead log lay to the left side of his body. A slightly smaller dead log sat atop the first log at an 
approximately ninety-degree angle.

Mr. Murphy’s head was uphill, face out. His chin was tucked to his chest and his head was angled to 
the right. His eyeglasses were on his face but slightly askew. His daypack was covering the top of 
his head. Both of his arms were through the arm straps. The waist strap was not fastened.

His left leg was bent at the knee. His right leg was straight on the ground. His right arm was palm 
down and extended approximately 10 inches to the side of his body. A trekking pole was under his 
right hand with the pointed end downslope. A brown ball cap was on the ground between the 
trekking pole and his right leg.

Mr. Murphy’s left arm was extended, palm down and angled at about 45 degrees over his torso. His 
left hand grasped the upper one third of a can of bear spray. The bear spray was about three- 
quarters of the way out of the holster which was attached to his belt. The bear spray can was 
punctured in several places and completely empty. The trigger guard of the can of bear spray was in 
place over the trigger. The zip tie attaching the trigger guard to the can was still in place.

Mr. Murphy was wearing a long-sleeved blue tee-shirt; brown long-legged cargo pants; a blue and 
green webbing type belt; brown, high-topped Merrill hiking boots (both tied completely to the top); 
gray, crew-length hiking socks and blue men’s briefs. The back of the cargo pants were ripped and 
torn. The cargo pants and blue shirt had what appeared to be bear spray on their fronts.

Batavia, IL
Joseph Jeff Murphy

DOB: 10/23/1963
DOD: 06/07/17

SSN:

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park

Page 3/12



FORM 10-344
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS#Y060817-21
IMARS: NP 17075021
DATE OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park 06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
(Coroner’s Report-Fall Down Slope

COMPLAINTANT'S NAME
Joseph Jeff Murphy

COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

SSN: 
DOB:
DOD:

Batavia, IL
10/23/1963
06/07/17

Preliminary Exam of Body at Scene

Mr. Murphy was wearing a gold banded wedding ring on the ring finger of his left hand. He was 
wearing a black FitBit bracelet on his left wrist and an identification bracelet on his right wrist. 
Additionally a black and orange Gerber pocket tool was in a case attached to his belt.

A preliminary examination at the scene revealed that Mr. Murphy

The body was in full rigor. Lividity was present
posteriorly and was consistent with the position of the victim. Fly larvae were present in the body’s
nose, eyes, mouth and ears.

Following documentation of Mr. Murphy’s final resting point, his body was loaded into a wheeled litter 
and transported to the helispot at the western base of Turkey Pen Peak. Fire Cache employee, 
Nicholas Plovanic, accompanied the body to the helispot. The body was flown by Helicopter 
N173BH to the Mammoth Helibase arriving at 1255 hours. Deputy Coroner Matthew Chuvarsky 
received the body and accompanied it by ambulance to the Mammoth ambulance bay.

Scene Investigation:

Mr. Murphy’s body was located at the base of a talus slope at the southwestern base of Turkey Pen 
Peak. GPS coordinates of the body's location are: N 45.00949 degrees, W 110.64114 degrees.
(Map Datum: WGS 84. Coordinates in latitude/longitude decimal degree units.) A water bottle was 
visible upslope of Murphy’s final resting point, initial impression was that Mr. Murphy had died as the 
result of a fall down the slope above.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
(Colette Daigle-Berg—Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park

 APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
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ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS# Y060817-21
IMARS: NP 17075021

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park

DATE OF INCIDENT

06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report-Fall Down Stope

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS i

Scene Investigation Continued:

Starting at the location of Murphy’s final resting point, Flanker Dylan Schneider, Dog Handier Ladean 
McKittrick and I documented a path of physical disturbance upslope approximately 520-550 feet. I 
documented the disturbance delineating the fall line on my Garmin GPS. A stick of chapstick and a 
water bottle were found in the fall line approximately twenty and fifty feet above the body 
respectively. Dried branches and rocks with fresh scuff marks identified the fall line along the talus 
slope above the body. The talus slope extended approximately 300 feet upslope of the body.

Grass and short vegetation extended above the talus slope. The grass and vegetation was recently 
disturbed and flattened in this section. Dried branches with fresh scuff marks were also noted in this 
section of the fall line.

Above the grass and vegetation the slope steepened further and bifurcated into two separate dirt 
and rock chutes. Recent disturbance was observed in the western-most chute. Near the top and 
center of the chute lay a brown wallet. The wallet was photographed and collected. It contained 
identification belonging to Joseph Jeff Murphy.

Projections of the fall line using the GPS waypoints and track recorded indicate a total fall distance of 
between 520 and 550 feet. The slope angle was measured in two different locations and was 
between 45 and 55 degrees.

Slope percent was calculated using the GPS track projection figures of 523 foot distance (horizontal 
distance—HD) and ascent distance of 372 feet (vertical distance—VD). Slope percent equals: (VD/ 
HD) x 100 or (3277523’) x 100. Slope percent equals 71%.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
Colette Daigle-Berg—Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park
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Joseph Jeff Murphy
Batavia, IL

DOB: 10/23/1963 
DOD: 06/07/17

SSN:
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ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS# Y060817-21
IMARS: NP 17075021

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park

DATE OF INCIDENT

06/09/17 

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Fall Down Slope

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANTS ADDRESS

Scene investigation Continued:

In documenting the slide path of the deceased it appeared that he stepped or hopped into the chute 
from the less steep slope above. It appeared that he landed on his buttocks and that his wallet came 
out of his pocket at this time. The ripped rear seat of his pants, the abrasions to his buttocks and the 
flattened grass section above the talus slope suggest that he slid on his buttocks through the grassy
section. At some point, possibly the transition between the grassy section and the talus slope. he
most likely started to tumble resulting in what was probably the fatal injury

Mr. Murphy may likely have had his left hand on his canister of bear spray during his slide and fall in
order to protect it.

suggests that his death occurred during the actual fall and was most likely the result
That the bear spray canister was still in the hand of the deceased

There was no evidence at the scene, including the slide path, to suggest that a second person was 
involved and pushed the victim into the uppermost chute. All evidence points to this event being 
accidental.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
Colette Daigle-Berg -Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
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Joseph Jeff Murphy
Batavia, IL

DOB: 10/23/1963
DOD: 06/07/17

SSN:
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Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS# Y060817-21 
IMARS: HP 17075021 

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park

DATE OF INCIDENT 

06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Fall Down Stope

COMPLAINANT’S NAME  COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS

Identification of the Decedent:

The identification bracelet on the decedent’s right wrist read:

JOSEPH JEFF MURPHY /1963
BATAVIA, IL USA

RBBB - NKA - A - POS

The wallet located at the top of the slide path of the victim contained an Illinois driver’s license

issued to Joseph Jeff Murphy.

The victim’s physical appearance, height, weight and age, matched both the lost person photo of Jeff 
Murphy supplied to searchers as well as the photo of Murphy on his Illinois driver’s license.

addition
At her request the victim’s sister

wife of Jeff Murphy, viewed the decedent at the Franzen-Davis Funeral
Home. Neither women expressed any doubt that the decedent was Joseph Jeff Murphy.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
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belonging to Joseph Jeff Murphy. Numerous credit cards in the wallet were also

viewed the body at the Mammoth Ambulance Bay. In

 Batavia, IL
Joseph Jeff Murphy

DOB: 10/23/1963 
DOD: 06/07/17

SSN:
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COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS# Y060817-21
IMARS; NP 17075021

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park

DATE OF INCIDENT 

06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report-Fall Down Slope

Batavia, IL

Notification of Family;

of Mr. Murphys death at the Bozeman Airport the afternoon or 6/9/2017.

Statement of Family:

the Forest Fenn treasure had been a family hobby for the past several years. She advised that her
family never went more than twenty-five feet off-road or trail. She also advised that Mr. Murphy had 
wanted to check one more area and that she knew he was planning to hike up Turkey Pen Peak.

Physical Exam of Deceased:

Deputy Coroner Matt Chuvarsky assisted by National Park Service Paramedic John Ferguson and 
Gallatin County Deputy Coroner Mike Gavagan, performed a more comprehensive physical exam of 
Mr. Murphy’s body at the Mammoth Ambulance Bay. Ranger Sarah Bouska took photos of the exam 
at Chuvarsky’s request.

The physical exam is encompassed in Chuvarsky’s Photo Log file with notes shown for all injuries

no other broken bones were noted, but rigor was still very present and made palpation/manipulation 
of his extremities less useful. Most injuries appeared to be peri-mortem due to the presence of 
bleeding and bruising."

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)

COMPLAINANTS NAME
Joseph Jeff Murphy

DOB: 10/23/1963
DOD: 06/07/17

SSN:

Deputy Chief Ranger Richard Moore notified Murphy’s wife, and other family members

commented to rangers that searching forAt some point during ths notification process

Chuvarsky recorded that
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ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER 
CFS# Y060817-21
IMARS: NP 17075021

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park

DATE OF INCIDENT

06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT 
Coroner’s Report—Fall Down Slope 

COMPLAINANT’S NAME COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS 

Toxicology:

Deputy Coroner Chuvarsky took initial toxicology samples on 6/09/17 starting at approximately 1630 
hours. These included 2 cc of right, femoral blood, 45 cc of urine from the deceased’s bladder and .6 
cc of vitreous fluid from the deceased’s eyes. Attempts at withdrawing additional femoral blood 
were challenging. At my request, Franzen-Davis Funeral Director Colin Zehman performed a cut­
down of the victim’s right upper thigh on 6/10/17 in order to expose the femoral artery. The artery 
proved to be nearly devoid of blood. Approximately .3 cc of femoral blood and 1 cc of additional 
vitreous fluid were obtained and submitted for analysis.

The samples were packaged and sent to AXIS Forensic Toxicology Laboratory in Indianapolis, Illinois 
for analysis. The samples were sent via FedEx from the Yellowstone Supply Center on 6/13/17.

Disposition of Body:

At approximately 1845 hours on 6/9/17 I released Mr. Murphy’s body to Colin Zehman of Franzen- 
Davis Funeral Home for transport to the funeral home in Livingston. At approximately 1545 hours on 
6/10/17 I signed the Montana Cremation Authorization form for Mr. Murphy’s body. It was the

Disposition of Property:

Mr. Murphy’s wallet was collected by me at the scene of the accident and inventoried by Ranger Tim 
Townsend. Mr. Murphy’s daypack and contents and his personal effects found on his body at the 
accident scene were transferred with his body to the Mammoth Ambulance Bay. They were 
inventoried by Rangers Townsend and Bouska.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner
Yellowstone National Park

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)

Joseph Jeff Murphy
Batavia, IL

DOB: 10/23/1963
DOD: 06/07/17

SSN:

request of his wife that his remains be cremated. Franzen-Davis Funeral Home director
advised that he planned to cremate Mr. Murphy's remains later that evening.
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COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS# Y060817-21
IMARS: NP17075021

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park

DATE OF INCIDENT

06/09/17 

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report-Fall Down Slope

COMPLAINANTS NAME
 Joseph Jeff Murphy 
SSN:
DOS: 10/23/1963

Batavia, IL

Disposition of Property Continued:

License
license was retained for this file.

The daypack, personal effects, wallet and contents, with the exception 
were returned by me to

of Mr. Murphy’s Illinois Drivers 
on 6/10/17. The driver’s

Mr. Murphy’s belongings found in his Dollar Rent a Car vehicle located at the Rescue Creek 
Trailhead were recovered and inventoried by Rangers Townsend and Bouska. I returned those

Toxicology Results:

The toxicology results were returned to the Chief Ranger’s Office by Axis Forensic Toxicology 
Laboratory. The results were forwarded to Deputy Coroner Matt Chuvarsky at the Lake Ranger 
Station by the Chief Ranger’s Office. At my request Axis Forensic Toxicology faxed the results to the 
Chief Ranger’s Office on 7/27/17. Administrative Assistant Jennifer Morey scanned and emailed me 
the results on 7/27/17.

The results of the requested Comprehensive Drug Panel were negative for all analytes tested for 
both blood and urine. No volatile testing was conducted on the vitreous fluid. (See Laboratory Case 
#3124408.)

on 6/10/17. The Mammoth Rangers released Mr. Murphy's rentalbelongings to
vehicle back to Dollar Rent a Car.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park
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Yellowstone National Park
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Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park
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06/09/17
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Coroner’s Report—Fall Down Slops

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT’S ADDRESS

Cause and Manner of Death:

Based on the investigation of the scene documenting the slide path his body followed, and the lack 
of evidence to support that a second person or persons was with Murphy during his hike on Turkey 
Pen Peak, Mr. Murphy’s “Manner of Death” was recorded as “Accidental”

Based on the examination of his body which included observing Murphy’s “Cause
of Death” was recorded as "Blunt Force Trauma of the Head and Neck due to an approximate five
hundred foot fall down a steep slope”. Mr. Murphy’s death certificate, #201734-004722, was 
recorded and filed by the State of Montana Vital Records on 6/13/17.

Colette Daigle-Berg - Lead Deputy Coroner 
Address: PO Box 275, Gardiner MT 59030 
Phone: 406-223-1100
Email: 

Matt Chuvarsky—Assistant Deputy Coroner
Address: Lake Ranger Station, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
Phone: 307-344-2403
Email: 

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) 
Colette Daigle-Berg—Deputy Coroner 
Yellowstone National Park
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ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME
Yellowstone National Park

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
CFS#Y060817-21
lMARS: NP 17075021
date OF INCIDENT

Turkey Pen Peak, Yellowstone National Park 06/09/17

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report-Fall Down Slope

COMPLAINANT'S NAME
Joseph Jeff Murphy

COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

Batavia, IL

Contacts:

Ranger Phil Basak—SAR Incident Commander
Address: Mammoth Ranger Station, PO Box 168 Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
Phone: 307-344-2174
Email: P h il_ B a s a k @n p s .g o v

Ranger Tim Townsend—Incident Investigations
Address: Mammoth Ranger Station, PO Box 168 Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
Phone: 307-344-2133
Email: Tim_Townsend@nps.gov

Ranger Sarah Bouska—Incident Investigations
Address: Yellowstone Law Enforcement Office, PO Box 168 Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
Phone: 307-344-2123
Email: Sarah_Bouska@nps.gov

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)

Colette Daigle-Berg-Deputy Coroner
Yellowstone National Park
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MONTANA CERTIFICATE OF DEATH State File Number:Local File Number:
1. DECEDENT'S NAME (First, 

Joseph Jeff Murphy

Middle, Last) AKAs if Any) 28. ACTUAL OR PRESUMED DATE 
OF DEATH (Mo/Day/Yr) (Spell Month) 
June 09, 2017 Found

2. SEX 3. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER Age - last Birthday

(Years)    53

4b. Under 1 Year 4c. Under 1 Day 5.DATE OF BIRTH 
Year) 

 23, 1963

 
Male Months Days Hours Minutes (Month, Day, 

October
14. PLACE OF DEATH (Check only one)

HOSPITAL -   Inpatient   ER/Outpatient   Dead on Arrival OTHER:   Nursing Home/Long term care facility   Residence   Hospice   Other

15. FACILITY NAME (If not institution, give street and number) 16.CITY,TOWN OR LOCATION OF DEATH

6. BIRTH PLACE (City, and State or Foreign Country) 9.MARITAL STATUS 
 Never Married 
 Married but Separated

  Widowed 
  Divorced

  Married 
  Unknown

10. SURVIVING SPOUSE

54. DECENDENT'S USUAL OCCUPATION   (Give kind of work done during 
most of working life. Do not use retired)

55. KIND OF BUSINESS/INDUSTRY 8. WAS DECEDENT EVER IN US
ARMED FORCES?
 Yes    No

7a. RESIDENCE STATE 7b. COUNTY 7c. CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION 7d. STREET NUMBER 7f. ZIP CODE 7g. INSIDE CITY

  Yes   No

51. DECENDENT'S EDUCATION (Specify only
the highest diploma or degree received)

 8th grade or less
  9th-12th grade: No diploma
  High School graduate or GED Completed
 Some college, but no degree
  Associates Degree (e.g, AA,AS)
  Bachelor's Degree (e.g. BA, AB, BS)
 Master's Degree (e.g. MA, MS, Meng, Med, 

MSW, MBA)
 Doctorate (e.g. PhD, EdD) or Professional 

degree (e.g. MD, DDS, DVM, LLB, JD)

52.DECEDENT OF HISPANIC ORIGIN?
(Check the box that best describes whether the decendent is
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino. Check the No box if the decendent
is not Spanish/Hispanic/Latino

  No, not Spanish/Hispanic/Latino
  Yes. Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano
 Yes. Puerto Rican
  Yes, Cuban
  Yes, other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino

(Specify)

eoedenl to 
decedent

53.  DECENDENT'S RACE (Check one or more races to indicate what the  
decendent considers himself or herself to be.)

 White   Samoan
  Black African American          Other Asian (Specify)
  Native Hawaiian  
  Asian Indian   Other Pacific Islander (Specify)
  Chinese
  Filipino   American Indian or Alaska Native
  Japanese (Name of the enraged or principal tribe)
  Guamanian or Chamorro 
  Korean   Other (Specify)
  Vietnamese 

11. FATHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 12. MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last name before marriage)

13a.  INFORMANT'S NAME 13b. RELATION TO DECENDENT

Wife

13c. MAILING ADDRESS (Street and Number or Rural Route Number, City, Town, State, Zip Code)

18. METHOD oF disposition
  Burial   Cremation    Removal from State
□ Entombment       Donation      Other

19. PLACE OF DISPOSITION

Franzen-Davis Crematory

20. LOCATION (City or Town, State) 

Livingston, Montana
22. SIGNATURE OF FUNERAL SERVICE LICENSEE OR OTHER PERSON 
IN CHARGE OF DISPOSITION 
Colin M. Zeman

23. MONTANA LICENSE NO 
(of licensee if applicable) 
1952

21. NAME AND ADDRESS OF FUNERAL FACILIT
Y Franzen-Davis Funeral Home, 118 N 
3rd St, Livingston, Montana 59047

ITEMS 24-28 MUST BE COMPLETED BY PERSON 
WHO PRONOUNCES OR CERTIFIES DEATH

24.DATE PRONOUNCED DEAD (Month/Day/Year) 25. TIME PRONOUNCED DEAD

28. SIGNATURE OF PERSON PRONOUNCING DEATH (only when applicable) 

Colette Daigle-Berg, Deputy Coroner
27. LICENSE NUMBER

28. DATE SIGNED (Month/Day/Year) 30. ACTUAL OR PRESUMED TIME OF DEATH 

Found

31. WAS MEDICAL EXAMINER OR CORONER CONTACTED?

 Yes  No

32. PART 
I. Enter 
the chain of 
events - 

 respiratory arrest, or ventricular fibrillation IMMEDIATE CAUSE (Final disease or condition resulting in 
death)     a. Sequentially list conditions, if any, leading to the cause 
listed on line a. Enter the UNDERLYING
CAUSE (diseases or injury that initiate
d the events resulting in
death) LAST,             

CAUSE OF DEATH (See instructions and example)
diseases, injuries, or complications - that directly caused the death.  DO NOT enter  events such as cardiac
without showing the ethology. DO NOT ABBREVIATE.  Enter only one cause on a line.  Add additional lines if necessary.

Approximate interval:

(include Min, Hr, Day, Yrs, 
etc.)

b. DUE TO (or as a consequence of):

c. DUE TO (or as a consequence of):

d. DUE TO (or as a consequence of):

PART II. Other significant conditions contributing to death but not resulting in the underlying cause given in Part I. 33 . WAS AN AUTOPSY PERFORMED?
  Yes  No

34 .WERE AUTOPSY FINDINGS AVAILABLE
PRIOR TO COMPLETION OF CAUSE OF DEATH
  Yes   No

37. MANNER OF DEATH
  Natural  Homicide
  Accident   Pending Investigation
  Suicide   Could not be Determined

35. DID TOBACCO USE CONTRIBUTE 
TO DEATH?
  Yes   Probably
  No   Unknown

36. IF FEMALE
  Not pregnant within past year   Pregnant at time of death
  Not pregnant, but pregnant within 42 days of death                                  Unknown if pregnant within
  Not pregnant, but pregnant 43 days to 1 year before death past year

DATE OF INJURY 
(Month, Day, Year)

38.

TIME OF INJURY 

39.

INJURED AT WORK

41.
  Yes  No

40.PLACE OF INJURY (e.g. Decendent's Home, 
Construction Site, Restaurant, Wooded Area)

44. IF TRAFFIC ACCIDENT SPECIFY
  Driver/Operator   Pedestrian
  Passenger   Other

43. DESCRIBE HOW INJURY OCCURRED 42. LOCATION (Street and Number or Rural Route, 
City, Town, State, Zip Code)

45. TO BE COMPLETED BY CERTIFIER: (A certifier can be a MD, PA, APRN, or coroner)
 Certifying Physician: To the best of my knowledge death occurred at the time, date, and place, and due to the cause(s) and manner stated.
 Pronouncing & Certifying physician: To the best of my knowledge death occurred at the time, date, and place, and due to the cause(s) and manner stated.

49. DATE CERTIFIED (Month, Day, Year)

 Medical Examiner/Coroner: On the basis of examination and/or investigation, in my opinion, death occurred cause(s) and manner 
stated. SIGNATURE: Colette Daigle-Berg

at the time, date, and due to the 48. LICENSE NO 47.TITLE

Deputy Coroner
46. NAME AND ADDRESS OF
Colette Daigle-Berg
414 E Callender St.

CERTIFIER (PHYSICIAN

Livingston, MT

 OR CORONER)

59047

LOCAL REGISTRAR'S NAME 50. DATE FILLED (Mo/Day/Yr)
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Vital Statistics Bureau
PO BOX 4210, Helena, MT 59604-4210

AUTHORIZATION
FOR REMOVAL, TRANSPORTATION AND FINAL DISPOSITION OF A DEAD BODY

ORIGINAL TO
LOCAL REGISTRAR

ONE COPY TO MORTUARY/PERSON 
IN CHARGE OF DISPOSITION

ONE COPY TO CEMETARY/CREMATORY

OR TO ACCOMPANY REMAINS OUT-OF STATE

Machine or facsimile copies of this form shall be valid for all purposes

If fetal death, check box:

D
IS

PO
SI

TI
O

N
 

A
U

TH
O

R
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 
D

E
C

E
D

E
N

T

MAME: Joseph Jeff Murphy DATE OF BIRTH: October 23, 1963

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: Male

DIED for was found) ON: June 09, 2017 Found

AT:

IN: COUNTY.

TO BE COMPLETED BY INDIVIDUAL AUTHORIZING REMOVAL. TRANSPORTATION AND FINAL DISPOSITION:

I HEREBY AUTHORIZE THE REMOVAL, TRANSPORTATION AND FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE REMAINS OF THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DECEDENT (OR IDENTIFIED FETUS) PURSUANT TO MY AUTHORITY UNDER 50-15-4-5, M.C.A

THE CORONER HAVING JURISDICTION

signature

Colin M. Zeman
name (typed or printed)

118 N 3rd St
address

 CERTIFY THAT I AM:

THE PHYSICIAN IN ATTENDANCE AT DEATH or THE PHYSICIAN'S DESIGNEE

A MORTICIAN LICENSED UNDER 37-19-302, M.C.A.

June 10, 2017
date

1952
Montana license # (if any)

Franzen-Davis Funeral Home 
name of agency or firm represented (if applicable)

Livingston 

city

MT

state

59047 

zip

If authorization is by person other than a mortician licensed under 37-19-302, M.C.A.
name and address of mortuary/person in charge of disposition and filing of death certificate under 50-15-403, M.C.A.

CEMETERY OR CREMATORY AUTHORITY MAY COMPLETE

date of disposition

Livingston
city of disposition

Franzen-Davis Crematory 
cemetery or crematory name 

Park

buried

county

MT
state sexton or person in charge

Female

name (typed or printed) firm (if applicable)

address city state zip

Cremation Authorization:
date signed

6/10/17

cremated

and provide date for mother or fetus as appropriate

ONE COPY TO 

CORONER



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Yellowstone National Park

Case Title: MURPHY SAR Case Number: NP17075021
Location: Turkey Pen Peak Case Date: 6/8/17

Photography Log
Camera: Canon PowerShot SD870 IS
Photographer: Sarah Bouska

Date of Photos*: 6/9/17

Time of Photos*: Between 1409 and 1448

Location of Photos*: Mammoth Ambulance Bay
* indicated in description if different than above

# image iD Description of Photo Subject
1 IMG_ 0001 Overview of body, from feet/right side
2 0002 Overview of body, from feet
3 0003 Emergency information bracelet found on right wrist
4 0004 Insect eggs and larva found on shirt and around face
5 0005 Head of deceased, note eggs/larva on shirt, vomitus around mout
6 0006 Rights side of head, note injury to ear
7 0007 Hands and pants of deceased. Note urine stain on pants.
8 0008 Injuries to legs.
9 0009 Detail of injuries to dorsal surface of right leg.
10 0010 Detail of injuries to dorsal surface of left leg.
11 0011 Detail of injuries right elbow and forearm.

12 0012 Detail of right hand.
13 0013 Detail of left hand.
14 0014 Right arm and right torso, note lividity.
15 0015 Possible vomitus in and around mouth.
16 0016 Insect eggs in right eye.
17 0017 Detail of left eye.
18 0018 Close-up of both eyes. Note injuries around left eye and insect eggs in right eye.
19 0019 Left foot, note lividity.
20 0020 Blood and laceration on lower right earlobe.
21 0021 Buttocks and mid to lower back.
22 0022 Injuries to lower left buttock.
23 0023 injuries to right calf.
24 0024 Injuries to right calf.
25 0025 Back and buttocks.
26 0026 Injuries to right buttock.
27 0027 Injuries to right buttock.
28 0028 Injuries to right buttock.
29 0029 Back and buttocks.
30 0030 Upper back, note pattern of lividity.

Matthew Chuvarsky Page 1 7/26/17



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Yellowstone National Park
31 0031 Injuries to right buttock, and bruising pattern on rear and lateral portion of right leg.

Case Title: MURPHY SAR
Location: Turkey Pen Peak

Case Number: NP17075021
Case Date: 6/8/17

Photography Log
Camera: Canon PowerShot SD870 IS

Photographer: Sarah Bouska

Date of Photos*: 6/9/17

Time of Photos*: Between 1409 and 1448

Location of Photos*: Mammoth Ambulance Bay

# Image ID Description of Photo Subject
32 IMG_ 0032 Injuries to right buttock, and bruising pattern on rear and lateral portion of right leg

33 0033 Injuries to right buttock.
34

35

36
37

38

39
40
41

42
43
44

45

46
47

48

49

50
51
52

53

54

55
56

57

Matthew Chuvarsky Page 2 7/26/17



DIGITAL MEDIA 
Case No. NP17075021 

Location: \\10.148.96.2\RANGER REPORTS -
restricted\Coroner - restricted\NP17075021 MURPHY 

--Incident Audio and Video 

__Interview Audio 

_X_Digital Photographs  Photo log  Original digital 

copies) 

__Other: ________________ 

  

UNAUTHORIZED REVIEW AND/OR DISCLOSURE 
IS PROIDBITED BY LAW 



1045 Final resting point of body (3/27)

1044 Overall of scene, body in center
(1/27)

1044 Overall of scene talus slope behind body (2/27) 

Case Number: NP17075021
Decendent's Name: Joseph Jeff Murphy

Date of Photo: 6/09/2017  Location: Scene
Photos Taken By: C. Daigle-Berg

1045 Close-up of final resting position of body (4/27) 



1045 Talus slope in background (5/27)

1115 Identity bracelet on right wrist. 
“Joseph Jeff Murphy/1963 Batavia, IL 
USA” (7/27)

1048 Pack on top of head, head/neck at 
extreme right angle (6/27)

1142 Slope from water bottle down to body 
(8/27)

Case Number: NP17075021
Decedent’s Name: Joseph Jeff Murphy

Date of Photo: 6/09/2017 Location: Scene 
Photos Taken By: C. Daigle-Berg



Date of Photo: 6/09/2017 Location: Scene 
Photos Taken By: C. Daigle-Berg

Case Number: NP17075021
Decedent’s Name: Joseph Jeff Murphy

1142 Slope from water bottle down to body 
(9/27)

1147 Right side view of final resting point of 
body (10/27)

1147 Top view of final resting point of body 
(11/27)

1147 Closer top view of final resting point of 
body (12/27)



Case Number: NP17075021
Decedent’s Name: Joseph Jeff Murphy

Date of Photo: 6/09/2017 Location: Scene 
Photos By: C. Daigle-Berg

1147 Left view of head and torso (14/27)1147 Top left view of final resting point of 
body (13/27)

1151 Top of head (15/27) 1152 Punctured bear spray canister, trigger 
guard in place (16/27)



Date of Photo: 6/09/2017 Location: Scene 
Photos Taken By: C. Daigle-Berg

Case Number: NP17075021
Decedent’s Name: Joseph Jeff Murphy

1157 Abrasions and bruising to lower legs 
(17/27)

1157 Minor abrasions to anterior torso 
(18/27)

1157 Fly larvae visible in eyes, ear (19/27) 1159 Fly larvae visible in eyes, nose, mouth 
(20/27) 



Case Number: NP17075021
Decedent’s Name: Joseph Jeff Murphy

Date of Photo: 6/09/2017 Location: Scene
Photos Taken By: C. Daigle-Berg

1203 Body being placed on tarp (21/27) 1204 Posterior lividity present. Abrasions 
on left buttocks. Seat of pants torn. (22/27)

1204 Posterior lividity and abrasions on 
torso (23/27)

1204 Closer view of Posterior lividity. 
Abrasions on left buttocks (24/27)



Case Number: NP17075021
Decedent’s Name: Joseph Jeff Murphy

Date of Photo: 6/09/2017 Location: Scene 
Photos Taken By: C. Daigle-Berg

1312 Wallet at top of slide path (26/27)1250 View of middle section of slide path 
(25/27)

1314 Wallet at top of slide path (27/27)



FC512142
FORENSIC TOXICOLOGY

Request Form
  Laboratories
A HIGHER STANDARD OF SERVICE 

2265 Executive Drive Indianapolis, IN 46241
(317) 243-3894 (800) 875-3994 Fax:(317) 243-2789

Section 1: Account Information Section 2: Collection / Chain of Custody Information

Yellowstone National Park

Mammoth Supply Center

Yellowstone Park
WY 82190

Send Additional Reports To: (Please include name, address or fax number)

12111 YSNP04
P.O. Box 188

County: 
Park/Montana

Colette Daigle-Berg

Specimens obtained / 
sent to laboratory by:

Matthew Chuvarsky & Colette Daigle-Berg

(Signature must be signed to process)

(Printed Name)

Colette Daigle-Berg

Investigator: Colette Daigle-Berg

Pathologist: 0

Submitting Official:  Colette Daigle-Berg

Section 3: Test Request Information (Requested tests must be indicated below)

70510: Comprehensive Drug Panel (formerly 550) 
(Includes Drugs of Abuse and Alcohol Panel)

70530: Drugs of Abuse Panel (formality 900) 
(Includes Alcohol Panel)

45620: Alcohol Panel (formerly 451)
(Includes Methanol, Ethanol, Isopropanol, Acetone)

44060: Carbon Monoxide (formerly 1660)

32400: Electrolytes Panel (formerly 910)

20000: Trace Analysis [Pill/Syringe, etc.]

31200: Hepatitis C Antibody (formerly 5650)

31320: Hepatitis B Antibody

31300: HIV (formerly 3700)

Additional/Specific Drugs to be Tested For:

Last
Name: Murphy First

Name: Joseph Middle
Initial:

J

Sex: X Male Female Date of Death: 06-07-2017 Age: 53 Days / Months / / Years
(circle one)

Agency
Case #:NP17075021 CFS Y 060817-21
Section 5: Specimens Submitted (Please check each type of specimen submitted and list the source, date collected, and volume.)

TYPE source DATE COLLECTED VOLUME TYPE Source DATE Collected VOLUME

 Blood  Bile

 Blood  Tissue
(Specify)

 Blood  Tissue(Specify)
 Urine  Other
 Vitreous  Other

Specimen 
Labels: 

Place one 
label on 

each 
specimen 
container.

Section 6: Brief Case History (Please identify the manner of death, if known, and drugs the subject may have had access to.)

Section 7: Laboratory Use Only

Received at Laboratory by:

Specimen Notes:

Date:

Complete all sections 1 through 6. COPY 1: Original must accompany specimen to the laboratory. COPY 2: Retain for your records. AIT-10: Version 99.10



~ 7/27/2017 14:02 AIT Laboratori es AIT-+ 13073442104  

5780 W . 71st St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46278 

Telephone: (317) 759-4TOX  Fax: (317) 481-8872 
FORENSIC TOXICOLOGY Web: http://axisfortox.com 

FAX TRANSMITTAL COVER SHEET 

712712017 DATE OF TRANSMISSION~·_ __ _ _ _ ________ _ 

13073442104To: 

13073442104 
FAXNO: 

Axis Forensic Toxicology From: 

Number of pages (including cover sheet): 8 

CONFIDENTIAL/ LEGALLY PRIVILEGED INFORMATION 

T his facsimile cover sheet, and any documents that may accompany it, contains information from 
Axis Forensic Toxicology which is Intended for the use of the individual or· entity named on this 
transmission report. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, employee, or 
agent responsible for delivering this tra nsmission t o the intended recipient, then any disclosure, 
dissemination, distribution, copying or other misuse of the communication or its substance is 
prohibited. If you received this communication in error, please notify Axis Forensic Toxicology at 
(317) 759-4869. 

http://axisfortox.com


2/8 ~ 7/27/2017 14:02 AIT Laboratories AIT-+ 13073442104 

Web: www.axisfortox.com 

Phone: (317) 759-4TOX  
 

Laboratory Case Number: 3124408 

Client Account: 12111 /YSNP01 

Physician: 

Report To: Yellowstone National Park 

ATIN: Chief Ranger-Coroner 

P.O. Box 168 

Mammoth Supply Center 

Yellowstone National Pk, WY 82190 

Subject's Name: MURPHY, JOSEPH J 

Agency Case#: 

Date of Death: 

Test Reason: 

Investigator : 

Date Received: 

Date Reported: 

NP17075021 CFS 7060817-21 

06/07/2017 

Other 

Colette Daigle-Berg 

06/14/2017 

06/28/2017 

Laboratory Specimen No: 40656610 

_ Container(s): 01 :RTT Blood.FEMORAL 

  Result 

AMPHETAMINES Negative 

BARBITURATES Negative 

BENZODIAZEPINES Negative 

CANNABINOIDS Negative 

COCAINE/METABOLITES Negative 

FENTANYL Negative 

METHADONE/METABOLITE Negative 

OPIATES Negative 

OXYCODONEJMETABOLITE Negative 

PHENCYCLIDINE Negative 

PROPOXYPHENEJMETABOLITE Negative 

ALCOHOL Negative 

Methanol  

Ethanol Negative 

Acetone Negative 

lsopropanol Negative 

ANALGESICS Negative . 

ANESTHETICS Negative 

ANTIBIOTICS Negative 

ANTlCONVULSANTS Negative 

ANTIDEPRESSANTS Negative 

ANTIHISTAMINES Negative 

ANTIPSYCHOTICS Negative 

MURPHY, JOSEPH J 
Laboratory Case #: 3124408 

Printed Date/Time: 07/27/2017, 13:52 

Date Collected: 06/09/2017 

Test(s): 70510 Comprehensive Drug Panel -

Concentration Units Therapeutic Range  

Page: 1of7 

www.axisfortox.com


~ 7/27/201 7 14:02 AIT Laboratories AIT-+ 13073442104 3/8 

F ORENSiC TOXiCOLOGY 

,.. 
Web: www.axlsfortox.com 

Phone: {317) 759-4TOX 

Laboratory Specimen No: 40656610 Continued.. 

Analyte Name Result Concentration Units Therapeutic Range Loe 

CARDIOVASCULAR AGENTS Negative 

ENDOCRINE AGENTS Negative 

GASTROENTEROLOGYAGENTS Negative 

NARCOTICS Negative 

NEUROLOGY AGENTS Negative 

SEDATIVES/HYPNOTICS Negative 

STIMULANTS Negative 

UROLOGY AGENTS Negative 

Spec imens wil.l be kept   at_ least one year from the   of initial report 

MURPHY, JOSEPH J 

Laboratory Case#: 3124408 

Printed Date/Time: 07/27/2017, 13:52 Page: 2 of 7 

www.axlsfortox.com


4/8 ~ 7 /27/2017 14: 02 AIT Laboratories AIT-+ 13073442104 

Web: www.axlsfortox.com 
Phone: (317) 759-4TOX 

FORENSl C: TOX.ICOLOGY 

laboratory Specimen No: 40656611 Date Collected: 06/09/2017 

Container(s): 01:UR Urine, Random Test(s}: 80080 Urine Analysis (R) 

  Result Concentration Units Therapeutic Range  

AMPHETAMINES 

Amphetamine 

Methamphetamlne 

 

BENZODIAZEPINES 

Tamazepam 

Lorazepam 

Alprazolam 

a-OH-Alprazolam 

Nordiazepam 

Oxazepam 

 

BUPRENORPHINE/METABOLITE 

Buprenorphine 

Norbuprenorphine 

 

Meprobamate 

COCAINE/METABOLITES 

Benzoylecgonine 

FENTANYL 

Fentanyl 

Norfentanyl 

METHADONE/METABOLITE 

Methadone 

EDDP 
OPIATES 

Morphine 

6-Monoacetylmorphine 

Codeine 

Hydrocodone 

Hydromorphone 

Oxycodone 

Oxymorphone 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

MURPHY, JOSEPH J 
laboratory Case #-. 3124408 

Printed Date/Time: 07/27/2017, 13:52 Page: 3 of 7 

www.axlsfortox.com


~ 7/27/2017 14:02 AIT Laboratories AIT~ 13073442104 5/8 

Web: www.axisfortox.com 
j ", 

Phone: (317} 759-4TOX 

FORENSJC TOXICOLOGY 

Laboratory Specimen No: 40656611 Continued.. 

Analyte Name 

PHENCYCLIDINE 

Phencyclidine (PCP) 

 

Tramadol 

0-Desmethyltramadol 

Result 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Negative 

Concentration Units Therapeutic Range Loe 

MURPHY, JOSEPH J 

laboratory Case #: 3124408 

Printed Date/Time: 07/27/2017, 13:52 Page: 4 of 7 

www.axisfortox.com


~ 7 /27 /2017 14:02 AIT Laboratories AIT-+ 13073442104 6/8 

Web: www.axisfortox.com 
Phone: (317) 759-4TOX 

 · :  

Laboratory Specimen No: 40656612 Date Collected: 06/09/2017 

Container{s): 01 :VIT_CON Vitreous, EYE Test(s): 49901 Volatiles Not Performed 

 Name Result Concentration Units Therapeutic Range  

<Volatile Testing Not Performed > 

Due to     tissue, and/or urine volatile 

Isopropanol , and Methanol) results, volatile testing 

vitreous specimen. 

(Ac:etone, Ethanol., 

  not performed on the 

MURPHY, JOSEPH J 
Laboratory Case#: 3124408 
Printed DatefTime: 07/27/2017, 13:52 Page: 5 of 7 

www.axisfortox.com


~ 7 /27/2017 14:02 AIT Laboratori es AIT-+-13073442104 7/8 

Web: www.axisfortox.com 
Phone: {317) 759-4TOX  



Laboratory Specimen No: 40656613 Date Collected: 06/10/2017 

Container(s): 01 :RTI Blood.FEMORAL Test(s): 49900 NotTested 

Analyte Name Result Concentration Units Therapeutic Range  

< No Testing Performed > 

MURPHY, JOSEPH J 
Laboratory Case#: 3124408 

Printed Date/Time: 07/27/2017, 13:52 Page: 6 of 7 

www.axisfortox.com


~ 7/27/2017 14:02 AIT Laboratories AIT-+ 13073442104 8/8 

Web: www.axisfortox.com 

Phone: (317) 759-4TOX 

 

Laboratory Specimen No: 4V656614 Date Collected: 06/10/2017 

Container(s): 01 :VIT _CON Vitreous,EYE Test(s): 49900 NotTested 

Analyte Name Result Concentration Units Therapeutic Range  

< No Testing Performed > 

The Specimen identified by the Laboratory Specimen Number has been handled and analyzed In accordance with all applicable requirements. 

Laboratory Director MURPHY, JOSEPH J Case Reviewer 
Laboratory Case #:3124408 

George S. Behonick, Ph.D., F-ABFT Print Date/Time:07/27/2017, 13:52 

Page: 7 of 7 

This individual may not have performed any of the analytical work. 

www.axisfortox.com


BY ISSUING OFFICE

D1-105
(Revised 03/98) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ORIGINAL - RETAIN

Receipt for Property #3:

Personal Effects

NUMBER
Description 

(Include Serial Numbers, Model, etc.) QUANTITY
UNIT
OF
ISSUE

COST
ITEM PROPERTY

1 Armani prescription glasses 1
2 Iphone S 1
3 Brown and tan handkerchief 1
4 Black Fitbit 1
5 Black medical bracelet 1
6 Gold wedding band 1
7 Merrell hiking boots size 11.5 (pair) 1
XX

Recovered by: Tim Townsend & Sarah Bouska Location: Date:

Date:

Date;

Inventoried by: Tim Townsend & Sarah Bouska

Transferred to:

Ambulance Bay 6/9/17

6/9/17

6/10/17

Colette Daigle-Berg - Deputy Coroner



D1-105
(Revised 03/98) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ORIGINAL-RETAIN
BY ISSUING OFFICE

Receipt for Property #2:

Items Recovered From Wallet

Recovered by: Collette Daigle-BergColette Daigle-Berg Location:

On Scene

Date:

6/9/17
Date:

6/9/17
Date: 6/9/17

6/10/17

Inventoried by: Tim Townsend

Transferred to:
Colette Daigle-Berg - Deputy Coroner

NUMBER
Description 

(Include Serial Numbers, Model, etc.) QUANTITY
UNIT 
OF 
ISSUE

COST
ITEM PROPERTY

1 Brown leather bi-fold wallet 1
2 Capital One credit card - Joseph Murphy 1
3 American Express Business card - Jeff Murphy 1
4 Bank of America Debit Card - JJ Murphy Consulting 1
5 Chase Sapphire Visa Card - Joseph J Murphy 1
6 Bank of America Debit Card - Joseph J Murphy 1

7
Bank of America Debit Card Temporary - Valued 
Customer 1

8 Bank of America Cash Rewards - Joseph J Murphy 1
9 American Express - Joseph J Murphy 1
10 Costco Executive Member Card - Jeff Murphy 1
11 Starwood Preferred Guest gold card 1
12 APEC Business Travel Card - Murray, Joseph 1

13
American Airlines Admirals Club card - Joseph J 
Murphy 1

14
Illinois driver’s license Lic No: 
Murphy, Joseph Jeff

 
0 For Case File

15 Illinois Insurance Card - Murphy, Joseph    1
16 U.S. Passport Card - Murphy, Joseph Jeff 1
17 Blue Cross Blue Shield card -   1
18 Daily Parking (airport parking) Level 6 Aisle 7 1
19  Miscellaneous receipts and business cards
20

21

22

23

XX



D1-105
Revised 03/98) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ORIGINAL-RETAIN
BY ISSUING OFFICE

Receipt for Property #1:

items Recovered From Backpack

NUMBER
Description 

(Include Serial Numbers, Model, etc.) QUANTITY
UNIT 
OF 
ISSUE

COST
ITEM PROPERTY

1 Kelty Backpack (Brown) 1
2 REI trekking pole 1
3 Energizer headlamps 2
4 Signal Mirror (in packaging) 1
5 Blue carabiner (in packaging) 2
6 Rayovac Flashlight 1
7 Blue “Wedgee” 2
8 Pair of Neoprene gloves 2
9 Minelab Pro Find metal detector 1
10 Grey/blue Northface rain jacket 1
11 Red handle metal trowel 1
12 Miniature red handle metal trowel 1
13 “SOL" brand survival kit 1
14 Blue Cub Scout Hoodie 1
15 Black T-shirt 1
16 Socks (pair) 1
17 Sunscreen 1
18 Bug Spray 2
19 Rain poncho 1
20 UV flashlight 1
21 Washcloth 1
22 Garbage bag 2
23 12 oz. Orange Gatorade 1
24 Brown ballcap 1
25 Gerber multi-tool 1

Recovered by: Tim Townsend & Sarah Bouska Location:

Ambulance Bay

Date:

6/9/17
Date:

Date:

6/9/17
6/10/17

Inventoried by: Tim Townsend & Sarah Bouska

Transferred to:  Colette Daigle-Berg - Deputy Coroner



D1-105
(Revised 03/98) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ORIGINAL-RETAIN
BY ISSUING OFFICE

Receipt for Property #4:

Items Recovered From Rental Vehicle
NUMBER

Description 
(Include Serial Numbers, Model, etc.) QUANTITY

UNIT 
OF 
ISSUE

COST
ITEM PROPERTY

1 Blue High Sierra Backpack 1
2 MacBook Pro charging cord 1
3 IPhone charging cord 1
4 Miscellaneous papers 1
5 MacBook Pro Laptop computer 1
6 Ace Hardware logbook 1
7 Blue Diamond Almonds 1

*Miscellaneous travel and food items

8 Boxer shorts 3
9 Socks (pair) 1
10 T-shirts 3
11 Kirkland Blue pants 1
12 Black belt 1
13 Timberlake Khaki Pants 1
14 Union Bay blue shorts 1
15 Long sleeve dress shirts 2
16 Shoes UN Brand (pair) 1
17 Shaving kit with toiletries 1
XX

Recovered by: Tim Townsend & Sarah Bouska location:  Dollar Rental Car

@ Rescue Creek TH

Date:

6/9/17
Date: 6/9/17

Date:

6/9/17

6/10/17

Inventoried by: Tim Townsend & Sarah Bouska

Transferred to:

Colette Daigle-Berg - Deputy Coroner
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Search and Rescue Report - PAGE 1 Version 4.1 Use Tab to move between fields.

REV 2013 

Park: I YELL IRegion: I IMR I Major SA R?:~ Major SAR Number: IPX.EYELLS010.oo.1 I 

Incident Commander: IPhil Basak I Case Number:   1 1 1  1 1 1  I  I  I 

Park SAR Number: D Day of Week: I 5-THURSDAY I 

Date of Notification: IJun 8, 2017 I Time Notified (24 hour format) I 07:52 I 

Date Subject Contacted: IJun 9, 2017 I Time Subject Contacted (24 hour format) I 
10:40 I 

Location: Rescue Creek Trail from trailhead in Mammoth 

Coordinates: 145 00.51 N, 110 38.375 W I 

Notification Method: !cellular Phone I 

Mutual Aid?: INo I Contributing Factor- 2nd: I 

Subject Organization: I Contributing Factor- 3rd: I 

Subject Activity: I Rescue Method - 1st: !stock I 
Incident Environment:ICliff/Rock I Rescue Method - 2nd: IHike/Walk I 
SAR Disposition: !subject Found/Rescued I Rescue Method - 3rd: !Helicopter Rescue I 

Incident Type: !search {including search and rescue) IContributing Factor- 1st: I 

Subject Info: Age 

Subject #1:  
Subject #2: D 
Subject #3: D 

Number Ill or Injured 

0
I I 

Experience LevelSex 

Male I II I 

I II I 

I II I 
Number Not Ill or Injured Number of Fatalities Number of Saves 

0 1 0
I I I I I I 

The Following Items are Reported Only When Incidents Involve Searches For Lost Subjects 

Search Type: lland, Wilderness I 
Linear Distance In Miles from PLS: (blank if unknown) 12.71 I 
Vertical Direction from PLS: !uphill from PLS I 
Search Duration: IFound 24-48 hours I 



Emergency Services National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Search and Rescue Report - page 2 Version 4.1 REV 2013 Use Tab to move between fields.

Incident Narrative:
(Type or Paste Text In Block)

Subject Information:

Joseph (Jeff) Murphy

DOB: 10/23/1963

Summary:

Yellowstone National Park Dispatch received a call from the Albright Visitor Center on June 8, 2017 regarding an overdue hiker. 
The visitor center had retrieved a message from the night before from a hiker's wife, who stated that her husband failed to 
check in with her from a hike the day prior. Shortly thereafter, the wife called dispatch, reporting the same thing. A ranger was 
dispatched to look for his vehicle at the Rescue Creek Trailhead, the area where the wife said her husband was going. The 
vehicle was located at the Rescue Creek Trailhead. A subsequent search was conducted to find the overdue hiker. The hiker 
was located deceased approximately a day and a half later, near the base of Turkey Pen Peak.

Narrative:

On June 8, 2017, at approximately 0815 hours. I, US Park Ranger Phil Basak, was asked by Yellowstone National Park 
Dispatch to head to the Rescue Creek Trailhead, near the North Entrance of Yellowstone, to see if a vehicle belonging to a

message at the Albright Visitor Center reporting her husband being overdue, but it was after hours.

At approximately 0829 hours, I arrived at the trailhead and located MURPHY'S vehicle. The vehicle was empty beside a few 
items in the cargo area. The vehicle also appeared to have been parked there overnight as a light film of dust covered it. I 
reported my finding to dispatch.

I took Incident Command of the search once MURPHY’S vehicle was located at the trailhead. I returned to Mammoth to 
establish a command center.

Ops Period 1

The initial plan was for US Park Ranger Dan Kowalski and Park Intern to come to the trailhead and hasty
search the Rescue Creek Trail, towards Turkey Pen, the area MURPHY told his wife he was going. I also requested Ranger 
Dan Kowalski to bring down the vehicle boot to place on MURPHY'S vehicle, so that if he happened to return while people were 
looking for him, he would have to ask for assistance in getting it removed.

After returning to Mammoth, I asked for resources. An additional hasty team was put together to hike in from the Blacktail
Trailhead to the Rescue Creek trail and meet up with the other hasty team of Kowalski and The park helicopter was
also requested and approved to search from overhead with 2 spotters on board. Lastly, two other teams of two were asked to

Batavia, Il

her husband's plan while in the park. Once I got the basic information, I called for additional resources to assist in locating 
MURPHY.

phone number and called her to ask questions to get details aboutAfter discovering MURPHEY'S vehicle, I got

had also called the night before (June 7th) and left a
have details of MURPHY'S plans and the

stating thatreported overdue hiker was still there. Just prior to being called, Park Dispatch received a call from
her husband Jeff MURPHY failed to check in from a hike the day prior.
rental vehicle (WA License Plate: BEL9606) he was driving.

Phone:



drive into Gardiner and towards Jardine and search via binoculars the north and east side of Turkey Pen Peak. 

By 1100 hours on June 81h , the additional teams were in the field or being mobilized and I stood up additional Incident 
Management positions for the search. They indluded: 

Joe Bueter - Operations 

Becky Smith, Jessica Korhut- Plans 

Gary Shelton, Chris Glenn - Logistics 

Sarah Bouska, Tim Townsend - Investigations 

Morgan Warthin - Public Information 

Judy Knuth-Folts - Family Liaison 

Wendy Hafer - Safety 

Agency Liaison - Richard Moore 

Once Operations was stood up, additional resources were again requested. A dog team was called in to assist. The dog team 
was going to be flown into the area of Turkey Pen and search going from the trail to the peak. Additional ground searchers were 
called into help with containment of the area. 

At approximately 1339 hours, both hasty teams met up on the Rescue Creek Trail. Hasty Team 1, led by Ranger Dan Kowalski, 
saw some tracks that left the trail towards the peak and relayed the coordinates to Operations. 

At approximately 1415 hours, the dog team was flown to the area of Turkey Pen. They met up with Hasty Team 1 (Kowalski) 
and searched the area of Turkey Pen Peak. Hasty Team 2 was sent back to look around campsite 1A2, a location MURPHY 
was supposed to camp at the last time in the park. A black bear was seen at 1A2 and Hasty Team 2 left the area for safety. 

At approximately 1705 hours, all field units were requested to start making their way out of the field and back to the Command 
Center. Plans was working on resources needed for the next day's operation. 

Ops Period 2 

On June 9, 2017, morning briefing was held at 0600 hours for dog teams and 0700 hours for ground searchers. The plan for 
the day was to have 5 dog teams (team =2 searchers plus dog) go into the search area and search the assigned areas of high 
probability where MURPHY may be during in the morning hours, when it is cooler for the dogs to search. While the dog teams 
were searching their assigned areas, 8 hiking teams of 2-4 people and 4 horse teams (team =2 people on horseback) were 
going to be searching less probable areas. At around midday, the dog teams were to come out of the field and the ground 
searchers would move into their assigned areas of high probability, some of them being the same areas the dog teams were in, 
to continue searching. The park helicopter was going to be used to take in crews and gear as needed and weather would allow. 
They also would search requested areas by air. 

After the briefings were completed, the respective teams carried out their assignments. 

The family liaison team was tasked with going to the Bozeman Airport to meet MURPHY's wife, sister, sister-in-law and friend, 
who were flying in at various times of the morning. 

At approximately 1031 hours on June 9 h, the park helicopter spotted a blue object on the bottom of the scree field as they were 
flying overhead to drop off supplies. Dog Team 1 was nearby and went to the area as described. 

At approximately 1040 hours, Dog Team 1 confirmed they located a deceased individual, MURPHY. 

After locating MURPHY, field resources were recalled and told to report back to the Command Center. Dog Team 1, led by 
Collette Daigle-Berg, remained in the area and started coroner duties. Park Ranger Matthew Chuvarsky was also requested for 
coroner duties. I authorized the moving of MURPHY once photos and the coroner on-scene investigation was completed. 
MURPHY was flown from the scene to the Mammoth Helispot. He then was moved via a park ambulance to the ambulance bay. 

After the confirmation of finding MURPHY, the family liaison team and agency liaison was notified as they still had not yet made 
contact with the family. Both liaisons were at the airport and informed the family of the outcome of the search. The family then 
drove down to the park and met with Operations, the Coroner (Daigle-Berg), Investigations and the IC. 

At approximately 1715 hours, all field resources had returned from the field. 



Incident Command continued into the morning of June 10 h, when the family left the park. 

-End of report-



- -

National Park Service  
  Emergency Services   

U S Department of the lntenor  

  

"' 
Version 4.1Search and Rescue Report - PAGE 3 Use Tab to move between fields.

REV 201 3 

Time and Cost Summary Hours Cost 

NPS Programmed Hours I I 
NPS Unprogrammed Hours 361.81 $21 ,185.91 1 

Non-NPS Hours $0.00!  ! 

Totals: 361.81 $21,185.91 1 

Other Services, Supplies, and Equipment Cost 

Supplies and Equipment $976.531 
I 

Other Services and Expenses $1 ,073.521 I 
Totals: I $2,050.051 

Aircraft I Vessel Summary Hours Cost 

 1. Type: IHelicopter IOwner: INPS (incl contractor) IHourly Rate: I  l 4.81 1 

2. Type: I IOwner:I IHourly Rate: I I II I 
3. Type: I IOwner:I IHourly Rate: I I 1 1 I 

Totals 4.81I $5,736.00 

Prepared By: IPhil Basak I Date I 10/11/17 I 

Signature: 

Approved By: I Date II I 

Signature: 

For Incidents with NPS non-programmed costs in excess of $500, the following approval signatures are required 

Superintendent Signature: Date I I 

Regional Director Signature:  Date I I
Print FormI I • 
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11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - (News Release) Fatality near North Entrance

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

(News Release) Fatality near North Entrance
3 messages

YELL Public Affairs, NPS <yell_public_affairs@nps.gov> Fri, Jun 9, 2017 at 5:16 PM
Bcc: yell_all_employees@nps.gov

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Yellowstone National Park
P.O. Box 168
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 9, 2017 17-029

Morgan Warthin
(307)344-2015
YELL_Public_Affairs@nps.gov

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK NEWS RELEASE

Fatality near North Entrance
Search for Missing Person ends

MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS, WY - Today, park search crews located the body of Jeff Murphy who was missing near the 
park’s North Entrance. Mr. Murphy’s death appears to have resulted from a fall on Turkey Pen Peak.

Mr. Murphy, 53, from Batavia, Illinois went for a day hike on the Rescue Creek Trail on June 7. The park initiated the 
search on June 8 when Mr. Murphy’s wife reported that he failed to check in.

“All of us at Yellowstone extend our sympathy to the Murphy family for their tragic loss,” said Superintendent Dan Wenk.

At its peak, the search involved eight hiking teams, five dog teams, four horse teams, and a helicopter.

The Rescue Creek Trail, which had been closed due to this search, is open. However, visitors should anticipate 
temporary closures in the area until the investigation is complete.

Public Affairs Office
Office of Strategic Communications
Yellowstone National Park
307-344-2015

Visit us online: Official Website | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Flickr | YouTube | Periscope

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov> Mon, Jun 12, 2017 at 8:58 AM
To: Forrest Fenn

Mr. Fenn,
See attached press release regarding Mr. Murphy's death. I was busy attending to his family on Friday and did not get 
this to you right away. I apologize.
USPR Sarah Bouska

1/2



11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - (News Release) Fatality near North Entrance

[Quoted text hidden]

Sarah Bouska
Law Enforcement Office
Yellowstone National Park

307-344-2123 (office)
307-344-2131 (fax)

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, and any documents attached to this e-mail, may contain confidential information, 
which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(s) named herein. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or the taking 
of any action, in reliance on the contents of this information is unlawful and strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
document in error, please notify the sender immediately, by telephone, to arrange for the return of the transmitted 
document(s). Subject to prosecution under federal law - 18 U.S.C. Chapter 73 §§ 1501-1518.

Forrest Fenn Mon, Jun 12, 2017 at 9:05 AM
To: "Bouska, Sarah" <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Thank you Sarah, that is such a tragedy, f

From: Bouska, Sarah [mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 12. 2017 8:59 AM 
To: Forrest Fenn
Subject: Fwd: (News Release) Fatality near North Entrance

[Quoted text hidden]

2/2





7/11/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mell - Jeff Murphy

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov

Jeff Murphy

Fri, Jun 9, 2017 at 9:36 AMDerek Miller <DMiller@housewares.org>

Cc:
To: "sarah_bouska@nps.gov" <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Hi Sarah,

Thank you for your phone call this morning. I hope that our discussion was helpful.

Regarding passwords - these are two that would have been used to set-up the computer when he received 
in February. He may have changed them since that time.

Thank you again,

Derek

Derek Miller

Vice President, Global Marketing

International Housewares Association

6400 Shafer Court, Suite 650, Rosemont, IL 60018 USA

Tel: +1-847-682-0161

Fax: +1-847-292-4211

E-mail: dmiller@housewares.org

Web: www.housewares.org

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ul=2&Ik=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCIZI4.en.&view=pt&msg-15c8d8000533035b&q=murphy&qs=true&search=quer... 1/2

Please let me know if you have any additional questions or need anything at all. My mobile number is

https:llmall.google.com/mall/u/0/7ul=2&Jk=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCIZl4.en.&vlew=pt&msg=15c8d8000533035b&q=murphy&qs=true&aearch=quer
www.housewares.org
mailto:dmiller@housewares.org
mailto:DMiller@housewares.org
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov


7/11/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Jeff Murphy 

2018 International Home + Housewares Show® 

March 10-13 I Saturday - Tuesday I Chicago USA 

The Inspired Home 

Driving Consumers to Act 

www.housewares.org/members/consumers 

www.ThelnspiredHome.com 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCiZi4.en.&view-=pt&msg=15c8d8000533035b&q=murphy&qs=1rue&search=quer... 212 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCiZi4.en.&view-=pt&msg=15c8d8000533035b&q=murphy&qs=1rue&search=quer
www.ThelnspiredHome.com
www.housewares.org/members/consumers




11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Jeff Murphy

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Jeff Murphy
3 messages

Forrest Fenn
To: "Bouska, Sarah" <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 8:58 PM

Sarah,

Please let me know of any news about Jeff Murphy. Thank you.

Forrest Fenn

Bouska, Sarah <sarah bouska@nps.qov>
To: Forrest Fenn

Fri, Jun 9, 2017 at 8:21 AM

Mr. Fenn,
I will try to keep you updated as to any results of the ongoing search today. Thank you for your emails.

Sincerely,
Sarah Bouska
US Park Ranger
Yellowstone National Park Law Enforcement Office 
(307) 344-2123

On Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 8:58 PM, Forrest Fenn wrote:

Sarah,

Please let me know of any news about Jeff Murphy. Thank you.

Forrest Fenn

Sarah Bouska
Law Enforcement Office
Yellowstone National Park

307-344-2123 (office)
307-344-2131 (fax)

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, and any documents attached to this e-mail, may contain confidential information, 
which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(s) named herein. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or the taking 
of any action, in reliance on the contents of this information is unlawful and strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
document in error, please notify the sender immediately, by telephone, to arrange for the return of the transmitted 
document(s). Subject to prosecution under federal law - 18 U.S.C. Chapter 73 §§ 1501-1518.

Forrest Fenn Fri, Jun 9, 2017 at 8:24 AM
To: "Bouska, Sarah" <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>



11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Jeff Murphy

Thanks, I’m standing by my computer, f

From: Bouska, Sarah [mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov]
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 8:22 AM
To: Forrest Fenn
Subject: Re: Jeff Murphy

Mr. Fenn,

I will try to keep you updated as to any results of the ongoing search today. Thank you for your emails.

Sincerely,

Sarah Bouska

US Park Ranger

Yellowstone National Park Law Enforcement Office 

(307) 344-2123

On Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 8:58 PM, Forrest Fenn wrote:

Sarah,

Please let me know of any news about Jeff Murphy. Thank you.

Forrest Fenn

Sarah Bouska

Law Enforcement Office

Yellowstone National Park

307-344-2123 (office)

307-344-2131 (fax)

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, and any documents attached to this e-mail, may contain confidential information, 
which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(s) named herein. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or the taking



11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Jeff Murphy

of any action, in reliance on the contents of this information is unlawful and strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
document in error, please notify the sender immediately, by telephone, to arrange for the return of the transmitted 
document(s). Subject to prosecution under federal law - 18 U.S.C. Chapter 73 §§ 1501-1518.

mailto:�"�7��>�7?�#��4�%��0=�1���&�����%����7�%����&�������%�7���7.�����""�.�.����������8��=@0��/���5��#4�#�3%#7�3��=���%���������7<$�A�A���%��B�����������B���/�7#�%���������7"���




7/11/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mall - Treking pole phato

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Treking pole photo

To: sarah_bouska@nps.gov
Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 7:10 PM

This should be the mate of the pole he has with him. I will bring the other tomorrow

Sent from my iPhone

4 attachments

IMG_0918.JPG 
113K

IMG_0917.JPG
83K

IMG_0916.JPG 
89K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ul=2&lk=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCIZI4.en.&view=pt&msg=15c8a697e6a4b1c3&q=murphy&qs=true&search=quer...1/2
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Facebook7/11/2017

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Fwd: Facebook

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov> Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 7:04 PM

Forwarded message
From: Seago, Lester <les_seago@nps.gov>
Date: Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 12:09 PM
Subject: Fwd: Facebook
To: Sarah Bouska <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

 Forwarded message
From: Edwards, Jill <jill_edwards@nps.gov>
Date: Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 12:02 PM
Subject: Facebook
To: Lester Seago <les_seago@nps.gov>

https://www.facebook.com/joseph.jeff.murphy?lst=100010065197171%3A1338141614%3A1496944765

FYI:

The phone number went to his wife's Facebook page. CLEAR report will be sent in a few.

Jill Edwards
Intelligence Analyst - Investigative Service Branch NFS
Desk: 916-874-1523
Ceil: 916-919-3524

Want to report a crime in a national park? Please call the ISB Tip Line at 888-653-0009

Les Seago, Assistant Special Agent in Charge
National Park Service
Investigative Services Branch
(307) 344-2121 - Office
(406) 581-7491 - Cell
(307) 344-2640 - Yellowstone Communications Center (24 Hrs)

Want to report a crime in a national park?
Please call the ISB Tip Line at 888-653-0009 or email at nps_isb@nps.gov.

Sarah Bouska
Law Enforcement Office

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28Lik=96401d80db&jsveF=veUcgTCiZi4.en.&view;=pt&msg=15c8a61e351e0244&q=murphy&qs=true&search=quer .. 1/2

To: Sarah Bouska

https://mail.google.comimail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401
mailto:nps_isb@nps.gov
https://www.facebook.com/joseph.jeff.murphy?lst=100010065197171%3A1338141614%3A
mailto:les_seago@nps.gov
mailto:jill_edwards@nps.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov
mailto:les_seago@nps.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov
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Yellowstone National Park 

307-344-2123 (office) 
307-344-2131 (fax) 

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, and any documents attached to this e-mail, may contain confidential information, 
which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(s) named herein. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or the taking 
of any action, in reliance on the contents of this information is unlawful and strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
document in error, please notify the sender immediately, by telephone, to arrange for the return of the transmitted 
document(s). Subject to prosecution under federal law-18 U.S.C. Chapter 73 §§ 1501-1518. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401d80d b&jsver=veUcgTCiZi4.en.&view-=pt&msg=15c8a61 e351 e0244&q=murphy&qs=1rue&search=quer... 212 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401d80d




DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Apple ID for Murphy7/11/2017

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Apple ID for Murphy

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov> 
To: Lester Seago <les_seago@nps.gov>

Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 7:02 PM

Les,

Please call me on my personal cell if you need anything else. I am going home for the night, I'll be in at 7, even though I 
know you are off, I may call quick for guidance on a couple small things, if that is okay. Thanks again for all of your help 
today!

personal cell

Sarah Bouska
Law Enforcement Office
Yellowstone National Park

307-344-2123 (office)
307-344-2131 (fax)

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, and any documents attached to this e-mail, may contain confidential information, 
which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(s) named herein. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or the taking 
of any action, in reliance on the contents of this information is unlawful and strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
document in error, please notify the sender immediately, by telephone, to arrange for the return of the transmitted 
document(s). Subject to prosecution under federal law- 18 U.S.C. Chapter 73 §§ 1501-1518.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCiZi4.en.&view=pt&msg=15c8a6033782d4858Lq=les%20seago&qs=true&search... 1/1

Jeff Murphy's apple ID is:
password:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCiZi4.en.&view=pt&msg=15c8a6033782d485&q=les%20seago&qs=true&search
mailto:les_seago@nps.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov




11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - MISSING: Jeff Murphy

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

MISSING: Jeff Murphy
3 messages

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov> Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 7:00 PM
To:

Dear Mr. Fenn,
I am leading investigations on the search for Mr. Murphy here in Yellowstone National Park. At this time we have over 5 
dog teams, 8 mounted horses, 24 ground pounders and over 18 people organizing the search. Many people are vested 
in finding Mr. Murphy alive. We are mostly in need of understanding WHERE Mr. Murphy may have been trekking while 
looking for buried treasure that seems to have been prompted by a poem written by you.

He left the trailhead yesterday (08/07/17) morning around 0815 am on the Rescue Creek Trailhead with the destination of 
Turkey Penn Peak. He told his wife that he wanted to look on the north side of the trail and in the email to you sent on 
June 03, I see that he states "Since I now know that 2 trips in 1 afternoon is not a reference to a campsite, I am planning to 
circle back to my blaze." He also wrote an email to you referencing the trip that he and his wife took in late May to the 1A2 
campsite. If you were Mr. Murphy and were looking for buried treasure related to the poem that you wrote, where would you 
be walking/wandering/looking? If you need a copy of a map, I would be happy to provide one. Any assistance you can 
provide at this point would be more than helpful. Thank you.

Sincerely, 
Sarah Bouska 
Law Enforcement Office 
Yellowstone National Park

307-344-2123 (office)
307-344-2131 (fax)

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, and any documents attached to this e-mail, may contain confidential information, 
which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(s) named herein. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or the taking 
of any action, in reliance on the contents of this information is unlawful and strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
document in error, please notify the sender immediately, by telephone, to arrange for the return of the transmitted 
document(s). Subject to prosecution under federal law - 18 U.S.C. Chapter 73 §§ 1501-1518.

Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 7:44 PM

Dear Sarah,

The two emails you quoted are the only ones I received from Mr. Murphy. 
I am not familiar with the area in which he was looking, and have never 
been in that part of the park. I would happily pay for some helicopter time 
if that would assist you in the search. Please let me know what to do. I am 
copying)

Forrest Fenn

Forrest Fenn
To: "Bouska Sarah" <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>
Cc:



11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - MISSING: Jeff Murphy

From: Bouska, Sarah [mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov]
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 7:01 PM

Subject: MISSING: Jeff Murphy

[Quoted text hidden]

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov> 
To: "Basak, Philip" <phil_basak@nps.gov>

[Quoted text hidden]

Sarah Bouska
Law Enforcement Office
Yellowstone National Park

307-344-2123 (office)
307-344-2131 (fax)

Fri, Jun 9, 2017 at 8:30 AM

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, and any documents attached to this e-mail, may contain confidential information, 
which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity(s) named herein. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, use, or the taking 
of any action, in reliance on the contents of this information is unlawful and strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
document in error, please notify the sender immediately, by telephone, to arrange for the return of the transmitted 
document(s). Subject to prosecution under federal law - 18 U.S.C. Chapter 73 §§ 1501-1518.

To:





11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fw: RE: Edgar - Urgent FYI

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Fw: RE: Edgar - Urgent FYI

Jeff Murphy
Reply-To: "Jeff Murphy
To: YNP Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 6:43 PM

FYI

Forwarded Message
From: Forrest Fenn
Sent: Jun 8, 2017 6:37 PM
To:

Subject: RE: Edgar - Urgent FYI

have you notified the rangers in Yellowstone that Jeff is missing? Do you know where he was searching? When
did you have last contact with him and do you know where he was staying? Sorry to pepper you with questions, but 
maybe there is something I can do if I know more about the situation. f

Subject: Re: Edgar - Urgent FYI

Hi Forrest,

This is Jeff's wife. I just wanted you to know that my husband is currently missing in Yellowstone National 
post of Yellowstone Facebook and articles online about him being missing.

He went to search again by himself against my wishes. I hope your quest won't be adversely affected by these current 
events. My husband has used this quest as his pastime in the last 5 years. This is the first time he went himself.

AII other times have been with family and friends. I will keep you posted on the search.

   Subject: Edgar

Forrest,

Re-reading your Q&A from Edgar about making two trips and whether any transportation besides walking was used. I 
have analyzed your answer and guess the meaning to be You "straddled" a yes, and "neighed" a no. Interesting.

Since I now know that 2 trips in 1 afternoon is not a reference to a campsite, I am planning to circle back to my blaze.

Park. You will see the

Original Message
From: Jeff Murphy
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 5:29 PM
To: Forrest Fenn

Original Message
From: "Jeff Murphy
Sent: Jun 3, 2017 5:02 PM
To: Forrest Fenn

Cc:



11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fw: RE: Edgar - Urgent FYI

Speaking of Edgar and anagrams, I noticed that Edgar Allan Poe's initials can also spell APE and PEA. I guess doesn't 
amount to a hill of beans.

Hope you enjoy Fennboree. I'm headed to Mexico that weekend for work, could use a good Spanish teacher.

Jeff Murphy





11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fw: Jeff Murphy missing in Yellowstone, f

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Fw: Jeff Murphy missing in Yellowstone. f

To: sarah_bouska@nps.gov

Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 6:42 PM

FYI

I just looked at the Yellowstone Facebook, but it doesn't say much. But they are on the case and I am sure they are 
doing everything they can. Please let me know if there is something that I can do, and let me know if you hear anything at 
all about it. f

Original Message

 Forrest,

Re-reading your Q&A from Edgar about making two trips and whether any transportation besides walking was used. I 
have analyzed your answer and guess the meaning to be You "straddled" a yes, and "neighed" a no. Interesting.

Since I now know that 2 trips in 1 afternoon is not a reference to a campsite, I am planning to circle back to my blaze.

Subject: Edgar

Original Message
From: "Jeff Murphy
Sent: Jun 3, 2017 5:02 PM
To: Forrest Fenn

He went to search again by himself against my wishes. I hope your quest won't be adversely affected by these current 
events. My husband has used this quest as his pastime in the last 5 years. This is the first time he went himself. 

All other times have been with family and friends. I will keep you posted on the search.

Park. You will see the post of Yellowstone Facebook and articles online about him being missing.
Jeff’s wife. I just wanted you to know that my husband is currently missing in Yellowstone NationalThis is

Hi Forrest,

Subject: Re: Edgar - Urgent FYI 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 5:29 PM

Sent: Jun 8, 2017 6:46 PM

Forwarded Message

Jeff Murphy
Reply-To: "Jeff Murphy

From: Forrest Fenn

To:

Subject: Jeff Murphy missing in Yellowstone. f
Cc:

From: Jeff Murphy

To: Forrest Fenn

mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov


11/20/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fw: Jeff Murphy missing in Yellowstone. f

Speaking of Edgar and anagrams, I noticed that Edgar Allan Poe's initials can also spell APE and PEA. I guess doesn't 
amount to a hill of beans.

Hope you enjoy Fennboree. I'm headed to Mexico that weekend for work, could use a good Spanish teacher.

Jeff Murphy





7/11/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Pictures of Joseph murphy's fishing/hiking gear

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov>

Pictures of Joseph murphy's fishing/hiking gear

Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 2:13 PM
To: sarah_bouska@nps.gov

Attached are pictures of my brother’s hiking/fishing gear. Also included is a clear facial photo

Best regards,

3 attachments

image2.PNG
1301K

image3.JPG 
1114K

https://mail.gocgle.com/mail/u/0/?ui=28Lik=96401d80dtj&jsver=veUcgTCiZi4.en.&vieiv=pt&msg = ' 5c8958133eb8c72&g=murphy&qs=true&search=quer... 1/1

image1.JPG
1772K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov
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06/08/2017 9:35AM FAX 3073442136
From: Law Enforcement Relations

Yellowstone Comm Center

To: 13073442136     Page: 2/2    Date: 6/8/2017     8:18:21 AM

EXIGENT CIRCUMSTANCE REQUEST FORM
***Agency fax coversheet With logo must be faxed with this form. Please tax to (813) 801-8863 or email to LER3@t-mobile.com ***

TMO LER CONTACT: Beth

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY OR TYPE
AGENCY NAME: Yellowstone National Park

AGENCY ADDRESS: P.O. Box 168                                               CITY/STATE/ZIP: Mammoth, WY. 82190

AGENCY PHONE #:  307-344-2640                                               AGENCY FAX #:  307-344-2136
REQUESTING AGENT'S NAME/lTLE/BADGE OR ID#: Deputy District Ranger Basak/Dispatcher Dreyer

AGENT'S CALLBACK #: 307-344-2148 AGENTS E-MAIL: Beth_Dreyer@NPS.gov

SUPERVISOR'S NAME:  Tim Townsend                                              SUPERVISOR'S PHONE #: 307-344-2133

If PSAP calling on behalf of a Law Enforcement Agent declaring exigent circumstances, please complete below in addition:
PSAP AGENCY NAME:  Yellowstone National Park
PSAP OPERATOR NAME & ID #:  Beth Dreyer  F1268
PSAP OPERATOR CALLBACK #:  307-344-2640                                           OPERATOR’S E-MAIL:  Beth_Dreyer@NPS.gov
PSAP SUPERVISOR'S NAME:  Kaelyn Johnson                                          PSAP SUPERVISOR'S PHONE #: 307-344-2640

I hereby certify that I am a member at the above named government agency and have been granted authority by that agency (or as a 911 operator, 
am acting on behalf of someone granted that authority) to determine and declare an exigent circumstance involving:

a) immediate danger of death or serious physical injury to any person,
b) conspiratorial activities threatening the national security interest, or
c) conspiratorial activities characteristic of organized crime

I understand that the decision to provide T-Mobile information or services is at the discretion of T-Mobile. I understand that T-Mobile may receive 
cost recovery for certain services, If It is later determined that one or more of the above conditions does not exist and my request is not covered by 
an appropriate legal demand. I understand that I may be held liable for civil and/or criminal penalties either as an Individual, as an organization or 
both. By signing this form, I certify the information herein is true and correct.
The emergency which exists is as follows: Missing, Endangered Person

T-Mobile Phone Numbers Involved:

The urgency of the situation (and/or other factors) renders it unfeasible to obtain a search warrant or probable cause court order, I 
am requesting that T-Mobile provide the following records and/or service(s) [Please mark all that apply]:

* You must have access to CALEA delivery equipment currently established with T-Mobile to receive CALEA based services.

assitance will terminate if the appropriate legal demand or customer consent is not received within 48 hours.  The valid legal demand or customer 
consent should reference the existence of your completed exigent circumstance request form.  Use beyond 48 hours may also incur fees.
You must have an e-mail address with a government domain listed above to receive updates.

DATE: 6-8-17

Legal Affairs - Law Enforcement Relations
4 Sylvan Way Parsippany NJ 07054 • (973) 292-8911 • (813) 801-8863 (FAX)
Version: 160627

SIGNATURE

Current Subscriber Information

Call Detail Records (within the past 48 hrs)

Real-time Location  (Every 15 min up to 48 hrs)

Call Detail Records w/cell sites (within the past 48 hrs)

Other, please specify: N2 Number

*     Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 2518, 2701,2702, 3125 and any other applicable Federation or State statute, all lawful interception and location information

https://requP.Rt
https://drrnmtt11nr.11
https://LER3@C�moblle.com


06/08/2017 9:35AM FAX 3073442136 Yellowstone Comm center

United States Department of the Interior

911 COMMUNICATION CENTER

National Park Service
P.O. Box 168 

Yellowstone National Park 
Wyoming 82190

IN REPLY REFER TO:



Page 1 of 1

From: Thelma.Guzman3@T-Mobile.com

To: Subpoenas@mctropcs.com

Subject: FW: EXIGENT - YELLOW STONE PD

Date: 6/8/2017 3:39:02 PM

Received from remote ID: 3073442136 Inbound user ID LER3, routing code 8863 Result: (0/352;0/0)
Success Page record: 1 - 2 Elapsed time: 00:33 on channel 13

file:///C:/Users/KEvans/Documents/F01A/2017%20FOIA/Murphy%20Fatality/Family/N... 11/17/2017

Original Message From: Polaris RightFax E-mail Gateway 02
[mailto:rfax@mail.t-mobile.com] Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2017 11:37 AM To: LER3 Subject: A fax
has arrived from remote ID  '3073442136'. Account:

6/8/2017 8:35:54 AM Transmission
Record Received from remote ID: 3073442136 Inbound user ID LER3, routing code 8863 Result: 
(0/352;0/0) Success Page record: 1 - 2 Elapsed time: 00:33 on channel 13 A fax has arrived from

remote ID '3073442136'.
6/8/2017 8:35:54 AM Transmission Record

Account:

mailto:rfax@mail.t-mobile.com
mailto:Subpoenas@metropcs.com
mailto:Thelma.Guzman3@T-Mobile.com
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Information Provided To: 

Agency: EXIGENT 
Requestor: Thelma  Guzman 
Agent Address: 

Request Submission Response 
Billing City, State, Zip: , 
Provided On: June 08, 2017 

This is in response to the Exigent, N/A, dated June 08, 2017,  which was served upon T-Mobile US, Inc. You have requested 
Information for the subscriber associated with MSISDN: 

 
  

 
 
  

Subscriber Details: 

Subscriber Name 
Subscriber Address 
Subscriber Status 
Subscriber Name Effective Date 

Joseph  Murphy 
BATAVIA, IL 

07/06/2016 

 
  

 

Account Details: 

Brand 
Activation Date 
Termination Date 
Account Name 
Account No 
Account Effective Date 
Account Expiration Date 

TMUS 
07/06/2016 

Joseph  Murphy 

07/06/2016 

IMSI 
MSISDN Expiration Date 
MSISDN Disconnect Reason 
MSISDN No 
MSISDN Status 
MSISDN Market 
MSISDN Name 
SIM 
IMEI 
Begin Service Date 

CHI 

07/06/2016 

Device Details: 

Active 

Joseph  Murphy 

Billing Details: 

Bill Name 
Bill Birth Date 
Bill SSN 
Bill Cycle 
Bill Address 
Company Name 
Rate Plan 
Rate Plan Desc 
Contact 1 
Contact 2 
Coupon 
Last Refilled 

Joseph  Murphy 
10/23/1963 

SC NAmerica UnlTT+D 2 Lines 
NAUTTF 

Ported Details: 

Ported Carrier Regular 



Information Provided To:

Agency:
Requestor:
Agent Address:
Billing City State Zip:
Provided On:

EX GENT
Thelma Guzman

, 07054
June 08, 2017

This is in response to the Exigent N/A dated June 08 2017 which was served upon T-Mobile US Inc. You have requested information for the subscriber associated with

Information Provided By
T-Mobile US, Inc.
Law Enforcement Relations

4 Sylvan Way, Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 
Tel 866-537-0911 Fax 973-292-8697

Page 1 of 1

Request Submission Response

Date Time Duration Call Type Direction Calling Number Dialed Number Called Number Destination IMSI IMEI Completion Service Switch Name 1st LTE Site 1st LTE 1st LAC 1st Cell D 1st Tower 1st Tower LAT 1st Tower 1st Tower Address 1st Tower City 1st Tower 1st Tower Last LTE   Last LTE Last LAC ID Last Cell ID Last Tower Last Tower LAT Last Tower Last Tower Address Last Tower City Last Last Tower
N b Code Code ID Sector ID Azimuth LONG State Zip ID Sector ID Azimuth LONG Tower Zip

06/07/201722 21 48 41 call Forwarding Outgoing

06/07/2017 23 58 15 20 mtc Incom ing

06/07/2017 23 58 16 20 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 01 07 41 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 01 07 43 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 01 55 58 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 01 56 00 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 02 07 55 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 02 07 57 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 02 41 36 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 02 41 37 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 02 55 32 5 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 02 55 34 5 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 02 55 47 19 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 02 55 48 19 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 03 09 17 6 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 03 09 19 6 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 03 16 21 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 03 16 22 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 03 43 58 2 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 03 43 59 2 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 03 50 11 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 03 50 12 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 05 28 42 5 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 05 28 43 5 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 05 54 49 8 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 05 54 50 8 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 06 33 29 2 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 06 33 30 2 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 10 41 39 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 10 41 41 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 11 08 03 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 11 08 05 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/201711 18 34 mtc Incoming

06/08/201711 18 41 mtc Incoming

06/08/2017 11 18 45 25 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 11 18 46 25 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 12 03 20 2 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 12 03 22 2 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 12 58 06 3 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 12 58 08 3 moc Outgo ing

06/08/2017 14 18 18 2 mtc Incom ing

06/08/2017 14 18 19 2 moc Outgo ing

  Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Abnormal 

Completion 
Abnormal 

Completion 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully 
Completed 
Successfully

011 2B CHMSS318

021 11 PHTAS001

02B PHTAS001

021 11 CRTAS002

02B CRTAS002

021 11 DCTAS001

02B DCTAS001

021 11 PHTAS002

02B PHTAS002

021 11 CHTAS010

02B CHTAS010

021 11 NYTAS001

02B NYTAS001

021 11 NVTAS004

02B NVTAS004

021 11 ATTAS002

02B ATTAS002

021 11 NVTAS004

02B NVTAS004

021 11 ATTAS002

02B ATTAS002

021 11 DCTAS001

02B DCTAS001

021 11 CHTAS009

02B CHTAS009

021 11 DCTAS002

02B DCTAS002

021 11 ATTAS001

02B ATTAS001

021 11 DCTAS002

02B DCTAS002

021 11 NYTAS001

02B NYTAS001

11 DCTAS001

11 DCTAS001

021 11 CRTAS001

02B CRTAS001

021 11 ATTAS002

02B ATTAS002

021 11 PHTAS001

02B PHTAS001

021 11 ATTAS001

02B ATTAS001

MSISDN All times below are reflected in Coordinated Universal Time (UTC).



Interpreting Call Detail Records 

Your response includes Call Detail Records (CDR) either with or without location. Our query results in an Excel file with multiple 
columns. Each row represents one call on the T-Mobile network. Some fields only appear in reports with location information. 

Multimedia Messages (MMS) and text messages sent as MMS do not appear as part of a call record. Standard text messages do 
appear on this report. Calls made while roaming also do not appear on this report. 

Entries with outgoing calls to 8056377249 indicate incoming calls that are forwarded (out) to the voicemail system. Entries with 
outgoing calls to 8056377243 =805-MESSAGE indicate voicemail retrieval. 

Please remember that T-Mobile CDR systems natively use Coordinated Universal Time (UTC). By default, that means a day of call 
detail records are taken from 00:00:01 to 23:59:59 UTC which may differ from your intended time range due to your time zone. If 
specific times other than our default are important to your inquiry, please submit legal demands with the date range/time frame 
adjusted for UTC to avoid delay or confusion. We are unable to convert the time displayed in the records to the local time of the 
handset. 

The columns present on your CDR may be: 

COLUMN NAME DESCRIPTION LOCATION 
  

NOTES 

Date Date format mm/dd/yyyy NO 

(UTC)Time 24 hour time format- hh:mm:ss in UTC NO In UTCtime 

Duration Duration hh:mm:ss NO 

Call Type Type of call: callForwarding = Forwarded Call; mSOriginating = Outgoing 
Voice Call; mSTerminating = Incoming Voice; mSOriginatingSMSinMSC = 
Outgoing SMS; mSTerminatingSMSinMSC = Incoming SMS; moc=Mobile 
Originating Call; mtc= Mobile Terminating Call 

NO 

Direction Outgoing or Incoming to the target telephone number NO 

Callinc Number Phone number that initiated the call NO 

Dialed Number Dialed digits NO 

Called Number Phone number that received the call NO 

Destination Number The final destination number to which the network has connected the 
call (might be different from the one dialed by subscriber if network 
translation was applied) 

NO 

IMSI International Mobile Subscriber Identity of the target number, if present NO 

IMEI International Mobile Equipment Identity of the target number, if present NO 

Completion Code Completed successfully or Abnormal Completion (network interruption). 
Abnormal completion calls display on this report but may or may not 
show on a customer's bill. 

NO 

Answered? Answered or Unanswered. Unanswered calls display on this report but 
may or may not show on a customer's bill. 

NO 

Service Code 11 Calling line identification presentation 
12 Calling line identification restriction 
13 Connected line ID Presentation 

20 All Call Forwarding Services 
21 Call Forwarding Unconditional (CFU) 

28 All Cond Ca II Forwarding Services 
29 Call Forwarding on Mobile Subscriber Busy (CFB) 
2A Call Forwarding on No Reply (CFNRy) 
26 Call Forwarding on Not Reachable (CFNRc) 
31 Explicit Call Transfer (ECT) 
42 Call Hold 41 Call waiting 
51 Multi-Party (MPTY) 

NO 

Disconnectinc Party Calling Party; Called Party or Network NO 

rr- ··Mobile·· 
Lecal Affairs - law Enforcement Relations metroPCS. 



      
 

         
      

  

       
            

 
    

   

                

            

              

        
  

  

        
         
             
          
         
           

               

            

              

          
           
       
             
         
         
            

 
                    

                        
                     

                       
                       

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
          

Service Indicator If populated, then the call was originated on WIFI/VoLTE, and has 
continued on GSM (expect 2 CDRs for same call leg) 

NO 

SMS Deliv Status SMS delivery result NO 

Switch Name Name of the switch which was used to deliver the call to the target 
number. 

NO This is NOT an indication of the 
location of the device. 

1st LTE Site ID EnodeBid value in decimal YES Only present if the call was over LTE 

1st LAC 1st LAC value in decimal YES Not present if the call was over LTE 

1st Cell ID 1st Cell Site ID value in decimal YES Not present if the call was over LTE 

1st Tower Azimuth Location: Azimuth orientation of antenna serving user if available (see 
note below) 

YES 

1st Tower LAT Latitude of 1st cell tower used. YES 

1st Tower LONG Longitude of 1st cell tower used. YES 

1st Tower Address Street Address of the 1st serving tower if available YES 

1st Tower City City of the 1st serving tower if available YES 

1st Tower State State of the 1st serving tower if available YES 

1st Tower Zip ZIP of the 1st serving tower if available YES 

Last LTE Site ID EnodeBid value in decimal YES Only present if the call was over LTE 

Last LAC ID Last LAC value in decimal YES Not present if the call was over LTE 

Last Cell ID Last Cell Site ID value in decimal YES Not present if the call was over LTE 

Last Tower Azimuth Azimuth orientation of antenna serving user if available (see note below) YES 

Last Tower LAT Latitude of last cell tower used. YES 

Last Tower LONG Longitude of last cell tower used. YES 

Last Tower Address Street Address of the last serving tower if available YES 

Last Tower City City of the last serving tower if available YES 

Last Tower State State of the last serving tower if available YES 

Last Tower Zip ZIP of the last serving tower if available YES 

A NOTE ON AZIMUTH: The azimuth listed is the center compass degree facing of the identified sector of the tower. Generally, the 
coverage of a tower is circular and divided in three equal pieces (each 120 degrees wide). Due north is 0, due south is 180. However, 
not every tower is aligned with the first sector starting at 0. Using the listed azimuth, rough direction from the tower can be 
calculated for a call. The center degree of the sector’s facing is indicated in this field. For example, if a facing has a listed orientation 
of 90, the center of the coverage is pointed at 90 degrees but the sector will cover traffic from roughly 60 degrees on either side 
(thus 30 to 150 degrees in this example). 

For more information on UTC, please visit: http://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboututc.html. To convert records to your local time, 
you will need to use a converter such as http://www.worldtimeserver.com/convert_time_in_UTC.aspx. 

Legal Affairs – Law Enforcement Relations 

http://www.worldtimeserver.com/convert_time_in_UTC.aspx
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboututc.html


Interpreting Subscriber Information 

Your response includes subscriber information. Our query results in an Excel file with multiple rows. Not all rows appear on every 
report depending on the type of subscriber, their dates of service and the nature of your request. 

The rows present may be: 

l Subscriber Details: 

Subscriber Name 

Subscriber Address 

Subscriber Status 

Subscriber Name Effective Date 

Name associated with billing for this phone number 

Address associated with this phone number 

Status of the account 

Date this name became associated with this phone number 

lAccount Details: 

Activation Date 

Termination Date 

Account Name 

Account No 

Account Effective Date 

Account Expiration Date 

Account Activation Date 

Cancellation/Termination Date, if it has been terminated 

Primary Accountholder's Name 

Billing Account Number (BAN) 

Current Account Status Effective Date 

Account Expiration Date, if it has been terminated 

l Device Details: 

Phone Model 

ICCID 

IMSI 

MON Effect ive Date 

MON Expiration Date 

MSISDN No 

MSISDN Status 

MSISDN Market 

MSISDN Name 

SIM 

IMEI 

Begin Service Date 

Device Network Type 

Phone Model 

Integrated Circuit Card Identifier for the SIM card 

International Mobile Subscriber Identity 

Phone number begin date 

Phone number end date 

Target number 

Current status of this telephone number 

Home market of this telephone number 

Name associated with this telephone number 

Subscriber Identity Module number associated with this phone number 

International Mobile Equipment Identity 

N/A 

GSM or CDMA (only displays for legacy MetroPCS customers 

IBilling Details: 

Bill Name 

Bill Birt h Date 

Bill SSN 

Bill Cycle 

Bill Address 

Company Name 

Rate Plan 

Rate Plan Desc 

Contact 1 

Name associated with billing for this phone number 

Subscriber birth date 

Subscriber Social Security Number 

Bill cycle for postpaid subscribers 

Subscriber address 

Business Name 

Subscriber Plan 

Description of major features under the plan 

Primary contact phone number 

~ ··Mobile·· 
Lecal Affairs - law Enforcement Relations 

metroPCS. 



Interpreting Subscriber Information Page 2 of 2 

Contact 2 

Brand 

Coupon 

Last Refilled 

Secondary contact phone number 

TMUS brand or MVNO providing service 

Prepaid Coupon Serial Number 

Last Prepaid Refill Date 

l Ported Details: 

Ported Carrier Company to which the number has been ported, if known 

PLEASENOTE: You may receive multiple subscriber information files if the target has used their SIM card with multiple devices or if 
the subscriber's line has been suspended multiple times within your target timeframe. 
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Law Enforcement Relations Group
4 Sylvan Way 

Parsippany, NJ 07054 
Direct Dial: 973-292-8911 

Fax: (973) 292-8697 

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING TIMESTAMP ON CALL RECORDS 

T-Mobile US, Inc. (which includes T-Mobile USA and Metro PCS) delivers 
historical call detail records in Coordinated Universal Time (“UTC”). UTC is not 
a time zone, but a time standard that is the basis for civil time and time zones 
worldwide. UTC operates independently of country specific time zones and/or 
seasonal adjustments, such as Daylight Savings Time. 

If t ime zones other than UTC are important to your inquiry, please submit a legal 
demand with the date range/time frame adjusted for UTC.  T-Mobile/ MetroPCS is 
unable to convert UTC records to any particular time zone. Conversely, T-
Mobile/Metro PCS is unable to convert any particular time zone (which may be 
identified on a legal demand) into UTC. 

If you received records, they are timestamped in UTC. Should you determine that 
additional records are required for your inquiry, please serve a supplemental 
legal demand. T-Mobile/MetroPCS compliance specialists are not able to release 
additional or “converted” records based on a phone call, email or other informal 
request. 

For more information on UTC, you may visit: 
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboututc.html 

To convert records to your local time, you will need to use a converter, such 
as: http://www.worldtimeserver.com/convert time in UTC.aspx 

http://www.worldtimeserver.com/convert
http://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboututc.html
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  DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mall - Apple ID fer Murphy 

Bouska, Sarah <sarah_bouska@nps.gov> 

Apple ID for Murphy 

Lester Seago <les_seago@nps.gov> Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 7:57 PM 
To: phil_basak@nps.gov, sarah_bouska@nps.gov 

FYI they will continue to monitor in case the cell phone comes on 
Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Ogden, Justin L Maj AFAUXJCAf"' <justin.ogden@forensics.cap.gov> 
Date: June 8, 2017 at 7:40:39 PM MDT 
To: Lester Seago <les_seago@nps.gov> 
Cc: Cellular Forensics Team Catch All <cell@forensics.cap.gov> 
Subject: Re: Apple ID for Murphy 

Copy - thanks. 

I was able to access the account. Sometimes we can get a historical location from the device from the 
icloud account. In this case, there is no historical (or last known) l~lable. There's several 
devices on the account, all of which that are powered on are in   There's several •Jeff 
Murphy's iPhone• listed, but they are all offtine and no last known location. 

Jeff Murphy's iPhone 
Off ine 

Notify me when found 

     
Play Sound  Mode Erase IPhone 

Remove from Account 

Sound Pending 
  

  

I can confirm via the •Devices• page that •Jeff Murphy's iPhone• has the same IMEI (serial number on the 
cell network) as T-Mobile reported. So this tells us we're looking at the right account. But still, we have no 
locadon data to work with. 

Also in the Devices page, it is reported that the last backup was at "Yesterday at 01 :18am• -which I would 
interpret to be last contact with Apple as of 1 :18am (timezone unknown, possibly Pacific time because the 

https:llmall.google.com/mall/u/0/7ul=2&Jk=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCIZl4.en.&vlew=pt&msg=15c8a920f3c616c6&q=lea%20aeago&qa=true&seerch... 112 

https:llmall.google.com/mall/u/0/7ul=2&Jk=96401d80db&jsver=veUcgTCIZl4.en.&vlew=pt&msg=15c8a920f3c616c6&q=lea%20aeago&qa=true&seerch
mailto:cell@forensics.cap.gov
mailto:les_seago@nps.gov
mailto:justin.ogden@forensics.cap.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov
mailto:phil_basak@nps.gov
mailto:les_seago@nps.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov


7/11/2017 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail-Apple ID for Murphy 

account is configured for that) on the 7th. Again, well before the hike started. 

Jeff Murphy's iPhone 
        

Apple Pay 

Serial Number: 

IMEl: 

If we get an indication the phone turns on later (through our tools), this Apple account access may be 
critical to getting a good location. 

Good work obtaining this info - thank you. 

Justin 

Justin Ogden, Maj CAP 
Cellular Forensics Technical Specialist 
Air Force Rescue Coordination Center 
814-592-2340 (direct) 
877-243-1215 (fax) 
800-851-3051 (console/supervisor) 

On Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 9:22 PM, Lester Seago <les_seago@nps.gov> wrote: 
Here is the info 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Bouska, Sarah" <sarah_bouska@nps.gov> 
Date: June 8, 2017 at 7:02:59 PM MDT 
To: Lester Seago <les_seago@nps.gov> 
Subject: Apple ID for Murphy 

[Quoted text hidden] 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401 d80db&jsver=veUcg TCiZi4.en.&view=pt&msg=15c8a920f3c616c6&q=les%20seago&qs=true&search... 2/2 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=96401
mailto:les_seago@nps.gov
mailto:sarah_bouska@nps.gov
mailto:les_seago@nps.gov


































































 
 

   

  

  

   

 

  

   

   

   

     

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rescue Creek Trail 

The bridge going over Gardner River appeared almost immediately as I stepped onto the 

trail. This playful section of the river ripples over the rocks and was a great start to the day. 

On the other side of the bridge, I climbed up the bank and out onto a wide, grassy shelf. 

From there, the river flowed below me and my gaze was drawn to Electric Peak to the west 

with a fresh coat of new snow. The town of Gardiner was faintly visible to the north. I began 

heading east across the flat plain. Up on a hillside numerous dots looked like bighorn 

sheep, but were too small to make out. 

As I set out, a juvenile Horned Lark hopped down the trail in front of me while an American 

Kestrel took a break on a rock. Some movement caught my eye. A coyote was running in 

the distance. As I watched, a female pronghorn antelope was right behind it. Not sure if it 

was coincidence or not, but the coyote dove and laid low while the antelope ran up into the 

hillside and began grazing. 

I followed the trail towards the Yellowstone River and climbed up on the hillside to a nice 

overlook. Below me, a bison grazed in the sagebrush below me and a herd of antelope were 

laying in the golden grass. I got a brief glimpse of the Yellowstone River. While the trail 

goes relatively close to the river, it’s obscured for the most part as it is recessed just 

enough. I dropped down into the sagebrush meadow; the trail heading straight for the 

bison. 

Up in a dead tree, a Peregrine Falcon was cleaning its beak. I continued on, avoiding some 

wet spots on the trail as evidence of a bit of hydrothermal activity and the huge bull bison. 

The trail began to climb up the dried creek bed of Turkey Pen Creek (which has to be one 

of the funnier names in Yellowstone). The trail went up the narrow gorge and got steep for 

a bit until it entered a lovely valley with narrow, grassy meadows. The grass extended up the 

western slopes and were dotted by trees, while the eastern slopes were rocky sagebrush 

and trees. 

The terrain began to open up to wider meadows and the trail traversed the edge. Some 

sections went through trees while others were through the meadows. Eventually, it dropped 

into a darker, wetter forest where I followed wolf tracks in the soft trail. The trail finally came 

up to the higher grasslands. As I entered these grasslands, I was met by another large bull 



  

 

  

   

  

  

  

 

 

 

 
           

             

               

 

             

              

         

 

bison sauntering towards me on the same trail. I got off the trail and gave him wide berth 

as he worked down the trail I’d just ascended. 

According to the guidebook, most people start this hike from the closer (and easier) Lava 

Creek trailhead. But we started from the Rescue Creek trailhead. The trailhead (TH) is 

indicated by a blue circle near the top left of the map here. The backcountry site we 

reserved is the other blue circle, labeled 1A2. Distance is 5.4mi (8.7km) from trailhead to 

campsite, with an elevation rise of about 1,000 ft (305m). 

Rescue Creek Trail altitude chart. 

The change in climate was sudden and obvious on the drive to the Rescue Creek trailhead. The 

sun was hotter, the ground drier, the vegetation more suited to arid climates. It became clear to 

us why the trail is used mostly in the early spring: this trail is one of the first trails clear of snow. 

After crossing a wooden bridge spanning the Gardner River, we climbed a slight hill to the left 

(avoiding a trail going up toward Everts) and found ourselves in an open scrub prairie between 

Black Canyon and the Yellowstone River and Mount Everts with dramatic views all around. 
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The trail meandered through a large, flat expanse of field, following a 4x4 path. Eventually, the 

trail curved to the right, around Everts, and the trail became a single path. It soon met up with a 

stream bed to the north side, which in early September 2012 was bone dry. 

We hiked along at a good clip as to allow ourselves time at the campsite to set up and prepare 

dinner before dark. Soon enough, the trail started to make its turn southeast along Rattlesnake 

Butte. 

1.) Although this trail may be popular in early spring, it has not been "popular" in a number of 

months, which was made obvious by the overgrown condition on the trails. 

2.) Our hiking progress slowed as we trekked through heavy brush sections. 

3.) This trail was used by animals for migration, due to the large number of animal skeletons and 

large animal trails along the route. This was later verified by research. This corridor was 

especially popular by animals during autumn migration, hence the multiple paths up the hill and 

the skeletons. 

What I hadn't realized at this point was that due to the hot summer, the drought and the time 

of the season made the environment perfect for deadly western prairie rattlesnakes to thrive not 

just on the warm, sunny southern face of Rattlesnake Butte but up onto the north side of the 

Rescue Creek trail. So, of course as we hiked along, a huge, fat rattlesnake lurched towards me 

on the trail from the stream bed, rattling and showing me its most defensive posture. I jumped 

back, "whoa!!!" That's never happened to me before... I've seen snakes before, but it's rare that 

we'd surprise each other simultaneously. I felt like I just escaped a strike. 

"Rattlesnake!" I called out to Alex, who clearly heard the rattle and was standing motionless 

several feet behind me. She needed no further explanation. 

At this point, I felt like we had wandered into a minefield. If this snake could be living in a den 

so far up the hill toward Everts, could they be everywhere? Should we turn back or proceed? 

After a few minutes of deliberation, we decided to go on (if we didn't stay at 1A2, where the 

hell would we stay?), albeit very carefully. Avoiding all possible rattler dens, we notched 



                

             

            

  

 

               

     

 

           

 

 

 
 

 

          

             

           

 

                

                  

             

           

ourselves up the side of Everts hoping to be northerly enough to be safe. It turned out that we 

made the right decision, and by the time the trail started to rise into the forest around from 

Turkey Pen Peak, we were rattler free and able to move faster and enjoy the beautiful scenery 

around us. 

Here, we start our 1,000 ft. ascent from Rattlesnake Butte by Turkey Pen Peak. I'd never been so 

happy to climb a hill: 

Soon, the trail turned away from the arid northern section of the park to a more arboreal zone 

Turkey Pen Creek ascends along the flanks of Rattlesnake Butte, eventually reaching near a 

saddle between Rattlesnake Butte and Turkey Pen Peak. I never saw any climbers’ trails on this 

side, but I didn’t go all the way to the point of the Butte. 

As a result, the climb entails picking a spot and scrambling up. If you go farther up the trail you 

can turn more of the “climb” into a “traverse,” but you still cover a lot of scree no matter which 

route you pick. There are three outcroppings on the top of the butte, and the middle 

outcropping is the summit. I’d recommend aiming for the second “saddle” between the summit 



            

  

  

 
  

 

 

      

              

                 

       

  

 
  

 

               

          

               

  

 

           

             

and the last outcropping that you see. (This would be the first outcropping you see if you’re 

descending from Blacktail.) 

The trail crosses the Gardiner River on a footbridge and ascends briefly the opposite bank. 

There’s what looks like a climber’s trail up Mount Everts to the right, but you want to stay left on 

the main trail. It crosses a pretty barren dirt flat for 500 yards or more - - a good illustration of 

how an overly-large elk herd has beat up parts of their winter range by overgrazing. 

After that, you turn a corner at the south end of Mount Everts and the terrain grows much more 

lush. There are numerous washes coming down the flanks of the mountain that water the next 

stretch of the trail. In late September, I saw a bighorn ram and several pronghorns feeding in 

this area. 

Appropriately enough, I also saw a western rattlesnake on the way to Rattlesnake Butte. This is 

prime rattlesnake country, and it’s about the only part of YNP low enough to support rattlers - -



  

  

 
   

 

                 

               

              

       

 

          

             

           

 

               

                  

          

           

            

   

 

 

             

          

 

             

         

 

 

so be aware. 

As you get near the foot of Rattlesnake Butte, the trail turns to the south and ascends up Turkey 

Pen Creek. I saw a lot of skeletons and scattered bones here, which is a natural travel corridor 

for ungulates. During migration periods in fall and spring, I’d keep a close eye out for carcasses 

and any grizzlies that might be defending them. 

Turkey Pen Creek ascends along the flanks of Rattlesnake Butte, eventually reaching near a 

saddle between Rattlesnake Butte and Turkey Pen Peak. I never saw any climbers’ trails on this 

side, but I didn’t go all the way to the point of the Butte. 

As a result, the climb entails picking a spot and scrambling up. If you go farther up the trail you 

can turn more of the “climb” into a “traverse,” but you still cover a lot of scree no matter which 

route you pick. There are three outcroppings on the top of the butte, and the middle 

outcropping is the summit. I’d recommend aiming for the second “saddle” between the summit 

and the last outcropping that you see. (This would be the first outcropping you see if you’re 

descending from Blacktail.) 

Technically speaking there would be a Class 3 move to stand on the true summit, but you could 

touch the summit with your hand and keep it at Class 2. 

Because of the woods on top of the butte, there aren’t many views to the east. To the north 

there is a nice view of Turkey Pen Peak, and there are good views of Gardiner back behind you. 



            

                 

                

         

             

   

          

                

                 

                   

             

              

       

            

               

    

            

             

            

  

             

               

             

             

       

 

This was a trail I had always wanted to hike (Rescue Creek trail just inside the north entrance at 

Gardiner). At this time of year, the plains on either side of the first mile or so of the trail are 

heavily populated. We had to leave the trail to traverse around a herd of bison and then started 

up Rattlesnake Butte sooner than we planned due to the pair of bull bison standing on the trail 

ahead of us. At times it seemed as if we were hiking through a wildlife feed lot as we stepped 

over, around, and in various droppings and bones of older denizens. 

After climbing Rattlesnake Butte, we dropped to the pass between the two peaks where a mostly 

dry lake bed was occupied by our two friendly bull bison. As we circled around that area and 

took the camera out for a shot or two, a wolf suddenly trots down on the other side and stands 

still, staring at the bison. It was a bit too far for my zoom, but I took several shots anyway as 

you can see below. After the wolf wandered off, we traversed further and started up the 

unusual-named Turkey Pen Peak. But first we hit a hillside above the bison that had several elk 

antlers laying around and then of all oddities we came across three pieces of a coconut husk. 

We’re off-trail and an infrequently visited part of Yellowstone. Did some crow carry the coconut 

shells from Gardiner or Mammoth and just drop it here or did some other climber bring a 

tropical snack for lunch? 

Once we got to the top of Turkey Pen, we ate our turkey sandwiches (we thought it 

appropriate!) and tried to figure out where the actual high point of the peak was. With trees on 

the relatively flat top, it was hard to tell, but eventually we climbed what we thought was the 

highest rock. 

On the way out, as we came out across the last footbridge – trying to step over the bison 

droppings – a herd of bison was crossing the Gardiner River and the road, creating a traffic jam. 

Shortly after that we passed a camera jam; a multitude of long and short lens were aimed at the 

lone white wolf just across the river. And I think we saw a nice big horn ram perched on the 

cliffs that day too. A fun day in the “other” park! 





 
 

    
    

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
   

           
  

 
     

 
 

 
                     

          
                    
  

  

    
 

     
    

     
 

 
 

 
 

    
   

   
 

 
 

 
     

 
 

  

Earth, Air, Fire and Water – four elements and show in Ambigram form in Dan Brown’s “Angels 
& Demons”.  The "Illuminati Diamond" mentioned in the book is an ambigram of the four elements 
that are arranged in the shape of a diamond. 

Could be affected by air/wind = lungs.  Chest piece? 
Anagram of lungs is slung.  Past tense of sling – Blackbeard wore a sling. 

Turkey chest piece = “beard”, scientists call the hairs “bristles”. 

Chest piece = heart, Heart Lake where Everts laid while lost. 

Chest piece = sternum or keel (of birds): 
A keel or carina (plural carinae) in bird anatomy is an extension of the sternum (breastbone) which 
runs axially along the midline of the sternum and extends outward, perpendicular to the plane of 
the ribs. The keel provides an anchor to which a bird's wing muscles attach, thereby providing 
adequate leverage for flight. Keels do not exist on all birds; in particular, some flightless birds lack a 
keel structure. 

Carina - A keel-
shaped ridge or structure, such as that on the breastbone of a bird or of the fused lower two petals of flow 
ers of many members of the pea family. a keel-
like anatomical or botanical ridge, as the ridge on the breastbone of a bird or along the edge of two conjoi 
ned petals. 
Keel (botanical) - a prominent longitudinal ridge like the keel of a boat, e.g. the structure of the 
corolla formed by the fusion of the lower edge of the two abaxial anterior petals of a flower in 
the Fabaceae (legumes or peas). 

The flowers often have five generally fused sepals and five free petals. They are 
generally hermaphrodite, and have a short hypanthium, usually cup shaped. There are normally 
ten stamens and one elongated superior ovary, with a curved style. 

http://www.yellowstonenationalpark.com/pea.htm 

At approximately 1.6 miles the trail enters a notch at the base of Rattlesnake Butte and rises steeply for about 
0.3 of a mile and 200 ft. before easing. The trail is tucked into this narrow canyon for the next .07 of a mile 
until you reach a meadow at the base of Turkey Pen Peak. NOTE: There are game trails that will lead you 
directly into this small meadow but the main trail climbs the hillside on the right. Look for the orange blazes. If 
you should lose site of the main trail and find yourself in the meadow just head to the right on the southeast 
side of this open area and you'll pick up the main trail again with very little effort. 

Cercis (Redbud) 
The Judas tree (Cercis siliquastrum) is a small tree to 10–15 m tall native to the south of Europe 
and southwest Asia, in Iberia, southern France, Italy, Bulgaria, Greece and Asia Minor, which forms 
a handsome low tree with a flat spreading head. In early spring it is covered with a profusion of 
magenta pink flowers, which appear before the leaves. The flowers have an agreeably acidic bite, 

http://www.yellowstonenationalpark.com/pea.htm


 
 

   

 

    
 

 
     

 

 
  

   
 

   
 

  

  

    
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

and are eaten in mixed salad or made into fritters. The tree frequently figured in the 16th and 17th 
century herbals. 

This small, sparsely branched tree is said to be the one from which Judas Iscariot hanged himself 
after betraying Christ, but the name may derive from "Judea's tree", after the region encompassing 
Israel and Palestine where the tree is commonplace. 

A smaller Eastern American woodland understory tree, the eastern redbud, Cercis canadensis, is 
common from southernmost Canada to Piedmont, Alabama and East Texas. It differs from C. 
siliquastrum in its pointed leaves and slightly smaller size (rarely over 12 m tall). The flowers are also 
used in salads and for making pickled relish, while the inner bark of twigs gives a mustard-yellow 
dye. 

The wood is medium weight, somewhat brittle, of light tan color with a noticeably large heartwood 
area of darker brown, tinged with red. The wood has attractive figuring and is used in wood turning, 
for making decorative items and in the production of wood veneer. 

In the Faboideae, the flowers are zygomorphic, and have a specialized structure. The upper petal, 
called the banner, is large and envelops the rest of the petals in bud, often reflexing when the flower 
blooms. The two adjacent petals, the wings, surround the two bottom petals. The two bottom petals 
are fused together at the apex (remaining free at the base), forming a boat-like structure called the 
keel. The stamens are always ten in number, and their filaments can be fused in various 
configurations, often in a group of nine stamens plus one separate stamen. Various genes in 
the CYCLOIDEA (CYC)/DICHOTOMA (DICH) family are expressed in the upper (also called dorsal 
or adaxial) petal; in some species, such as Cadia, these genes are expressed throughout the flower, 
producing a radially symmetrical flower.[18] 

Laburnum: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laburnum 
Laburnum = effort ? 

http://www.thepoisongarden.co.uk/atoz/laburnum anagyroides.htm 

https://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/park.html?id=YELL 

*Medicago Sativa, Alfalfa 

Vicia Americana, American Vetch (Crown Vetch) 

Bird Vetch and Hairy Vetch in Alaska national parks: 
https://www.nps.gov/akso/natres/epmt/Species_bios/Vicia%20cracca.pdf 

A list of all the Faboideae in Montana: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of Fabales of Montana 

Wisteria is a type of legume, and is toxic so requires gloves to handle!!! 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisteria#Description 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisteria#Description
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List
https://www.nps.gov/akso/natres/epmt/Species_bios/Vicia%20cracca.pdf
https://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/park.html?id=YELL
http://www.thepoisongarden.co.uk/atoz/laburnum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laburnum


  
  

 

  

 

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  

As its blossom reveals (top and above right), Chinese Wisteria, Wisteria 
sinensis, is in the five-petalled Pea Family (Fabaceae); members of the 
subfamily that contains wisterias have flowers in which one petal forms a hood 
over four others; two of these form "wings," and two others are fused to 
form a pouch or keel. 

In wisterias--named for American anatomy professor Caspar Wistar--there 
are multiple one-inch flowers that form a pendulous raceme (cluster) at the 
end of new growth. In spring, the flower cluster emerges first, followed soon 
after by a spray of pinnately compound leaves with 9-11 leaflets. These start 
out purplish- red but turn dark yellow-green at maturity. As legumes, 
wisterias apparently do host nitrogen-fixing bacteria that enrich the soil--
NOT an attribute that offsets their tree-killing tendencies. (Oh, and by the 
way, wisteria seeds cause mild to severe gastic distress when ingested by 
humans, and as few as 2-3 may be toxic to children.) 

Chinese Wisteria has been planted in North America as an ornamental since 
first imported in 1816, and it almost seems plausible that some of those 



  
 

  
  

 
   

    
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

    
  

 
 

   
    

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

     

 

original lianas could still be around. A mature Chinese Wisteria--whose vine is 
as hard and woody as many trees--can be 65 feet tall and 15" or more in 
diameter. (Such large growth usually occurs on cliffs or human-made 
structures, since a wisteria of this size likely would have killed its supportive 
plant host years ago.) Wisteria often branches at or near the surface of the 
ground, sending out runners in all directions and propagating vegetatively, but 
the prolific blooms also produce copious pollen--visible on the flower in the top 
photo--that fertilizes a neighboring blossom and results in distinctive velvety 
green pods containing shiny brown seeds (below). These seeds can be carried 
far downstream until entire watersheds are sometimes lined by native trees 
infested with Chinese Wisteria. 

Wisteria is also a deciduous twining shrub, that is both native to North America and Asia, belonging to the pea 
family.  Wisterias rank among the best of the ornamental vines for temperate regions, and often attain a good 
old age and large size. Speaking of large size, the among oldest of wisterias known to exist is one in the 
California Sierra Madres.  It covers over one acre, is estimated to weigh over 250 tons, and has been alive and 
blooming since 1894, when it was planted from a single Chinese lavender wisteria slip. 

Wisteria is not only a human favorite for its beauty, it is also a favorite host plant to the silver-spotted skipper 
butterfly and the long-tailed skipper butterfly. Found especially along the Atlantic coast and other portions of 
the Southeast, they are among the snowbirds of the butterfly world who winter in Florida each year.    They are 
also a welcome addition to the overall beauty of having Wisteria. 

Lupine (Lupinus Sp.) – Pea Family (Fabaceae) – blue spikes of pealike flowers, 5-7 leaflets on a 
fan shaped leaf. 4-35”, June thru August.  

Silky Lupine: 
https://books.google.com/books?id=BVnyAAAAQBAJ&pg=PA206&lpg=PA206&dq=lucerne+ 
plant+yellowstone&source=bl&ots=cVxrMBSjzK&sig=XM2_mtPtIwMyeXFYWzE--1C4k-
g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj-
zuPJyJvUAhVMwYMKHfR4APMQ6AEIUDAL#v=onepage&q=lucerne%20plant%20yellowst 
one&f=false 

https://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/park.html?id=YELL 

Royal Palm – a breed of domestic turkey, ornamental (largely white with bands of metallic 
black).  Kind of relates to a Cold Follie, something constructed primarily for decoration, with no 
practical purpose.  Since a Royal Palm turkey is not consumed, not really practical! 

Royal – relates to face cards (royalty) and a chess piece (king, queen, etc.). 

Mountain Goldenbanner 

https://www.invasiveplantatlas.org/park.html?id=YELL
https://books.google.com/books?id=BVnyAAAAQBAJ&pg=PA206&lpg=PA206&dq=lucerne


  
  

  
    
    

          
   

   
  

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

    
       

       
 

   
 

  

   
     
    

 

   
 
  

 
 

  

             
          
              

            
    

 

This perennial’s slender, 16-32 in. stems, purplish with a white coating, are slightly branched above and 
bear three-parted leaves. Yellow, lupine-like flowers occur in dense to interrupted clusters 4-12 in. long. 
Flowers are followed by velvety pods. A number of varieties are separated largely on the amount of 
pubescence present on the foliage. A plant with one or several hollow stems, slightly or not at all hairy, 
and yellow pea flowers in long racemes in upper leaf axils. 

This genus resembles the Lupines, but Thermopsis has only 3 leaflets on each leaf; Lupinus has more. 
Yellow Peas, while handsome plants, are suspected of being poisonous. Among the several western 
species, some quite hairy, Prairie Thermopsis (T. rhombifolia), which grows on the eastern slopes of the 
Rocky Mountains and on the northwestern plains, has pods that spread outward from the curve or coil. 

https://uswildflowers.com/detail.php?SName=Thermopsis%20montana 

2) QUEEN ELIZABETH'S RUFFLE 
The ash flow tuff cap on Mount Everts. 

Tare – (rare) vetch (fodder).  Vetch - The main usage of the common vetch is 
as forage for ruminant animals, both as fodder and legume, but there are other uses, as tufted 
vetch, V. cracca is grown as a mid-summer pollen source for honeybees. 

Tar – used to make Yellow #5. 

scant 

1. (masonry) A block of stone sawn on two sides down to the bed level. 
2. (masonry) A sheet of stone. 
3. (wood) A slightly thinner measurement of a standard wood size. 

Sheet 

1. (geology) An extensive bed of an eruptive rock intruded between, or overlying, other 
strata. 

Synonyms for Sheet include “rope” or “blanket” 

Quick: 
Chiefly British. 

a. a line of shrubs or plants, especially of hawthorn, forming a hedge. 
b. a single shrub or plant in such a hedge. 
c. Of persons, "mentally active," from late 15c. Also in Middle English used of 

soft soils, gravel pits, etc. where the ground is shifting and yielding (mid-
14c., cf. quicksand ). 

https://uswildflowers.com/detail.php?SName=Thermopsis%20montana


   

 
 

           
           

    

      
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

   
  
 
   

   
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

   
 

   
 

 
  

 

Gaze – Gaw: 

noun, Chiefly Scot. 
1. 
a narrow, trenchlike depression, especially a furrow in the earth or a 
worn or thin area in cloth. A furrow or trench. 

Me All = meall: 

Meall (mheall, mill, mhill), is very common, describing a bare rounded lumpy hill. 

Rattlesnake Butte: 
http://www.summitpost.org/rattlesnake-butte-mt/343792 

http://www.yellowstone.co/tripreports/2012/042112a.htm 

Turkey Pen Peak: 
http://www.notess.com/fifty/peak-5-and-6/ 

This was a trail I had always wanted to hike (Rescue Creek trail just inside the north 
entrance at Gardiner). At this time of year, the plains on either side of the first mile or so 
of the trail are heavily populated. We had to leave the trail to traverse around a herd of 
bison and then started up Rattlesnake Butte sooner than we planned due to the pair of 
bull bison standing on the trail ahead of us. At times it seemed as if we were hiking 
through a wildlife feed lot as we stepped over, around, and in various droppings and 
bones of older denizens. 

After climbing Rattlesnake Butte, we dropped to the pass between the two peaks where a 
mostly dry lake bed was occupied by our two friendly bull bison. As we circled around 
that area and took the camera out for a shot or two, a wolf suddenly trots down on the 
other side and stands still, staring at the bison. It was a bit too far for my zoom, but I 
took several shots anyway as you can see below. After the wolf wandered off, we 
traversed further and started up the unusual-named Turkey Pen Peak. But first we hit a 
hillside above the bison that had several elk antlers laying around and then of all 
oddities we came across three pieces of a coconut husk. We’re off-trail and an 
infrequently visited part of Yellowstone. Did some crow carry the coconut shells from 
Gardiner or Mammoth and just drop it here or did some other climber bring a tropical 
snack for lunch? 

Once we got to the top of Turkey Pen, we ate our turkey sandwiches (we thought it 
appropriate!) and tried to figure out where the actual high point of the peak was. With 
trees on the relatively flat top, it was hard to tell, but eventually we climbed what we 
thought was the highest rock. 

http://www.notess.com/fifty/peak-5-and-6
http://www.yellowstone.co/tripreports/2012/042112a.htm
http://www.summitpost.org/rattlesnake-butte-mt/343792


 
       

  
     

 
   

   
   

    
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
  

 
    

   
      

 
        

    
      

    
      

     
     

         
 

 
 
 
  

Gold = 79, Mercury = 80 
Mercury is found in Cinnabar.  Cinnabar is a scarlet to brick red mineral, that exhibits twinning. 
Associated modern precautions for use and handling of cinnabar arise from the toxicity of 
the mercury component, which was recognized as early as ancient Rome.  USE GLOVES! 

There is also a plant based cinnabar named “Dragon’s Blood” which can come from Rattan Palms. 
Relates to the palm trees in the rocks shown on p.99 of TTOTC and the Royal Palm Turkey! 
Dragon's blood of both Dracaena draco (commonly referred to as the Draconis Palm) and Dracaena 
cinnabari were used as a source of varnish for 18th century Italian violinmakers 

The Lamp and the Bell – by Millay: 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3768/3768-h/3768-h.htm 

The Pope of Fools - Quasimodo was a bell ringer! His relatives were gypsies. There may have been a real life 
Quasimodo who was a stone carver. 

Crosier - a staff resembling a shephard's crook, carried by bishops. 

To crook, to cradle 

The Latins cremated their dead and deposited their ashes in urns of Villanovan type as well as in hut-shaped urns 
that were faithful imitations of the huts of the living. The decoration of these funerary containers is of a simple 
geometric type, similar to that engraved on bronze objects found in these tombs, such as razors, spindles, weapons, 
and brooches. The material used for the tombs in the Alban Hills resembles the material found in contemporary 
tombs in Romebut is occasionally rougher and coarser in appearance. 

This system originated during the Middle Ages, and was perfected in the 19th century. It is a form of full circle 
ringing which requires the bell ringers to manually swing the bells whilst standing beside them in the bell chamber. It 
was originally designed for an ensemble of four or five bells, nowadays it is also sometimes used for a set of six bells. 
The bells are never counterbalanced. They are mounted on a wooden structure called the castle, and flanked by a 
wooden support called the goat. The bells are not very heavy, as the rotation has to be fast. Generally, every bell that 
weighs less than 800 kg (16 cwt) is rung by one person. The heaviest bell used with this system is in Bologna 
Cathedral, and is called la Nonna ("the Granny") and weighs 3.3 tonnes. Thirteen people are needed to ring 
a scappata or a calata with it. The bell ringers have to be in contact with the bells and mechanical devices are not 
allowed. 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3768/3768-h/3768-h.htm


 
 

 
 
 

    
 

   
   

 
    

 
  

     
  

   
 

   

         
   

 
 

   
 

    
    

 

 
 

 

As I have gone alone in there 
And with my treasures bold, 
I can keep my secret where, 
And hint of riches new and old. Gemini 

Begin it where warm waters halt Sepulcher mountain 
And take it in the canyon down, Gardner Canyon 
No far, but too far to walk. 
Put in below the home of Brown. Beaver Ponds 

From there it's no place for the meek Rattlesnake Butte 
The end is ever drawing nigh; (on the left) 
They'll be no paddle up your creek, Turkey Pen Creek 
Just heavy loads and water high Turkey Pen Peak 

If you've been wise and found the blaze Regulus and TPPeak 
Look quickly down, your quest to cease, Look down at the base 

But tarry scant with marvel gaze, 
Just take the chest and go in peace. 

So why is it that I must go 
And leave my trove for all to seek? 
The answer I already know, 
I've done it tired, and now I'm weak. 

So hear me all and listen good 

Your effort will be worth the cold 

Quick = gravel, sand 
Vetch, fodder on the rock 
Keel / royal palm / beard 

Cancer, Yellowstone 

Cancer, thermopsis 
Empty = MT (Montana) 

mound, hill, hedge, 
knowe, instrument, 10 
stamen 
Mag Meall = Plain of Joy, 
Valhalla, Elysium 
Labor, cold follie, (cold) 
mountain, Mt. Everts 



 
 

    
 
 

   
 

    
   

    
 

  
    

     
    

 
 

  
 

  
       

      
   

  

   
 

 
    

     
 

  
 

 
 
 

    
  

 
 

      
  

  
  

 
   

If you are brave and in the wood Red not afraid of the big, 
bad wolf – Lupine! 

I give you title to the gold. goldenbanner 

Lupines / pea flowers are slightly toxic, so should use gloves to handle them (Forrest suggested 
gloves) 
There is a meadow right in front of the Turkey Pen Peak on the trail 
Some variations of the goldenbanner are hairy (“beard of the Turkey peak”?) 
Laburnum – golden chain (Forrest referenced “chains”), small tree with yellow leaves, part of 
the pea family. 
Laburnum has historically been used for cabinetmaking and inlay, as well as for musical 
instruments. In addition to such wind instruments as recorders and flutes, it was a popular 
wood for Great Highland Bagpipes[5] . The heart-wood of a laburnum may be used as a 
substitute for ebony or rosewood. It is very hard and a dark chocolate brown, with a butter-
yellow sapwood. 

Butterfiies and bees love these plants! (Forrest mentioned both) 

Little Red Riding Hood: 
In Little Red Riding Hood – her mother advises her to “stay on the path”.  Also, a woodcutter saves her 
(reference to the woodcutter photo in TTOTC). Reference also to the safe world of the village versus the 
dangers of the forest (just like Young Goodman Brown). In a version, the wolf lets her go outside to use 
the bathroom, but tied to a piece of string so she does not get away. In other tellings of the story, the 
wolf chases after Little Red Riding Hood. She escapes with the help of some laundresses, who 
spread a sheet taut over a river so she may escape. When the wolf follows Red over the bridge of 
cloth, the sheet is released and the wolf drowns in the river. 

Andrew Lang included a variant called "The True History of Little Goldenhood"[26] in The Red Fairy 
Book (1890). He derived it from the works of Charles Marelles,[27] in Contes of Charles Marelles. This 
version explicitly states that the story had been mistold earlier. The girl is saved, but not by the 
huntsman; when the wolf tries to eat her, its mouth is burned by the golden hood she wears, which is 
enchanted. 

Forrest, You said you made two trips from your car to hide the treasure. Besides walking, did you 
use any other methods of transportation to get back and forth between the car and the hide? 
Thanks, Edgar 

Edgar, your wording of the question prompts me to pause and wonder if I can answer it candidly, 
yet correctly. Were all the evidence truly known, and I answered in the positive, you might say I 
was prevaricating, by some definitions of the word. And if I answered in the negative, you may 
claim that I was quibbling. So I will stay quiet on that subject. Thanks for the question anyway. f" 

To answer in the negative, ie, to quibble, is to “neigh”(nay). 



  
  

  
 

    
 

    
   

 
  

  
   

 
  

 
 

     
   

     
 
 
 

"Equivocate" is similar to "prevaricate," but it generally implies that someone is 
deliberately using words that have more than one meaning as a way to conceal the truth. 
Prevaricate also means to “straddle”. 

So what Forrest is saying is that he also traveled by horse!!! 

The question was posed by “Edgar”.  Edgar Allen Poe (initials spell PEA), possibly 
died of “cooping” (turkey pen). 

At Moby Dickens video - Mr. Fenn says: 
"They're contiguous. I knew where I wanted to hide the treasure chest. So it was easy for me to put one 
foot down and then step on it to get to the next foot. " 

Contiguous means next to but not touching, and used to describe borders (between states or 
countries). 

Trips – etymology is from trappe, also meaning stairs. (could also mean “trap door”) 
stairs pl (plural only) 

1. A contiguous set of steps connecting two floors. 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 

     
 
 

Mountain Iris and Golden Banner together in a field (Morain Park, Colorado). 



 
 
 

  
 

 
 

     
  

  
 

Golden Bough to gain entrance to Elysium (Elysian Fields) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Golden Bough (mythology) 

Aenis went on a quest to see the “shade” or breath of his deceased father. Before 
entering Hades, Deiphobe told Aeneas he must obtain the bough of gold which grew nearby in the 
woods around her cave.  In the woods, Aeneas's mother, the goddess Venus, sent two doves to aid 
him in this difficult task, and these helped him to find the tree. When Aeneas tore off the bough, a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

      
 

  
  

 
   

 
   

 
    

  
  

   
   

    
   

second golden one immediately sprang up, which was a good omen, as the sibyl had said that if this 
did not happen the coming endeavor would fail. 

Lupine -- These are in the genus Lupinus, which is derived from the Latin word 
“lupus,” which means little wolf. They have bacteria living in their nodules which 
convert atmospheric nitrogen into ammonia and other nitrogen compounds. 
Thus, lupines enrich the soil. 

Golden banner -- This yellow pea is also called false lupine. 

My favorite is “A Field Guide to Rocky Mountain Wildflowers” by John and Frank 
Craighead and Ray Davis. The Craighead brothers were the first modern-day 
researchers to study grizzly bears in Yellowstone and Grand Teton National 
Parks. They also published a plant field guide. That guide was my constant 
companion while I learned the plants of the Rockies. I love their book because it 
not only identifies plants; it adds interesting tidbits about them. I just randomly 
opened my copy and found blue flax. Under “Interesting facts” it adds, “Named 
for Captain Meriwether Lewis. ... Try twisting the stems. … It should behave like a 
piece of string and not readily break.” 



  
    

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

They also relate blooming times to other activities. For example, under 
“American Vetch” they add, “First appears about the time cow moose are 
dropping their calves.” I love how they link blooming plants with animal 
activities. 



 



 
 

            
      

    
         

         
        

        
    

      
    

 
 

Let's continue exploring the Rocky Mountains, shall we? At 8000 feet up, spring 
comes much later than it does in Ohio. It was awesome to be there in late 
June but to see many "spring" wildflowers. Perhaps the flower I photographed 
the most was the mountain goldenbanner, a member of the pea family. It was 
everywhere in meadows at lower elevations. At the time, I wondered why this 
species was so prevalent even though the park has a large elk population that 
has grazed many areas to the point where they need to be fenced off to 
exclude the elk. After a little research tonight, however, I learned that several 
members of the genus Thermopsis, including this species, contain toxic 
alkaloids. The elk don't touch it. 
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